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THE ANATOMIE 
OF ABUSES: 


contapriiiig 


A. Discoverie, or briefe Summarie, of 
fuch Notable Vices and Imperfections, as now 
raigne in many Chriftian Countreyes of the 
Worlde, but (efpeciallie) in a verie famous Ilande called 
Ailgna: Together with moft fearefull Examples of 
Gods Judgementes, executed upon the wicked for the 


fame, afwell in Ailgna of late, as in other places elfe- 
where. 


Cierie godly to be read of all true Christians 
everte where, but most needefull to be regarded 


in Englande. 
Made dialogue-wife by Puinuie Struppes. 


Seene and allowed, according to order. 


Math. 3, ver. 2. Repent, for the kingdome of God is at hande. 


Luc. 13, ver. 5. I fay unto you (faith Chrift) except you repent, 
you fhall all perith. 


Printed at London, by Richard 


jones. 1. Maij. 1583. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


We have here exactly reproduced the first edition of perhaps 
the most celebrated puritanical work of the reign of Elizabeth : 
only two copies of that impression are known, and one of those, 
we believe, is not quite complete. It came to a second, and 
altogether different, impression in the middle of August, after its 
earliest appearance in May; but as in vol. ii, p. 398, of a “ Bibhio- 
graphical Account,” &c., a full statement is given of the particulars 
belonging to the several editions of the “ Anatomy of Abuses,” 
it is hardly necessary to repeat it here. 
There is no work in our language, or, perhaps, in any language, 
that gives so minute, and so amusing a view of the manners of 
all classes at the period when it was published. In 1836 a re- 
print was issued at Edinburgh of the fifth edition of 1585 (mis- 
valled on the title-page the third), which is valuable not only for 
its general accuracy, but as it proves the number and character 
of the additions made by Stubbes in the course of the two years 
between May 1583 and October 1585: our first edition is, how- 
ever, a curiosity from its rarity, and on account of the remark- 
able passages, and even chapters, it contains, which the author 
thought fit first to insert, and afterwards to exclude. 
We hear of Stubbes as a writer only between 1580 and 1593 ; 
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and we may presume, from various circumstances, that he was 
carried off by the plague, which raged in 1592, and did not abate 
until the winter of the succeeding year: he had then returned to 
London, after a journey he had made into the country, some 
particulars of which he lived to publish in a unique volume, 
called “A Motive to Good Works,” now before us. 

We have been so desirous of preserving every word and letter 
of the original edition of “The Anatomy of Abuses,” that we 
have even inserted the Author’s list of errata, as it stands in a 
peculiar form upon his last page. We have not even altered the 
original references, and in a few instances we have given the 
trifling mistakes to which they refer, leaving the reader to deal 
with them as he thinks proper. Our reprint is literally a repro- 


duction. 
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LORAE PNG SONORABLE PATI LTP 
Farle of Arundell: Phillip Stubbes witheth 
helth of body & foule, favour of God, in- 
creafe of Godly honour, reward of laudable 
vertue, and eternall felicitie in the 
Heavens, by Jefus Chrift. 


Nobtlitas Patrie Decus. 


HE Lord our God (right honorable) having by the 

power of his word, created Heaven and Earth, with 
all thinges what foever, for the comfort and ufe of Man, the 
laft of all other (even the fixt daye) made Man, after his 
owne fimilitude and likeneffe, that in him he might be glo- 
rified above all other creatures. And therfore, wheras in 
making of other thinges he ufed onely this woord, Franz, 
be they made or let them be made, when he came to make 
Man, as it weare advyfing himfelfe and afking councell 
at his wifdome, he faid Faciamus Flominem, let us make 
Man; that is, a wonderful creature: and therfore is called 
in greek Microcofmos, a litle world in himfelf. And truely 
he is no leffe, whether we confider his {pirituall foule, or 
his humaine body. For what creature is theare uppon the 
face of the earth comparable to man, either in body or in 
mind? what creature hath a foule immortall inherent in 
his body, but onely Man ? what creature can forfee things 
to come, remember things paft, or jude of things prefent, 
but onely man? what creature beareth the ymage of God 
about him, but man? what creature is made fo ere& to 
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behould the heavens as man? what creature may be 
likened to man, either in proportion of body, or gifts of 
the foule? And (finally) what creature hath the promife 
of the refurre€tion and glorification of their bodies, and of 
eternall life, but onely man? Than, feeing the Lorde hath 
made man thus glorious, and preferred him in every de- 
gree before al other creatures (the angelicall creatures fet 
a part) it is manifeft he hath done it to fome end and 
purpofe, namely, that he might be glorified in him, 
and by him above all other his works, according to the 
meafure of his integritie, excellency and perfection. And 
hereby we may learn that it is the will of God, that we 
bend all our force to the advauncing of his glorious name, 
the edification of his people, and the building up of his 
Church, which he hath redemed with the bloud of his 
deare Sonne. 

Which thing (mee think) is notably figured foorth unto 
us in the 25 of Exodus, wher the Lord commaunded 
Moyfes to build him a tabernacle, or howfe of prayer, to 
this end and purpofe (doubtles) that therin his lawe might 
be read, his ceremonies practifed, facrifices, victimates and 
holocauftes offred, and his glorious name called uppon and 
obeyed. ‘To the erection wherof every one conferred fome 
what, fome bringing gold, fome filver and fome braffe, lead 
and tinne; other brought filk, purple, fkarlet, and other 
ornaments, and the meaneft brought fome what; namely, 
fkins, heare and lyme, morter, wood, ftone, and fuch like, 
Even fo (right honorable) would the Lord have every one 
to conferre {ome what, even fuch as he hath, to the building 
of his fpirituall howfe, the Church, purchafed with the 
bloud of Chrift. Wherfore feeing it is fo, that every one is 
to his poffible power, I 
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have rather chofen, with the fimpleft and meaneft fort, to 
bring, though but hayre, fand, fkins, lyme, morter, wood, or 
{tones, than altogether to contribute nothing. 

Not doubting, but that the chief Maifter and Builder of 
this howfe, Chrift Jefus, will not diflike, but accept of my 
poore contribution, no leffe than he did of the poore 
wydowes mite, to whom was imputed that fhe had caft 
more in Gazophilatium Templi, into the treafury of the 
Temple, than all the reft ; for what fhe wanted in effet that 
fhe fupplyed in affect. And for that, alfo, the Lord our God 
committing his talents to every one, whether more or leffe, 
not onely requireth of us the fame againe fimply, but alfo, 
as a ftraight computift, demaundeth intereft and gaine of 
every one of us: and for that not only he is a murtherer 
and a homicide before God who flayeth or killeth a man 
with materiall fword, but he alfo who may prevent the fame, 
and will not. And not onely he is guiltie of haynous tranf- 
greffion that committeth any evill really, but alfo he that 
confenteth to it, as he doth, who holdeth his peace, or he 
who by any means might avoid it, and either for neglicence 
wil not, or, for feare of the world dare not. Therfore, albe 
it, that I have received but one poore talent, or rather the 
fhadow of one, yet leaft I might be reproved (with that un- 
profitable fervaunt) for hydyng my fmall talent in the earth, 
not profiting therwith at all, either myfelf or others, I have 
adventured the making of this litle treatife, (intituled The 
Anatomy of Abufes) hoping that the fame (by divyne af- 
fiftance) fhall fomewhat conduce to the building of this 
{pirituall howfe of the Lord. 

And although I be one (moft honorable Lord) that can 
do leaft in this Godly courfe of life (palpable barbarifme 
forbidding mee fo much as once to enter into wyfdomes 
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fchool), yet for that fome will not, for feare of lofing worldly 
promotion (though in the meane tyme they lofe the King- 
dome of Heaven), other fome dare not for difpleafing the 
world: I fay for thefe, and femblable caufes, together with 
the zeale and good will I beare unto my countrey, and fer- 
vent defire of their converfion and amendment, I have taken 
uponn me the contryving of this book ; which God graunt 
may be with like plaufible alacritie received, as with paines 
and good will I have publifhed it for the benefit of my 
cuntrey, the pleafure of the godly and the amendment of 
the wicked. And I doubt not that as none but the wicked 
and perverfe, whofe gawld backes are tutched, will repyne 
again{t mee, fo the godly and vertuous will accept of this 
my labour and travaile herein, whofe gentle favour and 
goodwill fhall counterpoyfe (and farre furmount with mee) 
the maligne ftomacks and ftearn countenances of the other. 
After that I had (right honorable) fully perfe€ted this 
booke, I was minded, notwithf{tanding, both in regard of the 
ftraungenes of the matter it intreateth of, and alfo in ref{pect 
of the rudeneffe of my penne, to have fuppreffed it for ever, 
for diverfe and fundry caufes, and never to have offred it to 
the viewe of the world, but, notwithftanding, being over- 
come by the importunat requeft, and infatigable defire of 
my freinds, I graunted to publifh the fame, as you now fee 
is extant 

But when I had once graunted to imprinte the fame, I 
was in greatter doubt than before, fearinge towhome I might 
dedicate the fame fo rude and impolifhed a worke. And 
withall I was not ignorant, how hard a thing it is in thefe 
daies to finde a patrone of fuch books as this, which fheweth 
to every one his fin, and difcovereth every mans wicked 
waies, which indeed the ungodly can not at any hand abyde, 
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but, as it were, mad-men difgorging their ftomacks (cum 
wn Authorem tum in codicem plenis buccis et dentibus pluf- 
quam caninis rabidé feruntur) they rage, they fume, and 
rayle both again{t the author and his booke. Thus (vacéi- 
lante antimo) my minde wandering too and fro, and refting, 
as it weare, in extafie of defpaire, at laft I called to mind 
your honorable Lordfhip, whofe prayfes have pearced the 
{kyes, and whofe laudable vertues are blowen not over the 
realme of England onely, but even to the furtheft cofts and 
parts of the world. 

All whofe vertues and condigne prayfes, if I fhould take 
uppon mee to recounte, I might as well number the ftarres 
of the {ky, or graffe of the earth. 

For, for godly wyfdome, and zeale to the truth, is not 
your good Lordfhip (without offence be it fpoken) compara- 
ble with the beft ? For fobrietie, affabilitie, and gentle cur- 
tefie to every one, farre excelling many. 

For your great devotion and compaffion to the poore op- 
preffed, in all places famous: for godly fidelitie to your 
Soveraigne, love to the cuntrey, and vertues in generall, 
everie where moft renowmed. 

But leaft I might obfcure your worthie commendations 
with my unlearned penne (lytle or no thing at all emphati- 
call) I will rather furceafe than further to proceed, content- 
ing my felfe rather to have given a fhadowe of them, than 
to have ciphered them foorth, which indeed are both infinit 
and inexplicable. 

In confideration whereof, not withftanding that my Booke " 
be fimpler, bafer, and meaner than that it may (without 
blufhing) prefent it felf to your good Lordfhip (being farre 
unworthie of fuch an honorable perfonage) yet, accordinge 
to your accuftomed clemency, I moft humbly befeache your 
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good Lordthip to receive the fame into your honours 
patrociny and protection, accepting it as an infallible token 
of my faithfull heart, fervice, and good will towardes your 
honourable Lordship: for proofe whereof, would God it 
might once come to paffe, that if not otherwyfe, yet with 
my humble fervice, I might shewe foorth the faithfull and 
ever willing heart I beare in breft to your Lordeship, proteft- 
ing before Heaven and earth, that though power want, yet 
shall fidelitie and faithfulnes faile never. 

“And becaufe this my booke is fubje& (my verie cood 
Lord) to as many reproches, tauntes and reproofes as ever 
was any litle book (for that few can abyde to have their fins 
detected) therfore I have the greater care to commit the 
fame to the guidance and defence of your honour, rather than 
to manie others, not onely for that God hath made your 
honour a lamp of light unto the world of true nobilitie and 
of al integritie and perfection, but alfo hath made you his 
fubftitute, or viceregent, to reforme vices, punish abufes, and 
correcte finne. 

And as in mercie he hath given you this power and au- 
thoritie, fo hath he given you a hungrie defire to accomplish 
the fame according to his will: which zeal in your facred 
breft the Lord increafe for ever. 

And as your Lordship knoweth, reformation of maners 
and amendement of lyfe was never more needfull, for was 
pride (the chiefeft argument of this booke) ever fo rype? 
Do not both men and women (for the moft part) every one 
in generall go attyred in filks, velvets, damatks, fatins, and 
what not? which are attyre onely for the nobilitie and 
gentrie, and not for the other at anie hand? Are not un- 
lawfull games, playes, and enterluds, and the like every 
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where ufed? Is not whoredome, covetoufnes, ufurie, and the 
like, daylie practifed without all punishment of lawe? 

But hereof I fay no more, referring the confideration, both 
of thefe and the reft, to your godly wyfdome. Befeaching 
your good Lordship to pardon my prefumption in {peaking 
thus much, for (zelus domini huc adegit me) the zeal of my 
God hath dryven me heather. 

Knowledge that the Lord hath ordeined you to himfelfe, 
a chofen veffell of honour, to purge his Church of thefe 
abufes and corruptions, which, as in a table, are depainted 
and fet foorth in this litle booke, 

Thus I ceafe to moleft your facred eares any further with 
my rude f{peaches, moft humbly befeaching your good 
Lordship, not onely to admit this my book into your 
honours patronage and defence, but alfo to perfift the juft i, 
defender thereof againft the fwynish crew of rayling Zoilus 
and flowting Momus, with their complices ; to whome it is 
eafier to deprave all things, than to amend any thing them 
felves: which if I shall perceive to be accepted of your 
honour, befides that I shal not care for a thoufand others 
difliking the fame, I shall not only think my felf to have re- 
ceived a fufficient guerdon for my paines, and shalbe therby 
greatly incoraged (if God permit) hereafter to take in hand 
fome memorable thing to your immortall prayfe, honour and 
renowne ; but alfo shall daylie pray to God for your good 
Lordship long to continue, to his good pleafure and your 
harts defire, with increafe of godly honour, reward of lauda- 
blevertue, and eternall felicitie in the Heavens by Jefus Chrift. 

Columna glorie vertus. 
Your Honors to commaund, 
PHILLIP Stubbes. 


I THOUGHT it convenient (good reader, who foever thou 

art that fhalt read thefe my poore laboures) to admo- 
nith thee (leaft haply thou mighteft take my woords other- 
wife than I meant them) of this one thing: that wheras in 
the proceffe of this my booke, I have intreated of certen 
exercyfes ufually practifed amongeft us, as namely of 
playes and enterludes, of dauncing, gaming and fuch other 
like, I would not have thee fo to take mee, as though my 
{peaches tended to the overthrowe and utter difliking of all 
kynd of exercyfes in generall: that is nothing my fimple 
meaning. But the particulare abufes which are crept into 
every one of thefe feverall exercyfes is the onely thing 
which I think worthie of reprehenfion. 

For otherwife (all abufes cut away) who feeth not that 
fome kind of playes, tragedies and enterludes, in their own 
nature are not onely of great ancientie, but alfo very 
honeft and very commendable exercyfes, being ufed and 
practifed in moft Chriftian common weales, as which 
containe matter (fuch they may be) both of doéttrine, eru- 
dition, good example, and wholfome inftruction ; and may 
be ufed, in tyme and place convenient, as conducible to 
example of life and reformation of maners. For fuch is 
our groffe and dull nature, that what thing we fee oppofite 
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before our eyes, do pearce further and printe deeper in our 
harts and minds, than that thing which is hard onely with 
the eares, as Horace, the hethen poet, can witneffe : Seg- 
nius irritant animum atmiffa per aures, quam que funt ho- 
minum occulis objecia. So that when honeft and chaft 
playes, tragedies and enterluds are ufed to thefe ends, for 
the godly recreation of the mind, for the good example of 
life, for the avoyding of that which is evill, and learning of 
that which is good, than are they very tollerable exercyies, 
But being ufed (as now commonly they be) to the pro- 
phanation of the Lord his fabaoth, to the alluring and in- 
vegling of the people from the bleffed word of God preached 
to theaters and unclean affemblies, to ydlenes, unthriftines, 
whordome, wantonnes, drunkennes, and what not; and which 
is more, when they are ufed to this end, to maintaine a great 
fort of ydle perfons, doing nothing but playing and loytring, 
having their lyvings of the fweat of other mens browes, much 
like unto dronets devouring the fweet honie of the poore 
labouring bees, than are they exercyfes (at no hand) 
fufferable. 

But being ufed to the ends that I have faid, they are not 
to be difliked of any fober and wife Chriftian. 

And as concerning dauncing, I wold not have thee (good 
reader) to think that I condemne the exercyfe it felf alto- 
gether; for I know the wifeft fages, and the godlieft fathers 
and patriarches that ever lived, have now and than ufed the 
fame, as David, Salomon, and many others : but my woords 
doo touch and concerne the abufes thereof onely. As be- " 
ing ufed uppon the fabaoth day, from morning untill 
night, in publique affemblies and frequencies of people, 
men and women together, with pyping, flutine, dromming, 
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and fuch like inticements to wantonneffe and fin, together 
with their leapinges, fkippings, and other unchaft geftures, 
not a few: being ufed, or rather abufed, in this fort, I utterly 
difcommend it. : 

But uppon the other fide, being ufed in a mans privat- 
chamber, or howfe, for his godly folace and recreation in 
the feare of God ; or otherwife abroad, with refpect had to 
the time, place and perfons, it is in no refpect to be 
difalowed. 

And wheras I fpeake of gaming, my meaning is not that 
it is an exercife altogether unlawful. For I know that one 
Chriftian may play with another at any kind of godly, 
honeft, civile game, or exercife, for the mutuall recreation 
one of the other, fo that they be not inflamed with covey- 
toufnes, or defire of unlawfull gaine; for the commaund- 
ment faith, thou fhalt not covet: wherfore, if any be voide 
of thefe affections, playing rather for his godly recreation, 
than for defire of filthie lucre, he may ufe the fame in the 
feare of God: yet fo as the ufe therof be not a let or hinder- 
} ance unto him to any other godly exploit. 
a4 But if a man make (as it weare) an occupation of it, 
| {pending both his tyme and goods therein, frequenting 
gaming houfes, bowling allyes, and fuch other places, for 
f ereedineffe of lucre, to him it is an exercife altogether dif- 

a commendable and unlawfull. Wherfore, as thefe be ex- 
ercyfes lawfull to them that know how to ufe them in the 
feare of God, fo are they practifes at no hand fufferable to 
them that abufe them, as I have fhewed. But take away 
the abufes, the thinges in themfelves are not evill, being 
ufed as inftruments to godlynes, not made as fpurres unto 
vice. There is nothing fo good but it may be abufed, yet 


X11 


becaufe of the abufes, Iam not fo ftri& that I wold have 
the things themfelves remooved, no more than I wold meat 
and drinke, becaufe it is abufed, utterly to be taken away. 

And wheras alfo I have fpoken of the exceffe in apparell, 
and of the abufe of the fame, as wel in men as in women 
generally, I wold not be fo underftood, as though my fpeaches 
extended to any, either noble, honorable, or worfhipful; for 
I am farre from once thinking that any kind of fumptuous 
or gorgeous attire is not to be worn of any of them, as I 
fuppofe them rather ornaments in them, than otherwife. 

And that they both may, and, for fome refpects ought, to 
were fuch attire (their birthes, callings, funétions, and eftats 
requiring the fame) for caufes in this my booke laid downe, 
as May appeare; and for the diftinction of them from the 
inferiour forte it is provable, both by the Word of God, 
ancient writers, and common practife of all ages, people 
and nations from the beginning of the world to this day. 

And therfore, when I fpeake generally of the exceffe of 
apparell, my meaning is of the inferiour forte onely, who 
for the moft parte do farre furpaffe either noble, honorable, 
or worfhipfull, ruffling in filks, velvets, fatens, damafks, 
taffeties, gold, filver, and what not, with their fwoords, 
daggers, and rapiers guilte and reguilte, burnifhed, and coftly 
engraven, with al things els that any noble, honorable, or 
worthipfull man doth, or may weare, fo as the one cannot 
eafily be difcerned from the other. 

Thefe be the abufes that I fpeake of, thefe be the evills 
that I lament, and thefe be the perfons that my words doo 
concerne, as the tenure of my Booke, confideratly wayed, 
to any indifferent reader doth purport. 

This much I thought good (gentle Reader) to informe 
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thee of, for thy better inftruction, as well in thefe few points, 
as in all other the like, wherfoever they fhall chaunce to 
occurre in my booke; befeaching thee to conftrue al 
things to the beft, to beare with the rudenes therof, and 
to give the fame thy good-woord and gentle 
acceptaunce. And thus in the 
Lord) 1 “bid thee 
farewell. 


Thyne to uleanitites ord 


PHILLIP Stubbes: 


candido lectort. 


Offendit nimia te garrulitate libellus | 
forté meus, Le¢ctor miror id ipfe nihil, | 
Obfitus eft etenim verborum colluvione 
plusquam vandalica, rebus et infipidis. 
Quare fi fapias operam ne perdito poft hac 
noftra legendo, legas utiliora, vale. 


Idem in Zotlum. 


Zoile cum tanta rabia exardefcis in omnes, 
non aliter rabidus, quam folet ipfe canis: 
Dente Theonino rodens alios, calamoque, 
inceffens hos, qui nil nocuere tibi: 
Vipeream in cunctos vibrans O Zoile linguam, 
linguam quam inficiunt toxica dira tuam: 
Cum Debacchandi finis fit Zoile nullus, 
hora quieta tibi nullaque pretereat : 
Cum tumeas veluti ventrofus Zoile bufo, 
demiror medius quod minus ipfe crepes, 


Aliud in cundem. i 
Dzemones ad tetrum defcendat Zoiius antrum, 
hune lacerent furiaz, Cerborus ore voret. 
Imprecor at mifero quid penas, cui fatis intus ? 
dzemona circumfert pectore namque fuo. 


Liyufdem aliud, 
Si tibi prolixus nimium liber ifte videtur 
pauca legas, poterit fic liber effe brevis. 
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A. D. IN COMMENDATION OF THR AVI 
AND His BOOKE, 


If mortall-man may challenge prayfe 
For any thing done in this lyfe, 
Than may our Stubbes, at all affayes, 
Injoy the fame withouten ftryfe: 
Not onely for his godly zeale, 
And Chriftian life accordinglie, 
But alfo for this booke in fale, 
Heare prefent, now before thine eye. 
Herein the abufes of thefe dayes, 
As in a glaffe thou mayeft behold : 
Oh! buy it than ; hear what he fayes, 
And give him thankes an hundred fold. 


I, F. IN COMMENDATION OF THEA UTHoO, 
AND HIS BOOK #3 


Shall men prophane, who toyes have writ, 
And wanton pamphlets ftore, 

Which onely tend to noorith vice, 
And wickednes the more, 

Deferve their praife, and for the fame 
Accepted be of all, 

And {hall not this our author than 
Receive the lawrell pall ? 

Who for goodwill in facred breft 
He beares to native foyle, 

Hath publithed this godly booke 
With mickle payne and toyle. 
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Wherein, as in a mirrour pure, 
Thou mayeft behold and fee 

The vices of the world difplayed 
Apparent to thy eye. 

He flattereth none, as moft men do, 
In hope to gaine a price ; 

But fhewes to all their wickedneffe, 
And Gods divyne juftice. 

A godlyer booke was never made, 
Nor meeter for thefe dayes: 

Oh! read it than, thank God for it : 
Tet th’ Autor have his praife. 


THE AUTHOR AND HIS BOOKE. 


Now having made thee, feelie booke, 
and brought thee to this frame, 
Full loth I am to publifh thee, 
left thou impaire my name. 


The Booke. 
Why fo, good maifter ? what’s the caufe 
why you fo loth fhould be 
To fend me foorth into the world, 
my fortune for to trye? 


The Author. 
This is the caufe; for that I know 
the wicked thou wilt move; 
And eke becaufe thy ignorance 
is fuch as none can love. 


all, 
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The Booke. 


I doubt not but all godly men 
will love and like mee well; 

And for the other I care not, 
in pride although they fwell. 


The Author. 


Thou art alfo no leffe in thrall, 
and fubjeét every way 

To Momus and to Zoilus crew, 
who’le dayly at thee bay. 


The Booke. 
Though Momus rage and Zoilus carpe, 
I feare them not at all; 
The Lord my God, in whom I truff, 
fhall foone caufe them to fall. 


The Author. 


Well, fith thou wouldeft fo faine be gone, 
I can thee not withhold ; 

Adieu, therfore; God be thy fpeade, 
And bleffe thee a hundred fold. 


The Booke. 


And you alfo, good maifter mine, 
God bleffe you with his grace; 

Preferve you ftill, and graunt to you 

In Heaven a dwelling place. 


tal ANATOMIC OR LE ABUSES 
INP ATIGN AY 


THE ENTERLOCUTORS, OR-SPEAKERS, 
Spudeus, Philoponus. 


1 OD geve you good morrow, Maifter Philoponus. 
Philo. And you alfo, good brother Spudeus. 


Spud. I am glad to fee you in good health, for it was Flying fame 
bruted abroad every where in our countrey (by reafon of ae 


your difcontinuance, I thinke) that you were dead long 
agoe. 

Philo, In deede, I have fpent fome tyme abroad, els where 
than in my native countrey (I muft needs confeffe), but 
how falfe that report is (by whom foever it was firft ru- 
mored, or how farre fo ever it be difperfed) your prefent 
eyes can witneffe. 

Spud. I pray you, what courfe of lyfe have you lead in 
your longe abfence foorth of your owne country ? 

Philo. Truely (brother) I have lead the life of a poore 
travayler in a certaine famous ilande, once named Aznad/a, 
after Azvatirb, but now prefently called Azlgna, wherin I 
have lived thefe feven winters and more, travailing from 
place to place, even all the land over indifferently. 

Spud. That was to your no litle charges, I am fure. 

Philo. It was fo, but what than? I thank God I have 
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atchieved it, and by his dyvine affiftance profperoufly ac- 
complifhed it, his glorious name (worthie of all magnifi- 
cence) bee eternally prayfed therefore. 

Spud. And to what ende did you take in hand this great 
travayle? if I may be fo bould as to afke. 

Philo. Truely, to fee fafhions, to acquainte myfelfe with 
the natures, qualities, properties, and conditions of all men, 
to breake my felfe to the world, to learne nurture, good de- 
meanour, and cyvill behaviour; to fee the goodly fituation 
of citties, townes, and countryes, with their profpects and 
commodities; and finally to learne the ftate of all thinges in 
generall : all which I could never have learned in one place. 
For who fo fitteth at home, ever commorante or abiding in 
one place, knoweth nothinge in refpecte of him that travayl- 
eth abroade: and hee that knoweth nothing is like a brute 
beafte ; but hee that knoweth all thinges (which thinge none 
doeth but God alone) hee is a God amongft men, And 
feeing there is a perfection in knowledge as in every thing 
els, every man ought to defire that perfection; for in my 
judgement there is as much difference (almoft) betwixt a 
man that hath travayled much, and him that hath dwelt 
ever in one place, (in refpect of knowledge and fcience of 
things) as is between a man lyvinge, and one dead in grave ; 
and therfore I have had a great felicytie in travayling 
abroade. 

Spud. Seing that by divyne providence we are heare met 
together, let us (untill we come to the end of our purpofed 
jorney) ufe fome conference of the ftate of the world now at 
this daie, as well to recreate our minds, as to cut of the 
tedyoufnes of oure jorneye. 

Philo. 1 am very well contente fo to doe, being not a litle 
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clad of your good companie; for comes facundus tn via, pro 
vehiculo eft, a good companion too travayle withall is in- 
fteade of a wagon or chariot. For as the one doth eafe the 
painfulnes of the way, fo doth the other alleviat the yrk- 
fomnes of the journey intended. 

Spud. But before I enter combat with you (becaufe I am 
a country man, rude and unlearned, and you, a cyvilian in- 
dued with great wifdome, knowledge, and experience,) I 
moft humbly befeech you that you wyl not be offended 
with me, though I talke with you fomwhat grofly, without 
eyther polifhed wordes, or fyled fpeeches, which your wif- 
dom doth require, and my infufficiencie and inabylitie is 
not of power to affoorde. 

Phil. Your fpeeches (I put you out of doubt) fhall not be 
offenfive to mee, if they be not offenfive to God firft. 

Spud. I pray you what maner of countrey is that Ailgna, 
where you fay you have travailed fo much? 

Philo. A pleafant and famous iland, immured about by 
the fea, as it were with a wall, wherein the aire is verie 
temperate, the ground fertile, and abounding with all 
things, either neceffary to man or needefull for beaft. 

Spud. What kinde of people are they that inhabite 
there ? 

Philo. A ftrong kinde of people, audacious, bold, puiffant, 
and heroycal; of great magnanimitie, valiauncie, and prowes, 
of an incomparable feature, of an excellente complexion, 
and in all humanitie inferiour to none under the funne. 

Spud. This people, whome God hath thus bleffed, muft 
needes bee a very godly people, eyther els they be meere 
ingrate to God, the author of all grace, and of thefe their 
bleffinges efpecially. 
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Philo. It greeveth me to remember their lives, or to make 
mention of their wayes; for, notwithftanding that the 
Lorde hath bleffed that lande with the knowledge of his 
truth above all other landes in the woride, yet is there not 
a people more abrupte, wicked, or perverfe, living upon the 
face of the earth. 3 

Spud. From whence fpring all thefe evills in man ? for we 
fee everie one is inclined to fin naturally, and there is no 
flefh which liveth and finneth not. 

Philo, All wickednes, mifchiefe, and finne (doubte you not, 
brother Sfuwd.) {pringeth of our auncient enemie the devill, 
the inveterate corruption of our nature, and the inteftine 
malice of our owne hearts, as from the originals of all un- 
cleannes and impuritie whatfoever. But we are now newe 
creatures, and adoptive children, created in Chrift Jefus to 
doe good woorkes, which God hath prepared us to walke in. 
Wherefore wee ought to have no fellowfhip with the workes 
of darkneffe, but to put on the armour of light, Chrift 
Jefus, to walke in the newneffe of life, and to worke our 
falvation in feare and trembling, as the apoftle faith; and 
our Saviour Chrift biddeth us fo work as our workes may 
glorifie our heavenlye Father. But (alas!) the contrarie is 
moft true; for there is no finne that was ever broached in 
any age, which florifheth not nowe. And therfore the feare- 
full daie of the Lord cannot be farre of ; at which day all 
the world fhall ftand in flafhing fier, and then fhall Chrift 
our Saviour come marching in the clowdes of heaven, with 
his taratantara founding in each mans eare, Arife you dead, 
and come to judgement! and than fhall the Lord reward 
every man after his own workes. But how little this is 
ef{teemed of, and how fmally regarded, to confider it greeveth 
me to the very harte, and there is almoft no life in mee. 
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Spud, It is but a follie to greeve at them who forowe not | 
for them felves. Let them finck in their owne finne: lyve 
well your felfe, and you fhall not anfweare for them, nor Every man 
they for you. Is it not written, wxw/qut/que portabit fuum ate 
onus ? Every one fhall beare his owne burden. Azzma que 
peccavertt, tpfa morietur: the foule that finneth fhall dy. 
Wherfore furceafe to forow or greeve any more for them, for 
they are fuch as the Lord hath caft of[f] into a reprobat 
fence, and prejudicat opinion, and preordinat to deftruction, 
that his power, his glorie, and juftice may appeare to all 
the world. 
Philo. Oh, brother! ther is no Chriftian man in whofe hart 
fhineth /cintillula aliqua pretatis, any fparke of God his 
erace, which will not greeve to fee his brethren and fifters 
in the Lord, members of the fame body, coheyres, of the 4, 
fame kingdom, and purchafed with one and the fame in- 
eftimable price of Chrift his bloud, to runne thus defperatlie 
into the gulphe of deftru¢tion and laberinth of perdition. 
If the leaft and meaneft member of the whole body be hurt, 
wounded, cicatriced, or brufed, doth not the hart and everie 
member of thy body feele the anguifh and paine of the 
erieved parte, feking and endevouring them felves, every The mutual 
one in his office and calling, to repaire the fame, and never PNG 
joying untill that he reftored again to his former integritie with an other. 
and perfection ? Which thinge, in the balance of Chriftian 
charity, confideratly weighed, may moove any good man to 
mourn for their defection, and to affay by all poffible means 
to reduce them home again, that their foules maie be faved “i 
in the daye of the Lord. And the apoftle commandeth us, 
that we be (alter altertus emolumento) an ayde and helpe 
one to an other. And that we do good to all men, dum 
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tempus habemus, whyleft we have tyme. To weepe with 
them that weepe, to mourne with them that mourne, and 
to be of like affe€tion one towardes an other. And common 
reafon advertifeth us, that wee are not borne for our felves 
onelie; for ortus nofirt partem patria, partem amict, partem 
parentes vendicant: our country challengeth a part of our 
byrth, our brethren and frendes require an other parte, 
and our parentes (and that optzmo jure) doe vendicate a 
third parte: wherefore I will affay to doe them goed (if I 
can) in difcovering their abufes, and laying open their inor- 
mities, that they, feeing the greevoufnes of their maladies, 
and daunger of theyr difeafes, may in time wfeekemtautnc 
true phifition and expert chirurgion of their foules, Chrift 
Jefus, of whome onele commeth all health and grace, and 
fo eternallysbelaved: 

Spud. Seeing that fo many and fo haynous finnes do 
raigne and rage in Ailgna, as your words import, and 
which moove you to fuch inteftine forrowe and griefe of 
minde, I pray you defcribe unto me more perticularly 
fome of thofe capitall crimes, and chiefe abufes which are 
there frequented, and which difhonour the majeftie of God 
the moft, as you fuppofe. 


A particular defcription of Pride, the principall 
Abufe; and how manifold it is 
in Ailgna. 


Philoponus. 
You do well to requeft me to cipher foorth unto you 
parte of thofe great abufes (and cardinall vices) ufed in 
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Ailgna, for no man in anie catalogue, how prolixe foever, is 
able to comprehend the fumme of all abufes there in practife. 
And whereas you would have mee to fpeake of thofe capitall 
or chiefe abufes, which are both deadly in their owne nature, 
and which offende the majeftie of God mofte, mee thinke you 
fhake hands with the fworne enemies of God, the Papiftes, 
who fay there are two kindes of finne, the one veniall, the 
other lethall or deadly. But you muft underftand that there 
is not the leaft finne, that is committed, eyther in thought, 
woorde or deede (yea, Ve univerfe juftitie nofire, fi re- 
mota mifericordia judicetur : \No be to all our rigteoufnes, 
if, mercy put away, they fhould bee judged) but it is 
damnable, dempta mifericordia Det, if the mercie of God be 
not extended. And againe; there is no finne fo greevous, 
which the grace and mercy of God is not able to counter- 
vaile withal, and if it bee his pleafure to blot it out for 
ever. So that you fee now, there is no finn fo venial, but 
if the mercie of God be not ftretched out, it is damnable; 
nor yet anie finne fo mortall, which by the grace and 
mercie of God may not be done away. And therfore as 
we are not to prefume of the one, fo we are not to defpaire 
of the other. But to returne againe to the fatisfying of 
your requeft. The greateft abufe, which both offendeth 
God motte, and is there not a little advaunced, is the exe- 
crable finne of pride, and exceffe in apparell, which is there 
fo ripe, as the filthie fruits thereof have long fince prefented 
themfelves before the throne of the majeftie of God, calling 
and crying for vengeance day and nighte inceffantly. 

Spud. Wherfore have you intended to {peak of pride the 
firft of all, geving unto it the firft place in your tra€tation ? 
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Becaufe it is evill in it felfe, and the efficiente caufe of 
evill, or for fome other purpofe? 

Philo. For no other caufe but for that I thinke it to bee 
not onely euill and damnable in its owne nature, but alfo 
the verie efficient caufe of all evills. And therfore the wife 
man was bolde to call it /ztium omnium malorum, the be- 
sinning andwelfpring of al evils. For as from the roote all na- 
tural thinges doe grow, and take their beginning, fo from the 
curfed roote of peftiferous pride do all other evilles fproute, 
and thereof areingenerate. Therfore may pride be called not 
improperly, Matercula et origo omnium vitiorum, the mother 
and nurfe of al mifchief: for what thyng fo haynous, what 
crime fo flagitious, what deed fo perillous, what attempt fo 
venterous, what enterprife fo pernitious, or what thing fo 
offenfive to God or hurtful to man in all the world, which 
man (of himfelfe a very Sathanas), to maintain his pride 
withall, wil not willingly atchieve? hereof wee have too 
muche experience. everye day, more is) tempi te: 

Spud. How manyfold is this fin of pride, whereby the 
elorie of God is defaced, and his majeftie fo greevoufly 
offended | 

Philo. Pride is tripartite; namely, the pryde of the hart, 
the pride of the mouth, and the pryde of apparell, which 
(unles I bee deceived) offendeth God more then the other 
two. For as the pride of the heart and mouth is not oppo- 
fite to the eye, nor vifible to the fight, and therefor intice 
not others to vanitie and fin (notwithftanding they bee 
greevous finnes in the fight of God) fo the pride of apparel, 
remaining in fight, as an exemplarie of evill, induceth the 
whole man to wickednes and (inne. 

Spud. Wow is the pride of the hart committed ? 
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Philo. Pride of the hart is perpetrate when as a man 
lifting him felfe on highe, thinketh of himfelf above that 
which he is of himfelfe, dreaming a perfeétion of himfelfe, 
when he is nothing leffe; and in refpect of himfelfe con- 
temneth, vilifieth, and reproacheth all men, thinking none 
comparable to him felfe, whofe righteoufnes, notwithftand- 
ing, is like to the polluted cloth of a menftruous woman. 
Therfore the pryde of the heart may bee faide too bee a 
rebellious elation, or lyftynge uppe of the mynde agaynfte 
the lawe of God, attrybutynge and afcrybynge that unto 
himfelfe whiche is proper to God onely. And although it 
bee the Lorde, Quz operatur in nobts velle et poffe, who 
worketh in us both the wil and power to do good, we gloria- 
retur omnis caro, leafte anie flefhe fhould bofte of his owne 
power and ftrength, yet pride, with his cofin germayn 
Philautia, which is felfe love, perfwadeth him that he hath 
neede of no mans helpe but his owne; that he ftandeth by 
his own proper ftreneth and power, and by no mans els, and 
that he is al in all; yea, fo perfect and good as no more 
can be exacted of hym. 

Spud. How is pride of wordes, or pride of mouth, com- 
mitted ? 

Philo. Pride of mouth, or of wordes, is when we boatft, 
bragge, or glorie, eyther of ourfelves, our kinred, confan- 
guynitie, byrth, parentage, and fuche like: or when we 
extol our felves for any vertue, fancétimonie of lyfe, fincerytie 
of godlynes, which eyther is in us, or which we pretend to 
Dent us. = in) thisekinde¥ of, pridé-(astin® the: other) almoit 
every one offendeth ; for fhal you not have all (in a maner) 
boaft and vaunt themfelves of their auncetors and pro- 


genitors? Saying and crying with open mouth, I am a 
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gentleman, I am worfhipful, I am honouroble, I am noble, 
and I can not tell what: my father was this, my father 
was that: Iam come of this houfe, and I am come of that. 
Wheras, dame Nature bryngeth us all into the worlde after 
one forte, and receiveth all againe into the wombe of our 
mother, I meane the bowelles of the earth, al in one and the 
fame order and manner, without any difference or diverfitie 
at all; wherof more hereafter fhalbe fpoken. 

Spud. How is pride of apparell committed ? 

Philo. By wearyng of apparell more gorgeous, fumptuous, 
and precious than our ftate, callyng, or condition of lyfe re- 
quireth ; wherby we are puffed up into pride, and inforced 
to thinke of our felves more than we ought, beyng but vile 
earth, and miferable finners. And this finne of apparell (as 
I have fayde before) hurteth more then the other two; for 
the finne of the heart hurteth none but the author in whom 
it breedeth, fo long as it burfteth not foorth into exteriour 
action: and the pride of the mouth (whiche confifteth, as 
I have fayd, in oftenting and braggyng of fome fingular 
vertue, eyther in himfelfe or fome other of his kinred, and 
which he arrogateth to himfelfe (by hereditarie poffeffion or 
lineall diffent) though it be meere ungodly in it owne 
nature; yet it is not permanent (for wordes fly into the aire, 
not leaving any print or character behinde them to offend 
the eyes) but this finne of exceffe of apparelle remayneth 
as an example of evyll before our eyes, and as a provocative 
to finne, as experience daylye fheweth. 

Sud. Would you not have men to obferve a decencie, 
a comlineffe, and a decorum in their ufuall attyre? Doeth 
not the worde of God commaund us to do all things decenter 
et fecundum ordinem civilem, decently and after a cyvile 
maner ? 
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Philo. 1 would with that a decencie, a comly order, and, 
as you fay, a decorum were obferved, as well in attyre as in 
all things els: but would God the contrarie were not true ; 
for moft of our novell inventions and new fangled fafhions 
rather deforme us then adorne us, difguife us then become 
us, makyng us rather to refemble favadge beaftes and ftearne 
monfters, then continent, fober, and chafte Chriftians. 

Spud. Hathe this contagious infection of pride in apparell 
infected and poyfoned any other countrey befide Ailgna, 
fuppofe you? 

Philo. No doubt but this poyfon hath fhed foorth his 
influence, and powred foorth his ftinking dregges over all 
tiestace Of the cattn, but yet 1 ain {ure there is not.any 
people under the zodiacke of heaven, how clownifh, rurall, 
or brutith foever, that is fo poifoned with this arfnecke of 
pride, or hath drunke fo deepe of the dregges of this cup 
as Ailgna hath; with griefe of confcience I fpeake it, with 
forow I fee it, and with teares I lament it. 

Spud. But I have heard them faye that other nations 
paffe them for exquifite bravery in apparell : as the Italians, 
the Athenians, the Spaniards, the Caldeans, Helvetians, 
Zuitzers, Venetians, Mufcovians, and fuch lyke: now, 
whither this be true or not I greatly defire to knowe. 

Philo. This is but a vifour, or cloke, to hide their fodom- 
etrie withall; onelye fpoken, not prooved; forged in the 
deceiptfull mint of their owne braynes ; for (if credit may 
be given to ancient writers) the Egyptians are faid never to 
have changed their fafhion, or altered the forme of their firft 
attire from the beginning to this day: as Jacobus Stuperius, 
lib. de diverts noftre etatis habilibus, pag. 16, affrmeth. The 
Grecians are faide to ufe but one kynde of apparell without 
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any chaunge: that is, to wit, a longe gowne reaching downe 
to the grounde. 

The Germaynes are thought to be fo precife in obferving 
one uniforme fafhion in apparell, as they have never receeded 
from their firft origina ; as the faid Stuperius fayth in thefe 
wordes: Von entm mores leviter mutare vetufias, Germanus 
unguam confuevit zncola: whiche in Englyfh verfe is thus 
race Meee ete 


The Germayne people never ufe 
lightly to chop and chaunge 
Lhe cuftomes olde, or els attyre, 
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The Mufcovians, Athenians, Italians, Brafilians, A ffricans, 
Afianes, Cantabrians, Hungarians, Ethiopians, or els what 
nation foever under the funne, are fo farre behinde the 
people of Ailgna in exquifitneffe of apparell, as in effect 
they efteeme it litle or nothyng at all, fo it repell the colde 
and cover their fhame; yea, fome of them are fo fmally 
addicted therto, that, fetting apart all honeftie and thame, 
they go cleane naked. Other fome meanly apparelled, 
fome in beafts fkinnes, fome in haire, and what ever 
they can get: fome in one thing, fome in another, no- 
thing regarding eyther hofen, thoes, bands, ruffes, fhirts, 
or any thing els. And the civileft nations that are bee 
fo farre eftraunged from the pride of apparell, that they 
efteme him as bravelye attyred that is clothed in our 
carzies, frizes, ruges, and other kinds of cloth, as we do him 
that is clad all over in filkes, velvets, fatens, damafks, gro- 
grains, taffeties, arid fuch like. So that herby you fee that 
they {peak untruly, that fay that other nations exceede them 
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in braverie of apparell. For it is manifeft that all other | 
nations under the fun, how ftrange, how new, how fine, or 

how comly foever they think their fafhions to be, when they 

be compared with the dyverfe fafhions and fundrie formes 

of apparell in Ailgna, are mofe unhandfome, brutifh, and 
monftroufe. And herby it appeareth that no people in the 

world is fo curioufe in new fangles as they of Ailgna be. 

But graunte it were fo, and admit that others excelled them 

(which is falfe), fhall we do evill becaufe they do fo? fhall 

their wickedneffe excufe us of finne, if we commit the like 

and worfe? fhall not the foule that finneth dye? Wherfore 

let us not finne of prefumption with the multitude, becaufe 

they do fo, leaft we be plagued with them becaufe we doe 

the like. Moreover, thofe cuntreyes are rich and welthie of 

them felves, abounding with all kind of precioufe ornaments Other coun- 
and riche attyre, as filks, velvets, fatens, damafks, farcenet, ‘SY 2% t° 


be blamed 
taffetie, chamlet, and fuch like (for al thefe are made in though they 


thofe foraine cuntreyes), and therfore if they weare them Seeeae a 
they are not muche to be blamed, as not having anie other Why. 

kind of cloathing to cover themfelves withall. So if wee 

would contente ourfelves with fuch kinde of attire as our 

owne countrey doeth minifter unto us, it were much toller- 

able. But wee are fo furprifed in pride, that if it come not eer 
from beyond the feas, it is not worth a ftraw. And thus not so muche 
we impoverifh our felves in buying their trifling merchan- eee aces 
dizes, more plefant than neceffarie, and inrich them, who 

rather laugh at us in their fleeves than otherwife, to fee our 

great follie in affecting of trifles, and departing with good j 
merchandizes for it. And howe litle they efteeme of filkes, 

velvets, fatens, damafks, and fuch like, wee may eafely fee, 


in that they fell them to us for wolles, frizes, ruggs, carzies, 


Every man 
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callinge. 


The nobility 
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and the lyke, whiche they coulde never doe if they efteemed 
of them as much as we doe. So that you fee they are 
forced of neceffytye to weare fuch riche attyre, wanting 
other things (whereof we have ftore) to inveft themfelves 
withall. But who feeth not (excepte wilfullie blynde) that 
no neceffitie compelleth us to weare them, having abund- 
ance of other things to attire our felves with, both hanfomer, 
warmer, and as comlie as they in everie refpecte? But 
farre fetched and deare bought is good for ladyes they fay. 

Spud. Doe you thinke it not permitted to any, havinge 
{tore of other neceffary clothing, to wearemi eon elvcrs 
taffeties, and other fuche riche attyre, of what calling foever 
they be of ? 

Ph. I doubt not but it is lawfull for the poteftates, the 
nobilitie, the gentrie, yeomanrie, and for everye private 
fubjecte els to weare attyre every one in his degree, accord- 
inge as his calling and condition of life requireth; yet a 
meane is to be keept, for omne extremum vertitur in vitium, 
every extreme is turned into vice. The nobilitye (though 
they have ftore of other attyre) and the gentrie (no doubte) 
may ufe a rich and precoufe kynd of apparell (in the feare 
of God) to innoble, garnithe, and fet forthe their byrthes, dig- 
nities, functions, and callings; but for no other refpecte they 
they may not in any maner of wyfe. The majeftrats alfo 
and officers in the weale publique, by what tytle foever they 
be called (accordinge to their abylities), may weare (if the 
prince or fuperintendent do godly commaund) coftlie orna- 
ments and riche attyre, to dignifie their callings, and to 
demonftrat and fhewe forth the excelency and worthines of 
their offices and functions, therby to ftrike a terroure and 
feare into the harts of the people to offend againft the 
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majefty of their callings: but yet would I with that what is 
fuperfluous or overmuche, either in the one or in the other, 
fhold be diftributed to the helpe of the pore members of 
Chrift Jefus, of whom an infynite number daylie do perifh 
thorowe want of neceffare refection and due fuftentation to 
their bodies. And as for the privat fubjects, it is not at any 
hand lawful that they fhould weare filks, velvets, fatens, 
dama{ks, gould, filver, and what they lift (though they be 
never fo able to maintain it), except they, being in fome 
kinde of office in the commonswealth, do ufe it for the dig- 
nifying and innobling of the fame. But now there is fuch 
a confufe mingle mangle of apparell in Ailgna, and fuch 
prepofterous exceffe therof, as every one is permitted to 
flaunt it out in what apparell he luft himfelfe, or can get by 
anie kind of meanes. So that it is verie hard to knowe who 
is noble, who is worfhipfull, who is a gentleman, who is not: 
for you shall have thofe which are neither of the nobylitie, 
gentilitie, nor yeomanry ; no, nor yet anie magittrat, or 
officer in the common welth go daylie in filkes, velvets, 
fatens, damafks, taffeties, and fuch like, notwithftanding 
that they be both bafe by byrthe, meane by eftate, and 
fervyle by calling. This is a great confufion, and a generall 
diforder, God be mercifull unto us! 

Spud. If it be not lawfull for every one to weare filks, 
velvets, fatens, damafks, taffeties, gold, filver, precioufe 
{tones, and what not, wherfore did the Lord make and 
ordein them ? 

Philo, I denie not but they may be worne of them who 
want other things to cloth them withal, or of the nobylity, 
gentilytie, or magiftery, for the caufes abovefaid, but not of 
every proud fixnet indifferentlie, that have ftore of other 
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attyre inough. And yet did not the Lord ordeane thefe riche 
ornaments and gorgioufe veftments to be worne of all men, 
or of anie, fo muche as to garnish, bewtifie, and fet forth the 
majefty and glorie of this his earthly kingdome : for as cloth 
of gold, arafe, tapeftrie, and fuch other riche ornaments, 
pendices, and hangings in a houfe of eftate ferve not onely 
to manuall ufes and fervile occupations, but alfo to decorate, 
to bewtifie, and become the houfe, and to showe the riche 
eftate and glorie of the owner; fo thefe riche ornaments, 
and fumpteoufe veftments of the earthly territory of this 
world, do not onelie ferve to be worn of them, to whome it 
doth appertaine (as before) but alfo to shew forth the power, 
welth, dignity, riches, and glorie of the Lord, the author of 
all goodneffe. And here in the providence and mercy of 
God appeareth moft plainelye; for wher there is {tore of 
other clothing, there hath he given leffe ftore of filks, velvets, 
fatens, damafks, and fuch like: and wher there is plenty of 
them there is no clothing els almoft; and thus the Lord did 
deale for that every cuntrey ought to contente themfelves 
with their owne kind of attyre ; except neceffytie force the 
contrarie, for than we are to ufe our libertie, in the feare of 
God. 

Spud. I praye you, let mee intreate you to fhewe mewhere- 
fore our apparell was given us, and by whome? 

Philo, Your requefte is both diffufe and intricate, and 
more than my weake and infirme knowledge is able to 
comprehend ; yet leaft I might bee adjudged unwilling to 
doe good, I will affay to doe the beft I can. 

When the Lord our God, a fpiritual, intelleétible under- 
ftanding fubftance, incomprehenfible, immenfurable, and in- 
acceffible, had, by his woord and heavenly wifdome, Chrift 
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Jefus, created and made the world and all things therin 

contayned, the fixte day he created man after his own 

fimilitude and likenes, in innocencie, holines, righteoufnes, 

and all kind of perfeétion, he placed him in Paradife teref- 

trial, commaunding him totyl and manure the fame. Than, 

the devil, an old maligner of mankind, who before was an 

angel in heaven, and through fin of pride in arrogating to 

himfelfe the feate and throne of Gods majefty, caft down 

into the lake of hell, envying mans glorious eftate, which he 

than had loft, came unto man in Paradife, and inticed him 

(oh, torteoufe ferpent !) to eat of the forbidden fruite, wherof 

the Lorde God had forbidden him to taft on pain of his He ba 

life: notwith{tanding Adam, condefcending to his wife her malice of the 

perfwafions, or rather to the ferpent, having buzzed his “¢¥"! 

venemous fuggeftions into their eares, tooke of the apple 

and did eat, contrarie to the expreffe commandement of 

his God. This done, their eyes were opened, thei faw their 

nakednes, and were not a litle ashamed ; (and yet before fin 

was committed, they, being both naked, were not ashamed; 

but fin once committed they became uncleane, filthie, loth- 

fome, and deformed,) and fewed them garments of fig leaves 

together, to cover their shame withall. Than the Lord, 

pittying their miferieand loathing their deformity, gave them 

pelts and felles of beafts to make them garments withall, to 

the end that their shamefull parts might leffe appeare; yet 

fome are fo brafen faced and fo impudent that, to make the Impudent 
é : : : beasts. 

devill and his members fport, will not fticke to make open 

shew of thofe parts which God commaundeth to be covered, 

nature willeth to be hid, and honefty is ashamd once to be- 

hold or looke upon. 


Spud. I gather by your words three fpeciall poynts. Firft, 


Wherfor our 
apparell was 


geven us. 
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that fin was the caufe why our apparell was given us; 
fecondly, that God is the author and giver therof; thirdly, 
that it was given us to cover our fhame withall, and not to 
feed the infatiable defires of mens wanton and luxurious 
Cles: 

Philo. Your collection is very true. Than, feeing that our 
apparel was given us of God to cover our fhame, to keep 
our bodies from cold, and to be as pricks in our eies to put 
us in mind of our miferies, frailties, imperfections, and fin, 
of our backeflyding from the com:naundements of God and 
obedience of the higheft, and to excite us the rather to con- 
trition and compunction of the fpirit, to bewayle our mifery, 
and to crave mercy at the mercifull hands of God, let us be 
thankfull to God for them, be forie for our finnes (which 
weare the caufe therof,) and ufe them to the glory of our 
God, and the benefyte of our bodies and foules, againft the 
ereat day of the Lord appeare. But (alas) thefe good 
creatures which the Lord our God gave us for the refpects 
before rehearfed, we have fo perverted as now they ferve, 
in {tead of the devills nettes, to catche poore foules in ; for 
every one now adaies (almoft) covet to deck and painte 
their living fepulchres, or earthly graves (their bodies I 
mieane) with all kind of braverie, what foever can be devifed, 
to delight the eyes of the unchaft behoulders, wherby God 
is difhonored, offence is encreafed, and much finne daylie 
committed, as in further difcourfe fhall plainly appeare. 

Spud, Did the Lord cloth our firft parents in leather, as 
not having any thing more precioufe to attyre them withall, 
or for that it might be a permanent rule, or patern, unto us 
(his pofterity) for ever, wherafter we are of force to make all 
our garments, fo as it is not now lawfull to go in richer 
arraye, without offendinge his majeftie? 
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Philo. Although the Lord did not cloth them fo meanly, 
for that he had nothing els more precioufe to attyre them 
withall, (for Domini eft terra, et plenttudo ejus, the earth is 
ties_ords and thestulnette therof, faith the Lord by his 
pfalmift ; and by his prophet, Gold is myne, filver is myne, 
and all the riches of the world is my own,) yet, no doubt, 
but he would that this their meane and bafe attyre fhould 
be as arule, or pedagogie, unto us, to teach us that we ought 
rather to walke meanelye and fimplye, than gorgioufly or 
pompoufly; rather ferving prefent neceffitye, than regarding 
the wanton appetits of our lafcivioufe mindes. Not with- 
ftandinge, I fuppofe not that his heavenlye majefty would 
that thofe garments of lether fhould ftand as a rule or 
pattern of neceffytie unto us, wherafter we fhold be bound 
to fhape all our apparell for ever, or els greevouflye to 
offende; but yet by this we may fee his bleffed will is, that 
we fhould rather go an ace beneth our degree, than a jote 
above. And that any fimple covering pleafeth the godly, 
fo that it repell the colde and cover the fhame, it is more 
than manifeft, as well by the legends both of prophane 
hiftoryographers, chronologers, and other writers, as alfo by 
the cenfures, examples, and lyves of all godly fince the 
beginning of the world. And if the Lord would not that 
the attyre of Adam fhould have beene a figne or patterne 
of mediocritie unto us, he both in mercy would and, in his 
almighty power, could have invefted them in filks, velvets, 
But the Lord 
our God forefawe that if he had clothed man in rich and 
gorgioufe attyre (f{uch is our proclyvitye to finne) he wold 
have bene proude therof, as we fee it is come to paffe at this 
day (God amend it), and therby purchafe to himfelfe, his 
body and foule, eternall damnation. 
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Spud. Than, it feemeth a thinge materiall, and of great 
importance, that we refemble our firft parents in aufterity 
and fimplicity of apparell, fo much as may be poffible, doth 
itanoue 

Philo. T put no religion in goinge, or not goinge, in the 
like fimple attyre of our parents Adam and Eva (as our 
Papifts, Papiftes ? no, Sorbonifts, Sorbonif{ts ? no, Atheifts 
Atheifts? no, plaine Sathanifts do, placing all their religion 
in hethen garments and Romith raggs) fo that we observe 
a meane and exceade not in pride. But notwithftanding, 
if we approched a litle nearer them in godly fimplicitie 
and chriftian fobrietie, both of apparell and maner of 
lyvinge, we fhould not onely pleafe God a great deale the 
more, and enritche our cuntrey, but alfo avoyd many fcan- 
dals and offences which grow daily by our exccffive ryot, 
and ryotoufe exceffe in apparell. For doth not the appa- 
rell {tyrre uppe the heart to pride? doth it not intice 
others to finne? and doth not fin purchafe hell, the 
cuerdon of pride ? 

Spud. But they fay they pleafe God, rather than offend 
him, in wearing this gorgioufe attyre, for therby the glory 
of his workmanfhip in them doth more appeare. Befides 
that, it maketh a man to be accepted and efteemed of in 
every place ; wheras otherwife they fhould be nothing leffe. 

Philo. Yo think that the Lorde our God is delighted in 
the fplendente fhew of outward apparell, or that it fetteth 
forth the glory of his creatures, and the majefty of his 
kingdom, I fuppofe there is no man (at leaft no perfect 
chriftian man) fo bewitched or affotted: for that weare as 
much as to fay, that ftinking pride and filthie finne tended 
to the glory of God; fo that the more we fyn, the more we 
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increafe his prayfe and glorye. But the Lord oure God is 
fo farre from delightinge in finne, that he adjudgeth them 
to eternall death and damnation that committe the fame. 
Than, who is he that will take pleafure in vayne apparell, 
which, if it be worne but a whyle will fall to ragges, and if 
it be not worne will foone rotte or els be eaten with 
mothes. His wayes are not oure wayes, his judgements not 
our judgements, as he fayth by his Prophet: and wheras 
they holde that apparell fetteth foorth the glorie of his 
majeftie in his creatures, makynge them to appeare fairer, 
than other wyfe they would of themfelves, it is blafphem- 
oufly fpoken, and much derogateth from the excellency 
and glory of his name. For faith not God by his prophet 
Moyles, that after he had made all creatures, he beheld 
them all, and behould they weare (and efpecially man, the 
excellenteft of all other his creatures, whom he made after 
his own fimilitude and likneffe) excedinge good ? And were 
all creatures good and perfect, and only man not perfect, 
nor faire inough? If thefe their fpeeches were true (which 
in the fulneffe of their blafphemie they fhame not to {peake) 
than might we eafily convince the Lord of untrue fpeaking, 
who in his facred word informeth us, that man is the per- 
fécte{t creature, and the fayreft of al others, that ever he 
made (excepting the hevenly fpirits, and angelical crea- 
tures) after his own likeneffe, as before. O man! who arte 
thou, that reafoneft with thy Creator? fhall the clay fay 
unto the potter, why haft thou made me thus? or can the 
clay make himfelfe better favored than the potter, who 
gave him his firft ftamp and proportion? Shall we think 
that ftinking pride can make the workmanfhippe of the 
Lord to feeme fayrer ? Than, why did the Lord cloth us fo 
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at the firft? or at leaft, why gave he not commaundement 
in his will and teftament, which he fealed with the price of 
the bloud of his fonne, to cloth our felfes in riche and gor- 
gioufe apparel to fet forth his glory the more? But away 
with thefe dogs and hellith haggs, who retaine this opinion, 
that curfed pride glorifieth God, and fetteth forth or bewti- 
fieth his workmanfhippe in his creatures! In vain is it for 
me to expoftulat with them, for doubtles none hould this, 
but fuch as be mifcreants (or devills incarnate) and men 
caft of into a reprobate fence, whom I befeech the Lord, in 
the bowels of his mercy, either fpeedely to convert that 
they perifh not, or els confounde, that they hurte not, that 
peace may be uppon I{rael. Thus, having fufficiently (1 
truft) refelled their falfe pofitions, I leave them to the 
Lord, befeechinge them (as they tender their own falvation) 
linguas compefcere digitis, to ftoppe their facrilegioufe 
mouthes with their fingers, and not to fpit againft heaven, 
or kicke againft the pricke, as they do, anie longer: for the 
Lord our God is a confuming fier, and upon obftinate fin- 
ners fhal raine down fire and brim{fton, and confume them 
in his wrath. This is our portion acquired by finne. 

Spud. But what fay you to the other branch of their 
conclufion, namely, that apparell maketh them to be ac- 
cepted, and well taken in every place? 

Philo. Amongeft the wicked and ignorante pezants, I 
muft needes confeffe, they are the more eftemed in refpect 
of their apparell, but nothing at all the more, but rather the 
leffe, amongeft the godly wyfe. So farre of[f] will all wyfe 
men be from accepting of any for his gay apparell onely, 
that be he never fo gallantly painted or curioufly plumed 
in the deceiptfull fethers of pride) they wil rather contemne 
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him a great deale the more, taking him to bea man puffed 

up with pride and vaine glorie, a thing both odioufe, and 

Getettable to God sandveoed) mens And) fecine 1 cannot The wise will 
{tand with the rule of God his juftice, to accept, or not to ee oat - 
accept, any man for his apparell, or any other externe fhew apparell. 

of deceiptfull vanytie, it is manifeft, that man, doinge the 

contrarie, is a Judas to the truth, a traytor to juftice, and 

an enemy to the Lord: wherfore farre be that from al good 
Chriftians; and if thofe that go fo richely clothed fhould be 

efteemed the rather for their rich apparel than d contrario, 

muft thofe that go in meane and bafe attire be the more 
contemned, and defpifed for their povertie. And than, 

fhould Chrift Jefus, our great Ambaffador from the king of 

heaven, and only Saviour, be contemned, for he came in 

poore and mean array: but Chrift Jefus is bleffed in his 

pore raggs, and all others are contemned in their rich and 

precious attyre. Under a fimple cote many tymes lyeth 

hid great wifdom and knowledg; and contrarely, under 

brave attyre fomtime is covered great ydiotacy and folly. 

Hereof every daies fucceffe offreth proofe fufficient, more is 


the pytie. 
Spud. Wherfore would you have men accepted, if not Wisdom not 
for apparell ? tyed to exte- 


rior pompe of 


Philo. If any be fo foolith to ymagin that he fhalbe apparel. 

worfhipped, reverenced, or accepted the rather for his appa- 

rell, he is not fo wyfe as I pray God make me. For furely, Reverence 
for my part, I will rather worfhippe and accept of a pore a Pepe 
man (in his clowtes and pore raggs) having the gifts and 
ornaments of the mind, than I will do him that roifteth and 

plaunteth daylie and howrely in his filks, velvets, fatens, 

damafks, gold or filver, what foever, without the induments 
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of vertue, wherto only al reverence is due. And therfore 
as any man is indued, or not indued, with vertue, and true 
godlyneffe, fo will I reverence, or not reverence, accept or 
not aceept of him: wherfore if any gape after reverence, 
worfhip or acceptation, let them thirft after vertue, as 
namely, wifdome, knowledge, difcretion, modeftie, fobrietie, 
affability, gentleneffe and fuche like; than can they be 
without reverence or acceptation no more than the fonne 
can be without light, the fire without heat, or the water 
without his naturall moyfture. 

S¢. Than I gather, you would have men accepted for 
vertue and true godlines, wold you not? 

Ph. I would not only have men to be accepted and re- 
verenced for their virtue (though the chiefeft reverence is 
onely to be dttributed to him, whofe facred breft fraught 
with vertue, as it may well be called the Promptuarie or 
Receptorie of true wifdome and godlines, but alfo (in parte) 
for theyr byrthes fake, parentage and confanguinitie ; and 
not only that, but alfo in refpect of their callings, offices 
and functions, whether it be in the temporall magiftery, or 
ecclefiafticall presbitery (fo long as they governe godly and 
well): for the Apoftle fayth, that thofe elders which governe 
wel amongft us are worthie of double honor. But yet the 
man whom God hath bleffed with vertue and true godlynes, 
thoughe he be neyther of great byrth nor callynge, nor yet 
any magiftrate whatfoever, is worthie of more reverence 
and eftimation then any other without the ornaments of the 
minde, and gifts of vertue abovefaid. For what prevayieth 
it to be borne of worfhipfull progenie, and to be deftitute of 
all vertue, which deferveth true worfhip ? what is it els then 
to carie a golden fwoorde in a leaden fcabbarde? Is it any 
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thing els then a golden coffyn or painted fepulchre, makyng 
a fayre fhowe outwardly, but inwardly is full of ftinche and 
lothfomnes? I remember once I red acertaine ftorie of one, a 
gentleman by byrth and parentage, who greatly reproched, 
and withall difdayned an other, for that he was come to great 
authoritie onely by vertue, being but a poore mans child by 
byrthe: What! faith the gentleman by birth, arte thou fo 
luftie ? Thou arte but a coblers fonne, and wilt thou com- 
pare with me, being a gentleman by byrth and calling ? 
To whom the other anfweared, thou arte no gentleman, for 
thy gentilitie endeth in thee, and I ama gentleman, in that 
my gentilitie beginneth in me: meaning (unleft I be de- 
ceived) that the wante of virtue in him was the decay of his 
gentility, and his vertue was the beginning of true gen- 
tilitie in him felfe: for virtue therfore, and not for appa- 
rell, is everye one to be accepted ; for if we fhould accept of 
men after apparell onely, refpecting nothing els, than fhold 
it come to paffe, that we might more efteme of one, both 
meane by birth, bafe without virtue, fervyle by calling, 
and poore in eftate, more than of fome by birthe noble, by 
virtue honorable, and by callinge laudable. And the reafon 
is becaufe every one, tagge and ragge, go braver, or at leat 
as brave as thofe that be both noble, honorable and wor- 
shipfull. 

Spud. But I have hard fay, there is more holyneffe in 
fome kynd of apparell than in otherfome; which makes them 
fo much to affect varytie of fafhions, I thinke. 

Philo. Indeed, I fuppofe that the fumme of their religion 
doth confifte in apparell. And, to fpeake my conf{cience, I 
thinke there is more, or as much, holyneffe in the apparell, 
as in them; that is, juft none at all. But admit that there 
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be holyneffe in apparall (as who is fo infatuat to beleve it) 
that it followeth that the holynes pretended is not in them, 
and fo be they plaine hypocrits to make fhew of that which 
they have not. And if the holines by there attire prefaged 
be in them felves, than is it not in the garments; and why do 
they than attribute that to the garments whiche is neither 
adherente to the one, nor yet inherent in the other? Or if 
it wer fo, why do they glory of it to the world? But I leave 
them to their follie, haftinge to other matters more profit- 
able to intreate of. 

Spud. But I have hard them reafon thus: That which is 
good in it own nature cannot hurt; apparell is good, and 
the good creature of God: ergo no kynde of apparall can 
hurte. And if there be anie abufe in it, the apparell knowethe 
it not; therfore take away the abufe, and let the apparell 
remaine {ftill, for fo it maye (fay they) without anie hurte 
atrall: 

Philo. Thefe be well feafoned reafons, and fubftanciall 
affeverations in deed; but if they have no better argu- 
ments to leane unto than thefe, their kingdome of pride 
will fhortlie fall without all hope of recoverie againe. The 
apparell in it owne nature is good, and the good creature 
of God (I will not denie) and cannot hurte, except it be 
thorowe ouer owne wickedneffe abufed. And therfore wo 
be to them that make the good creatures of God inftru- 
ments of dampnation to them felves, by not ufing them, 
but abufing them. And yet, not withftanding, it maye be 
faid to hurte, or not to hurte, as it is abufed or not abufed ; 
and wheras they would have the abufe of apparell (if any 
be) taken away, and the apparell to remain ftill, it is im- 
poffible to fupplant the one, without the extirpation of the 
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other alfo. For it is truelye faid, /wblata caufa, tollitur 
effecius ; but not /ubrepto effectu tollitur caufa,; take away 
the caufe and the effecte falleth, but not contrarylye, take 
away the effect and the caufe falleth. The efficiente caufe 
of pride is gorgioufe attire ; the effect is pride it felfe in- 
generate by attire: but to begin to plucke awaie the effecte 
(to wit, pride) and not to take awaye the caufe firft (namelie 
fumptuoufe attyre) is as if a man, intending to fupplant a 
tree by the rootes, fhould begin to pull the fruite and 
braunches onelye; or, to pull downe heaven, fhould dig in the 
earthe, workinge altogether prepofterouflie and indyreclye. 
And the reafon is, thefe two collaterall cofins, apparell 
and pride (the mother and daughter of mifchiefe) are fo 
combinate together, and incorporate the one in the other, as 
the one can hardlie be dyvorced from the other, without the 
diftruction of them both. To the accomplifhmente wherof 
God graunte that thofe holfome laws, fané¢tions, and ftatuts, 
which, by our moft gracious and ferene princeffe (whome 
Jefus preferve for ever) and her noble and renowmed pro- 
genitors, have beene promulgate and ena¢ted hertofore, may 
be put in execution. For, in my opinion, it is as impoffible 
for a man to were precioufe apparell and gorgioufe attyre, 
and not to be proude therof (for if he be not proud therof, 
why doth he weare fuche riche attire, whereas meaner is both 
better cheape, eafier to be had, as warme to the bodie and 
as decent and comly to any chaft Chriftians eye) as it is 
for a man to cary fire in his bofome and not to burne. Ther- 
fore, would God every man might be compelled to weare 
apparell according to his degree, eftat, and condition of life; 
which, if it were brought to paffe, I feare leaft fome who 
ruffle now in filks, velvets, fatens, damafks, gold, filver, and 
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what not, fhold be glad to weare frize cotes, and glad if 
they might get them. 

Spud. What is your opinion? Did the people of the 
former world fo much efteeme of apparell as we doe at this 
prefent day, without refpect had either to fex, kind, order, 
degree, eftat, or callinge? 

Philo. No doubt but in all ages they had their imper- 
fections and faults, for Homints eft errare, labt et decipi ; it 
is incident to man to err, to fall, and to be deceived. But, 
notwithftandinge, as the wicked have alwayes affected not 
onelie pride in apparell, but alfo all other vices whatfoever, 
fo the chafte, godly, and fober Chriftians have ever efchewed 
this exceffe of apparell, having a fpeciall regard to weare 
fuche attyre as might neyther offend the majiftie of God, 
provoke them felves to pride, nor yet offend any of their 
brethren in any refpecte. But (as I have faid) not onely 
the godly have detefted and hated this vaine fuperfluetye of 
apparell in all tymes fince the beginning of the worlde, but 
alfo the verie panims, the heathen philofophers, who knew 
not God (though otherwife wyfe fages and great clarks), 
have contemned it as a peftiferous evill; in fo muche as 
they have writ (almoft) whole volumes againft the fame, as 
is to be feene in moft of their books yet extant. 

Spud. Are you able to prove that ? 

Philo, That Iam, verie eafelye; but of an infinyte number, 
take a tafte of thefe few. Democrates beeing demaunded, 
wherin the bewtie and comlie feature of man, or woman, 
confifted ? aunfwered, In fewnes of fpeaches well tempered 
together in virtue, in integrity of life, and fuche like. So- 
phocles, feinge one weare gorgeoufe apparell, faid to him, 
Thou foole! thy apparell is no ornamente to the, but a 
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manifeft fhewe of thy follie. Socrates, being afked what 
was the greatteft ornamente in a woman, anfwered, That 
which moft {heweth her chaftitie, and good demeanoure of 
body and mind, and not fumptuoufe attyre, which rather 
fheweth her adulterate life. Ariftotle is fo diftrict in this 
point, that he would have men to ufe meaner apparell 
than are permitted them by the lawe. The wife of Philo, 
the philofopher, being uppon a tyme demaunded why fhe 
ware not gold, filver and precioufe garments, faid, fhe 
thought the vertues of her husband fufficient ornaments for 
her. Dionifius, the king, fente the richeft garments of all 
his wardrobe to the noble women of the Lacedemonians, 
who returned them from whence they came, fayinge, they 
would be a greatter fhame to them than honore. Kinge 
Pirrus fent riche attyre to the matrones of Rome, who ab- 
horred them as menftruous clowtes. The conceived opinion 
amongeft the Grecians to this day is, that it is neither gold 
nor gorgioufe attyre that adorneth either man or woman, 
but vertuous conditions, and fuch like. Diogines fo much 
contemned fumptuous attyre, that he chofe rather to dwell 
in wilderneffe amongeft brute beafts all his lyfe longe, than 
in the pompoufe courts of mightie kings one daye to be 
commorante. For he thought, if he had the ornaments of 
the minde, that he was faire ynoughe, and fine inough alfo, 
not needing any more. A certen other philofopher ad- 
dreffed himfelfe towards a kings courte in his philofophers 
attyre, that is, in meane, bafe and poore aray; but fo fone 
as the officers efpied him, they cried, Awaie with that 
rogue! what dothe he fo nie the kinges majefties courte ? 
The poore philofopher, feing it lighten fo faft, retyred 
back for feare of their thunder-clappes, and repayringe 
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home, appaireled himfelfe in riche attyre, and came againe 
marchinge towards the court : he was no fooner in fight, but 
every one received him plaufiblie, and with great fubmiffion - 
and reverence. When he came in prefence of the kinge, 
and other mightie potentats, he kneled down, and ceafed 
not to kiffe his garments. The king and nobles mar- 
veylinge not a litle therat, afked him, wherfore he did fo? 
Who aunfwered, O noble kinge! it is no marveyle; for 
that whiche my vertue and knowledge could not doe, my 
apparell hath brought to paffe: for I, comminge to thy 
gates in my philofophers weede, was repelled ; but having 
put upon me this riche attyre, 1 was brought to thy pre- 
fence with as great veneration and worfhip as could be. 
Wherby is to be feene in what deteftation he had the 
ftinkinge pride of apparell, takeing this occafion to give the 
king to underftand the inormious abufe thereof, and fo re- 
move the fame asa peftilent evill out of his whole dominion 
and kingdome. I read of a certen other philofopher that 
came before a king, who, at the fame tyme, had invited his 
nobles to a feast or banquet: the philofopher comming in 
and feinge no place to fpit in (for every place was hanged 
with cloth of gold, cloth of filver, tinfell, arrace, tapeftrie, 
and what not) came to the king and fpat in his face, faying, 
It is meet (O king!) that I fpit in the fowleft place. This 
good philofopher (as we may gather) went about to with- 
draw the king from taking pleafure or delight in the vaine 
cliftering fhewe, either of apparell or any thing els, but 
rather to have confideration of his owne filthynes, miferie 
and finne, not ryfing up into pride, and fpitting again{t 
heaven, as he did, by delighting in prowde attyre and gor- 
geoufe ornaments. Thus we fee the verie painims and 
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heathen people have from the beginning difpyfed this ex- 
ceffe of apparell, both in them felves and others, whofe ex- 
amples heerin God graunt we may folowe. 


Spud. But you are not able to prove that any good 


Chriftians ever fet light by precious attire, but alwayes 
efteemed it as a fpeciall ornament to the whole man. As 
for thefe heathen, they were fooles, neither is it materiall 
what they ufed, or ufed not. 

Philo. 1 am able to proove that even from the biginning 
of the world, the chofen and peculiar people of God have 
contemined proude apparell, as things (not onely) not ne- 
ceffarie, but alfo as very evilles themfelves, and have gone 
both meanely and poorely in their ufuall attyre. What fay 
you to our grandfather Adam, and Eva our mother? Were 
they not clothed in peltes, and fkins of beafts? Was not 
this a meane kinde of apparell thinke you ? Was it not un- 
fitting to fee a woman invefted all over in leather? But yet 
the Lord thought it precious and feemelie ynough for them. 
What faye you to the noble prophet of the world, Elias? 
did hee not walke in the folitude of this worlde in a fimple 
playne mantell, or gowne, girded to him with a girdle of 
leather? Elizeus, the prophet, did he not in a manner the 
verie fame? And what fay you to Samuell, the goulden 
mouthed prophet, notwithftanding that hee was an arch- 
prophet, and a chiefe feer of that time? Did he not walke 
fo meanely, as Saul, feking his fathers affes, could not know 
him from the refte, but afked him, where was the feers 
houfe ? This muft needs argue that he went not richer then 
the common fort of people in his time? The children of 
Ifraell, beeing the chofen people of God, did they not weare 
their father’s attire fortie yeeres togither in the wildernes? 
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Was not John the Baptift clothed with a garment of camel's 
heare, girded with a thong of the fkin of the fame, in fted of 
a girdle or furcinctorie about his loines? Peter, the deere 
apoftle of our Saviour, was not diftinét from the reft of 
his felowes, apoftles, by any kinde of rich apparel, for 
then the maid would not have faid, I know thee by thy 
tung, but rather, by thy apparel) ~The @apeti a aa) 
writing to the Hebrues, faith that the perfecuted Church, 
bothe in his time and before his dayes, were clothed fome 
in sheep fkinnes, and fome in gote fkinnes, fome in camels 
heare, fome in this, and fome in that, and fome in what- 
foever they coulde get; for if it would hide their shame- 
ful parts, and kept them from the colde, they thought 
it fufficient, they required no more. But, to fpeake in one 
word for all: did not our Saviour Jefus Chrift weare the 
very fame fashion of apparell that his countrey-men ufed, 
that is a cote without a feame, either knit or weaved ? 
Which fashions the Paleftynians ufe there yet to this day, 
without any alteration, or chaunge, as it is thought. This 
his attyre was not very hanfome (one would think): at the 
leaft it was not curious, or new fangled, as ours is; but, as 
the poet well faid, zztemur in vetitum, femper cupimufque 
negata, we defire things forbid, and covet thinges denied us. 
We lothe the fimplicitie of Chrifte, and abhorring the 
chriftian povertie, and godly mediocritie of our forefathers in 
apparel, are never content except wee have fundry futes of 
apparel, one divers from an other, fo as our preffes crack 
withall, our cofers bruft, and our backs fweat with the 
cariage therof: we muft have one fute for the forenoone, 
another for the afternoone, one for the day, another for the 
night ; one for the workeday, another for the holiday, one 
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for fommer, another for winter; one of the newe fashion, 
another of the olde, one of this colour, another of that, one 
cutte, an other whole, one laced, another without, one of 
golde, and other of filver, one of filkes and velvets, and 
another of clothe, with more difference and varietie than I 
can expreffe. God be merciful unto us, and haften his king- 
dome, that all imperfections may be doon away ! 


A perticuler Difcription of apparell in Ailgna 


by degrees. 


[|Sud.] You have borne me in hand of many and greev- 
ous abufes reigning in Ailgna, but now (fetting aparte thefe 
ambagies and fuperfluous vagaries) I pray you defcribe unto 
me more particularly the fundrie abufes in apparell there 
ufed; running over by degrees the whole ftate thereof, that 
I maye fee, as it were, the perfect anatomie of that nation 
in apparell, whiche thinge I greatlye defire to knowe. 

Philo. Your requeft feemeth both intricate and harde, 
confidering there bee Zot tante meryades inventionum, fo 
manie and fo fonde fafhions, and inventions of apparell everie 
day. But yet, left I might be judged unwilling to fhewe 
you what pleafure I can, I will affay (pro virili mea, omnibus 
nervulis undique extenfis), with all the might and force I can, 
to fatisfie your defire. Wherefore to begin firft with their 
hattes. 

Sometimes they were them fharp on the crowne, pearking 
up like a fphere, or fhafte of a fteeple, {tanding a quarter of 
a yarde above the crowne of their heades; fome more, fome 
leffe, as pleafe the phantafies of their mindes. Otherfome 
be flat and broad on the crowne, like the battlements of a 
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houfe. An other fort have round crownes, fonetimes with 
one kinde of bande, fometime with an other; nowe blacke, 
now white, now ruffet, now red, now greene, now yellowe, 
now this, nowe that, never content with one colour or fafhion 
two dayes to an ende. And thus in vanitie they fpende the 
Lorde his treafure, confuming their golden yeares and 
filver dayes in wickednes and fin. And as the fafhions bee 
rare and ftraunge, fo are the thinges wherof their hattes be 
made diverfe alfo; for fome are of filke, fome of velvet, 
fome of taffetie, fome of farcenet, fome of wooll; and which 
is more curious, fome of a certaine kinde of fine haire, far 
fetched and deare bought, you maye bee fure; and fo com- 
mon a thinge it is, that everie fervingman, countreyman, or 
other, even all indifferently, do weare of thefe hattes. For 
he is of no account or eftimation amongft men, if hee have 
not a velvet or a taffatie hatte, and that mufte bee pincked 
and cunningly carved of the befte fafhion ; and good pro- 
fitable hattes bee they, for the longer you weare them the 
fewer holes they have. Befides this, of late there is a new 
fafhion of wearing their hattes fprung up amongft them, which 
they father upon the Frenchmen, namely to weare them 
without bandes; but how unfeemelie (I will not fay how 
affy) a fafhion that is, let the wife judge. Notwithftanding, 
howe ever it bee, if it pleafe them, it shall not difpleafe me. 
Another fort (as phantafticall as the reft) are content with 
no kind of hatt without a great bunche of feathers of diverfe 
and fondrie colours, peaking on toppe of their heades, not 
unlyke (I dare not fay) cockfcombes, but as fternes of pride 
and enfigns of vanitie; and thefe fluttering fayles and fethered 
flags of defiance to vertue (for fo they are) are fo advaunced 
in Ailgna, that every childe hath them in his hat or cap* 
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many get good living by dying and felling of them, and 
not a fewe proove them felves more then fooles in wearing 
of them. 

Spud. Thefe fethers argue the lightnes of their fond im- 
aginations, and plainly convince them of inftabilitie and 
folly; for fure I am, hanfome they cannot be, therefore 
badges of pride they muft needs be, which I think none wil 
weare, but fuch as be like them felves, 
tended difcourfe. 

Philo, They have great and monfterous ruffes, made either 
of cambrick, holland, lawn, or els fome other the fineft cloth 
that can be got for mony, wherof fome be a quarter of a 
yarde deep, yea, fome more, very few leffe; fo that they 
{tand a full quarter of a yarde (and more) from their necks, 
hanging over their shoulder poynts, infted of a vaile. But 
if Aeolus with her blafts, or Neptune with his ftormes 
chaunce to hit uppon the crafie bark of their brufed ruffes, 
then they goe flip flap in the winde, like rags flying abroad, 
and lye upon their shoulders like the dishecloute of a flut. 
But wot you what? the devil, as he in the fulnes of his 
malice, firft invented thefe great ruffes, fo hath hee now 
found out alfo two great ftayes to beare up and maintaine 
this his kingdome of great ruffes (for the devil is king and 
prince over all the children of pride) ; the one arch or piller 
wherby his kingdome of great ruffes is underpropped, is a 
certaine kinde of liquide matter which they call ftarch, wherin 
the devill hath willed them to wash and dive his ruffes wel, 
which, when they be dry, wil then ftand ftiffe and inflexible 
about their necks. The other piller is a certain device made 
of wyers, crefted for the purpofe, whipped over either with 
gold thred, filver or filk, and this he calleth a fupportaffe, 
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or underpropper. This is to be applyed round about their 
necks under the ruffe, upon the outfide of the band, to 
beare up the whole frame and body of the ruffe from falling 
and hanging down. 

Spud. This is a device paffing all the devices that ever I 
faw or heard of. Then I perceive the devill not onely in- 
venteth mifchief, but alfo ordaineth inftrumentall meanes 
to continue the fame. Thefe bands are fo chargeable (as I 
fuppofe) that but fewe have of them: if they have, they are 
better monyed then I am. 

Philo. So few have them, as almoft none is without 
them ; for every one, how meane or fimple foever they be 
otherwife, will have of them three or foure apeece for fayl- 
ing. And as though camericke, holland, lawne, and the 
fineft cloth that may bee got any where for money, were 
not good inough, they have them wrought all over with 
filke woorke, and peradventure laced with golde and filver, 
or other coftly lace of no {mall price. And whether they 
have argente to mayntayne this geare withall, or not, it 
forceth not muche, for they have it by one meane or 
other, or els they will eyther fell or morgage their landes 
(as they have good ftore) on Suters hill and Stangate hole, 
with loffe of their lyves at Tiburne in a rope. 

Spud. The ftate and condition of that land muft needes 
be miferable, and in tyme growe to great fcarcitie and 
dearth, where is fuch vayne prodigalitie, and exceffe of all 
thynges ufed. 

Philo, Their fhirtes, which all in a manner doe weare (for 
if the nobilitie and gentrie onely did weare them, it were 
fomedeal more tollerable) are eyther of camericke, holland, 
lawne, or els of the fineft cloth that maye bee got. And all 
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thefe kindes of fhirts everie one now doth weare alike : fo 
as it may be thoght our forefathers have made their bandes 
and ruffes (if they had any at all) of groffer cloth and bafer 
ftuffe then the worft of our fhirtes are made of now a dayes. 
And thefe fhurts (fometimes it happeneth) are wrought 
through out with nedle work of filke, and fuche like, and 
curiouflie ftitched with open feame, and many other knackes 
befydes, mo then I can defcribe. 

Spud, Thefe be goodly fhurts indeed, and fuch yet as will 
not chafe their tender fkinnes, nor ulcerat their lillye white 
bodyes ; or if they do, it wil not be much to their greev- 
ances, I dare be bound. Is it anie marvell, 4 criftas ert- 
gant et cornua atollant, if they ftand uppon their pantofles, 
and hoyfe up their fayles on highe, havinge thefe dyamond 
fhurts on their delicate bodies: but how foever it is, I 
gather by your words that this muft needs be a nice and 
curious people, who are thus nuffeled up in fuch daintie 
attyre. 

Philo. It is very true, for this their curiofity, and nicenes 
in apparell (as it were) tranfnatureth them, makinge them 
weake, tender and infirme, not able to abide fuch fharp 
conflicts and bluftering ftormes as many other people, both 
abroade farre from them, and in their confines nie to them, 
do daylie fuftaine. I have hard my father, with other wyfe 
fages affirme, that in his tyme, within the compaffe of foure 
or fyve fcore yeeres, when men went clothed in black or 
white frize coates, in hofen of hufwives carzie of the fame 
colore, that the fheep bore them (the want of making and 
wering of which clothe, together with the exceffive wering 
of filks, velvets, fatens, damafks, taffeties, and fuch like, 
hath and doth make many a thoufand in Ailgna as poore 
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mendicants to begge their bread) wherof fome weare ftrait 
to the thigh, otherfome litle bigger: and when they ware 
fhurts of hempe or flax (but now thefe are to groffe, our 
tender ftomacks cannot eafilye difgeft fuch roughe and 
crude meats) men weare ftronger than we, helthfuller, fayrer 
compleétioned, longer lyvinge, and finallye, ten tymes 
harder than we, and able to beare out any forowe or paynes 
whatfoever. For be fure, this pampering of our bodies 
makes them weker, tenderer and nefher, than otherwyfe 
they would be, if they were ufed to hardneffe, and more fub- 
ject to receive anye kind of infection or maladie; and 
rather abbreviat our dayes by manye yeres, than extenuate 
our lives one minut of an houre. 

Spud. I thinke no leffe; for how ftronge men were in 
tymes paft, how long they lyved, and how helthfull they 
weare before fuche nicenes, and vayne pamperinge curiofitie 
was invented, we may reade, and many that lyve at this 
daye can teftifie. But now, through our fond toyes and 
nice inventions, we have brought our felves into fuch pufil- 
lanimitie and effeminat condition, as we may feeme rather 
nice dames and yonge gyrles than puiffante agents or man- 
lie men, as our forefathers have bene. 

Philo. Their dublettes are noe leffe monftrous than the 
re{te ; for now the fafhion is to have them hang downe to 


Themonftrous the middeft of their theighes, or at leaft to their privie 


dublets in 
Ailgna. 


Ay, 


members, beeing fo harde-quilted, and ftuffed, bombafted 
and fewed, as they can verie hardly eyther ftoupe downe, or 
decline them felves to the grounde, foe ftyffe and fturdy 
they {tand about them. 

Now, what handfomnes can be in thefe dubblettes whiche 
ftand on their bellies like, or muche bigger than, a mans 
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codpeece (fo as their bellies are thicker than all their bo- 
dyes befyde) let wyfe men judge; for for my parte hand- 
fomnes in then I fee none, and muche lefs profyte. And to 
be plaine, I never faw any weare them, but I fuppofed him to 
be a man inclined to gourmandice, gluttonie, and fuche like. 

For what may thefe great bellies fignifie els than either 
they are fuche, or els are affected that way? This is the 
trueft fignification that I could ever prefage or divyne of 
them. And this may everye one judge of them that feeth 
them ; for certaine I am there never was any kinde of appa- 
rell ever invented that could more difproportion the body 
of man than thefe dublets with great bellies, hanging down 
beneath their pudenda (as I have faid), and ftuffed with 
foure, five or fix pound of bombaft at the leaft. I fay no- 
thing of what their dublets be made, fome of faten, taffatie, 
filk, grogram, chamlet, gold, filver, and what not; flathed, 
jagged, cut, carved, pincked and laced with all kinde of 
coftly lace of divers and fundry colours, for if I fhoulde 
{tand upon thefe particularities, rather time then matter 
would be wanting. 

Spud. Thefe be the ftrangeft doublets that ever I heard 
of ; and the furdeft from hanfomnes in every refpect, unleffe 
Taber deceived. 

Philo. Then have they hofen, which as they be of divers 
fafhions, fo are they of fundry names. Some be called 
F'rench-hofe, fome gally-hofe, and fome Venitians. The 
French-hofe are of two divers makings, for the common 
French-hofe (as they lift to call them) contayneth length 
and breadth, and fidenes fufficient, and is made very round. 
The other contayneth neither length, breadth nor fidenes 
(beeing not paft a quarter of a yarde fide) wherof fome be 
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paned, cut and drawne out with coftly ornaments, with 
canions annexed reaching down beneath the knees. 

The gally-hofen are made very large and wide, reaching 
downe to their knees onely, with three or foure guardes a 
peece laid down along either hofe. And the Venetian 
hofen, they reach beneath the knee to the gartering place 
of the leg, where they are tyed finely with filk points, or 
fome fuch like, and laied on alfo with rewes of lace, or 
gardes as the other before. And yet notwithftanding all 
this is not fufficient, except they be made of filk, velvet, 
faten, damafk, and other fuch precious things befide: yea, 
every one, fervingman and other inferiour to them, in every 
condition wil not {ticke to flaunte it out in thefe kinde of 
hofen, with all other their apparel futable therunto. 

In times paft kings (as olde hiftoriograpers in their 
bookes yet extant doe recorde) would not difdaine to weare 
a paire of hofen of a noble, tenne fhillinges, or a marke 
price, with all the reft of their apparel after thedame tate; 
but now it is a {mall matter to beftowe twentie nobles, ten 
pound, twentie pound, fortie pound, yea, a hundred pound 
of one paire of breeches. (God be mercifull unto us !) 

Spud. This is a wunderfull exceffe as ever I hearde of, 
woorthy with the fwoorde of juftice rather to be punifhed, 
then with paper and pen to be fo gentlie confuteed. 

Philo. Then have they nether-ftocks to thefe gay hofen, 
not of cloth (though never fo fine) for that is thought to 
bafe, but of Jarnfey worfted, filk, thred, and fuch like, or els 
at the leaft of the fineft yarn that can be, and fo curiouflye 
knit with open feam down the leg, with quirks and clocks 
about the ankles, and fometime (haply) interlaced with 
cold or filver threds, as is wunderful to behold. And to 
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fuch infolency and outrage it is now growen, that every one 
(almoft) though otherwife verie poor, having fcarce fortie 
fhillings of wages by the yeer, will be fure to have two or 
three paire of thefe filke neither-ftocks, or els of the fineft 
yarne that may be got, though the price of them bea ryall 
or twentie fhillinges or more, as commonly it is; for how 
can they be leffe, when as the very knitting of them is 
worth a noble or a royall, and fome much more? The time 
hath beene when one might have clothed all his body well 
for leffe than a pair of thefe neither-{tocks wil coft. 

Spud. I have feldome heard the like: I think verely that 
Sathan, prince of darknes and father of pride, is let loofe in 
the land, els it could never rage as it dooth ; for the like 
pride (I am fully perfwaded) is not ufed under the fonne of 
any nation or people how barberous fo ever: wherfore wo 
be to this age, and thrife accurfed be thefe dayes, which 
bring foorth fuch fowre frutes; and unhappie are that people 
whom Sathan hath fo bewitched and captived in fin. The 
Lord holde his hand of mercy over us ! 

Philo. To thefe their nether-ftocks they have corked 
{hooes, pinfnets, and fine pantofles, which beare them up a 
finger or two from the ground; wherof fome be of white 
leather, fome of black, and fome of red, fome of green, raced, 
carved, cut, and stitched all over with filk, and laid on with 
golde, filver,and fuch like: yet, notwithftanding,to what good 
ufes ferve thefe pantofles, except it be to wear in a private 
houfe, or in a mans chamber to keepe him warme? (for this 
is the only ufe wherto they beft ferve in my judgement) but 
to go abroad in them, as they are now ufed al together, is 
rather a let or hinderance to a man then otherwife; for fhall 
he not be faine to knock and fpurn at every ftone, wall, or 
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pofte to keep them on his feet? Wherfore, to difclofe even 
the bowels of my judgement unto you, I think they be 
rather worne abrode for nicenes, then either for any eafewhich — 
they bring (for the contrary is mofte true), or any hanfomnes 
which is in them. For how fhould they be eafie, when as 
the heele hangeth an inch or two over the flipper on the 
sround ? Infomuch as I have knowen divers mens legs fwel 
with the fame. And handfome how fhould they be, when 
as with their flipping and flapping up and down in the dirte 
they exaggerate a mountain of mire, and gather a heape of 
clay and baggage together, loding the wearer with import- 
able burthen. 

Spud. Thofe kinde of pantoffles can neither be fo hand- 
fome, nor yet fo warme as other or ufuall commom fhoes be, 
I think. Therfore the weringe of them abrode rather im- 
porteth a nicenes (as you fay) in them that weare them, 
than bringeth any other commodytie, unleffe I be de- 
ceived, 

Philo. Their coates and jerkins, as they be diverfe in 
colors, fo they be diverfe in fafhions ; for fome be made with 
colors, fome without, fome clofe to the bodie, fome loofe, 
covering the whole body downe to the theighe, like baggs 
or facks that weare drawen over them, hidinge the dimen- 
fions and proportions of the body : fome are buttened downe 
the breft, fome under the arme, and fome downe the back ; 
fome with flappes over the breft, fome without, fome with 
creat fleeves, fome with fmall, and fome with non at all; 
fome pleated and crefted behind and -curiouflie gathered, 
fome not fo; and how many dayes (I might fay houres, or 
minuts of houres, in the yeare) fo many fortes of apparell 
fome one man will have, and thinketh it good provifion in 
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faire weather to lay up againft a ftorme! But if they would 
confider that their clothes (except thofe that they weare 
uppon their backs) be non of theirs, but the poores, they 
would not heap up their preffes and wardrobes as they do. 
Do they think that it is lawfull for them to have millions of 
fundry fortes of apparell lying rotting by them, when as 
the poore members of Jefus Chrifte die at their doores for 
wante of clothinge? God commaundeth in his law, that 
there be ne miferable poore man, nor begger amongeft us, 
but that every one be provided for and maintained of that 
abundance which God hath bleffed us withal. But we thinke 
it a great matter if we geve them an old ragged coate, 
dublet, or paire of hofen, or els a penny or two, wheras not 
withftanding we flow in abundance of all things. Than we 
thinke we are halfe way to heaven, and we need to do no 
more. If we geve them a peace of brown bread, a meffe of 
porredge (nay, the ftocks and prifon, with whippinge cheare 
now and than, is the beft portion of almes which many 
gentlemen geve) at our dores, it is counted meritorious, and 
a worke of fuperogation, when we fare full delicatelye oure 
felves, feeding on many a dainty difh. There is a certen 
citye in Ailgna called Munidnol, where as the poore lye in 
the {treats uppon pallets of ftraw, and well if they have 
that to[o], or els in the mire and dirt, as commonlie it is feene, 
having neither houfe to put in their heads, covering to keep 
them from the cold, nor yet to hide their fhame withall, 
penny to buy them fuftenance, nor any thing els, but are 
permitted to dye in the {treats like dogges, or beafts, with- 
out anie mercie or compaffion fhewed to them at all. And 
if anye be ficke of the plague (as they call it) or any other 
difeafe, their maifters and maiftres are fo impudent (being, 
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it fhould feeme, at a league with Sathan, a covenante with 
hell, and as it were obliged themfelves by obligation to the 
devil never to have to do with the works of mercy) as ftraight’ 
way thei throw them out of their dores, and fo being caried 
foorth, either in carts or otherwyfe, and thrown in the ftreats, 
there they end their dayes moft miferably. Truely, brother, 
if I had not feen it I would fcarfly have thought that the 
like Turkish cruelty had bene ufed in all the world. But 
they fay wnus teflis occulatus plus valet quam mille auritz, 
one eye witneffe is better to be belyved than a thoufand 
eare witneffes befydes. But to leave thefe excurfions, and 
to returne from whence I have digreffed, I think it the beft ; 
for I am perfwaded, they will as much refpeét my words 
(or amend their maners) as the wicked world did at the 
preaching of our Saviour Chrifte Jefus ; that is, juft nothing 
at all. 

Spud. Well then, feeing they are fuche a ftifnecked people, 
leave them to the Lord; and proceed to your former trac- 
tation. 

Philo. They have clokes there alfo in nothing difcrepante 
from the reft, of dyverfe and fundry colors, white, red, tawnie, 
black, greene, yellowe, ruffet, purple, violet, and infynite 
other colors: fome of cloth, filk, velvet, taffetie, and fuch 
lyke, whereof fome be of the Spanish, French, and Dutch 
fafhion: fome fhort, fcarfely reachinge to the gyrdleftead, 
or waft, fome to the knee, and otherfome traylinge uppon 
the ground (almoft) liker gownes than clokes. Thefe clokes 
muft be garded, laced, and thorowly faced; and fomtimes 
fo lyned as the inner fide ftandeth almoft in as much as the 
outfide: fome have fleeves, otherfome have none ; fome have 
hoodes to pull over the head, fome have none; fome are 


the abuses in Ailgna. 63 


hanged with points and taffels of gold, filver, or filk, fome 
without al this But how foever it be, the day hath bene 
when one might have bought him two clokes for leffe than 
now he can have one of thefe clokes made for, they have 
fuch ftore of workmanfhip beftowed uppon them. 

Spud. I am fure they never learned this at the hands of 
our Proconful, and chief Provoft, Chrift Jefus, nor of any 
other that ever lyved godly in the Lord; but rather out of 
the deceiptfull forge of their own braines have they drawen 
this curfed anatomy to their owne deftruction in the end, 
except the[y] repente. 

Philo. They have alfo boothofe which are to be wondered 
at; for they be of the fyneft cloth that may be got, yea, fine 
inough to make any band, ruffe, or fhurt needful to be 
worn: yet this is bad inough to were next their grefie 
boots. And would God this weare all: but (oh, phy for 
fhame!) they muft be wrought all over, from the gartering 
place upward, with nedle worke, clogged with filk of all 
colors, with birds, foules, beafts, and antiques purtrayed all 
over in comlie forte. So that I have knowen the very nedle 
work of fome one payre of thefe bootehofe to ftand, fome in 
111) pound, vi pound, and fome in x pound a peece. Befides 
this, they are made fo wyde to draw over all, and fo longe 
to reach up to the watte, that as little, or leffe, clothe would 
make one a reafonable large fhurte. But tufh! this is 
nothing in comparifon of the refte. 

Spud. 1 would thinke that boote hofen of groffer lynnen, 
or elfe of wollen clothe, weare both warmer to ride in, as 
comly as the other, though not fo fine, and a great deal 
more durable. And as for thofe geugawfes wherwith you 
fay they be blaunched and trimmed, they ferve to no end 
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but to feade the wanton eyes of gazing fools, and pla[i|nly 
argue the vertiginie, and inftability of their more than fan- 
taftical brains. 

Philo. To thefe have they their rapiers, {woords. and 
daggers, gilt twife or thrife over the hilts, with fcaberds and 
fheathes of velvet or the like; for leather, thoughwiesbe 
more profittable and as feemely, yet wil it not carie fuch a 
porte or countenance like the other. AnmdivwalSioget ice 
golden fwoords and daggers almoft apale a man (though 
otherwife never fo ftout a martialift) to have any deling 
with them? for either to that end they be worne, or els 
other {woords, daggers and rapiers of bare yron and fteele 
were as hanfom as they, and much more conducible to that 
end whereto fwoords and rapiers fhould ferve, namely, for 
a mans lawful and godly defence againft his adverfarie in 
time of neceffitie. But wherfore they be fo clogged with 
gold and filver I know not, nor yet wherto this exceffe 
ferveth I fee not; but certain I am a great fhewe of pride it 
is, an infallible token of vain glorie, and a greevous offence 
to God, fo prodigallie and licentiouflie to lavifh foorth his 
treafure, for which we muft render accounts at the day of 
judgement, when it fhall be faide to everie one, Redde ra- 
tionem vilicationis tue. Come, give accounts of thy ftew- 
ardthip. 


A particulare Difcription of the Abufes of Womens 
apparell in Ailgna. 
Thus havinge geven thee a fuperficiall viewe, or fmall 


taft (but not difcovered the hundreth part) of the guyfes of 
Ailgna in mens apparel, and of the abufes contained in the 
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fame, now I wil, with like celeritie of matter, impart unto 
thee the guyfe and feverall abufes of the apparell of women 
there ufed alfo: wherefore, geve attentive eare. 

Sp. My eares be preft to heare: begin when you wil, and 
truely herin you fhal pleafur me much, for I have ereatly 
defired to know thorowly the ftate of the land, even a cre- 
pundis (as they fay) from my tender yeres, for the creat 
prayfe I have hard therof. Wherfore, I pray you to pro- 
ceed in the fame, and though I be unable with any benefit 
to countervail your great pains, yet the Lord, I doubt not, 
will fupplie my want. 

Ph, The Lord our God is a mercifull God, and a bounti- 
full rewarder of every one that trufteth in hii; but yet 
(fuch is the magnificency and liberalitie of that gentle fex) 
that I truft I fhall not be unrewarded at their, hands, if to 
be called a thoufand knaves be a fufficient guerdon for my 
pains. But though it wilbe a corrofive to their hautie 
ftomacks, and a nippitatum to their tender brefts to heare 
their dirtie dregs ript up and caft in their diamond faces, 
yet hoping that they, feeing the horrour of their impieties, 
and tragicall abufes laide open to the world (for now 
they fleep in the grave of oblivion) wil at laft, like good 
convertes and penitentiaries of Chrifte Jefus, leave of their 
wickednes, call for mercie at the hands of God, repent and 
amend. I will proceed to my intended purpofe. 

The women of Ailgna ufe to colour their faces with cer- 
tain oyles, liquors, unguentes and waters made to that end, 
whereby they think their beautie is greatly decored: but 
who feethe not that their foules are thereby deformed, and 
they brought deeper into the difpleafure and indignation of 
the Almighty, at whofe voice the earth dooth tremble, and 
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at whofe prefence the heavens fhall liquifie and melt away. 
Doo they think thus to adulterate the Lord his workman- 
fhip, and to be without offence? Doo they not know that’ 
he is Zelotipus, a jelous God, and cannot abide any altera- 
tion of his woorkes, otherwife then he hath commaunded ? 

Yf an artificer or craftsman fhoulde make anything be- 
longing to his art or fcience, and a cobler fhould prefume 
to correct the fame, would not the other think him felf 
abufed, and judge him woorthy of reprehenfion ? 

And thinkeft thou (oh woman!) to efcape the judgement 
of God, who hath fafhioned thee to his glory, when thy 
great, and more than prefumptuous, audacitie dareth to 
alter, and chaunge his woorkmanthip in thee ? 

Thinkeft thou that thou canft make thy felf fairer then 
God, who made us all? Thefe muft needes be their inven- 
tions, or els they would never go about to colour their 
faces with fuch fibberfawces. And thefe beeing their in- 
ventions, what can derogate more from the majeftie of God 
in his creation? For in this dooing, they plainly convince 
the Lord of untrueth in his word, who faith he made man 
glorious, after his owne likenes, and the fayreft of all other 
terreftiall creatures. If-he be thus faire, what need they 
make them fayrer? Therfore this their colouring of their 
faces importeth (as by probable conjecture may be pre- 
fuppofed) that they think them felves not faire enough, and 
then muft God needs be untrue in his woord. 

And alfo they deny the Lord to be either merciful or 
almightie, or bothe, and fo confequently no God at all; for 
if he could not have made them faire, then is hee not 
almightie ; and if hee could and would not, then is hee not a 
merciful God ; and fo every way they fall into the finck of 
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offence, beeing afhamed of the good creation of the Lord 
in them; but it is to be feared leaft at the day of judge- 
ment the Lord wil be afhamed of them, and in his wrath 
denounce this heavie and inevitable fentence condemnatorie 
again{t them: “ Departe from mee, you curfed, into ever- 
lafting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: I knowe 
you not: (I fay) departe, for you were afhamed of mee, 
and of my creation in you.” 

Spud. Wherof doo they make thefe waters, and other 
unctions wherwith they befmeare their faces, can you tel ? 

Philo. | am not fo fkilful in their matters of pride, but I 
holde this for a maxime, that they are made of many mix- 
tures, and fundry compounded fimples, bothe farre fetched 
and deer bought, cunningly couched together, and tem- 
pered with many goodly condiments and holfome confec- 
tions, I warrant you; els you may be fure they would not 
applye them to their amorous faces, for feare of harming or 
blemifhing the fame. 

S. Ciprian, faith, a woman, 
thorow painting and dying of her face, fheweth her felf to 
Deminores then rhorihe Por (faithahee) thee: hath ‘cor- 
rupted and defaced (like a filthie ftrumpet or brothel) 
the woorkmantfhip of God in her: what is this els but to 
turne trueth into falfhood with painting and fibberfawces, 
wheras the Lord faith, “ Thou canft not make one: haire 
white or black.” In an other place hee faith, Quz /e pin- 
guunt in hoc feculo, aliter quam creavit Deus, metuant ne, 
cum dies refurrectionts venertt, artifer creaturam tuam non 
recognofcat. Thofe which paint or colour them felves in this 
world otherwife then God hath made them, let them feare, 
leaft when the day of judgement commeth, the Lorde wil 
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not know them for his creatures. Againe, /emin@ crines 
fJuos inficiunt malo prefagio, capillos enim flammeos aufpi- 
cart non metuunt. Whofoever doo color their faces, or their 
haire, with any unnaturall collour, they begin to prognosti- 
cate of what colour they fhalbe in hel. 

S. Ambrofe faith that from the coullouring of faces 
fpring the inticements to vices, and they which color their 
faces doo purchafe to them felves the blot and ftain of 
chaftitie. 

For what a dotage is it (faith hee) to chaunge thy na- 
turall face which God hath made thee for a painted face, 
which thou haft made thy felf? If thou beeft faire, why 
painteft thou thy felf to feeme fairer? and if thou be not 
faire, why dooft thou hippocrittically defire to feeme faire, 
and art nothing leffe ? Can thofe things which, befides that 
they be filthie, doo cary the brand of God his curffe upon 
their backs for ever, make thee feeme fayrer ? I could fhow 
you the fharp inveétions, and grounded reafons of many 
moe, as of Augftine, Hierome, - Chrifoftome ms Grecorie 
Peter Martyr, Gualter, and of an infinite=numbermmoe, 
yea, of all generally fince the beginning of the world, 
again{t this whorifh and brothellous painting and colouring 
of faces ; but to avoid prolixitie I will omit them, deferring 
them to further oportunitie, for paca /apientz, toa wifeman 
few woords are fufficient. 

Sud. It muft needs be graunted, that the dying and 
coulouring of faces with artificiall colours, and unnaturall 
oyntments, is mofte offenfive to God, and derogatorie to 
his Majeftie: for doo they think that the God of all glorie, 
and who only decketh and adorneth the fun, the moon, the 
itarres, and all the hoaft of heaven with unfpeakable glorie, 
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and incomparable beautie, cannot make them beautiful and 
faire enough (if it pleafe him) without their fibberfawces ? 
And what are they els then the devils inventions, to intangle 
poore foules in the nets of perdition ? 

Philo. Then followeth the trimming and tricking of their 
heds in laying out their hair to the thewe, which of force 
muft be curled, frifled and crifped, laid out (a world to fee!) 
on wreathes and borders from one eare to an other. And 
leaft it fhould fall down, it is under propped with forks, 
wyers, and I can not tel what, rather like grime fterne 
monfters, then chafte chriftian matrones. Then, on the 
edges of their bolftred hair (for it ftandeth crefted round 
about their frontiers, and hanging over their faces like pen- 
dices with glaffe windowes on every fide) there is layd 
great wreathes of gold and filver, curiouflie wrought and 
cunninglie applied to the temples of their heads. And for 
feare of lacking any thing to fet foorth their pride withal, 
at their hayre, thus wreathed and crefted, are hanged bugles 
(I dare not fay bables) ouches, rings, gold, filver, glaffes, 
and fuch other gewgawes and trinckets befides, which, for 
that they be innumerable, and I unfkilfull in wemens 
termes, I can not eafily recount. But God give them 
grace to give over thefe vanities, and f{tudie to adorn their 
heads with the incorruptible ornaments of vertue and true 
godlyneffe. 

Spud. The apoftie Paul (as I remember) commaundeth 
wemen to cherith their heyre, faying that it is an ornament 
to them; and therfor me think this abufe of curling and 
laying it out (if eyther were lawfull) is muche more tollera- 
ble than dying their faces. 


Philo. If curling, and laying out of their own naturall 
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heyre weare all (which is impious, and at no hand lawfull, 
notwithftanding for it is the enfigne of pride, and the ftern 
of wantonnes to all that behould it) it were the lesse 
matter; but they are not fimply contente with their owne 
haire, but buy other heyre, dying it of what color they lift 
themfelves: and this they were in the fame order as you 
have heard, as though it weare their owne naturall heir: 
and uppon the other fide, if any have heyre which is 
not faire inough, than will they dye it into diverfe colors, 
almoft chaunginge the fubftance into accidentes by their 
dyvelifh, and more than thrife curfed devyfes. So, wheras 
their heire was geven them as a figne of fubjection, and 
therfore they were commaunded to cherifh the fame, now 
they have made (as it were) a metamorphofis of it, making 
it an ornament of pride, and deftru¢étion to them felves for 
ever, except they repenu 

Spud. This is a ftyfnecked people, and a rebellious, I fee 
well, that thus dareth, in everie refpecte, to pervert the 
{traight wayes of the Lord, digginge up to themfelves cef- 
terns of iniquity, and pittes of adverfity, which in th’ end, 
without the great mercy of God, will be their utter con- 
fufion. 

Philo. Than, on toppes of thefe ftately turrets (I meane 
their goodly heads wherin is more vanitie than true philo- 
fophie now and than) ftand their other capitall ornaments, 
as French hood, hat, cap, kercher, and fuche like ; wherof 
fome be of velvet, fome of taffatie, fome (but few) of woll, 
fome of this fafhion, fome of that, and fome of this color, 
fome of that, according to the variable fantafies of their 
ferpentine minds. And to fuch exceffe is it growen as 
every artificers wyfe (almoft) wil not ftick to goe in her hat 
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of velvet everye day, every marchants wyfe and meane gen- 
tlewoman in her French hood, and everye poore cottagers 
daughter in her taffatie hat, or els of woll at leaft, well 
lined with filk, velvet or taffatie. 
this (fo they have it) they care not ; who payeth for it they 
regard not, nor yet what hurt booth to them felves and 
others it dooth bring, they feare not, but runne daylie a 
malo ad pejus (as they fay) from one mifchiefe to an other, 
untill they have filled up the mefure of their evill to their 
owne perdition at that day. 


But how they come by 


They have alfo other ornaments befydes thefe to furnith 
foorth their ingenious heads, which they cal (as I remem- 
ber) cawles, made netwyfe, to th’ ende, as I thinke, that the 
clothe of gold, cloth of filver, or els tinfell, (for that is the 
worft) wherwith their heads are covered and attyred withall 
underneath their cawles may appeare, and fhewe it felfe in 
the braveft manner. Soe that a man that feethe them 
(there heads eglifter and fhine in fuche forte) wold thinke 
them to have golden heads. 

Thus lavifhe they foorth the goods of the Lorde, which 
are none of their owne (but lent them for a tyme) uppon 
pride and naughtineffe, delighting (as it feemeth) in nothing 
fo much as in the ftincking puddle of vanitie and flime, which 
will be their owne decay at the laft. Another fort of diffolute 
minions and wanton Sempronians (for I can term them no 
better) are fo far bewitched, as they are not afhamed to make 
holes in their eares, wherat they hang rings, and other jewels 
cf gold and precious ftones. But what this fignifieth in 
them I will hould my peace, for the thing it felfe fpeaketh 
fufficiently. There is a certen kinde of people in the orientall 
parte of the world (as writers affirme), that are fuch phz/auzoz, 
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lovers of them felves, and fo prowde with all, that, having 
plenty of precious ftones and margarets amongeft them, 
they cut and launce their fkinnes and flefhe, fetting therin ~ 
thefe precious ftones, to the end they maye glifter and fhine 
toitheleye: 

So,except thefe women weare minded to tread their pathes, 
and follow their direfull wayes in this curfed kind of unhard 
of pride, I wonder what they meane. 

But becaufe this is not fo much frequented amongeft 
worien as men, I fhall fay no more therof, untill further 
occafion be offred. 

Spud. Except it weare a people wedded to the devills 
eldeft daughter Pride (for I thinke chaftitie amongeft them 
maye dwell a virgin for any that wil marry her), and given 
over of God, I never heard the like. Iam perfwaded neither 
the libertines, the epicures, nor yet the vile atheifts, ever ex- 
ceeded this people in pride, nor the wickednes of them might 
ever counterpeafe with the wickednes of thefe people: God 
be merciful unto them | 

Philo. You heare not the tenth parte, for no pen is able 
fo wel to difcribe it, as the eye is to difcry it. The women 
there ufe great ruffes, and neckerchers of holland, lawne, 
camerick, and fuch cloth, as the greateft thred fhall not be 
fo bigge as the leaft haire that is: then, leaft they should 
fall down, they are fmeared and ftarched in the devils liquore, 
I meane /arch; after that, dryed with great diligence, 
{treaked, patted, and rubbed very nicely, and fo applyed to 
their goodly necks, and, withall, underpropped with fup- 
portaffes (as I tolde you before) the ftatelie arches of pride: 
beyond all this they have a further fetch, nothing inferiour 
to the reft; as, namely, three or foure degrees of minor 
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ruffes, placed gradatim, ftep by {tep, one beneath another, 

and all under the maifter devil ruffe. The {kyrts, then, of 

thefe great ruffes are long and fide every way, pleted and 

crefted full curioufly, God wot. Then, laft of all, they are 

either clogged with golde, filver, or filk lace of ftately price, 

wrought all over with needle work, {peckled and fparkled 

heer and there with the fonne, the moone, the {tarres, and 

many other antiquities ftraunge to beholde. Some are The great 
wrought with open woorke down to the midft of the ruffe ee ue 
and further, fome with purled lace fo cloyd, and other gew- neckerchers, 
gawes fo peftred, as the ruffe is the leaft parte of it felf. 
Sometimes they are pinned up to their eares, fometimes 
they are fuffered to hang over their fhoulders, like windmil 
fayles fluttering in the winde; and thus every one pleafeth 
her felf with her foolifh devices, for Juus cujufque crepitus 
Sibt bene olet, as the proverb faith: every one thinketh his 
own wayes beift, though they leade to diftruGtion of body and 
foule, which I with them to take heed of. 

Spud. As ina camelion are faid to be all coulours, fave 
white, fo I think in thefe people are all things els, fave vertue 
and Chriftian fobrietie. Proteus, that monfter, could never 
chaunge him felf into fo many fourmes and fhapes as thefe 
women doo: belike they have made an obligation with hel, 
and are at agreement with the devil, els they would never 
outrage thus, without either feare of God or re{pect to their 
weak bretheren, whom heerin they offend. 

Philo, The women alfo there have dublets and jerkins, Women wear- 
as men have heer, buttoned up the breft, and made with ye 
wings, welts, and pinions on the shoulder points, as mans 
apparel is for all the world; and though this be a kinde of 
attire appropriate onely to man, yet they blush not to wear 
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it, and if they could as wel chaunge their fex, and put on 
the kinde of man, as they can weare apparel affigned onely 
to man, I think they would as verely become men indeed, 
as now they degenerat from godly, fober women in wearing 
this wanton lewd kinde of attire, proper onely to man. 

It is written in the 22 of Deuteronomie, that what man 
fo ever weareth womans apparel-is accurfed, and what 
woman weareth mans apparel is accurfed alfo. Now, whether 
they be within the bands and lymits of that curffe, let them 
fee to it them felves. Our apparell was given us as a figne 
diftinctive to difcern betwixt fex and fex, and therfore one 
to weare the apparel of another fex is to participate with 
the fame, and to adulterate the veritie of his owne kinde. 
Wherefore thefe women may not improperly be called 
flermaphroditi, that is, monfters of bothe kindes, half women, 
half men. 

Spud. I never read nor heard of any people, except 
drunken with Cyrces cups, or poyfoned with the exercifens 
of Medea, that famous and renoumed forcereffe, that ever 
woulde weare fuche kinde of attire as is not onely ftinking 
before the face of God, offenfive to man, but alfo pointeth 
out to the whole world the venereous inclination of their 
corrupt converfation. 

Philo. Vhere gownes be no leffe famous alfo ; for fome are 
of filk, fome of velvet, fome of grogram, fome of taffetie, 
fome of fcarlet, and fome of fine cloth, of ten, twentie, or 
fortie fhillings a yard. But if the whole gowne be not filke 
or velvet, then the fame fhall be layed with lace, two or three 
fingers broade, all over the gowne, or els the moft parte. 

Or, if not fo (as lace is not fine enough fometimes), then 
it muft be garded with great gardes of velvet, four or five 
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fingers broad at the leaft, and edged with coftly lace; and 
as thefe gownes be of divers and fundrie-colors, fo are 
they of divers fafhions, changing with the moon, for fome 
be of the new fafhion, fome of the olde, fome of this fafhion, 
and fome of that, fome with fleeves hanging down to their 
fkirts, trayling on the ground, and caft over their shoulders, 
like cow-tayles. 

Some have fleeves much shorter, cut up the arme, and 
pointed with filk-ribons very gallantly, tyed with true-looves 
knottes (for fo they call them). 

Some have capes reaching downe to the middeft of their 
backs, faced with velvet, or els with fome fine wrought filk 
taffatie at the leaft, and fringed about very bravely ; and 
(to shut up all in a word) fome are pleated and ryveled 
down the back wonderfully, with more knacks than I can 
declare. Than have they petticots of the beft cloth that 
can be bought, and of the faireft dye that can be made. And 
fometimes they are not of cloth neither, for that is thought 
to bafe, but of fcarlet, grogram, taffatie, filk, and fuche like, 
fringed about the {kirts with filk fringe of chaungable coloure. 
But which is more vayn, of whatfoever their petticots be, 
yet muft they have kyrtles (for fo they call them), eyther of 
filk, velvet, grogram, taffatie, faten, or fcarlet, bordered with 
gards, lace, fringe, and I cannot tell what befydes. So that 
when they have all thefe goodly robes uppon them, women 
feeme to be the fmalleft part of themfelves, not naturall 
women, but artificiall women ; not women of flesh and blod, 
but rather puppits or mawmets of rags and clowtes compact 
together. So farre hath this cancker of pride eaten into the 
body of the common welth, that every poore yeoman his 
daughter, every husband man his daughter, and every cot- 
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tager his daughter, will not fpare to flaunt it out in fuch 
gownes, petticots, and kirtles as thefe. And not withftand- 
ing that their parents owe a brafe of hundred pounds more 
than they are worth, yet will they have it, guo jure quave 
mnjuria, eyther by hooke or crooke, by right or wrong, as 
they fay, wherby it commeth to paffe that one can fearfly 
know who is a noble woman, who is an honorable or wor- 
shippfull woman from them of the meaner forte. 

Spud. Vheir parents and freinds are muche to be blamed 
for fuffering them to go in fuche wanton attyre. They 
should not allowe them fuch large pittance, nor fuffer them 
to meafure their apparell after their own licentious yardes 
of felfe will, and wicked defires. 

Philo. Than they shall be fure never to have good day 
with them, for they are fo impudent that, all be it their poore 
parents have but one cow, horfe, or sheep, they wil never 
let them reft til they be fould to maintain them in 
their braveries, paft all tongue can tell: And, to fay truth, 
fome parents (worthie to be inaugured with the lawrell 
crowne of triple follie,) are fo buxome to their shamleffe 
defires, and fo exorable to their proftitute requefts, that they 
graunt to their too too nice daughters more than they can 
defire themfelves, taking a fingular felicity and furmounting 
pleafure in f[e]ing them to go plumed and decked in the 
feathers of deceeptfull vanity. 

Sp. This over great lenitie and remiffe libertie in the edu- 
cation of youthe, in refpect of the event and fucceffe in the 
end, maye rather be counted an extrem cruelty, than a 
fatherly pitie of them towards their children; for what 
maketh them fo foone whores, {trumpets, and bawdes, as 
cockering of them doth? 
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What maketh them apt and prone to all kind of naughti- 
neffe but this? Nothing in the world foe muche ; for give a 
wild horfe the libertie of the head never fo little, and he 
will runne headlonge to thyne and his owne deftruétion alfo. 

So long as a fprigge, twift, or braunche is yong, it is flexi- 
ble and bowable to any thing a man can defire; but if we 
tarie till it be a great tree, it is inflexible and unbowable. 
If wax'be taken whyleft it is hote, anye charaéter maye be 
eafelye imprinted, but tarying till it be hard, it receiveth no 
printe at all. 

So, Correct children in their tender yeres, and you may 
bow them to what good lore you will your felfe ; but tarie 
till they be old, than is it to late, as experience teachethe 
daylie. 

Philo. Their neitherftockes, in like maner, are either of 
filke gearnfey, worfted, crewell, or, at leaft, of as fyne yarn, 
thread, or cloth, as is poffible to be had, cunningly knit and 
curioufly indented in every point : wherto they have korked 
fhooes, pinfnets, pantoffles, and flippers, fome of black 
velvet, fome of white, fome of greene, and fome of yellowe; 
fome of Spanifh leather, and fome of Englifh lether, ftitched 
with filk, and imbrodered with gold and filver all over the 
All which if I 
fhould endevoure my felfe to expreffe, I might with more 
facilitye number the fands of the fea, the ftarres of the fkye, 
or the graffe uppon the earth, fo infinit and innumerable be 
their abufes. 


foote, with other gewgawes innumerable. 


For weare I never fo experte an arithme- 
tician, or mathematician, I weare never capable of the 
halfe of them, the devill brocheth foe many new fafhions 
every day. 

Wherfore to their Author | leave them, not omittinge to 
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tell you by the way (as an interim) of a certen kynde of 
fweete pride ufed amongeft gentlemen and gentlewomen in 
Ailena. 

Spud. I have learned out of the Booke of God, that all 
pride is ftincking before the face of God; wherfore I greatly 
defyre to knowe what abortyve mifcreant this is, for it is 
fome portentous mifhapen monfter, I am perfwaded. 

Philo. Is not this a certen fweete pride to have cyvet, 
mufke, fweete powders, fragrant pomanders, odorous per- 
fumes, and fuch like, wherof the {mel may be felt and per- 
ceived, not only over all the houfe, or place, where they be 
prefent, but alfo a {tones caft of[f] almoft, yea, in bed wherin 
they have layed their delicate bodies, the places where they 
have fate, the clothes, and thinges which they have touched 
fhall fmell a weeke, a moneth, and more, after they be gon. 
But the prophet Efaias telleth them, inftead of their 
pomaunders, mufks, civets, balmes, fweet odours and per- 
fumes, they fhall have ftench and horrour in the nethermoft 
hel. Let them take heed to it, and amend their wicked lives. 

And in the fommer-time, whilft flowres be greene and 
fragrant, yee shall not have any gentlewoman almoft, no 
nor yet any droye or puffle in the countrey, but they will 
carye in their hande nofegayes and pofies of flowres to fmell 
at; and which is more, two or three nofegayes fticked in 
their brefts before, for what caufe I cannot tel, except it be 
to allure their paramours to catch at them, wherby, I doubt 
not, but they get many a flabbering kiffe, and, peradventure, 
more freendship befides: they know beft what I mean. 

Spud. You wil be thought very ftraight laced to fpeak 
againft thefe thinges, for I have heard it faid, that thefe 
fweet fmels are bothe corroborative to the fences, and com- 
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fortative to the fpirits, and which doo vivifie and recreate 
aswel the body as the minde. 

Philo, They are fo far from comforting the braines, or 
lightning the fpirits of men, that as myftes and exhalations 
which evaporate from thefe earthly bodyes, and are drawen 
up by the attractive power of the fun, moon, and ftarres, 
doo rather obnubilate and darken the beames of the fun, 
not fuffering his radiations to difparcle abrode; fo thefe (in 
a maner) palpable odors, fumes, vapours, fmells of thefe 
mufks, cyvets, pomanders, perfumes, balmes, and fuche 
like, afcending to the braine, do rather denigrate, darken, 
and obfcure the fpirit and fences, then either lighten them, 
or comfort them any manner of way. But howfoever it 
falleth out, fure I am they are enfignes of pride, allurements 
After all this, when 
they have attired them felves in the midft of their pride, it 
is a world to confider their coyneffe in geftures, their min- 


to finne, and provocations to vice. 


fednes in woords and fpeaches, their gingerlynes in trip- 
pinge on toes like yong goats, their demure nicitie and 
babifhnes, and withall their hawtie ftomackes and more 
than Cyclopicall countenances, Their fingers are decked 
with gold, filver and precious ftones, their wriftes with 
bracelets and armlets of gold, and other precioufe jewels: 
their hands are covered with their fweet wafhed gloves, 
imbrodered with gold, filver, and what not; and to fuch 
abhomination is it grown, as they muft have their looking 
And good 
reafon, for els how cold they fee the devil in them? for no 
doubt they are the devils fpectacles to allure us to pride, 
And above al 
things they muft have their filk fcarffes caft about their 


glaffes caryed with them wherfoever they go. 


and confequently to diftruction for ever. 
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faces, and fluttering in the winde, with great taffels at every 
end, either of gold, or filver, or filk. But I know wherfor 
they wil fay they weare thefe fcarfes ; namely, to keep them 
from fun-burning; but I wold afke thefe nicelings one 
queftion, wherin if they can refolve mee, then I will fay, as 
they fay, that fcarffes are neceffary, and not flags of pride. 
Can that thing which is mofte glorious and fair of it felf 
make any thing foule or ilfavored ? The fun is a moft glori- 
ous and fair creature, and therfor cannot make them fowler 
then they are of their own nature. From whence then is it 
that the fun burneth them, and altereth their orient colour 
into woorfer hue? The caufe therof proceedeth from their 
own genuine corruption and natural imperfection ; for no 
more is their fowlenes to be afcribed to the ftelliferous beames 
of the gliftering fun, then the {tench of a dead carcaffe may 
be faid to come from the fun, and not rather from it own 
corruption and filthines. They bufie themfelves in pre- 
ferving the beautie of their bodyes, which lafteth but for a 
time, and in time is caufe of his own corruption, and which, 
in effect, is nothing els then putrifaction it felf, and a dung- 
hil covered with white and red, but for the beautie of the 
foule they care nothing at all. When they ufe to ride abrod 
they have invifories, or vifors made of velvet, wherwith 
they cover all their faces, having holes made in them againft 
their eyes, whereout they look. So that if a man, that knew 
not their guife before, should chaunce to meet one of them, 
hee would think hee met a monfter or a devil, for face hee 
can fee none, but two brode holes againft her eyes with 
glaffes in them. Thus they prophane the name of God, and 
live in all kinde of voluptuoufnes and pleafure, wurffe then 
ever did the hethen. 
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Sf. What think you, are not the inventors and firft finders 
out of thefe new toyes and dyvelish devices in great daunger 
and partakers with them of the evill committed ? 

Philo. It cannot be but the inventors of thefe new toyes 
are in great daunger before God, as they who fhall render 
accounts to God not only for the invention of them, but 
alfo for the evil committed by them. For whofoever is 
author of any evil muft needs anfwer for the evil. And 
furely the authors of thefe newfangles are not unworthy to 
be canonized faints when the yeere of jubilie commeth (I 
meane faincts of Sathan); for there is no deed fo Alagitious, 
no fact fo dangerous, nor any thing fo hainous, which with 
alacritie is not plaufibly committed for the maintenance of 
thefe divelifh toyes and devices: and albeit that the per- 
fons themfelves who offend this way fhal dye in their 
finnes, their owne bloud being powred uppon their owne 
heads, yet the authors of thefe new toyes, wherthorow they 
offended, fhalbe giltie of their deathes, and furely anfwear 
for their deftruction in the day of the Lord. 

Spud. But fay they, if I make them not, an other wil, 
and it is as good for me to make them as an other; 
and it is my lyving, wherfore I am difcharged of blame, if 
I make them (being commaunded) with fweat of my face, 
and with travaile and paine to get my lyving. 

Philo. \Ve are commaunded, indeed, to get our lyving 
with the fweat of our face, but how? Not in doing thofe 
things which are evill of themfelves, and alfo drawe and 
intice others to evill, but in things lawful and good, and 
which induce to goodneffe. 
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a murtherer or thief to fay, if I had not robbed, or killed 
this man, another wold, difchargeth him from the penaltie 
of the judiciall lawe to be inflicted againft him. Is it law- 
full for us to do evill becaufe others do it? Or dooth the 
wickednes of an other delyver me from blame, if I commit 
the fame offence? no, nothing leffe. Wherfore let taylers 
and artificers beware how they eyther invente or make 
thefe new devyces and dyvelifh fafhions every day: and 
being requefted to make them, if they percive them tende 
to vice, and allure to finne, let them) refuie@ hence 
name of God, more tendering the falvation of many than 
the privat commodytie of themfelves alone: which thing if 
every one wold do, he fhould delyver his own foule, and 
fupport an infinit number from falling into the gulphe of 
finne; and fo in fhort tyme thefe new toyes, fond devyces 
and childifh babelries (new fafhions I fhould fay) wold 
foone vanifh away and come to naught : which God graunt 
may once be feene! 

Spud. Did the women of the former world attire them- 
felves in fuche forte as thefe women do? 

Philo. The women of the former age, you may be fure, 
never appareled themfelves like one of thefe. But leaft you 
fhould thinke that the godly onelie lyved thus aufterly, you 
fhal heare how little the very hethen’ and barbarian women 
have, and do at this prefent, efteeme of apparell; as Stupe- 
rius witneffeth, whofe words are thefe, fpeking of the Egyp- 
tian women: “ Veftimenta /ciunt nec nova preftinis mutare, 
verum femper his in cultibus gaudent perpetuo tempore con- 
gredt, quafcunque gentes hunc per orbem vifitent ; which may 
be thus turned into Enelifh verfe: 


aig SE OE BALD so OA a 


the abuses in Ailona. 83 


The Egiptian matrones never ufe 
LThetr fafhion of attyre to change, 
But ever keep one forme to chife, 
Although they vifite nations ftrange. 


And as all writers doo affirme, all the women there indif- 
ferently go with their haire hanging downe, with a broade 
hat uppon their heads, and other attyre as playne as the 
reft, fo farre are thefe people from pride, and hunting after 
{trange fafhions as our women doo. 

The women of Affrica are witneffed, by the fame Stupe- 
rius, and others to be fo farre from affecting ftrange fafhions, 
or curiofity in aparel, that they cloth themfelves, in a man- 
ner, all over ferznuzs pellibus, with beafts fkinnes, furres, and 
fuch like. And this they think fo riche attire, as they ufe 
it altogether when they celebrat their feftival folemne 
daies, or when they go abrode to be feene. 

The Brafilian women efteeme fo litle of apparell alfo, as 
they rather chofe to go naked (their fecret partes onely 
being covered) then they wold be thought to be proud, or 
defiroufe of fuch vanities. — 

The Cantabrian women likewyfe, with many cthers, do 
the fame. In High Germany, the women ufe in effeét one 
kind of apparel or habite, without any difference at all, no- 
thing like other nations delighting in new fangles : yea, the 
wives there are fo far from pride that they will not difdaine 
to carie all their houfehould ftuffe, and other trinckets, about 
with them uppon their backs in tyme of extremitie. Thefe 
mayds and virgins go very plain, with kerchers only on 
their heads, their haire hanging downe behinde, in token of 
virginitie. 
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Thus, you fee, every nation, how barbarous foever, are 
much inferiour to the people of Ailgna in pride and exceffe 
of apparell ; and yet thefe examples I alledge not to the end 
I wold with all others to ufe the fame, or the very like brutifh 
kind of aufter habite, but to fhew how farre they be from 
pride, and how much the other be wedded to the fame. 
And as for the vertuous, and Godly Chriftian women, from 
the beginning of the world they have fo litle cared for the 
vain glory of apparell, and fo litle (or rather nothing at 
al) were they acquainted therwith, as they hunted for no- 
thing els fo much as for the ornaments of the mind, as wif- 
dom, continency, chaftitie, and true godlyneffe, thinking the 
fame bewtie fufficient. They counted it great fhame to 
cloth their bodies with fumptuous apparel, and their minds 
to be naked, and voide of true vertue. So, if thefe women 
wold feek after the bewtie of the mind, they wold not affect 
apparell fo much; for if they be faire in body alredy, than 
need they not gorgeous apparel to make them fairer: and 
if they be deforme in body, it is not the apparell that can 
make them fairer. And either their bewtie confifteth in 
them, or in their apparal: if in them, than not in the 
apparell, and fo it is meere foolery to were them ; and if in 
apparel, than not in them, and fo cannot the garments make 
them fayre whom God and nature hath made otherwife: 
wherfor look in what fhape, forme, or condition, every one 
is created by God, let him content himfelfe with the fame, 
without any alteration or chaunge, with praife to his Creator. 

Spud. They hold (notwithftanding) that it is the pride of 
the heart, which God fo muche hateth and detefteth. 

Philo. It is verye true that God punifheth the pride of 
the heart with eternal damnation (if they repent not), for he 
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will be ferved and ob[e]yed either with the whole man, or els 
with none. Than, if he punifh the pride of the heart with 
everlafting damnation, he muft needs (in juftice) punifh the 
pride of apparell with the like, being booth joyned in one 
predicament of finne, and the pride of apparell much more 
hurting before the world than the other. 

Alfo it is manifeft that the pride of apparel rifeth firft 
from the corruption of the heart, as the effects from the 
caufe, the fruite from the roote of the tree: than, if the pride 
of the heart which, notwithftanding it hurleth not outwardly, 
but is fecret betwixt God and himfelfe, be damnable in its 
owne nature before God, than muft it needs be that the 
pride of apparell (which fheweth its felfe to the world, both 
offenfive to God, and hurtfull to man, and which alfo is the 
fruite of the pride of the heart, and throweth almoft as many 
as behold it, at leaft as many as followe it, into the very 
dungion of hell, is much more pernicious and damnable than 
the other. | 

Spud. Hath the Lord plagued this finne of pride with 
any notable torture or punifhment ever from the beginning 
of the world unto this day, or hath he omitted the revenge 
therof as a thing of {mall force, or importance ? 

Philo. Moft fearfull plagues and dreadfull judgements of 
God have in all ages beene powred uppon them that offended 
herein, as all hiftories, both holy and prophane, do beare 
record. For proofe wherof I will geve you a tafte but of a 
few, wherby may appeare how wonderfully the Lord, in all 
ages, tymes, kinreds, and peoples, hath punifhed thofe that 
thorow pride (like wicked recufants and backflyders from 
God) have rebelled again{ft his majeftie. The devill, who 
before was an angell in heaven, arrogating to himfelfe the 
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imperiall throane of the majefty of God, was caft downe 
into the depth of hell, burning with fire and fulphur for ever. 

Adam, defiring to be a God (for the ferpent tould him, 
he fhould be as God, knowing both good and evill), was for 
the finne of pride throwne downe to the bottome of hell, 
and not onely he but all his pofteritie to the end of the 
world. The hoaft of Core, Dathan, and Abiram, for their 
exceeding pride in ftirring up mutenie, rebelling again{t 
their lawfull magiftrate, were fwallowed up quick into hell, 
the earth opening her mouth and drowning: them, with all 
their complices whatfoever. The people of Babylon, intend- 
ing to builde a tower, whofe top fhould tutche the fkye, 
thinking that if God fhould drown the world againe with 
water, they would be fure inough on the toppe of their high 
turrets; yea, they intending to fit with God himfelfe (if 
need weare) weare all confounded, and a diverfe language 
put into every mans mouth, that none knew what an other 
fpake. And thus were they forced to leave there building, 
and difperfed themfelves abroad uppon the face of the earth, 
wherof fprang the firft diverfitie of languages in the world. 
Wherfore when we heare any language fpoken we know not, 
it may be a memorandum to put us in minde of our pride, 
which was the caufe therof. 

Goliah, the great gyant, the huge Cyclops, and fworne 
enemy to the children of Ifraell, for his pride againft the 
Lord was flaine by David, the fait[h]full fervant of the Lord. 

Antiochus, intending to overthrow and facke Jerufalem, 
to fpoile the fanétuarie and Temple of the Lord, and to kill 
the people of God, was for his pride overturned in his chariot, 
ryding thitherward, his belly bruft, and filthy wormes crawled 
out mofte lothfomly; and, in fine, beganne fo to ftinke 
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and fwell, as neither his fervants, nor he himfeife, cold 
abide his owne favoure; and thus ended his lyfe in great 
miferie and wretchedneffe. 

Nabuchodonozor was for his pride caft out of his kingdom, 
and forced to eat graffe with wild beafts in the wilderneffe. 

King Saule, for his pride and difobedience, was depofed 
of his principalitie and kingly regimente, and in the end 
flewe him felf on mounte Gelboe moft defperately. 

Sodoma and Gomorra were both deftroyed with fire and 
brimftone from heaven for their fin of pride and contempt 
of the Lord. All the world in the daies of Noah was 
drowned with univerfall deluge for pride and contumacy of 
heart. 

King Hezekiah, for his pride in fhewing to the Ambaffa- 
dors of the King of Babylon all his treafure (for he fent 
meffengers unto him with gifte and lettres, congratulatorie 
for the recoverie of his helth) loft all his jewels, treafures, 
and riches, with his owne fonnes alfo, being tranfported 
captives into Babilon. K. David, for his pride in numbring 
the people contrary to the wil of God, was grevouflie pun- 
ifhed, and threefcore and ten thoufand of his people flaine 
with a greevous peftilence for the fame. 

King Pharao, for his pride againft the Lord (for he thought 
him felfe a God uppon the earth, and therfore afked he 
Moyfes, in derifion, who is the Lord ?), was drowned in the 
Read Sea with all his hoaft. The proude Pharifey, juftify- 
ing him felfe, for his pride was reproved of the Lord, and 
Revected: 

King Herode, for attiring himfelfe in fumptuous aray and 
not afcribing glory to the Lord, was ftrucken dead by an 
Angel, and wormes confumed his flefh immediatly. Al 
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thefe, with infinit millions moe in al ages, have perifhed 
thorow pride, and therfore let not this people think that 
they fhall efcape unpunifhed, who drinke up pride as it: 
weare {weet wyne, feede uppon it as uppon delicious meats, 
and wallow in it as a filthie fwyne doth in dirtie myre: Will 
the Lord punifh his peculiare people and elect veffels, and 
let them goo free? 

Wherfore I wold wyfhe them to be warned, for it is a 
terrible thing to fall into the hands of God, who is a con- 
fuming fire and a fearfull God. His bowe is bente, his 
arrowes of judgements are drawen to the head, his fire is 
kyndled, his wrath is gone out, and ready to be powred 
uppon the contemners of his lawes. Tempt not the Lord 
any longer; provoke not his wrath, exafperate not his judge- 
ments towards thee ; for as mercy proceedeth from him, fo 
doth juftice alfo; and, be fure of it, he payeth home at the 
laft. For asin mercie he fuffreth no good deed to be un- 
rewarded, fo, in his juft judgemente, there is no wickednes 
which he leaveth unpunifhed. And yet, notwithftanding, 
their wickedneffe and pride is fuch as ftincketh before the 
face of God, and maketh the enemies to blafpheme and 
fpeake evill of the wayes of the Lord: for, fay they, the men 
of Ailgna are wicked and licentious in all their wayes, which 
eafily appeareth in their apparell and new fangled fafhions 
every day invented. The beaftly epicures, the drunkards 
and {wilbowles, uppon their ale benches, when their heads 
are intoxicat with new wine, wil not ftick to belch foorth 
and fay, that the inhabitantes of Ailgna go bravelye in 
apparell, chaunging fafhions everie daye, for no caufe fo 
much as to delight the eyes of their harlots withall, and to 
inamoure the mindes of their fleshly paramours. Thus be 
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this people a laughing ftock to all the world for their pride, 
a flaunder to the word of God, and to their profeffion, 
fcandalles to their brethren, a dishonor and reproch to the 
Lord, and very caterpillers to themfelves in wafting and 
confuming their goods and treafures uppon vanyties and 
trifles. 

Spud. Seeing that by divyne affiftance you have now 
finifhed your traétation of the apparell of Ailgna, fhew me 
(I pray you) what other abufes be there ufed; for I am 
perfwaded that pride, the mother of all finne, is not without 
her daughters of finne femblable to her felfe. 


The horryble vice of Whordome in Ailgna. 


Philo. The horryble vice of whordome alfo is there too 
too much frequented to the great hifhonor of God, the pro- 
voking of his judgements againft them, the ftaine and ble- 
mifh of their profeffion, the evill example of all the world, 
and finally to their owne damnation for ever, excepte they 
repente. 

Spud. I have heard them reafon, that mutuall coition be- 
twixt man and woman is not fo offenfive before God; for 
do not all creatures (fay they) as well repitlia terre as vola- 
“lia celt, the creping things upon the earth, as the flying 
creatures in the aire, and all other creatures in generall, 
both {mall and great, ingender together? Hath not nature 
and kynd ordained them fo ? and geven them members in- 
cident to that ufe? and doth not the Lord (fay they) as 
with a ftimule or prick by his mandat, faing cre/cite et mut- 
tiplicamint et replete terram : increafe, multiplie and fill the 
earth, ftirre them up to the fame? Otherwyfe the world 
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wold become barren, and foone fall to decay: wherfore 
they conclude that whordome is a badge of love, a cog- 
nizance of amitie, a tutch of luftie youth, a frendlie dali- 
ance, a redintegration of love, and an enfigne of vertue, 
rather meritorious than damnable: thefe, with the like, be 
the exceptions which I have hard them many times to ob- 
ject in defence of their carnall pollutions. 

Philo. Curfed be thofe mouths that thus blafpheme the 
mightie God of Ifraell and his facred word, making the 
fame clokes to cover their finne withall: worfe are they 
than lybertynes who thinke all things lawfull, or atheiftes 
who denie there is any God. The divells themfelves never 
finned fo horribly nor erred fo groffely as thefe (not Chrif- 
tians, but dogges) do, that make whordom a vertue and me- 
ritorious: but becaufe you fhal fee their deceptions dif- 
played and their damnable abufes more plainly difcovered, 
I will reduce you to the firft inftitution of this godly orde- 
nance of matrimony. The Lord our God, having created 
all things in heaven, earth or hell whatfoever, created of 
every fex two, male and female of both kindes ; and laft of 
al other creatures he made man after his own likeneffe and 
fimilitude, giving him a woman, made of a ribbe of his own 
body, to be his companion, and comforter, and lincking 
them together in the honorable ftate of venerable wedlocke, 
he bleffed them both, faying cre/czte, multiplicamini et 
replete terram ,; increafe, multiplie, and replenifh the earth : 
wherby it is more than apparent that the Lorde, whofe 
name is Jehovah, the mightie God of Ifraell, is the author 
of godly matrimony, inftituting it in the time of mans 
inconcency in Paradice; and that, as mee feemeth, for 
foure caufes. Firft, for the avoydance of whordome ; fe- 


the abuses in Atlgna. QI 


condly, for the mutuall comforte and confolation that the 
one might have of the other in all adverfities and calamities 
whatfoever: thirdly, for the procreation and godly propa- 
gation of children in the feare of the Lord, that both the 
world might be increafed therby, and the Lord alfo in them 
glorified. And, fourthlie, to be a figure or type of our 
fpirituall wedlocke betwixt Chrift and his church, both 
militant and triumphante. This congreffion, and mutuall 
copulation of thofe that be thus joyned together in the 
godlye ftate of bleffed matrimony is pure virginitie, and 
allowable before God and man, as an aétion wherto the 
Lorde hath promifed his bleffing thorow his mercy, not by 
our merite, ex opere operato, as fome fhame not to fay. All 
other goinges together and coitions are damnable, pefti- 
ferous, and execrable. So, now you fee that wheras the 
Lord faith increafe, multiplie, and fill the earth, he alludeth 
to thofe that are cheyned together in the godlye ftate of 
matrimonie and wedlocke, and not otherwyfe: for to thofe 
that go together after any other forte, he hath denounced 
his curfe and wrath for evermore, as his alfaving word 
beareth record. And wheras they fay that all creatures 
uppon the earth do ingender together, I graunte it is true ; 
but how? zz /wo genere, in their owne kinde. There is no 
creature creeping on the earth, or flying in the aire, how 
irrationable foever, that dooth degenerate as man dooth, 
but keepethe the fame ftate and order wherein they were 
made at the firft; and fo if man did, he fhould not commit 
the abhominable whordome and filthie finne as hee dooth. 
It is faid of thofe that write de naturd antmalium, that 
(almoft) all unreafonable beafts and flying fowles, after 
they have once linked and united them felves together to 
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any one of the fame kinde, and after they have once 
e{poufed them felves the one to the other, wil never after 
joyne them felves with any other, til the one be diffolved © 
from the other by death. And thus they keepe the knot 
of matrimonie inviolable to the end; and if any one 
chaunce to revolte, and go togither with any other, during 
the life of his firft mate, al the reft of the fame kind affem- 
ble togither, as it were in a councel or parliament, and 
either kil or greevoufly punifh the adulterer or adultereffe, 
whether ever it be; which lawe I would God were amongtft 
Chriftians eftablifhed. By all which it may appeer how 
horrible a finne whordome is in nature, that the very unrea- 
fonable creatures doo abhorre it. The heathen people, who 
know not God, fo much lothe this ftinking finne of whor- 
dome that fome burne them quick, fome hang them on 
gibbets, fome cut off their heds, fome their armes, legs and 
hands ; fome put out their eyes, fome burne them in the 
face, fome cut of their nofes, fome one parte of their bodye, 
fome another, and fome with one kinde of torture, and fome 
with another; but none leaveth them unpunifhed: fo that 
we are fet to fchoole to learn our firft rudiments (like yung 
novices or children fcarce crept out of the fhel) how to pu- 
nifh whordome even by the unreafonable creatures, and by 
the heathen people who are ignorant of the devine goodnes. 
God me merciful unto us! 

Spud. I pray you rehearfe fome places out of the word 
of God, wherin this curfed vice of whordome is forbidden, 
for my better inftruction. 

Philo, Our Saviour Chrifte, in the eight of John, fpeaking 
of the woman whom the malicious Jewes had apprehended 
in adulterie, bad her go her way, and fin no more. If it had 
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not been a mofte greevous fin, he would never have bid her 
to fin therin no more. 

In the fift of Mathew he faith, Who fo lufteth after a 
woman in his hart, hath committed the fact alredy, and 
therfore is guiltie of death for the fame. To the Pharifes, 
afking him whether a man might not put away his wife for 
any occafion ? Chrifte anfwered, For no caufe, fave for whor- 
dome onely; inferring that whordome is fo hainous a finne, 
as for the perpetration therof it fhalbe lawful for a man to 
fequefter him felf from his own wife, and the wife from her 
owne husband. The Apoftle Paul fayth, Know you not 
that your bodyes are the members of Chrifte ? Shall I then 
take the members of Chrifte (faith he), and make them the 
members of an whore? God forbid! knowe yee not that he 
who coupleth him felf with a harlot is become one body with 
her? Flee fornication (faith he), therfore, for every finne a 
man committeth is without the body, but who committeth 
fornication finneth againft his owne body. And in another 
place: Knowe you not that your bodyes are the temples 
of the Holy Ghoft, which dwelleth within you? And who 
fo deftroyeth the temple of God, him fhall God deftroy. 

In an other place he faith: Be not deceived, for neither 
whoremonger, adulterer, fornicator, inceftuous perfon, nor 
fuch like, fhall ever enter into the kingdome of heaven. 
Again, Conjugium honorabile eft inter omnes: mariage is 
honorable amonegft all men, and the bed undefiled; but 
whooremongers and adulterers God fhall judge. In the 
Revelation of Saint John is it faid, that they who were not 
defiled with women doo waite upon the Lamb, whetherfoever 
he goeth. The Apoftle Paul willeth us to be fo far from 
fornication, that it be not once named amongtt us, as be- 
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commeth faints ; with infinit fuch places, which for breefnes 
I omit, referring you in the Olde Teftament to thefe and 
fuch like places, namely, the 20 of Exodus, 20 of Leviticus, 
Deutronomie 22, Deutro. 27, 2 Reg. 11, Levit. 18, Exodus 
22, Num.5, cel? 0, -Hrow23, 7a vetioms 

Spud. As you have now prooved by invincible teftimonies 
of holy Scripture, that whordome is forbidden by the Lord, 
fo, I pray you, fhow me the greevoufnes therof by fome 
fevere and rare examples of Gods juft judgement, executed 
uppon the fame from the beginning. 

Philo. The whole world was deftroyed with water, not 
any living thing left upon the erth Gave inethesareor 
Noath) for the fin of whordom, inceft, and brothery, ufed 
in thofe daies. Sodoma and Gomora, two famous cities, were 
confumed with fire and brimftone from heaven for the fin 
of whordom, adulterie, and fornication. The citie of the 
Sichemits, man, woman, and childe, weare put to the edge 
of the fwoorde for the ravifhing of Dina, the daughter of 
Jacob. The Lord alfo tolde Abimelech that if he did not 
let go untouched Sara, Abraham his wife, bothe he and all 
his houfholde fhould dye the death, notwithftanding he did it 
ignorantly. The very fame hapned to Ifaac. Judas, under- 
{tanding that his daughter in law was impregnate and great 
with childe, and not knowing by whom, commanded that 
she fhould be burned without any further delay. Was not 
Abfalon, king David his fonne, plagued all his life for going 
into his fathers concubines? And did not Achitophel, who 
gave councel fo to do, hang himfelf? Was not Ruben, the 
firft borne fonne of Jacob, accurfed for going up to his fathers 
bed, and loft he not his birth-right, his dignitie, his primacie, 
over his bretheren for the fame? Were there not above 
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threefcore and five thoufand men flain for the adulterie doon 
with one Levits wife? Was not king David punifhed all the 
daies of his life for his adulterie doon with Berfabe, Urias 
his wife? Was not his fonne Amon, for lying with Thamar, 
flain? Was not Solomon, beeing perverted with heathen 
women, caft out of the favour of God, notwithftanding being 
otherwife the wifeft prince in all the world ? Did not Achab, 
at the perfwafions of Jefabel, his curfed wife, falling to idola- 
trie and worfhiping of idolles and devils, fuffer mofte cruell 
punishment in this life all his dayes, befide what he fuffereth 
now God onely knoweth. Were not the Ifraelite and 
Madianitish woman both flain by that woorthy man Phinees, 
who ran them both thorow the privy members with his 
javelin or fwoord ? Was not Sampfon brought to a miferable 
end, his eyes beeing bothe put out, and he made to bea 
laughing ftock to all men, thorow his too much favouring of 
wanton women? Was not king Pharao wunderfully plagued 
but for intending evil in his hart towards Sara, Abraham 
his wife ? Did not the Lord flay (with a moft greevous mor- 
talitie) foure and twentie thoufand of the Ifraelites in one 
day, for whordome and adulterie with the women of the 
Moabites and Madianits ? 

By thefe, and fuch like fearful examples of the juftice of 
God powred upon thefe whoremongers and adultrers, we 
may learn to know the greevoufnes of the fame, and the 
punishment due to all whoremongers and fornicatours, either 
in this life, or in the world to come, or els in bothe: for if 
the Lord deffer the punifhment of whordome in this life, hee 
referveth it for the world to come, fuffering the wicked to 
wallow in their finne, and to fil up the meafure of iniquitie, 
that their damnation may be juft. And if the Lord left not 
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fin unpunished, no, not in his moft deer faints, what wil he 
doo in them who dayly crucifie him anew, let the world 
judge. 

Spud. Now am I fully perfwaded, by your invincible 
reafons, that there is no fin greater before the face of God 
then whoredome; wherfore, God graunt that all his may 
avoid tt. 

Philo. You have faid true, for there is no finne (almoft) 
comparable unto it; for befides that it bringeth everlafting 
damnation to all that live therin to the end without repent- 

What evils — ance, it alfo bringeth thefe inconveniences, with many mo: 

whordome ee § : ee : . ; 

bringeth to vidilicet, it dimmeth the fight, it impaireth the hearing, it 

Here in infirmeth the finewes, it weakeneth the joynts, it exhaufteth 
the marrow, confumeth the moifture and fupplement of the 
body, it riveleth the face, appalleth the countenance, it 
dulleth the fpirits, it hurteth the memorie, it weakneth the 
whole body, it bringeth it into a confumption, it bringeth 
ulcerations, fcab, fcurf, blain, botch, pocks, and biles; it 
maketh hoare haires and bald pates: it induceth olde age, 
and, in fine, bringeth death before nature urge it, malady 
enforce it, or age require it. 

S. Seeing that whordome bringeth fuch foure fauce 
with it, namely, death everlafting after this life, and fo many 
difcommodities befides in this life, I wunder that men dare 
commit the fame fo fecurely as they doo now a dayes. 

Philo, \t is fo little feared in Ailgna, that, until every one 
hath two or three baftardes a peece, they efteeme him no 
man (for that they call a mans deede) ; infomuch as every 

Tie call fcurvie boy of twelve, forteen, or twenty yeeres of age wil 
ae care to avoid make no confcience of it to have two. or three, peradventure 
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exploite beeing doon, he fhowes them a faire pair of heeles, 
and away goeth he, Huro velocius, as quick as a bee (as they 
fay) into fome ftrange place where he is not knowen, where 
how he liveth let the wife judge, for, cwlum non animum 
mutant qut trans mare currunt ; though they chaunge their 
place of abode, yet their naughtie difpofitions they retaine 
ftill. Then, having eftraunged them felves thus for a {mall 
{pace, they returne againe, not to their priftine curfed life, 
I dare fay, but unto their countrey, and then no man may 


fay black is their eye; but all is wel, and they as good. 


Chriftians as thofe that fuffer them unpunifhed. 

Spud. The ftate and condition of that cuntrey is moft 
miferable, if it be true you report: it weare much better 
that everye one had his lawful wife, and every woman her 
Jawfull husband, as the apoftle commaundeth, then thus to 
be drowned in the filthie fin of whordome. 

Philo, That is the only falve and foveraine remedy which 
the Lord ordained againft whordome, that thofe who have 
not the gift of continencie might mary, and fo keep their 
veffels undefiled to the Lord. But, notwithftanding,in Ailgna 
there is over great libertye permitted therin; for litle in- 
fants, in fwadling clowts, are often maried by their ambicious 
parents and frends, when they know neither good nor evill ; 
and this is the origene of much wickedneffe, and dire¢ctlie 
againft the word of God, and examples of the primityve 
age. And, befydes this, you fhall have every fawcy boy of 
X, XIl1J, Xvi, Of Xx yeeres of age to catch up a woman and 
marie her, without any feare of God at all, or refpect had, 
either to her religion, wifdom, integritie of lyfe, or any other 
vertue ; or, which is more, without any refpecte how they 
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maye lyve together with fufficient maintenance for their 
callings and eftat. No, no; it maketh no matter for thefe 
things: fo he have his pretie puffie to huggle withall, it 
forceth not, for that is the only thing he defireth, Than } 
build they up a cotage, though but of elder poals, in every 
lane end, almoft, wher they lyve as beggers al their life. 
This filleth the land with fuch ftore of poore people, that in 
fhort tyme (except fome caution be provided to prevent the 
fame), it is like to growe to great povertie and fcar{nes, 
which God forbid. 

Sp. I cannot fee how this geare shold be holpen. 

Philo. What if a reftraint were made that none (except 
uppon fpeciall and urgente caufes) should marie before they 
come to XxX or xxiiii yeres, or, at the leaft, before they be 
xiiii or xviii yeeres old, would not this make fewer beggers 
than now there are? 

Sp. But if this were eftablithed, than fhould we have more 
baftards: and of the two I had rather we had many legitti- 
mats than many illegittimates. 

Philo. The occafion of begetting of manye baftards were 
foon cut of, if the punifhment which either God his lawe 
doth allowe, or els which good pollicy doth conftitute, were 
aggravated and executed uppon the offenders. 

For the punifhment appointed for whordom now is fo light 
that they efteeme not of it ; thei feare it not, they make but 
a jeft of it. For what great thing is it to go ij or three dayes in 
a white fheete before the congregation, and that fomtymes 
not paft an houre or two in a day, having their ufuall gar- 
ments underneth, as commonly they have? This impunitie 
(in refpeéte of condigne punishement, which that vice re- 
quireth) doth rather animate and imbolden them to the aéte, 
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than feare them from it. In fo much as I have heard fome 
mifcreants impudently fay, that he is but a beaft that for 
fuch white lyvered punishment would abftayne from fuche 
gallant paftyme: but certen it is that they who thinke it 
fuche fweet meate here, fhall find the fawce fowre and 
{tiptick enough in hell. 

Spud. What punifhment would you have inflicted uppon 
fuch as commit this horrible kinde of finne? 

Philo. | would with that the man or woman, who are cer- 
tenlye knowen, without all fcruple or doubte, to have com- 
mitted the horryble a¢t of whordome, adulterie, inceft, or 
fornication, eyther should drinke a full draught of Moyfes 
cuppe, that is taft prefent death; or els, if that be thought 
too fevere (for evill men will be more mercifull than the 
author of mercie him felfe, but in goodneffe fare well 
mercy) than wold God they might be cauterized and feared 
with a hote yron on the cheeke, forehead, or fome other parte 
of their bodye that might be feene, to the end the honeft 
and chaft Chriftians might be difcerned from the adulterous 
children of Sathan. But (alas!) this vice (with the reft) 
wanteth fuch due punishement as God his word doth com- 
maunde to be executed theruppon. 

The magiftrates wincke at it, or els, as looking thorowe 
their fingers, they iee it, and will not fee it. 

And therfore the Lorde is forced too take the fword into 
his owne hands, and to execute punifhment him felfe, be- 
caufe the magiftrates will not. 

For better proof wherof marke this ftrange and fearful 
judgement of God shewed upon two adulterous perfons 
there, even the laft day in effeét, the remembrance wherof is 
yet green in their heds. 
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There was a man whofe name was W. Ratfurb, being 
certenly knowen to be a notorious uferer (and yet pretending 
alway a fingular zeale to religion, fo that he wold feldom 
tymes go without a byble about him: but fee the judgements 
of God upon them that will take his word in their mouthes, 
and yet lyve cleane contrarie, making the word of God a 
cloke to cover their finne and naughtyneffe withall) ; who, 
uppon occafion of bufines, vifiting Lewedirb, a place ap- 
pointed for the correction of fuch that be wicked lyvers, faw 
there a famous whore, but a very proper woman, whom (as 
is faid) he knew not ; but whether he did or not, certen it is 
that he procured her delyvery from thence, bayled her, and, 
having put away his owne wife before, kept her in his 
chamber, ufing her at his pleafure. Whyleft thefe two 
members of the devil were playing the vile fodomits to- 
eether in his chamber, and having a litle pan of coles before 
them, wherin was a very litle fire, it pleafed God, even in his 
wrath, to ftrike thefe two perfons dead ina moment. The 
woman, falling over the pan of coles, was burned, that all 
her bowels gushed out: the man was found lying by, his 
cloths in fome partes being fcorched and burned, and fome 
partes of his body alfo. But, which is moft wonderfull, his 
arme was burned to the very boone, his shirt fleeve and 
dublet not once perished, nor tutched with the fire. Wherby 
may be thought, and not without great probabilitie of truth, 
that it was even the fire of God his wrath from heaven, and 
not any natural fire from the earth. And in this wonder- 
full and fearfull maner weare thefe cupple founde: which 
God graunt may be a document to all that heare or read 
the fame, to avoyde the like offence, and to all magiftrates 
an example to fee the fame punished with more feveritie, 
to the glorie of God and their owne difcharge. 
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But fo farre are fome from fuffering condigne punishment 
for this horrible finne, that they get good maintenance 
with practifing the fame. For you shall have fome, yea 
many thoufands, that live uppon nothing els, and yet go 
clothed gentlewomanlike both in their filks, and otherwyfe, 
with their fingers clogged with rings, their wrifts with brace- 
lets and jewels, and their purfes full of gold and filver. And 
hereof they make no confcience, fo their husbands know it 
not. Orif they doo, fome are fuch peafants, and fuch may- 
cocks, that either they will not, or (which is truer) they dare 
not reprove them for it. -But if the husband once re- 
prove them for their mifdemeanour, than they confpire 
his death by fome meane or other. And all this com- 
meth to paffe becaufe the punifhment therof is no ex- 
tremer, as it ought to be; and fome, both gentlemen and 
others (wherof fome I know) are fo nufled herein, that hav- 
ing put awaye their owne wyves, do keepe whores openly. 
without any great punifhment for it; and having beene 
convented before the magiftery and there beene depofed 
uppon a booke to put away their whores, have put them 
foorth at one doore, and taken them in at the other. 

And thus they dally in their othes with the Lord, and 
{toppe the courfe of the lawe with rubrum argentum, wherof 
they have ftore to beftowe uppon fuch wickedneffe, but 
have not a mite to give towards any good purpofe. 

Wherfore, in the name of God, let all men that have put 
away their honeft wyves be forced to take them again, and 
abandon all whores, or els to tafte of the law. And let all 
whores be cut of with the fword of right judgement ; for as 
long as this immunitie and impunitie is permitted amongeft 
us, let us never looke to pleafe God, but rather provoke 
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his hevie judgements againft us. And the reafon is, for 
that there is no finne in all the world, but thefe whores and 
whoremaifters will willingly attempt and atcheive for the 
injoying of their whordome. And hell, deftruétion and 
death everlafting is the guerdon therof, and yet men cannot 
be aware of it. The Lord remoove it from all his children, 
and prefent them blameles before his tribunall feate, with- 
out fpotte or wrinckle at that great day of the Lord! 

Spud. What memorable thing els have you feen there 
frequented? for feeing you have begun in parte, I pray 
you defcribe the whole. 


The Gluttonie and Drunkenneffe in Ailgna. 


Ph, I have feen that which greeveth me to report. The 
people there are marveiloufly given to daintie fare, glut- 
tony, bellicheer, and many alfo to drunkenneffe and gour- 
mandice. 

Spud. That is a manifeft argument of good hofpitalitye, 
which both is commended in the word of God, and which 
I know you will not reprehende. 

Ph. Godly hofpitalitie is a thing in no wife worthy of 
reprehenfion, but rather of great commendation; for many 
have received angels into their houfes, at unawares, by 
ufing the fame, as Abraham, Lot, Tobias, and many others. 
Yet if hofpitality flow over into fuperfluitie and riotous ex- 
ceffe, it is not tolerable: for now adaies, if the table be not 
covered from the one end to the other, as thick as one difh 
can ftand by another, with delicat meats of fundry forts, 
one cleane different from an other, and to every difh a 
feverall fawce appropriat to his kinde, it is thought there 
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unworthye the name of a dinner. Yea, fo many difhes thal 
you have pefterving the table at once, as the infaciableft 
Helluo, the devouringeft glutton, or the greateft cormorant 
that is can fcarfe eat of every one a litle. And thefe many 
fhall you have at the firft courfe, as many at the fecond, 
and, peradventure, moe in the third, befydes other fweet 
condyments, and delicat confections of {piceries, and 1 can- 
not tell what. And to thefe dainties all kind of wynes are 
not wanting, you may be fure. Oh, what nifitie is this! 
what vanitie, exceffe, ryot and fuperfluitie is heare! Oh, 
farewell former world! for I have heard my father fay that, 
in his dayes, one difh or two of good wholfome meate was 
thought fufficient for a man of great worfhip to dyne with- 
all; and if they had three or four kinds it was reputed a 
fumptuous feaft. A good peece of beef was thought than 
good meat, and able for the beft ; but now it is thought too 
groffe, for their tender ftomacks are not able to difgeft fuch 
crude and harfh meats: for if they fhold (their ftomacks 
being fo queafie as they be, and not able to concoét it) 
they fhould but evacuat the fame againe, as other filthie 
excrements, their bodies receiving no noorifhment therby, 
or els they fhould lye ftincking in their ftomacks, as dirte 
in a filthie finck or pryvie. If this be fo, I marveile how 
our fore-fathers lyved, who eat litle els but cold meats, 
groffe and hard of difgefture. Yea, the moft of them fead 
upon graine, corne, roots, pulfe, herbs, weeds, and fuch 
other baggage, and yet lived longer then wee, helthfuller 
then we, were of better complection then we, and much 
ftronger then we in every refpect: wherfore I cannot per- 
fwade my felf otherwife, but that our nicenes and curiouf- 
nes in dyet hath altered our nature, diftempered our bo- 
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dies, and made us more fubjeét to millions of difcrafies and 
difeafes than ever weare our forefathers fubjeét unto, and 
confequently of fhorter life then they. 

Spud. They wil afke you again, wherfore God made 
fuch varietie of meats, but to be eaten of men? what an- 
{were give you to that? 

Philo. The Lord our God ordained, indeede, the ufe of 
meat and drinks for man to fuftain the fraiie, caduke and 
brittle eftate of his mortall body withall for a time; but he 
gave it him not to delight and wallow therin continually, 
for as the old adage faith, Mon vivendum ut edamus, Jed 
edendum ut vivamus: we muft not live to eat, but wee 
muft eat to live; we muft not fwill and ingurgitate our {to- 
macks fo ful, as no more can be crammed in. The Lord 
willed that they fhould be ordinarie meanes to preferve 
the ftate of our bodyes a time, whilfte we live and fojourne 
in this vafte wildernes of the worlde, but not that they 
fhould be inftruments of deftruction to us both of body and 
foule. And truely they are no leffe when they are taken 
immoderatly without the feare of God. And dooth not the 
impletion and facietie of meates and drinks provoke luft? 
as Hiero faith, Venter mero eftuans /pumat in libtdinem, the 
belly inflamed with wine burfteth foorth in luft. Doth not 
luft bring foorth finne, and fin bring foorth death? The 
children of Ifrael, giving themfelves to delicat fare and 
gluttony, fel to idolatrie, facriledg and apoftafie, worfhip- 
ping ftocks, ftones and devils in-fted of the living God. 
The fonnes of Hely the Prieft, giving themfelves to daintie 
fare and belly-cheere, fell into fuch fin as the Lord flew 
them all, and their father alfo, for that he chaftifed them 
not for the fame. The children of bleffed Job, in midft of 
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all their banquetings and ryot, were flain by the Lord, the 
whole houfe falling upon them, and deftroying them moft 
pitifully. Balthafar, king of the Chaldeans, in midft of all his 
good cheer, faw a hand writing upon the wall thefe words, 
mene techel upharfn, fignifying that his kingdome fhould 
be taken from him; and fo it was, and he flain the fame 
night by the hand of the Lord. The rich glutton in the 
Gofpel, for his riotous feaftings and prepofterous living, was 
condemned to the fire of hel. Our father Adam, with all 
his of-{pring (to the end of the world) was condemned to 
hel-fire for taking one apple to fatisfie his glotonus defire 
withall. Gluttony was one of the chiefeft canons wherwith 
the devil affailed Chrifte, thinking therby to batter his 
kingdome and to win the field for ever; yet not withftand- 
ing the greevoufnes heerof, the fame is thought to be a 
countenance and a credit toa man in Ailg. But true hof- 
pitality confifteth not in many difhes, nor in fundry forts of 
meats (the fubstance wherof is chaunged almofte into acci- 
dents thorow their curious cookries, and which doo help to 
rot the bodies and fhorten their daies) but rather in giving 
liberally to the poor and indigent members of Jefus 
Chrifte, helping them to meat, drink, lodging, clothing, and 
fuch other neceffaries wherof they ftand in need. 

But fuch is their hofpitality, that the poor have the leaft 
part of it: you fhall have 20, 40, 60, yeaa C @. fpent in one 
houfe in banqueting and fefting, yet the poor fhall have 
litle or nothing: if they have any thing, it is but the refuge 
meat, {craps and patrings, fuch as a dog would fcarfe eat 
fomtimes, and wel if they can get that too: infted wherof, 
not a few have whipping cheer to feed them withall. It is 
counted but a {mal matter for a man that can fcarflie dif- 
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pend fortie pound by the yeer, to beftow againft one time, 
ten or twentie pound therof in fpices. And truely fo long 
and greevoufly hath this exceffe of gluttonie and daintie 
fare furfetted in Ailgna, as I feare mee, it will {pue out many 
Locking up of of his maifters out of dores before it be long. But as fome 
gates wher be over largeous, fo other fome are {pare enough ; for when 
ring. any meat is ftirring then lock they up their gates, that no 
man may comein. An other forte have fo many houfes 
that they vifit then once in vil yeer; many chimnies but 
little fmoke; faire houfes, but fmall hofpitalitie. And to 
be plaine, there are three cankers, which, in proceffe of time, 
Three devour- will eat up the whole common welth, if fpeedy reformation 
mg cankers: he not had, namely, daintie fare, gorgious buildings, and 
fumptuous apparel; which three abufes, efpecially, yet not 
without their cofin germanes, doo florifh there. God re- 
moove them thence, for his Chriftes fake. 

Spud. I had thought that dainty fare and good cheer 
both norifhed the body perfectly, and alfo prolonged life ; 
and dooth it not, think you? | 

Philo. Experience, as [by] my former intimations you may 

eae eather, teacheth clean contrary ; for who is ficklier then they 
eet nes that fare delicioufly every day? who is corrupter ? who belch- 
Alcea that eth more? who looketh wurffe, who is weaker and feebler 
then they ? who hath more filthie colour, flegme, and putri- 
faétion (repleat with groffe humors) then they? and, to be 
breef, who dyeth fooner then they ? Doo wee not fee the poor 
man that eateth brown bread (wherof fome is made of rye, 
barlie, peafon, beans, oates, and fuch other groffe graines) 
and drinketh fmall drink, yea, fometimes water, feedeth upon 
milk, butter, and cheefe; (I fay) doo wee not fee fuch a one 
helthfuller, ftronger, and longer living then the other that 
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fare daintily every day? And how fhould it be otherwife ? 
for wil not the eating of divers and fundry kindes of meats, 
of divers operations and qualities (at one meale) engender 
diftemperance in the bodie? And the body diftempered wil 
it not fall into fundry defeafes ? one meat is of hard difgef- 
ture, another of light ; and whilft the meat of hard difgefture 
is in concocting, the other meat of light difgefture dooth 
putrific and ftink : and this is the very mother of all difeafes. 
One is of this qualitie, another of that ; one is of this opera- 
tion, another of that; one kind of meat is good for this 
thing, another is naught for that. Then, how can all thefe 
contrarieties and difcrepances agree togither in one body at 
one and the fame time? Wil not one contrary impugne his 
contrary ? one enemy refift an other ? Then, what wife man 
is he that wil receive all thefe enemies into the caftle of his 
body at one time? Doo we not fee, by experience, that 
they that give themfelves to dainty fare and fweet meats 
are never in helth? Dooth not their fight wax dim, their 
eares hard of hering, their teeth rot and fall out ? dooth not 
their breth ftink, their ftomack belch foorth filthy humors, 
and their memory decay? Doo not their fpirits and fences 
become hevie and dul by reafon of exhalations and impure 
vapors, which rife in their gingered brefts and {piced 
ftomacks ? and, fumyng up to the hed, they mortifie the 
vitall {pirits and intellective powers. Dooth not the whole 
body become purfie and corpulent, yea, fomtimes decrepit 
therwith, and ful of all filthy corruption? The Lord keep 
his chofen from tafting therof. 

Sp. You fpake of drunkenes, what fay you of yt? 

Phi. I fay it is a horrible vice, and too too much ufed in 
Ail. . Every cuntrey, citie, towne, village, or other, hath 
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abundance of alehoufes, taverns, and innes, which are fo 
fraughted with mault-wormes, night and day, that you would 
wunder to fee them. You fhal have them there fitting at. 
the wine and good ale all the day long, yea, all the night 
too, peradventure a whole week togither, fo long as any 
mony is left ; fwilling, gulling, and carowfing from one to 
an other, til never a one can fpeak a redy woord. Then, 
when with the fpirit of the buttery they are thus poffeffed, 
a world it is to confider their geftures and demenors, how 
they ftut and ftammer, ftagger and reele to and fro like 
madmen; fome vomiting, fpewing, and difgorging their 
filthie ftomacks ; other fome (honor fit auribus) piffing under 
the boord as they fit, and which is horrible, fome fall to 
fwering, curfing, and banning, interlacing their fpeeches 
with curious taerms of blafphemie, to the great difhonour of 
God and offence of the godly eares prefent. 

Sp. But they wil fay, that God ordained wines and {trong 
drinks to cheer the heart and to fuftain the body ; therfore 
it is lawful to ufe them to that end. 

Philo. Meats (moderatly taken) corroborate the body, 
refreth the arteries, and revive the fpirits, making them after 
every member to doo his office as God hath appointed ; but 
being immoderatly taken (as commonly they be) they are 
inftruments of damnation to the abufers of the fame, and 
noorifh not the body but corrupt it rather, and cafteth it 
into a world of defeafes. And a man once drunke with wine 
or ftrong drink rather refembleth a brute beafte then a 
Chriftian man; for doo not his eies begin to ftare and to 
be red, fiery and blered, blubbering foorth feas of teares? 
Dooth he not frothe and fome at the mouth like a bore? 
dooth not his tung faulter and ftammer in his mouth? dooth 
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not his hed feeme as hevie asa milftone, he not being able to 
bear it up? Are not his wits and fpirits, as it were, drowned ? 
Is not his underftanding altogether decayed ? doo not his 
hands, and all his body, quiver and fhake, as it were, with 
a quotidian fever? Befides thefe it cafteth him into a dropfie 
or plurefie nothing fo foon; it infeebleth the finewes, it 
weakeneth the natural {trength, it corrupteth the blood, it dif- 
folveth the whole man at the length, and finally maketh him 
forgetful of himfelf altogither, fo that what he dooth being 
drunk he remembreth not being fober. The drunkard, in 
his drunkennes, killeth his freend, revileth his lover, dif- 
clofeth fecrets, and regardeth no man: he either expelleth 
all feare of God out of his minde, all loove of his freends and 
kinsfolkes, all remembrance of honeftie, civilitie, and hu- 
manitie; fo that I will not feare to call drunkerds beatts, 
and no men; and much wurfe then beafts, for beafts never 
exceede in fuch kinde of exceffe or fuperfluitie, but alway 
modum adhibent appetitum, they meafure their appetites by 
the rule of neceffitie, which would God wee would doo. 

Spud. Seeing it is fo great an offence before God, I pray 
you {how me fome teftimonies of the holy Scriptures againft 
it ; for whatfoever is evil, the woord of God, I doubt not, re- 
proveth the fame. 

Philo. It feemeth you have not read the holy Scripture 
very much, for if you had you fhould have found it not only 
fpoke againft, but alfo throwen down even to hel: for proof 
wherof of infinit places I wil recite a few. The prophet 
Efaias thundereth out againft it, faying, ve gue confurgitis 
mane ad ebrietatem fectandam: Wo be to them that ryfe 
earlie to followe drunkenneffe, wallowing therein from morn- 
ing to night, untill they be fet on fire with wyne and {trong 
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drinke. Therfore gapeth hell, and openeth her mouth wyde, 
that the glory, multitude, and welth of them that delight 
therin may go downe into it, faith the prophet. The prophet 
Hofeas faith, fornicatio, vinum et muftum auferunt animum. 
Whordome, wyne, and {trong drinke infatuat the heart of 
man. 

The prophet Joel biddeth all drunkards awake, faying, 
Weepe and howle, you wine-bibbers, for the wickedneffe of 
deftruétion that fhall fall uppon you. 

The prophet Habacuck foundeth a moft dreadfull alarme 
not only to all drunkards, but alfo to all that make them 
drunken, faying, Wo be to him that geveth his neighbour 
drinke till he be drunke, that thou mayft fee his privities. 
Salomon faith, Wyne maketh a man to be fcornfull, and 
{trong drinke maketh a man unquiet: who fo take a plea- 
fure in it fhall not be wife. In an other place, Keep not 
companie with wynebibbers and riotous perfons, for fuch 
as be drunkards fhal come to beggerie. In the xxiij of his 
Proverbes he faith: To whome is woo? to whome is forow? 
to whome is ftrife? to whome is murmuring? to whome 
are wounds without caufe? and to whome are red eyes? 
Even to them that tarie long at the wyne, to them that go 
and feek mixt wyne. And, againe: Looke not thou uppon 
the wyne when it is red, and when it fheweth his colour in 
the cup, or goeth downe pleafantlie, for in the end it will 
bite like a ferpent, and hurt like a cockatrife, or bafilicock, 
which flay or kill men with the poifon of their fighte. Again, 
it is not for kings to drynke wyne, nor it is not for princes 
to drinke ftrong drinke. Our Saviour Chrift, in the Gofpell 
of S. Luke, biddeth us take heed that we be not overcome 
with furfetting and drunknes and cares of this lyfe, leaft 
the day of the Lorde come uppon us unawares. 
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Paule to the Ephefians, biddeth beware that we be not 
drunk with wine, wherin is exceffe, but to be filled with the 
fpirit. The fame apoftle, in an other place, faith, that 
neither whoremonger, adulterer, drunkard, glotton, ryotous 
perfon, nor fuch like, fhal ever enter into the kingdome of 
Heaven. By thefe few places, out of many, you may fee 
the inormitie of this vice, which is fo much every where 
frequented. 

Spud. Let me intreate you to fhew me fome examples 
withall, wherby I may fee what evill it hath done in all 
ages, 

Philo. Drunknes caufed Lot to commit moft fhamefull 
inceft with his owne two daughters, who got them both 
with child, he not perceiving it, neither when they lay downe, 
nor when they rofe up. See how drunkenneffe affotteth a 
man, depriving him of all fence, reafon, and underftanding. 

Drunkenneffe caufed Noah to lye with his privities bare 
in his tabernacle, in fuche beaftlie forte as his wicked fonne 
Cham jefted and fcoffed at the fame. 

Thorow drunkenneffe Holophernes, that great and in- 
vincible monarche of the Afsyrians, was overcome by a 
woman, having his head cut from his fhoulders with a fau- 
chone. Thorow drunkennefse king Herode was brought to 
fuch ydiocie and foolith dotage, that he caufed the head of 
Jhon the Baptift to be cut off, to fatisfie the requeft of a 
dauncing ftrumpet. That rich Epulo, of whom Luke 
maketh mention, was for his drunkennefse and ryotous ex- 
cefse, condemned to the fire of hel for ever, with many moe 
examples which for fhortnes I omit. Now, feeing than that 
drunkennefse is. both offenfive to God, and bringeth fuch 
evils in this lyfe prefent, let us, in the name of God, avoyde 
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it as a moft wicked thing and pernicious evill. For every 
drunkard is fo farre eftranged from himfelfe, that as one in 
an extafie of mind, or rather in a playne phrenfie, he may not 
be faid to be /wz antini compos, or a man of founde wit, but 
rather a very Bedlem, or muche worfe, no Chriftian but an 
Anti-chriftian; no member of ChriftJefus, but an impe of Sa- 
than and a lymme of the devill. Wherfore, in the name of 
God, let us avoydeall excefse, imbrace temperancieand fobri- 
etie,and receive fo much meats and drinks as may fatisfie na- 
ture, not the infaciat appetite of our flethly defires ; knowing 
that except the Lord blefse our meats and drinks within 
our bodyes, and give them power and ftrength to nourifh 
and feede the fame, and our bodyes their naturall powers, 
every member to doo his office and dutie, our meates fhall 
lye in our ftomacks, ftincking, {melling, and rotting, like 
filthie carion in a lothfom finck. So farre of ought we to 
be from abufing the good creaturs of God by ryot, drunk- 
nefse, or exceise, that we ought never to take a morfell of 
bread, nor fope of drinke, without humble thankes to the 
Lord for the fame. For we never read that our Saviour 
Chrift ever eat or dranke but he gave thankes (or, as we 
call it, faid grace) both before the receipt therof and after. 
This needed he not to have done in refpect of himfelfe, but 
for our erudition and learning, according to this faying, 
omnis Chrifit aétio nofira eft infiructio: every action of our 
Saviour Chrift is our example and inftru¢ction to follow as 
neere as we are able. And thus much of drunknefse, which 
God graunt may evry wher be avoided. 

Spud. Shew me, I pray you, the ftate of that cuntrey a 
a litle further: is it a welthie countrey within it felfe, or 
otherwyfe poore and bare? 
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Philo. It is a moft famous yland, a fertile cuntrey, and 
abounding with all maner of ftore, both of riches, treafure, 
and all things els whatfoever; but as it is a welthie and 
riche countrey, fo are the inhabitaunts, from the higheft to 
the loweft, from the prieft to the populare forte, even all in 
generall, wonderfully inclyned to covetoufnes and ambition; 
which thing whileft they follow, they can never be f{atisfied, 
for, crefcit amor nummt quantum ipfa pecunta crefcit: the 
love of mony doth by fo much the more increafe, by how 
much more the monie it felfe doth increafe ; and the nature 
of a covetous man is fuch that fam dee/t quod habet, quam 
guod non habet: as well that thing which he hath, as that 
which he hath not, is wanting unto him. A covetoufe man 
may wel be compared to hell, which ever gapeth and yawn- 
eth for more, and is never content with inough: for right 
as hell ever hunteth after more, fo a covetous man, drowned 
in the quagmire or plafh of avarice and ambition, having 
his /fummam voluptatem repofed in momentanie riches, is 
never content with inough, but ftill thirfteth for more, 
much like the man ficke of the ague, who the more he 
drinketh the more he thurfteth; the more he thurfteth the 
more he drinketh; the more he drinketh the more his dif- 
eafe increafeth. Therfore I hould it true which is writ, 
burfa avart os eft diaboli,; the powch of a rich covetous 
man is the mouth of the devill, which ever is open to receive, 
but alway fhut to give. 

Spud, But they will eafily wipe away this blot, namely 
in faying, are we not bound to provyde for our felves, our 
wyves, our children, and famelie ? Doth not the apoftle hold 
him for an infidell and deneger of the faith, who provydeth 
not for his wyfe and family ? Is it not good to lay up fom- 
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thing againft a ftormie day ? wherfore they wil rather deeme 
themfelves good husbands, than covetous or ambicious 
perfons. 

Philo. Every Chriften man is bound, in confcience before 
God, to provide for their houfhold and family, but yet fo as 
his immoderat care furpaffe not the bands, nor yet tranfcend 
the limits of true godlynes. His chiefeft truft and care is 
to reft onely in the Lord, who giveth liberally to every one 
that afketh of him in verity and truth, and reprocheth no 
man; and withall he is to ufe fuch ordinarie meanes as God 
hath appointed to the performaunce of the fame. But fo 
farre from covetoufnes, and from immoderate care, wold the 
Lord have us, that we ought not this day to care for to 
morrow, for (faith he) fufficient to the day is the travail of 
the fame. After all thefe things (with a diftruftfull and in- 
ordinat care) do the heathen feek, who know not God, faith 
our Saviour Chrift; but be you not like them. And yet I 
fay, as we are not to diftruft the providence of God, or de- 
fpaire for any thing, fo are we not to prefume, nor yet to 
tempt the Lord our God, but to ufe fuch fecundary and in- 
{trumental meanes as he hath commaunded and appointed, 
to the end and purpofe to get our owne lyving and mainte- 
nance withall. But this people, leaving thefe godly meanes, 
do all runne headlong to covetoufnes and ambition, at- 
tempting all waies and affaying al meanes poffible to ex- 
aggerat and heap up riches, the thick clay of damnation to 
themfelves for ever. . So (likewife) landlords make mar- 
chandife of their pore tenants, racking their rents, raifing 
their fines and incommes, and fetting them fo ftraitely uppon 
the tenter hookes, as no man can lyve onthem. Befides 
that, as though this pillage and pollage were not rapacious 
enough, they take in and inclofe commons, moores, heaths, 
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and other common paftures, wher out the poore common: 
altie were wont to have all their forrage and feeding for 
their cattell, and (which is more) corne for them felves to 
lyve uppon: all which are now in moft places taken from 
them by thefe greedye puttockes, to the great impoverith- 
ing and utter beggering of whole townes and parifhes, whofe 
tragicall cries and inceffant clamors have long fince pearced 
the {kyes, and prefented themfelves before the Majefty of 
God, faying, How long, Lord, how long wilt thou deferre 
to revenge this villanie of thy poore fainéts and unworthie 
members uppon the earth? Take heed, therfore, you riche 
men, that poll and pill the poore, for the bloud of as manye 
as mifcarie any maner of way thorow your injurious ex- 
actions, finifter oppreffions, and indirect dealings, fhall be 
powred uppon your heads at the great daye of the Lord. 
Curfed is he (faith our Saviour Chrift) that offendeth one of 
thefe little ones: it were better that a milftone were hanged 
about his neck, and he caft into the middeft of the fea. 
Chrift fo entirely loveth his poore members uppon earth 
that he imputeth the contumely which is done to anie one 
of them to be done to himfelfe, and will revenge it as done 
to himfelfe. Wherfor God give them grace to lay open 
their inclofures againe, to let fall their rents, fines, incommes, 
and other impofitions, wherby God is offended, their poore 
brethren beggered, and, I feare mee, the whole realme will 
be brought to utter ruine and decay, if this mifchiefe be not 
met withall, and incountred with verie fhortlie. For thefe 
inclofures be the caufes why rich men eat up poore men, as 
beafts doo eat graffe: thefe, I fay, are the caterpillers and 
devouring locuftes that mafsacre the poore, and eat up the 
whole realme to the deftruétion of the fame: the Lord re- 
moove them! 
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Upon the other fide, the lawyers they goe rufling in their 
filks, velvets, and chaines of gold: they build gorgeous 
howfes, fumptuous edifices, and ftately turrets ; they keep a 
port like mightie potentates ; they have bands and retinewes 
of men attendant uppon them daylie; they purchafe caftels 
and towers, lands and lordfhips, and what not? And all 
uppon the polling and pilling of the poore commons. 

They have fo good confciences that all is fifth that comes 
to the net; thei refufe nothing that is offred, and what 
they do for it in preferring their poore clients caufe, the 
Lorde knoweth, and one day they fhall finde it. If you 
have argent, or rather rubrum unguentum, I dare not fay 
gold, but red oyntment to greafe them in the fift withall, 
than your fute fhall want no furtherance; but if this be 
wanting, than farewel clyent; he may go fhooe the goofe 
for any good fucceffe he is like to have of his matter: with- 
out this, fheriffes and officers wil returne writs with a tarde 
venit, or with a non eft inventus, {mally to the poore mans 
profit. So long as any of this ointment is dropping, they 
wil beare him in hand his matter is good and juft, and all 
to keep him in ure, till all be gon, and than will they tell 
him his matter is naught: and if one afke them why they 
tould not their clients fo in the beginning? they will anfwere, 
I knew not fo much at the firft, the fault is in himfelfe; he 
tould me the beft, but not the worft; he fhewed mee not 
this evidence and that evidence, this prefident and that 
prefident, turning all the fault upon the fuggefter ; wheras 
the whole fault indeed is in himfelfe, as his own confcience 
can beare witneffe. In prefence of their clients they will be 
fo earneft one with another, as one (that knew not their 
flaightes wold thinke they would go together by the eares) ; 
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this is to draw on their clients withal; but immediatly after, 
their clients being gon, they laugh in their fleeves to fee how 
pretily they fetch in fuch fommes of money; and that, 
under the pretence of equitie and juftice. But though thei 
can fora time (preftzg7atorum inftar), like cunning deceivers, 
caft a mift before the blind world, yet the Lord, who feeth 
(f{uborned by none) the fecrets of all harts, fhall make them [er 
manifeft to al the world, and reward them according to their 
doings. The marchant men, by their marting, chaffering The fraudu- 
and changing, by their counterfait balances and untrue aa et 
waights, and by their furprifing of their wares heap up in- men. 
finit treafures. The artificer and occupyers, evén all in 
generall, will not fell their wares for no reafonable price, but Artificers. 
will fweare and teare pittifully, that fuch a thing coft them 
fo much, and fuch a thing fo much, wheras they fwear as 
falfe as the lyving Lord is true. But one day let them be 
fure that the Lord (who faith thou fhalt not fweare at all, 
nor deceive thy brother in bargaining) will revenge this 
villanie done to his majeftie. 

Into fuch a ruinous eftat hath covetoufnes now brought 
that land, that in plentie of all things there is great fcarfitie Great dearth 
and dearth of all thinges. So that that which might have rane ee 
been bought heretofor, within this twentie or fourtie yeers, 
for twentie fhillings, is now worth twentie nobles, or xx 
pound. That which than worth twentie pound is now 
worth ac. pound, and more: wherby the rich men have fo 
balaunced their chefts with gold and filver, as they cracke 
againe. And to fuch exceffe is this covetoufnes growne, as 
every one that hath money will not ftick to take his neigh- Taking of 
bors houfe over his head, long before his yeers be expired: ee 
wherthorow many a poore man, with his wyfe, children, and 
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whole famelie are forced to begge their bread all their dayes 
after. Another forte, who flow in welth, if a poore man have 
eyther houfe or land, they will never reft untill they have 
purchafed it, giving him not the thirde parte of that it is 
worth. Befides all this, fo defperately given are many, that 
for the acquiring of filver and gold, they will not s[t]icke 
to imbrew their hands, and both their armes in the blood 
of their owne parents and freends moft unnaturally. Other 
fome will not make any confcience to fweare and forfweare 
themfelves for ever, to lye, diffemble, and deceive the deereft 
frends they have in the world. Therfore the heathen poet, 
Virgill, faid very well, O /acra auri fames, quid non mortalia 
pettora cogis: Oh curfed defire of gold, what mifchief is it 
but thou forceft man to attempt it for the love of thee! This 
immoderat thirft of gold and monie bringeth infinit number 
to fhameful end; fome as homicides for murthering and 
killing ; fome as latrones, for robbing and ftealing: fome 
for one thing, fome for another ; fo that furely I think mayor 
eft numerus hominum, quos diva avaritie peftis abforpfit, 
quam quos gladius vel enfis perforavit : the number of thofe 
whom the peftilence of avarice hath fwallowed up is greater 
than the number of thofe whom the fword hath deftroid. 
The Lord affwage the heat hereof with the oyle of his grace, 
if it be his good pleafure and wil. 

Spud. If I might be fo bold, I wold requeft you to fhew 
me, out of the word of God, where this deteftable vice is 
reproved. 

Philo. Our Saviour Chrift Jefus, the arch-doétor of all 
truth, in his Evangely, the fixt of Mathew, faith, Be not care- 
full for to morow day, for the morow {hall care for it felfe. 

Again, be not carfull for apparell, what you fhall put 
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on, nor for meat what you fhall eat, but feeke for the king- 

dome of heaven, and the righteoufnes therof, and all thefe 

things fhal be given unto you. He charged his difciples to 

be fo farre from covetoufnes, as not to cary two coates with Luc. 6. 
them in their jorneys, nor yet any money in their purfes, Mt 
He tould his difciples another time, ftryving which of them 

fhould be the greatteft, that he who wold be the greatteft 

muft condefcend to be fervant of all. When the people 

would have advaunced him to have been a king he refufed 

it, and hid him felf. He telleth us, we cannot ferve two 

maifters, God and Mammon: he biddeth us not to fet our 

minds uppon covetoufnes ; inferring that wher our riches be 

there will our harts be alfo. He faith, it is harder for a 

rich man (that is, fora man whofe truft is in riches,) to enter 

into the kingdome of God, than for a camell to go thorow 

the eye of a needle. The Apoftle biddeth us, if we have 

meat and drinke and clothing, to be content, for theyethat 1 Timo, vi. 
will be rich (faith he) fall into diverfe temptations and {nares 

of the devill, which drowne men in perdition. David faith, Pfalm 39. 
Man difquieteth him felfe in vaine heaping up riches, and 

cannot tell who fhall poffeffe them. Salom. compareth a Proverb r. 
covetous man to him that murthereth and fheadeth innocent P!°Y* 27: 
bloud. Hell and deftruétion are never ful, fo the eyes of 

men can never be fatisfied. The Apoftle S. Paule faith, 

neither whormongers, adulterers, nor covetous perfons, nor 
extortioners fhal ever enter into the kingdome of heaven. 

And faith further, that the love of monie is the root of al Nd 
evil. Chrift biddeth us be liberal and lend to them that ya 5. qd 
have need, not looking for any reftitution again; and never Lve. ©. 
to turn our face away from any poore man, and than the 
face of the Lord fhall not be turned away from us. By 
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thefe few places it is manifeft how farre from al covetoufnes 
the Lord wold have al Chriftians be. 

Spud. Be their any examples in Scriptures to fhew foorth 
the punifhments of the fame, inflicted upon offenders 
therin? 

Philo. The fcripture is full of fuch fearful examples of 
the juft judgements of God powred upon them that have 
offended herein; wherof I will recite three or four, for the 
fatisfying of your godly mind. Adam was caft out of Para- 
dice for coveting that fruit which was inhibited him to eat. 
Giefe, the fervant of Elizeus the prophet, was {mitten with 
an incurable leprofie, for that he, to fatisfie his covetous de- 
fire, exacted golde, filver, and riche garments of Naaman, 
the K. of Siria his fervant. Balaam was reprooved of his 
affe for his covetoufnes in going to curfe the children of 
Ifrael at the requeft of K. Balac, who promifed him abound- 
ance of gold and filver fo to doo. Achab, the K., for covet- 
oufnes to have pore Naboth his viniard, flew him and dyed 
after himfelfe, with all his progeny, a fhameful death. The 
fonnes of Samuel were, for their infaciable covetoufnes, de- 
teined from ever injoying their fathers kingdome. Judas, 
for covetoufnes of mony, fould the Saviour of the world and 
betrayed him to the Jewes, but afterward dyed a miferable 
death, his bellye burfting, and his bowels gufhing out. 
Ananias and Saphira his wife, for covetoufnes in concealing 
part of the price of their lands from the apoftles, were both 
flain, and died a fearful death. Achan was ftoned to death, 
by the Lord his commandement, for his covetoufnes in 
ftealing gold, filver, and jewels at the facking of Jericho, 
and al his goods were burned prefently. Thus you fee how 
for covetoufnes of mony, in all ages, men have made fhip- 
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wrack of their confciences, and in the end, by the juft 
judgement of God, have dyed fearful deaths, whofe judg- 
ments I leave to the Lord. 

Spud. Seeing that covetoufnes is fo wicked a fin, and fo 
offenfive both to God and man, and pernicious to the foule, 
I marveile what moveth men to followe the fame as they 
doo. 

Ph. Two things move men to affect mony fo much as 
they doo: the one for feare leaft they fhold fal into povertie 
and beggery, (oh, ridiculous infidelitie!) the other to be 
advanced and promoted to high dignities and honors upon 
earth. And thei fee the world is fuch that he who hath 
moni enough fhalbe vabdzed and maiftered at every word, 
and withal faluted with the vaine title of worfhipfull, and 
right worfhipfull, though notwithftanding he be a dunghill 
gentleman, or a gentleman of the firft head, as they ufe to 
terme them. And to fuch outrage is it growne, that now 
adayes every butcher, fhooemaker, tailer, cobler, husband- 
man, and other; yea, every tinker, pedler, and fwinherd, 
every artificer and other, eregari ordints, of the vileft forte 
of men that be, muft be called by the vain name of maifters 
at every word. But it is certen that no wyfe man will 
intitle them with any of thefe names, worfhipfull and maifter 
(for they are names and titles of dignitie, proper to the 
godly wyfe, for fome fpeciall vertue inherent, either els in 
refpect of their birth, or calling, due unto them) but fuch 
titivillers, flattering parafits, and glofing Gnatoes as flatter 
them, expecting fome pleafure or benefit at their hands; 
which thing, if they were not blowen up with the bellowes 
of pride, and puffed up with the wind of vainglori, they 
might eafily perceive. For certen it is they do but mocke 
16 
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and flatter them with thefe titles, knowing that they deferve 
nothing leffe. Wherfore, like good recufants of that thing 
which is evill, they fhould refufe thofe vainglorious names, 
remembring the words of our Saviour Chrift, faying, Be not 
called maifter, in token there is but one onely true Maifter 
and Lord in heaven: which is only true Maifter and Lord. 
God graunt all other may followe, bothe in life and name, 
until they come to perfect man in Jefus Chrift. 

Spud. The people beeing fo fet upon covetoufnes, as I 
gather by your fpeeches they be, is it poffible that they wil 
lend money without ufurie, or without fome hoftage, guage, 
or pawn? for ufurie followeth covetoufnes, as the fhadowe 
dooth the bodie. 


Great Ufurie in Ailgna. 


Philo. 

It is as impoffible for any to borrowe money there (for 
the moft part), without ufurie and loane, or without fome 
good hoftage, guage, or pledge, as it is for a dead man to 
{peak with audible voice. 

Spud. T have heard fay that the pofitive and f{tatute lawes 
there doo permit them to take ufurye, limitting them how 
much to take for every pound. 

Philo. Although the civile lawes (for the avoiding of 
further inconveniences) doo permit certain fommes of money 
to be given overplus, beyond or aboove the principall, for 
the loane of mony lent, yet are the ufurers no more dif- 
charged from the gilt of ufurie before God therby, then the 
adulterous Jewes were from whordome, becaufe Moyfes 
gave them a permiffive kaw for every man to put away 
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their wives that would, for every light trifle. And yet the 
lawes there gave no libertie to commit ufurie; but feeing The lawes of 
how much it rageth, left it fhould exceed, rage further, and ere ae | 
over flowe the banks of all reafon and godlynes, as covet- 
oufnes is a raging fea and a bottomleffe pit, and never 
fatisfied nor contented, they have limited them within cer- 
tain meeres and banks (to bridle the infatiable defires of 
covetous men), beyond the which it is not lawful for any to 
go. But this permiffion of the lawes argueth not that it is 
lawful to take ufury, no more (I fay) then the permiffion of 
Moyfes argueth that whordome and adulterie is lawfull and 
good, becaufe Moyfes permitted them to put away their 
wives for the avoiding of greater evill: for, as Chrift faid to 
the Jewes, from the beginning it was not fo, fo fay I to 
thefe ufurers, from the beginning it was not fo, nor yet 
ought fo to be. 
Spud. If no intereft were permitted, then no man would 
lend, and then how fhould the poor doo? Wherfore the 
lawes, that permit fome fmall over-plus therin, doo very 
well. 
Philo. Non faciendum eft malum, ut inde veneat bonum: 
we muft not doo evil, that good may come of it. Yet the 
lawes, in permitting certain reafonable gain to be received 
for the loane of money lent, left otherwife the poore fhould 
quaile (for without fome commoditie the rich would not The lawes 
lend,) have not doone much amiffe; but if they had quite fe eae pal 
cut it of, and not yeelded at all to any fuch permiffion, they commaund it. 
had doon better. But heerin the intent of the lawe is to 
be perpended, which was to impale within the forreft, or 
park, of reafonable and confcionable gain, men who cared 
not how much they could extorte out of poore mens hands 
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for the loane of their money lent, and not to authorife any 
man to commit ufurie, as though it were lawful becaufe it 
is permitted. 

Therfore thofe that fay that the lawes there doo allow of 
ufury, and licence men to commit it freely, doo flaunder the 
lawes and are woorthy of reprehenfion; for though the 
lawes fay, thou fhalt not take aboove ijs. in the pound, x li 
in the hundred, and fo forth, dooth this proove that it is 
lawful to take fo much, or rather that thou fhalt not take 
more then that? If I fay to a man, thou fhalt not give him 
aboove one or two blowes, dooth this proove that I licence 
him to give him one or two blowes, or rather that he fhal 
not give him any at al, or if he doo, he fhal not exceede or 
paffe the bands of refonable mefure ? fo this law dooth but 
mitigate the penalty, for it faith that the party that taketh 
but x li, for the ufe’ of an c li, lofeth but themeeiieaioes- 
principal. 

Spud. Then I perceive, if ufurie be not lawful by the 
lawes of the realm, then is it not lawful by the lawes of 
God. 

Philo, You may be fure of that ; for our Saviour Chrifte 
willeth us to be far from covetoufnes and ufury, as he faith, 
“Give to him that afketh thee, and from him that would bor- 
row turn not thy face away.” Againe, “ Lend of thy goods 
to them who are not able to pay thee again, and thy reward 
fhalbe great. in heaven.” If wee muft lend our goods, 
then, to them who are ‘not able to pay us again, no, not fo 
much as the bare thing lent, where is the interett, the ufurie, 
the gaifie, and over-plus we fifh for fo much? Therfore our 
Saviour Chrifte faith, deatius eft dare, potius quam accipere: 
it.is more bleffed to give, then ‘to receivessel met iemecman 
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Exodus seuin 24ee se evitn eo Nehems /Oltze: 18, 
and many other places, we are forbidden to ufe any 
kinde of ufury, or intereft, or to receive again any over- 
plus befides the principall, either in money, corne, wine, 
oyle, beafts, cattel, meat, drink, cloth, or any other thing els 
what foever. David afketh a queftion of the Lord, faying, 
Lord, who fhall dwell in thy tabernacle, and who fhall reft 
in thy holy hil? Wherto he giveth the folution him felf, 
faying, Even he that leadeth an incorrupt life, and hath not 
given his mony unto ufurie, nor taken reward againft the 
innocent: who fo dooth thefe things fhall never fall. In the 
15 of Deut. the Lord willeth us not to crave again the thing 
we have lent to our neighbor, for it is the Lords free yeer. 
If it be not lawful (then) to afke again that which is lent 
(for it is not the law of good confcience for thee to exact it, 
if thou be abler to beare it then the other to pay it,) much 
leffe is it lawful to demaund any ufury or over-plus. And 
for this caufe the Lord faith, Let there be no begger amonetft 
you, nor poore perfon amongft the tribes of Ifrael. Thus, 
you fee, the woord of God abandonneth ufurie even to hel, 
and all writers, both divine and prophane, yea, the very 
heathen people, moved onely by the inftinét of nature and 
rules of reafon, have alwaies abhord it. Therfore Cato, 
beeing demaunded what ufurie was, afked againe, what it 
was to killa man? making ufurie equivalent with murther: 
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and good reafon, for he that killeth a man riddeth him out 
of his paines at once, but he that taketh ufury is long in 
butchering his pacient, fuffering him by little and little to 
languifh, and fucking out his hart blood, never leaveth 
him fo long as he feeleth any vitall blood (that is lucre and 
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but many, bothe husband, wife, children, fervants, famelie, 
and all, not fparing any. And if the poore man have not 
wherewith to pay, as wel the intereft as the principall, when 
foever this greedy cormorant dooth demaund it, then fute 
fhalbe commenced againft him; out go butter flies and 
writts, as thick as haile ; fo the poore man is apprehended 
and brought coram nobis, and beeing once more convented, 
judgement condemnatorie and definitive fentence proceedeth 
again{t him, compelling him to pay, aswel the ufury and 
the loane of the money, as the money lent. But if he 
have not to fatisfie as wel the one as th’ other, then to 
Bocardo goeth he as round as a ball, where he fhalbe fure 
to lye until he rotte, one peece from the other, without 
fatisfaction bee made. Oh, curfed caitive! no man, but a 
devil; no Chriftian, but a cruel Tartarian and mercileffe 
Turck! dareft thou look up toward heaven, and canft thou 
hope to be faved by the death of Chrifte that fuffereft thine 
owne flesh and blood, thine owne bretheren and fifters in 
the Lord, and, which is more, the flesh and blood of Chrift 
Jefus, vefsels of falvation, coheirs with him of his fuperiall 
kingdom, adoptive fonnes of his grace, and finally faints in 
heaven, to lye and rot in prifon for want of payment of a 
little drofse, which at the day of dome shall beare witnefse 
again{t thee, gnaw thy flesh like a canker, and condemn 
thee for ever? The very ftones of the prifon walles fhall 
rife up again{ft thee, and condemn thee for thy crueltie. Is 
this love? is this charitie ? is this to doo to others as thou 
wouldeft wifh others to doe to thee? or rather as thou 
wouldeft wifh the Lord to doe unto thee? Art thou a good 
member of the bodie, which not onely cutteft of thy felfe 
from the vine, as a rotten braunch and void lop, but alfo 
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heweft off other members from the fame true vine, Chrifte 
Jefus? No, no; thou art a member of the devil, a limme 
of Sathan, and a childe of perdition. 

Wee ought not to handle our bretheren in fuch forte for 
any worldly matter whatfoever. Wee ought to fhewe 
mercie and not crueltie to our bretheren, to remit trefpaffes 
and offences, rather then exact punifhment; referring all 
revenge to him who faith, Wehz vindictam, et ego retribuam : 
Vengeance is mine, and I wil rewarde (faith the Lord). 

Beleeve mee, it greeveth mee to heare (walking in the 
{treats) the pitiful cryes, and miferable complaints of poore 
prifoners in durance for debt, and like fo to continue all 
their life, deftitute of libertie, meat, drink (though of the 
meaneft forte), and clothing to their backs, lying in filthie 
{trawe, and lothfome dung, wurfe then anie dogge, voide of 
all charitable confolation and brotherly comfort in this 
world, wifhing and thyrfting after death to fet them at 
libertie, and loofe them from their fhackles, gives, and yron 
bands. 

Notwithftanding fome mercileffe tygers are growen to 
fuch barbarous crueltie that they bluth not to fay, Tufh! he 
fhall either paye mee the whole, or els lye there till his 
heels rot from his buttocks, and before I will releafe him I 
will make dice of his bones. But take heed, thou devill 
(for I dare not call thee a man), left the Lord fay to thee, 
as he faid to that wicked fervaunt (who having great fommes 
forgiven him, wold not forgive his brother his fmall debte, 
but, catching him by the throte, faid, pay that thou oweft), 
bind him hands and feet, and caft him into utter darknes, 
wher fhall be weeping and gnafhing of teeth. 

An ufurer is worfe than a thief, for the one ftealeth but 
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for need, the other for coveitoufnes and exceffe: the one 
ftealeth but in the night commonly ; the other daylie and 
hourely, night and daye, at all times indifferently. 

An ufurer is worfe than a Jew, for they, to this daye, will 
not take anye ufurie of their brethren, according to the 
lawe of God. 

They are worfe than Judas, for he betraied Chrift but 
once, made reftitution, and repented for it (though his re- 
pentance fprang not of faith, but of defpaire), but thefe 
ufurers betray Chrift in his members daylie and hourly, 
without any remorfe or reftitution at all. 

They are wurfse then hel it felf, for it punifheth only the 
wicked and reprobate, but the ufurer maketh no difference 
of any, but punisheth all alike. They are crueller then 
death, for it deftroyeth but the body and goeth no further, 
but the ufurer deftroyeth both body and foule for ever. 
And, to be breef, the ufurer is wurfe then the devil himfelf, 
for the devil plagueth but onely thofe that are in his hands, 
or els thofe whome God permitteth him; the ufurer plagueth 
not onely thofe that are within his jurifdiction alredy, but 
even all other without permiffion of any. Therfore, faith 
Ambrofe, if any man commit ufurie, it is extortion, ravin, 
and pillage, and he ought to dye. Alphonfus called ufury 
nothing els then a life of death. Lycurgus banished all 
kind of ufury out of his lands. Cato did the fame. Ageff- 
laus, generall of the Lacedemonians, burned the ufurers 
bookes in the open market places. Claudius Vafpatian- 
nus, and after him Alexander Severus made sharpe lawes 
againft ufury, and utterly extirped the fame. Arriftotle, 
Plato, Pythagoras, and generally, all writers, bothe holy and 
prophane, have sharpely inveighed againft this devouring 
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canker of ufury; and yet cannot we, that fain would be called 
Chriftians, avoid it. And if it be true that I heare fay, there 
be no men fo great doers in this noble facultie and famous 
fcience as the fcriveners be: for it is fayd (and I feare me 
too true) that there are fome to whome is committed a 
hundred or two of poundes, of fome more, of fome leffe, they 
putting in good fureties to the owners for the repayment of 
the fame againe, with certaine allowance for the loane 
thereof; then come there poore men to them, defiring them 
to lend them fuch a fom of money, and they will recompence 
them at their owne defires, who making refufal at the firfte, 
as though they had it not.(to acuate the minds of the poore 
petitioners withall), at laft they lend them how much they 
defire, receiving of the poore men what intereft and affur- 
ance they luft themfelves, and binding them, their lands, 
goodes, and all, with forfaiture thereof if they fayle of pay- 
ment: where note by the way the fcrivener is the inftrument 
wherby the divell worketh the frame of this wicked woorke 
of ufurie, hee beeing rewarded with a good fleece for his 
labour. For firfte, he hath a certaine allowance of the arch- 
divel who owes the money for helping him to fuch vent for 
his coyne: fecondly, he hath a greate deale more ufurie to 
himfelfe of him who boroweth the money, than he alloweth 
the owner of the mony: and, thirdly, he hath not the leaft part 
for making the writings betwene them. And thus the poore 
man is fo implicate and wrapped in on everie fide, as it is 
impoffible for him ever to get out of the briers without loffe 
of all that ever hee hath, to the very fkin. Thus the riche 
are inriched, the poore beggered and Chrift Jefus dishonored 
everie way, God be mercifull unto us! De hzs hactenus. 
Spud. Having (by the grace of Chrifte) hytherto fpoken 
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of fundrie abufes of that countrie, let us proceed a little 
further. Howe doe they fanétifie and keepe the Sabbaoth 
day? In godly Chriftian exercifes, or els in prophane paf- 


times and pleafures ? 


The maner of fanctifying the Sabaoth | 
in Ailena. 


Philo. 

The Sabaoth day of fome is well fanétified, namely in 
hearing the Word of God: read, preached, and interpreted 
in private and publique prayers, in finging of godly pfalmes, 
in celebrating the facraments, and in collecting for the poore 
and indigent ; which are the true ufes and ends wherto the 
fabaoth was ordained. But other fome fpend the fabaoth 
day (for the moft part) in frequenting of baudie ftage-playes 
and enterludes, in maintaining Lords of Mifrule (for fo they 
call a certaine kinde of play which they ufe), may-games, 
church-ales, feafts, and wakeffes: in pyping,dauncing, dicing, 
carding, bowling, tenniffe-playing ; in beare-bayting, cock- 
fighting, hawking, hunting, and fuch like; in keeping of faires 
and markets on the fabaoth ; in keeping Courts and leets ; in 
football playing, and fuch other devilifh paftimes ; reading 
of lafcivious and wanton bookes, and an infinit number of 
fuch like practifes and prophane exercifes ufed upon that 
day, wherby the Lord God is difhonoured, his fabaoth vio- 
lated, his woord neglected, his facraments contemned, and 
his people merveloufly corrupted and caryed away from true 
vertue and godlynes. Lord, remoove thefe exercifes from 
thy fabaoth ! 

Spud. You wil be deemed too too ftoicall, if you fhould 
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reftrain men from thefe exercifes upon the fabaoth; for they 
fuppofe that that day was ordained and confecrate to that 
end and purpofe, only to ufe what kinde of exercifes they 
think good themfelves: and was it not fo? 

Pht. After that the Lord God had created the world, and 
all things therin contained, in fix dayes, in the feventh day 
he refted from all his woorks (that is, from creating them, 
not from governing them) and therefore hee commaunded 
the feventh day fhould be kept holy in all ages to the end 
of the world: then, after that in effe€t 2000 yeeres, he 
iterated this commaundement, when he gave the law in 
Mount Horeb to Moyfes, and in him to all the Children 
of Ifrael, faying, Remember (forget it not) that thou keep 
holy the feventh day, &c. If we muft keep it holy, then 
muft we not fpend it in fuch vain exercifes as pleafe 
ourfelves, but in fuch godly exercifes as he in his holy 
woord hath commaunded. And (in my judgement) the 
Lord our God ordained the feventh day to be kept holy for 
foure caufes efpecially. Firft, to put us in minde of his 
wunderful woorkmanfhip and creation of the world and 
creatures befides. Secondly, that his woord (the Church 
affembling togither) might be preached, interpreted, and 
expounded ; his facraments miniftred finceerly, according 
to the prefcript of his woord, and that fuffrages and praiers, 
bothe privat and publique, might be offered to his excellent 
majeftie. Thirdly, for that every Chriftian man might re- 
pofe himfelf from corporall labour, to the end they might 
the better fuftaine the travailes of the week to infue; and 
alfo to the end that all beafts and cattel, which the Lord 
hath made for mans ufe, as helps and adjuments unto him 
in his daylie affaires and bufineffe, might reft and refreth 
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them felves, the better to go thorow in their traveiles after- 
ward, For, as the hethen man knew very wel, ve alterna 
vequie non eft durabile quicquam : without fome reft or re- 
pofe there is not any thing durable, or able to continue long. 
Fourthly, to th’ end it might be a typical figure or fignitor 
to point (as it were) with the finger, and to cypher foorth 
and fhadowe unto us that bleffed reft and thryfe happie joye 
which the faithfull fhall poffeffe after the day of judgement 
in the kingdome of heaven. Wherfore, feeing the fabaoth 
was inftituted for thefe caufes, it is manifeft that it was not 
appointed for the maintenance of wicked and ungodly 
paftymes and vaine pleafures of the flefh; which God ab- 
horreth, and all good men from their hartes do loth and 
deteite: 

The man, of whome we read in the law, for gathering 
of a few fmall ftickes upon the fabaoth was ftoned to 
death by the conmmaundement of God from the theator of 
heaven. 

Than, if he were ftoned for gathering a few ftickes uppon 
the fabaoth day, which in fome cafes might be for neceffities 
fake, and did it but once, what fhall they be who all the 
fabaoth dayes of their lyfe give themfelves to nothing els 
but to wallow in all kind of wickedneffe and finne, to the 
great contempt both of the Lord and his fabaoth? And 
though they have played the lazie lurdens al the weke 
before, yet that day of fet purpofe they wil toile and 
labour, in contempt of the Lord and his fabaoth. But let 
them be fure, as he that gathered ftickes upon the fabaoth 
was {toned for his contempt of the fame, fo shall they be 
{toned, yea, grinded to peeces for their contempt of the 
Lord in his fabaoth. 
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The Jewes are verye ftrict in keeping their fabaoths ; in 
fo muche as they will not dreffe their meats and drinks 
uppon the fame day, but fet it on the tables the day befor. 
They go not above ij miles upon the fabaoth day; they 
fuffer not the body of any malefactor to hang uppon the 
gallowes uppon the fabaoth day, with legions of fuch 
fuperfticions. Wherin as I do acknowledge they are 
but too fcrupelous, and overfhoot the marke, fo we are 
therin plaine contemptuous and negligent, {hooting short 
of the marke altogether. Yet I am not fo ftrait laced, that 
I would have no kinde of worke done uppon that daye, if 
prefent neceffitie of the thing require it (for Chrifte hath 
taught us the fabaoth was made for man, and not man for 
the fabaoth,) but not for every light trifle, which may as 
well be done on other dayes as upon that day. And 
although the day it felf, in refpect of the very nature and 
originall therof, be no better than another day, for there is 
no difference of dayes, except we become temporizers, all 
being alike good; yet becaufe the Lord our God hath com- 
maunded it to be fanctified and kept holy to him felf, let us 
(like obedient and obfequious children) fubmit our felves to 
fo looving a father, for els we fpit againft heaven, we {trive 
again{ft the ftream, and we contemn him in his ordinances. 
But (perchance) you wil afke me, whither the true ufe of the 
fabaoth confift in outward abftaining from bodilye labour 
and travaile? I anfwere, no: the true ufe of the fabaoth 
(for Chriftians are not bound onely to the ceremonie of the 
day,) confifteth, as I have faid, in hearing the woord of God 
truely preached, therby to learn and to doo his wil, in re- 
ceiving the facraments (as feales of his grace towards us), 
rightly adminiftred, in ufing publique and private prayer, 
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in thankfgiving to God for all his benefits, in finging of 
godly Pfalmes and other fpirituall exercifes and meditations, 
in collecting for the poore, in dooing of good woorkes, and 


breefly in the true obedience of the inward man. And yet, — 


notwithftanding, wee muift abftain from the one to attend 
upon the other: that is, wee muft refrain all bodily labours, 
to the end wee may the better be refiant at thefe fpirituall 
exercifes uppon the fabaoth day. 

This is the true ufe and end of the Lord his faboth, who 
graunt that we may reft in him for ever! 

Spud. Having fhewed the true ufe of the faboth, let us 
go forward to fpeke of thofe abufes particularlye, wherby 
the faboth of the Lord is prophaned. And firft begin with 
ftage playes and enterluds: what is your opinion of them ? 
Are they not good examples to youth to fray them from 
finne ? 


Of Stage-playes, and Enterluds, with their 
wickednes. 


Philo. 

All ftage-playes, enterluds, and commedies are either of 
divyne or prophane matter: if they be of divine matter, 
than are they moft intollerable, or rather facrilegious ; for 
that the bleffed word of God is to be handled reverently, 
gravely, and fagely, with veneration to the glorious majeftie 
of God, which fhineth therin, and not fcoffingly, flowtingly, 
and jybingly, as it is upon {tages in playes and enterluds, 
without any reverence, worfhip, or veneration to the fame. 
The word of our falvation, the price of Chrift his bloud, and 
the merits of his paffion were not given to be derided and 
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jefted at, as they be in their filthie playes and enterluds on The deriding 

{tages and fcaffolds, or to be mixt and interlaced with Dea nieee 

bawdry, wanton fhewes, and uncomely geftures, as is ufed_playes. 

(every man knoweth) in thefe playes and enterludes. In | 
the firft of Jhon we are taught that the word is God, and | 
God is the word: wherfore who fo ever abufeth this word of 
our God on ftages in playes and enterluds abufeth the a 
majefty of God in the fame, maketh a mocking ftock of 

him, and purchafeth to himfelfe eternal damnation. And 

no marveil; for the facred word of God, and God himfelfe is 

never to be thought of, or once named but with great feare, Reverence to 
reverence, and obedience to the fame. All the holy com- ae os 
panie of heaven, angels, archangels, cherubins, feraphins, 

and all other powers whatfoever ; yea, the devills themfelves 

(as James faith) doo tremble and quake at the naming of 

God, and at the prefence of his wrath: and doo thefe 

mockers and flowters of his majefty, thefe diffembling hipo- 

crites, and flattering Gnatoes, think to efcape unpunifhed ? 

Beware, therfore, you mafking players, you painted fepul- A warning to 
chres, you doble dealing ambodexters, be warned betymes, Plyer- 

and, lik good computiftes, caft your accompts before, what 

wil be the reward therof in the end, leaft God deftroy you 

in his wrath: abufe God no more, corrupt his people no 

longer with your dregges, and intermingle not his bleffed 

word with fuch prophane vanities. For at no hand it is 

not lawfull to mixt fcurrilitie with divinitie, nor divinitie 

with fcurrilitie. 

Theopompus mingled Moyfes law with his writinges, and Not lawful to 
therfore the Lord ftroke him madd. Theodictes began ee 
the fame practife, but the Lord ftroke him blind for it; feurrilitie. 
with many others, who, attempting the like devyfes, were al 
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overthrowne and died miferably: befids, what is their judge- 
ment in the other world the Lord onely knoweth. Upon 
the other fide, if their playes be of prophane matters, than 
tend they to the difhonor of God, and norifhing of vice, both 
which are damnable. So that whither they be the one or 
the other, they are quite contrarie to the word of grace, and 
fucked out of the devills teates to nourifh us in ydolatrie, 
hethenrie, and finne. And therfore they, cariying the note, 
or brand, of God his curfe uppon their backs, which way 
foever they goe, are to be hiffed out of all Chriftian king- 
domes, if they wil have Chrift to dwell amoneft them. 

Spud. Are you able to fhewe, that ever any good men, 
from the beginning, have refifted playes and enterluds ? 

Philo. Not onely the word of God doth overthrow them, 
addjudging them and the maintainers of them to hell, but 
alfo all holie counfels, and finodes, both generall, nationall, 
and provinciall, together with all writers, both divyne and 
prophane, ever fince the beginning, have difallowed them, 
and writ (almoft) whole volumes againft them. 

The learned father Tertullian, in his booke de Speculo, 
faith that playes were confecrat to that falfe ydoll Bacchus, 
for that he is faid to have found out and invented ftrong 
drinke. 

Auguftinus, de civit. Det, faith that plaies were ordeined 
by the devill, and confecrat to heathen gods, to draw us 
from Chriftianitie to ydolatrie, and gentilifme. And in an- 
other place, Pecuntas hiftrionibus dare vitium eft innane, 
zon virtus: to give money to players is a greevous fin. 

Chrifoftome calleth thofe playes fe/ta Sathauz, feafts of 
the devill. Lactantius, an ancient learned father, faith, 
Fiftrionuim impudifimt geftus, nihil aliud nifi libtdinem 
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movent. the fhameleffe geftures of plaiers ferve to nothing 
fo much as to move the flefh to luft and unclenneffe. And 
therfore in the 30 Counfell of Carthage and Synode of 
Laodicea, it was decreed that no Chriften man or woman 
fhould refort to playes and enterludes, where is nothing but 
blafphemie, {currilitie, and whordome maintained. Scipio, 
feeing the Romaines bente to erect theaters and places for 
plaies, dehorted them from it with the moft prudent reafons 
and forcible arguments, Valerius Maximus faith, Playes 
were never brought up /ve regnd rubore, without fhame to 
the cuntrey. Arift. debarreth youth acceffe to playes and 
enterluds, leaft they feeking to quench the thirft of Venus, 
doo quench it with a potle of fire. Auguftus banifhed Ovid 
for making bookes of love, enterluds and fuch other amor- 
ous trumperie. 

Conftantius ordeined that no player fhold be admitted to 
the table of the Lord. Than, feeing that playes were firft 
invented by the devil, practifed by the heathen gentiles, and 
dedicat to their falfe ydols, goddes and goddeffes, as the 
howfe, ftage, and apparell to Venus, the muficke to Apollo, 
the penning to Minerva and the Mufes, the action and pro- 
nuntiation to Mercurie and the reft, it is more than manifeft 
that they are no fit exercyfes for a Chriften man to follow. 
But if there were no evill in them fave this, namely, that the 
arguments of tragedies is anger, wrath, immunitie, crueltie, 
injurie, inceft, murther, and fuch like, the perfons or actors 
are goddes, goddeffes, furies, fyends, hagges, kinges, queenes, 
or potentates. Of commedies the matter and ground is 
love, bawdrie, cofenage, flattery, whordome, adulterie; the 
perfons, or agents, whores, queanes, bawdes, {cullions, knaves, 
and curtefans, lecherous old men, amorous young men, with 
18 
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fuch like of infinit varietie. If, 1 fay, there were nothing 
els but this, it were fufficient to withdraw a good Chriftian 
from the ufing of them; for fo often as they goe to thofe 
howfes where players frequent, thei goe to Venus pallace, 
and Sathans fynagogue to worfhip devils, and betray Chrift 
Jefus. 

Spud. But, notwithf{tanding, I have hard fome hold opinion 
that they be as good as fermons, and that many a good 
example may be learned out of them. 

Philo. Oh blafphemie intollerable! Are filthie playes and 
bawdy interluds comparable to the word of God, the foode 
of life, and life it felfe? It is all one, as if they had faid, 
bawdrie, hethenrie, paganrie, fcurrilitie, and divelrie it felf 
is equall with the word of God; or that the devill is equi- 
polent with the Lord. 

The Lord our God hath ordeined his bleffed word, and 
made it the ordenarie mean of our falvation; the devill hath 
inferred the other, as the ordenarie meane of our deftruétion, 
and will they yet compare the one with the other? If he 
be accurfed that calleth light darknes, and darknes light, 
truth falfehood, and falshood truth, fweet fowre, and fowre 
fweete, than, a fortiori, is he accurfed that faith that playes 
and enterluds be equivalent with fermons. Befides this, 
there is no mifchief which thefe plaiers maintain not. For 
do they not norifh ydlenes ? and otza dant vitia, ydlenes is 
the mother of vice. Doo they not draw the people from 
hering the word of God, from godly lectures and fermons ? 
For you fhall have them flocke thither, thick and threefould, 
when the Church of God fhalbe bare and emptie ; and thofe 
that wil never come at fermons wil flow thither apace. The 
reafon is, for that the number of Chrift his elect is but few, 
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and the number of the reprobat is many; the way that 
leadeth to life is narow, and few tread that path; the way 
that leadeth to death is brod and many find it. This 
sheweth they are not of God, who refufe to here his word 
(for he that is of God hereth God his word, faith our Saviour 
Chrift) but of the devill, whofe exercyfes they go to vifite. 
Do they not maintaine bawdrie, infinuat folery, and renue 
the remembrance of hethen ydolatrie? Do they not induce 
whordom and unclennes? nay, are they not rather plaine 
devourers of maydenly virginitie and chaftitie ? For proofe 
wherof, but marke the flocking and running to theaters and 
curtens, daylie and hourely, night and daye, tyme and tyde, 
to fee playes and enterludes ; where fuch wanton geftures, 
fuch bawdie fpeaches, fuch laughing and fleering, fuch 
kiffing and buffing, fuch clipping and culling, fuche winck- 
inge and glancinge of wanton eyes, and the like is ufed as 
is wonderfull to behold. Than, thefe goodly pageants being 
done, every mate forts to his mate, every one bringes another 
homeward of their way verye freendly, and in their fecret 
conclaves (covertly) they play the Sodomits, or worfe. And 
thefe be the fruits of playes and enterluds for the moft part. 
“nd wheras you fay there are good examples to be learned 
in them, trulie fo there are: if you will learne falfhood ; if 
you will learn cofenage ; if you will learn to deceive; if you 
will learn to play the hipocrit, cogge, lye, and falfifie; if 
you will learn to jeft, laugh, and fleer, to grin, to nodd, and 
mow ; if you will learn to playe the Vice, to fwear, teare, 
and blafpheme both heaven and earth: if you will learn to 
become a bawde, uncleane, and to deverginat mayds, to 
deflour honeft wyves: if you will learne to murther, flaie, 
kill, picke, fteai, robbe, and rove: if you will learn to rebel 
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againft princes, to commit treafons, to confume treafurs, to 
practife ydlenes, to fing and talke of bawdie love and venery: 
if you will lerne to deride, {coffe, mock, and flowt, to flatter 
and fmooth: if you will learn to play the whore-maitfter, 
the glutton, drunkard, or inceftuous perfon: if you will 
learn to become proude, hawtie, and arrogant ; and, finally, 
if you will learne to contemne God and al his lawes, to 
care neither for heaven nor hel, and to commit al kinde of 
finne and mifcheef, you need go to no other fchoole, for all 
thefe good examples may you fee painted before your eyes 
in enterludes and playes: wherfore that man who giveth 
money to the maintenance of them muft needs incurre the 
damage of premunzre, that is, eternall damnation, except they 
repent. For the apoftle biddeth us beware, leaft wee com- 
municat with other mens finnes; and this their dooing is 
not only to communicat with other mens finnes, and main- 
tain evil to the deftruction of them felves and many others, 
but alfo a maintaining of a great forte of idle lubbers, and 
buzzing dronets, to fuck up and devoure the good honie, 
wherupon the poor bees fhould live. 

Therfore I befeech all players and founders of plaies and 
enterludes, in the bowels of Jefus Chrift, as they tender the 
faivation of their foules, and others, to leave of that curfed 
kind of life, and give them felves to fuch honeft exercifes 
and godly mifteries as God hath commaunded them in his 
woord to get their livings withall: for who wil call hima 
wife man that plaieth the part of a foole and a vice? Who 
can call him a Chriftian who playeth the part of a devil, 
the fworne enemie of Chrifte ? Who can call him a juft man 
that playeth the part of a diffembling hipocrite? And, to 
be breef, who can call him a f{traight deling man, who playeth 
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a cofoners trick? And fo of all the reft. Away therfore 
with this fo infamous an art! for goe they never fo brave, 
yet are they counted and taken but for beggers. And is it 
not true? Live they not uppon begging of every one that 
comes? Are they not taken by the lawes of the realm for 
roagues and vacabounds? I fpeak of fuch as travaile the 
cuntries with playes and enterludes, making an occupation 
of it, and ought to be punithed, if they had their deferts. 
But hoping that they will be warned now at the laft, I will 
fay no more of them, befeeching them to confider what a 
fearful thing it is to fall into the hands of God, and to pro- 
voke his wrath and heavie difpleafure againft them felves 
and others; which the Lord of his mercie turn from us! 

Spud. Of what forte be the other kinde of playes, which 
you call Lords of Mis-rule? for mee thinke the very name 
it felf caryeth a tafte of fome notorious evil. 


Lords of Mis-rule in Ailgna. 


Philo. 

The name, indeed, is odious both to God and good men, 
and fuch as the very heathen people would have bluthed at 
once to have named amongft them. And if the name im- 
porteth fome evil, then, what may the thing it felfe be, 
judge you? But becaufe you defire to know the manner 
of them, I wil fhowe you as I have feen them practifed my 
felf. Firft, all the wilde-heds of the parifh, conventing to- 
gither, chufe them a graund-captain (of all mifcheefe) whome 
they innoble with the title of my Lord of Mis-rule, and him 
they crowne with great folemnitie and adopt for their king. 
This king anointed chufeth forth twentie, fortie, three- 
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fcore or a hundred iuftie guttes, like to him felf, to waight 
uppon his lordly Majeftie, and to guarde his noble perfon. 
Then, everie one of thefe his men he invefteth with his 
liveries of green, yellow, or fome other light wanton colour; 
and as though they were not (baudie) gaudie enough, I fhould 
fay, they bedecke them felves with fcarfs, ribons and laces 
hanged all over with golde rings, precious ftones, and other 
jewels: this doon, they tye about either leg xx or xl bels, 
with rich handkerchiefs in their hands, and fometimes laid 
a croffe over their fhoulders and necks, borrowed for the 
moft parte of their pretie Mopfies and looving Beffes, for 
buffing them in the dark. Thus al things fet in order, then 
have they their hobby-horfes, dragons and other antiques, 
togither with their baudie pipers and thundering drummers 
to {trike up the devils daunce withall. Then, marche thefe 
heathen company towards the church and church-yard, 
their pipers pipeing, their drummers thundring, their ftumps 
dauncing, their bels jyngling, their handkerchefs fwinging 
about their heds like madmen, their hobbie horfes and 
other monfters {kirmifhing amongft the route: and in this 
forte they go to the church (I fay) and into the church, 
(though the minifter be at praier or preaching), dancing 
and {winging their handkercheifs over their heds in the 
church, like devils incarnate, with fuch a confufe noife, that 
no man can hear his own voice. Then, the foolifh people 
they looke, they ftare, they laugh, they fleer, and mount 
upon fourmes and pewes to fee thefe goodly pageants 
folemnized in this fort. Then, after this, about the church 
they goe againe and again, and fo foorth into the church- 
yard, where they have commonly their fommer haules, 
their bowers, arbors, and banqueting houfes fet up, wherin 
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they feaft, banquet and daunce al that day and (peradven- 
ture) all the night too. And thus thefe terreftriall furies 
{pend the Sabaoth day. 

They have alfo certain papers, wherin is painted fome 
babblerie or other of imagery woork, and thefe they call 
my Lord of Mifrules badges: thefe they give to every one 
that wil give money for them to maintaine them in their 
hethenrie, divelrie, whordome, drunkennes, pride, and what 
not. And who will not be buxom to them, and give them 
money for thefe their devilifh cognizances, they are mocked 
and flouted at not a little. And fo affoted are fome, that 
they not only give them monie to maintain their abhomi- 
nation withall, but alfo weare their badges and cognizances 
in their hats or caps openly. But let them take heede; for 
thefe are badges, feales, brands, and cognizances of the 
devil, whereby he knoweth his fervants and clyents from 
the children of God; and fo long as they weare them, Sw 
vexillo diaboli militant contra Dominum et legem fuam : 
they fight under the banner and ftanderd of the devil 
again{ft Chrift Jefus, and all his lawes. Another forte of 
fantafticall fooles bring to thefe hel-hounds {the Lord of 
Mif-rule and his complices) fome bread, fome good ale, fome 
new-cheefe, fome olde, fome cuftards, and fine cakes; fome 
one thing, fome another; but if they knew that as often as 
they bring any thing to the maintenance of thefe execrable 
paftimes, they offer facrifice to the devil and Sathanas, they 
would repent and withdraw their hands ; which God graunt 
they may! 

Spud. This is a horrible prophanation of the fabaoth (the 
Lord knoweth), and more peftilent then peftilence it felf. 
But what? be there any abufes in their May-games like 
unto thefe ? 
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Philo, As many as in the other. The order of them is 
thus: Againft May, Whitfonday, or other time, all the 
young men and maides, olde men and wives, run gadding 
over night to the woods, groves, hils, and mountains, where 
they fpend all the night in plefant paftimes; and in the 
morning they return, bringing with them birch and branches 
of trees, to deck their affemblies withall. And no mervaile, 
for there is a great Lord prefent amongit them, as fuperin- 
tendent and Lord over their paftimes and fportes, namely, 
Sathan, prince of hel. But the chiefelt jewelstheysprms 
from thence is their May-pole, which they bring home with 
great veneration, as thus. They have twentie or fortie 
yoke of oxen, every oxe having a {weet nofe-gay of flowers 
placed on the tip of his hornes ; and thefe oxen drawe home 
this May-pole (this ftinking ydol, rather) which is covered 
all over with floures and hearbs, bound round about with 
{trings from the top to the bottome, and fometime painted 
with variable colours, with two or three hundred men, 
women and children following it with great devotion. And 
thus being reared up with handkercheefs and flags hovering 
on the top, they ftraw the ground rounde about, binde 
green boughes about it, fet up fommer haules, bowers, and 
arbors hard by it; and then fall they to daunce about it, 
like as the heathen people did at the dedication of the idols, 
wherof this is a perfect pattern, or rather the thing it felf. 
I have heard it credibly reported (and that wzva voce) by 
men of great gravitie and reputation, that of fortie, three- 
fcore, or a hundred maides going to the wood over night, 
there have fcarfely the third part of them returned home 
againe undefiled. Thefe be the frutes which thefe curfed 
paftimes bring foorth. Neither the Jewes, the Turcks, 
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Sarafins, nor Pagans, nor any other nation, how wicked or 
barberous fo ever, have ever ufed fuch devilith exercifes as 
thefe ; nay, they would have been afhamed once to have 
named them, much leffe have ufed them. Yet wee, that 
would be Chriftians, think them not amffe. The Lord for- 
give us, and remoove them from us! 

Spud. What is the manner of their Church ales, which 


you fay they ufe; for they feem uncouth and ftraunge to 
mine eares? 


The Manner of Church-ales in Ailgna. 


Philoponus. 

The manner of them is thus: In certaine townes where 
drunken Bachus beares all the fway, againft a Chriftmas, 
an Eafter, Whitfonday, or fome other time, the church- 
wardens (for fo they call them) of every parifh, with the 
confent of the whole parifh, provide half a {core or twenty 
quarters of mault, wherof fome they buy of the church-ftock, 
and fome is given them of the parifhioners them felves, 
every one conferring fomewhat, according to his abilitie; 
which mault being made into very {trong ale or beere, it is 
fet to fale, either in the church, or fome other place affigned 
for that purpofe. 

Then, when the Wzppctatum, this huf-cap (as they call it) 
and this nectar of lyfe, is fet abroche, wel is he that can get 
the fooneft to it, and fpend the mofte at it ; for he that fitteth 
the clofeft to it, and fpends the mofte at it, he is counted 
the godlieft man of all the reft; but who either cannot, for 
pinching povertie, or otherwife, wil not {tick to it, he is 
counted one deftitute both of vertue and godlynes. In fo 
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much as you fhall have many poor men make hard fhift for 
money to fpend therat, for it beeing put into this Corban, 
they are perfwaded it is meritorious and a good fervice to 
God. In this kinde of practtife they continue fix weeks, a 
quarter of a yeer, yea, half a yeer togither, fwilling and 
culling, night and day, till they be as drunke as apes, and 
as blockifh as beafts. 

Spud. Seeing they have fo good utterance, it fhould 
feeme they have good gaines. But, I pray you, how doe 
they beftowe that money which is got therby ? 

Philo, Oh! well, I warrant you, if all be true which they 
fay: for they repaire their churches and chappels with it ; 
they buy bookes for the fervice, cuppes for the celebration 
of the facrament, fupleffes for Sir Jhon, and fuch other ne- 
ceffaries; and they maintaine other extraordinarie charges 
in the parifhes befydes. Thefe be their exceptions, thefe 
be their excufes, and thefe be their pretended allegations, 
wherby they blind the world, and conveigh themfelves away 
invifibly in a clowd. But if they daunce thus in a net, no 
doubt they will be efpied. 

For if it were fo that they beftowed it as they fay, do they 
think that the Lord will have howfe build with drunken- 
neffe, gluttony, and fuch like abhomination ? Muft we do 
evill that good may come of it ? muft we build this houfe of 
lyme and ftone with the defolation and utter overthrow of 
his fpirituall howfe, clenfed and wafhed in the precioufe 
blood of our Saviour Jefus Chrift ? But who feeth not that 
they beftow this money upon nothing leffe than in building 
and repayring of churches and oratories ? For in moft places 
lye they not like fwyn coates? their windowes rent, their 
dores broken, their walles fall downe, the roofe all bare, and 


what not out of order? Who feeth not the booke of God, 
rent, ragged, and all betorn, covered in duft, fo as this epi- 
taphe may be writ with ones finger upon it, Hcce nunc in 
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pulvere dormio? Alas! behold I fleep in duft and oblyvion, 
not once fcarfe looked uppon, much leffe red uppon, and 


the leaft of all preached uppon. 


themfelves. 


Sp. Were it not better, and more confonant to the truth, 
that every one contributed fomewhat, according to his 
abilitie, to the maintenance of templaries and oratories, than 
thus to maintaine them by drunken churchales, as you fay 


thei do? 


Philo, It weare much better. And fo we read, the fathers 
of the Old Teftament, every one after his abilitie, did im- 
part fomewhat to the building and reftauration of the taber- 
nacle which Moyfes ereéted to the Lord ; fo as in the end 


And, onathe-other fide, 
who feeth not (for this I fpeak but in way of parenthefis) in 
the mean tyme, their owne howfes and manfion places are 
curioufly build, and fumptuoufly adorned: which plainly 
argueth that they rather beftow this drunken got-money 
uppon prophane ufes and their own privat affaires, than 
upon the howfe of prayer, or the temple of God. 
this their doing is wel liked of, and no man may fay black 
is their eye: for why? thei do all things well, and according 
to good order, as they fay; and when time commeth, like 
good accoumptantes, they make their accoumptes as pleafe 


And yet 


there was fuch aboundance of all things, as the artificers, 


confulting with Moyfes, were glad to requeft the people to 
{tay their liberalitie, for they had more than they knew 
what to do withall. Thefe people made no drunken church- 
ales to build their edefice withal, notwithftanding their im- 
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portable charges and intollerable coftes. But as their zeal 

was fervent, and very commendable in bringing to the 

church, fo our zeal is more than frofen and blame worthie 

in detracting from the church, and beftowing it upon whor- ’ 
dom, drunkenneffe, gluttony, pride, and fuch like abhomi- 

nations: God amend it! 
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Our zeal Spud. How do they folemnife their feaftes and wakeffes 
eS) Sapa ee there; and what order do they obferve in them ? 
Qa eae 
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4 the zeal of the 
former world. ‘The maner of keeping of Wakeffes, and Featfts 


in Ailgna. 


Philoponus. 

This is their order therein: every towne, parifhe, and 
village, fome at one tyme of the yeere, fome at another (but 
fo that every towne, parifh, and village keep his proper day 
affigned and appropriat to it felf, which they call their week 
day) ufe to make great preparation and ordenaunce for 
good cheer. To the which all their freends and kynsfolks, 
farre and neer, are invited, wher is fuch gluttony, fuch 
drunkenneffe, fuch faturitie and impletion ufed as the like 
was never feen: in fo muche as the poore men, that beare 


Saturitie in the charges of thefe feafts and wakeffes are the poorer, and 


feafts and 


wakeffes. keep the worfer howfes a long tyme after. And no marveil, 
The great for manie fpend more at one of thefe wakeffes than in all 
charges of : F 

ee the whole yeer befides. This makes many a one to thripple 


and pinch, to runne into debte and daunger, and finallie 
brings many a one to utter ruine and decay. 

Spud. Wold you not have one freend to vifite another at 
certen tymes of the yeer? 

Philo. | difalowe it not, but much commend it. But 


Aad 
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why at one determinat day more than at another (except 
bufines urged it); why fhould one and the fame day continue 
for ever, or be diftinct from other dayes by the name of a 
wake day ? why fhould there be more excefse of meats and 
drinks at that day than at another? why fhould they ab- 
{taine from bodely labor ij or three dayes after, peradventure 
the whole week, fpending it in drunkenneffe, whordome, 
gluttony, and other filthie fodomiticall exercyfes. 

Spud. Seeing you allowe of one freend to vifite another, 
would you not have them to congratulat their comming 
with fome good cheer ? 

Philo. Yes, truely ; but I allowe not of fuch exceffe of 
ryot and fuperfluitie as is there ufed. I thinke it convenient 
for one freend to vifite another (at fometimes) as oportunitie 
and occafion fhall offer it felfe; but wherfore fhould the 
whole towne, parifh, village, and cuntrey keepe one and the 
fame day, and make fuch gluttonous feafts as they doo? 
And therfore, to conclude, they are to no end, except it be 
to draw a great frequencie of whores, drabbes, theives, and 
verlets together, to maintaine whordome, bawdrie, gluttony, 
drunkenneffe, thiefte, murther, fwearing, and all kind of 
mifchief and abhomination; for thefe be the ends wherto 
thefe feaftes and wakeffes doo tende. 

Spud. From whence fprang thefe feafts and wakeffes firft 
of all; can you tell ? 

Philo. I cannot tell, except from the Paganes and heathen 
people, who, whan they were affembled together, and had 
offred facrifices to ther wodden goddes, and blockifh ydols, 
made feafts and banquets together before them, in honour 
and reverence of them, fo appointed the fame yeerly to be 
obferved in memoriall of the fame for ever. But whence 
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foever they had their exordium, certen it is the devill was 
the father of them, to drown us in perdition, and deftruction 
of body and foule: which God forefend ! 

Sp. As I remember, you fpoke of dauncing before, in- 
ferring that the fabaoth is greatly prophaned therby: wherof, 
I pray you, fhew mee your judgement. 


The horrible Vice of peftiferous dauncing, ufed 
in Ailgna. 


Philoponus. 

Dauncing, as it is ufed (or rather abufed) in thefe daies, 
is an introduction to whordom, a preparative to wantonnes, 
a provocative to uncleanes, and an introite to al kind of 
lewdenes, rather than a pleafant exercyfe to the mind, or a 
holfome practife for the body: yet, notwithftanding, in Ailg. 
both men, women, and children, are fo fkilfull in this 
laudable fcience, as they may be thought nothing inferiour 
to Cyncedus, the proftitut ribauld, nor yet to Sardanapalus, 
that effeminat varlet. Yea, they are not afhamed to erect 
{choles of dauncing, thinking it an ornament to their children 
to be expert in this noble fcience of heathen divelrie: and 
yet this people glory of their Chriftianitie and integritie of 
life. Indeed, verbo tenus Chriftiant boni vocitentur, but vita 
et moribus Ethnicis et Pagants pejores reperientur: from the 
mouth outward they may be faid to be good Chriftians, 
but in life and maners farre worfer than the heathen or 
Paganes. Wherof if they repent not and amend, it thalbe 
eafier for that land of Sodoma and Gomorra, at the day of 
judgement, then for them. 


Spud. I have heard it faid, that dauncing is both a recrea- 
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tion for the minde, and alfo an exercyfe for the body, very 
holfome; and not only that, but alfo a meane wherby love 
is acquired. 

Ph. I will not much denie but being ufed in a meane, in 
tyme and place conveniente, it is a certen folace to the 
minds of fuch as take pleafure in fuch vanities ; but it is no 
good reafon to fay, fome men take pleafur in a thing, ergo, 
it is good, but the contrarie is true rather: for this is (daszs 
veritatis) a ground of truth, that whatfeever a carnall man, 
with uncircumcifed heart, either defireth or taketh pleafure 
in, is moft abhominable and wicked before God. As, on the 
other fide, what the fpirituall man regenerat, and borne anew 
in Chrift, by the direction of God his fpirit, defireth or taketh 
delight in, is good, and according to the will of God: and 
feeing mans nature is too proclive of it felfe to finne, it hath 
no need of allurements and allections to fin (as dauncing is) 
but rather of reftraints and inhibitions from the fame, which 
are not there to be found. For what clipping, what culling, 
what kiffing and buffing, what fmouching and flabbering 
one of another, what filthie groping and uncleane handling 
is not practifed in thofe dauncings? yea, the very deed and 
action it felfe, which I will not name for offending chaft 
eares, {hall be purtrayed and fhewed foorth in their bawdye 
geftures of one to another. All which, whither they blow 
up Venus cole or not, who is fo blind that feeth not ? wher- 
fore, let them not think that it is any recreation (which 
word is abufively ufed to expreffe the joyes or delightes of 
the mind, which fignifieth a making againe of that which 
before was made,) to the mind of a good Chriftian, but 
but rather a corrofive moft fharp and nipping. For feing 
that it is evill in it felf, it is not a thing wherin a Chriftian 
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mans heart may take any comfort. The onely /wmmum 
bonum, wherin a true Chriftians heart is recreated and com- 
forted, is the meditation of the paffion of Jefus Chrift, the 
effufion of his blood, the remiffion of fins, and the contem- 
plation of the ineffable joyes and beatituds after this life, 
prepared for the faithfull in the blood of Jefus Chrift. This 
is the only thing wherin a Chriftian man ought to rejoyfe 
and take delight in, all other pleafures and delights of this 
lyfe fet a parte as amarulent and bitter, bringing foorth 
fruit to eternall deftruction, but the other to eternall lyfe. 
And wheras they conclude it is a holfom exercife for the 
bodie, the contrary is moft true; for I have knowen divers 
by the immoderate ufe therof have in fhort time become 
decrepit and lame, fo remaining to their dying day. Some 
have broke their legs with {kipping, leaping, turning, and 
vawting, and fome have come by one hurt, fome by another, 
but never any came from thence without fome parte of his 
minde broken and lame, fuch a wholfome exercife it is. 
But, fay they, it induceth love: fo fay I alfo; but what love? 
Truely, a luftful love, a venereous love, a concupifcencious, 
baudie, and beftiall loove, fuch as proceedeth from the 
ftinking pump and lothfome fink of carnall affection and 
flefhly appetite, and not fuch as diftilleth from the bowels 
of the hart ingenerat by the fpirit of God. 

Wherfore I exhort them, in the bowels of Jefus Chrift, to 
efchue not only from evil, but alfo from all apperance of 
evil, as the Apoftle willeth them, proceeding from one 
vertue to another; until they growe to perfect men in Chrifte 
Jefus, knowing that we muft give accounts at the day of 
judgment of every minut and jote of time, from the day of 
our birth to the time of our death: for there is nothing 
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more precious then time, which is given us to glorifie God 
in good-woorks, and not to fpend in luxurious exercifes 
after our owne fantafies and delights. 

Spud. But I have heard them affirme that dauncing is 
provable by the woord of God; for (fay they) did not the 
women come foorth of all the cities of Ifrael to meet king 
Saule? and David, returning from the flaughter of Goliath, 
with pfalteries, flutes, tabrets, cymbals, and other muficall 
inftruments, dauncing and leaping before them? Did not 
the MIfraelites, having paffed over the Red Sea, bring 
foorth their inftruments, and danced for joy of their de- 
liverance? 

Againe, did they not daunce before the golden calf, which 
they had made in Horeb or Sinai? Did not king David 
daunce before the Ark of the Lord? Did not the daughter 
of Jephtah daunce with tabret and harp at the return of 
her father from the feeld? Did not the women of the 
Ifraelits dance comming to vifit the good Judith? Did not 
the damfel dance before king Herod? Did not Chrift 
blame the people for their not dancing when he faid, Wee 
have pyped unto you, but you have not daunced ? 

Saith not Salomon, there is a time to weep, and a time 
to laugh, a time to mourne, and a time to daunce? 

And dooth not the Prophet David, in many places of his 
Pfalmes, commend and commaund dauncing, and playing 
upon inftruments of mufick ? 

Wherfore (for thus they conclude) feeing thefe holy 
Fathers (wherof fome were guided by the inftinction of 
God his fpirit) have not only taught it in do€trine, but alfo 
expreffed it by their examples of life, who may open his 
mouth once to fpeake againtft it ? 
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Philo. The Fathers, as they were men, had their errors, 
and erred as men, for Homznts eft errare, decipt et labt: it 
is naturall for man to erre, to be deceived and to flide from 
the trueth. Therfore the Apoftle faith, Follow mee in all 
things as I follow Chrift; but to the intent that they, who 
perpend the examples of the Fathers and Scripture falfly 
wref{ted to maintaine their devilifh dauncings withall, may 
fee their owne impietie and groffe ignorance difcovered, I 
wil compendioufly fet down the true fence and meaning of 
every place, as they have cyted them perticulerly. For the 
firft, wheras they fay that the women came foorth in 
daunces with timbrels and inftruments of joy to meet Da- 
vid and Saule, I afke them for what caufe they did fo? Was 
it for wantonnes, or for very joye of hart for their victorie 
gotten over the Philiftines, their fworne enemies? Was it 
in prayfe of God, or to ftirre up filthie luft in them felves, 
or for nicenes onely, as our daunces bee? Did men and 
women daunce togither, as is now ufed to be doon? or 
rather was it not doon amongft women only? for fo faith 
the text, The women came foorth, &c. But admit it were 
neither fo, nor fo, will they conclude a generall rule of a 
particuler example? It is no good reafon to fay, fuch and 
fuch did fo, therfore it is good, or we may doo fo; but all 
things are to be poyfed in the balance of holy Scripture, 
and therby to be allowed or difalowed, according to the 
meaning of the Holy Ghoft, who is only to be heard and 
obeyed in his woord. 

The Ifraelitifh women, hearing the fame of David, and 
how he had killed their deadly enemie Goliath, came 
foorth to meet him playing upon inftraments, dancing and 
finging fongs of joye and thanks-giving’ to the Lord, who 
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had given them the victorie, and delivered them from the 
deadly hoftilitie of him who fought their deftruction every 
way. Now, what maketh this for our leud, wanton, vice 
and ubiquitarie dauncings, for fo I may call them becaufe 
they may be ufed every where, let the godly judge. Who 
feeth not rather that this example (let Gerberus the dog of 
hel alatrate what he lift to the contrary) clean overthroweth 
them, Theirs was a goodly kind of dancing in praife of 
God, ours a luftful, baudie kinde of demenour in praife of 
our felves: theirs to fhew their inward joy of minde for the 
bleffings of God beftowed upon them; ours to fhow our 
activitie, agilitie and curious nicitie, and to procure iuftful 
loove and fuch like wickednes infinit. But to their fecond 
allegation: the children (fay they) of [{frael danced being 
delivered out of the fervitude of Pharo, and having paffed 
over the Red Sea. I graunt they did fo, and good caufe 
they had fo to doo; for were they not emancipate and fet 
free from three great calamities and extreame miferies ? 
Firft, from the fervile bondage of Egipt; from the fwoord 
of Pharo, who purfued the rereward of their hofte; and 
fromerieacanecreole the. Wed! i5€a,s their enemies beeing 
over whelmed in the fame. 

For thefe great and ineftimable benefits and bleffings, re- 
ceived at the hands of God, they played upon inftruments 
of mufick, leaped, daunced and fung godly fongs unto the 
Lord, thewing by thefe outward geftures the inward joy of 
their harts and mindes. Now, what conduceth this for the 
allowance of our luxurious dauncings? Is it not directly 
againft them? They danced for joy in thanks to God, wee 
for vaineglorie: they for loove to God, wee for loove of our 
felves: they to fhew the interior Joy of the minde for God 
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his bleffing heaped upon them; we to fhow our concinitie, 
dexteritie and vaine curiofitie in the fame; they to ftir up 
and to make them felves the apter to praife God ; we to ftir 
up carnall appetites and flefhlie motions: they to fhew 
their humilitie before God; and we to fhew our pride both 
before God and the world. But how fo ever it be, fure I 
am, their dauncing was not like oures, confifting in mea- 
fures, capers, quavers, and I cannot tel what, for thei had 
no fuch leafure in Egipt to learne fuch vaine curiofity 
in that luftfull bawdie fchoole, for making of brick and 
tyles. And notwithftanding it is ambiguous whether this 
may be called a dauncing or not, at left not like oures, but 
rather a certen kind of modeft leaping, fkipping or mooving 
of the body to expreffe the joye of the mind in prayfe of 
God; as the man did, who, being healed by the power of 
our Saviour Chrifte, walked in the Temple, leapping, fkip- 
ping and praifing God. 

We never read that they ever daunced but at fome won- 
derfull portent or ftraunge judgment of God; and therfore 
made not a common practife of it, or a daylie occupation, 
as it were, much leffe fet up f{chools of it, and frequenting 
nothing els night and day, Sabaoth day and other, as we 
do. But to their third reafon: The Ifraelits daunced before 
the calf in Horeb. And what than? They made a golden 
calf and adored it: may we therfore do the like? They 
committed ydolatrie there; therfore is ydolatrie good be- 
caufe they committed it? 

Adam difobeyed God, and obeyed the devil: is obedience 
therfore to the devil good, becaufe hee did fo ? 

Therfore wee muft not take heede what man hath doon 
heertofore, but what God hath commaunded in his woord to 
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be doon, and that followe even to the death. But, to be 
fhort, as itis a frivolous thing to fay, becaufe they committed 
idolatrie therfore may wee doo the like, fo it is no lefse 
ridiculous to fay, becaufe they daunced, therfore wee may 
doo the fame; for as it was not lawful to commit idolatrie 
becaufe they did fo, fo it is not lawfull to daunce becaufe 
they daunced. 

So that if this place inferre any thing for dauncing, it 
inferreth that wee muft never daunce but before a golden 
calf, as they did: but, I think, by this time’ they are 
afhamed of their dances. Therfore of this place I need to 
fay no more, giving them to note that this their dauncing, 
in refpect to the end therof, was farre diffonant from ours ; 
for they daunced in honour of their idol, wee clean contrary, 
though neither the one nor the other be at any hand toller- 
able. 

Their fourth reafon: Did not David daunce before the 
Ark? fay they. Very true; and this place (as the reft be- 
fore) refelleth their cuftomarie dauncings of men and women 
togither mofte excellentlie ; for David danced him felfe 
alone, without either woman or muficall inftrument to 
effeminate the minde. And this dauncing of David was no 
ufuall thing, nor frequented every day, but that one time, 
and that in prayfe of God for the deliverie of the Ark of 
God his teftament out of the hands of the infidels and 
hethen people: the joy of this holy prophet was fo vehe- 
ment for this great bleffing of God (fuch a fervent zeale he 
bore to the trueth), that it burft foorth into exterior action, 
the more to induce others to prayfe God alfo. Would God 
we would dance, as David daunced, heer for the deliverie of 
his alfaving word out of the hands of the Italian Philiftin 
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and archenemy of all trueth, the Pope of Roome! for in 
this refpect I would make one to daunce, to leap, to {kip, 
to triumph, and rejoyce as David did before the Ark. By 
this, I truft, any indifferent man feeth, that by this place 
they gain as much for the maintenance of their leude 
dancing, and baudie chorufses, as they did by citing the 
former places; that is, juft nothing at all, which they may 
put in their eies and fee never the wurffe. 

Their fift reafon: Did not Jeptath his daughter meet her 
father, when he came from war, dancing before him, and 
playing uppon inftruments of joy? Jeptath, going foorth 
to warre againft the Amonites, promifed the Lord (making 
a rafhe vowe) that if it would pleafe his majeftie to give him 
victorie over his enemies, he wold facrifice the firft lyving 
thing that fhuld meet him from his houfe. It pleafed God 
that his fole daughter and heire, hearinesorsnerearmers 
profperous return (as the maner of the cuntrey was), ran 
foorth to meete her father, playing uppon inftruments in 
prayfe of God, and dauncing before him for joye. Now, 
what prooveth this for their daunces? ‘Truely, it over- 
throweth them, if it be well confidered: firft we read that 
fhe did this but once, we daylie: fhe in prayfe of God, 
we in prayfes of our felves: fhe for joy of her fathers 
cood fucceffe, we to ftir up filthie and uncleane motions: 
(he with a virginall gravitie, we with a babifh levitie: 
fhe in comly maner, we in bawdie gefture. And, moreover, 
this fheweth that women are to daunce by themfelves (if 
they wil needs daunce), and men by themfelves ; for fo im- 
porteth the text, making no mention of any other of her 
collegues or companions dancing with her. 

Their vi reafon: Did not the Ifraelitifh women daunce 
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before Judith, comming to vifit her? I graunt they did fo: 
the ftorie is thus: 

Holofernes, oppofing himfelfe againft the Ifraelits, the 
the chofen people of God, and intending to overthrowe them 
and to blot out their remembrance for ever from under 
heaven, affembled a huge power, and befieged them on 
every fide. 

The Ifraelits, feeing themfelves circumvalled, and in great 
launger on each fide, fuborned good Judith, a vertuous, 
godlye woman (for without fome ftratagem or pollicie 
wrought, it was unpoffible for them in the eyes of the world 
to have efcaped) to repaire to Holofernes, and, by fome 
meanes or other, to work his deftruction: who, cuided by 
the hand of God, attempted the thing and brought it 
happely to paffe. For the cut of his head with his owne 
fauchine, wrapping his bodie in the canopie wherin he lay, 
fleepingly poffeft as he was with the fpirit of drunkenneffe : 
this done, the women of Ifraell came together, and went to 
vifit this worthie woman, and to congratulat her profperous 
fucceffe with inftruments of mufick, finging of godly fongs, 
and dauncing for joye in honour and prayfe to God for this 
great victorie obtained. Now, who feeth not that thefe 
women fang, daunced, and played uppon inftrumentes in 
prayfe of God, and not for any other lewdnes or wantonnes, 
as commonly the world doth now adaies? This alfo over- 
throweth the dauncinges of men and women together in one 
companie; for though there was an infinite number of people 
by, yet the text faith, there daunced none but onely women, 
which plainly argueth the unlawfulneffe of it in refpecte of 
man. And this being but a particular fact, of a fort of im- 
prudent women, fhall we draw it into an example of lyfe, 
and thinke it lawfull or good becaufe they did praétife it ? 
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It was a cuftome in thofe dayes, when God had powred 
foorth any notable bleffing upon his people, from his hea- 
venly pallace, the people, in honour, praife, and thankef- 
giving to God for them, would play upon their inftruments, » 
fing godly fongs, daunce, leape, {kip, and triumphe, fhewing 
foorth the joye of their mindes, with their thankefulneffe to 
God by all exteriour geftures that they could devyfe: which 
kinde of thankefull dauncing, or fpirituall rejoycing, wold 
God we did follow, leaving all other wanton dancing to 
their father the devill ! 

Their vij reafon: Did not (quothe they) the damofell 
daunce before kinge Herode, when the head of John Baptift 
was cut of 2? She daunced, in deed; and herein they maye 
fee the fruite of dauncing, what goodnefse it bringeth: for 
was not this the caufe of the beheading of John the Bap- 
tift? See whether dauncing f{tyreth not up luft, and inflameth 
the mind; for if Herode with feeing her daunce was fo 
inflamed in her love, and ravifhed in her behaviour, that he 
promifed her to give her whatfoever fhe wold defire, though 
it were half of his emperie or kingdome, what wold he have 
beene if he had daunced with her? And what are they 
that daunce with them hand in hand, cheek by cheek, with 
buffing and kiffing, flabbering and {mearing, moft beaftly to 
behold ? in fo much as I have heard many impudently fay 
that they have chofen their wyves, and wyves their huf- 
bands, by dauncing ; which plainely proveth the wicked- 
nefse of it. 

Their viij reafon: Did not Chrift rebuke the people for 
not dauncing, faying, We have pyped unto you, but you 
have not daunced? They may as well conclude that Chrift 
in this place was a pyper, or a minftrell, as that he alowed 


the abuses in Atlgna., 


of dauncing, or reproved them for not exercyfing the fame. 
This is a metaphoricall or allegoricall kinde of fpeach, 
wherin our Saviour Chrift goeth about to reproove and 
checke the ftyfneckednes, the rebellion and pertinacious 
contumacy of the Scribes and Pharifees, who were neither 
mooved to receive the glad tydings of the gofpell by the 
aufteritie of John the Baptifte, who came preaching unto 
them the doctrine of repentaunce in mourning fort ; neither 
yet at the preaching of our Saviour him felfe, breaking into 
them the pure ambrofia, the czleftial manna, the word of 
life, in joyfull and gladfome maner. 

Jhon the Baptift he piped unto them, that is, he preached 
unto them aufteritie of life, to mourn for their finnes, to re- 
pent, to faft, pray, and fuch like. Our Saviour Chrift he 
pyped (that is) preached unto them the glad and comfort- 
able tidyngs of the gofpell, yet at neither of thefe kinde of 
concions they were any whit moved, either to imbrace 
Chrift or his gofpell: wherfore he fharply rebuketh them 
by a fimilitude of foolifhe children, fitting in the market 
place and piping unto them that wold not daunce. This 
is the true undoubted fence of this place, which whether it 
overthrow not all kinde of lewd dauncing (at left maketh 
nothing for them) allowing a certen kind of fpirituall 
dauncing, and rejoyfing of the heart unto God (that I may 
fufpend my owne judgement) let wyfe determine. 

Their ix reafon: Saith not Salomon, there is a time to 
weep, and a time to laugh, a time to mourn, and a time to 
daunce? This place is directly againft their ufuall kinde of 
dauncing ; for faith not the text, there is a time, meaning 
fomtime, now and than, as the Ifraelites did in prayfe of 
God, when anie notable thing happened unto them, and 
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not every daye and howre, as we do, making an occupation 
of it, never leaving it, until it cleane leave us. But what 
and if Salomon fpeaketh here of a certen kind of fpiritual 
dauncing and rejoyfing of the heart in praife of God? This 
is eafily gathered by the circumftances of the place, but 
{pecially by the fentence precedent ; (vz. there is a time to 
mourn and a time to dance, &c.) that is, a time to mourn 
for our finnes, and a tyme to daunce or rejoyfe for the 
unfpeakable treafures purchafed unto us by the death and 
paffion of Jefus Chrift. How much this place maketh for 
the defence of their nocturnall, diuturnall, wanton, lewde, 
and lafcivious dauncing (if it be cenfured in the imparciall 
ballance of true judgement) all the world may fee and judge. 

And now, to draw to an end, I will come unto their zZ7z- 
mum refugium: that is, Doth not David both commend, and 
alfo commaund dauncing and playing uppon inftruments in 
diverfe of his Pfal.? In all thofe places the prophet fpeaketh 
of a certen kind of {pirituall dauncing and rejoyfing of the 
heart to the Lord, for his graces and benefits in mercie be- 
{towed upon us. This is the true kinde of dauncing, which 
the word of God doth allow of in any place, and not that 
we fhould trippe like rammes, {kip like goats, and leap like 
mad men: For to that end our feet were not given us, but 
rather to reprefent the image of God in us, to keep com- 
panie with the angels, and to glorifie our hevenly Father 
thorow good works. 

Spud. Do you condemne al kinde of dauncing as wicked 
and prophane? 

Ph, Ail lewde, wanton and lafcivious dauncing in pub- 
lique affemblies and conventicles, without refpect either of 
fex, kind, time, place, perfon, or any thing els, I, by the 
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warrant of the word of God, do utterly condemne: but that 
kind of dauncing which is ufed to praifeand laud the name 
of God withall (as weare the daunces of the people of the 
former world) either privatly or publiquely is at no hand to 
be dyfallowed, but rather to be greatly commended. Or 
if it be ufed for mans comfort, recreation and eodly plea- 
fure privatly (every fex diftin@ed by themfelves), whether 
with mufick or otherwyfe, it cannot but bea very tollerable 
exercife, being ufed moderatly and in the feare of God. 
And thus, though I condemne all filthie, luxurious and un- 
cleane dauncing, yet I condemne not al kind of dauncing 
generally; for certen it is, the exercyfe it felf, in its own 
nature, qualitie and proprietie, though to fome it is lawfull, 
to otherfome unlawfull in dyverfe refpeéts, is both ancient 
and general, having been ufed ever in all ages, as wel of 
the godly, as of the wicked, almoft from the beginning. 
Wherfore, when I condemne the fame in fome, my meaning 
is in refpecte of the manifold abufes therof. And in my 
judgement, as it is ufed now a dayes, an occupation being 
made of it, and a continuall exercyfe, without any differ- 
ence or refpect had either to time, perfon, fex or place, in 
publique affemblies and frequencies of people, with fuche 
beaftlie flabberings, buffings and {mouchings, and other 
filthie geftures and mifdeameanors therein accuftomed, it is 
as unpoffible to be ufed without doing of infinit hurt, as it 
is for a naked man to lye in the middeft of a hote burning 
fire, and not to confume. But thefe abufes, with other 
like (as there be legions moe of them) being cut of from the 
exercyfe it felfe, the thing remayneth very commendable in 
fome refpectes. Or els, if our daunces tended, as I have 
faid, to the fetting foorth of God his glorie (as the daunces 
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ufed in preter time did) to draw others to pietie and fanc- 
titie of life, and to prayfe and rejoyce in God, to recreat the 
minde oppreffed with fome. great toyle or labor, taken in 
true virtue and godlynes, I would not (being don in the 
feare of God, men by them felves, and wemen by them 
felves, for els it is not poffible to be without finne) much 
gainftand it. But I fee the contrarie is every where ufed, 
to the great difhonor of God and corruption of good manerts, 
which God amend. 

Spud. And wherfore would you have men to daunce by 
them felves, and women by them felves? 

Philo. Becaufe it is, without all doubte,a provocation toluft 
and venery, and the fire of luft once conceived (by fome 
irruption or other) burfteth foorthe into open aétion of 
whoredome and fornication. And therfore a certain godly 
Father faid wel, Omnts faltus tn chorea, eft faltus in pro- 
fundum inferni, every leap, or {kip in dance, is a leap to- 
ward hel. Yet, notwithftanding, in Ailgna it is counted a 
vertue and an ornament to a man, yea, and the onely way 
to attaine to promotion and advancement, as experience 
teacheth. 

Spud. Notwithftanding, for my further inftruction, I pray 
you fhowe mee what fathers and councels have judged of 
it, and what they have writ and decreed againft it. 

Philo. lf I fhould goe foorth to fhew all the invectives of 
fathers, all the decrees of councels, and all the places of 
holy feripture againft the fame, I fhould never make an 
end: wherfore of many I wil felect a few, hoping that they 
wil fuffice any reafonable man. Syrach faith, Frequent not 
the company of a woman that is a finger or dauncer, neither 
heare her, leaft thou be intrapped in her-craftines”™ €hri- 
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foftome, dylating upon Matthew, faith, In every dance the 
devil daunceth by, for companie, though not vifible to the 
eye, yet palpable to the minde. Theophilus, writing upon 
Mark, the fixt chapter, faith, Wzra collufio faltat per puellam 
diabolus: this is wunderfull deceit, for the devil danceth 
amoneft them for company. Auguftine, writing upon the 
32 Pfalme, faith, it is better to digge all the fabaoth day 
then to dance. Erafmus, in his booke De contemptu Mundt, 
faith, Whofe minde is fo well difpofed, fo ftable, or fo wel 
fetled, which thefe wanton dances, with fwinging of armes, 
kicking of legs, playing upon inftruments, and fuch like, 
would not overcome and corrupt? Wherfore, faith he, as 
thou defireft thine owne credit and welfare, efchew thefe 
{cabbed and {curvy companie of dauncers. 

Ludovicus Vives faith, Amongft all pleafures, dauncing 
and voluptuoufnes is the kingdome of Venus, and the em- 
pire of Cupid: wherfore, faith hee, it were better for thee 
to {tay at home, and to break either a leg or an arme of 
thy body, then to break the legges and armes of thy minde 
and foule, as thou doeft in filthie fcurvy dauncings. And, 
as in all feafts and paftimes, dauncing is the laft, fo it is the 
extream of all other vice. And again, There were (faith 
he) from far cuntries, certain men brought into our parts of 
the world, who, when they faw men daunce, ran away mer- 
veloufly afraid, crying out, and thinking them to have been 
mad. And no mervaile, for who, feeing them leap, {fkip, 
and trip like goates and hindes, if hee never faw them be- 
fore, would not think them either mad, or els poffeft with 
fome furie? Bullinger, paraphrafting upon Mathew 14, faith, 
After feafting, fwilling, and gulling, commeth dancing, the 
root of all filthynes and uncleannes. 
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Maifter Calvin, writing upon Job, Ser. 8, cap. 12, calleth 
dauncing the cheefe mifcheef of all mifcheefs, faying, there 
be fuch unchaft geftures in it as are nothing els but intice- 
ments to whordome. 

Marlorate, upon Mathew, faith, Whofoever hath any care 
either of honeftie, fobrietie, or gravitie, have long fince bad 
adieu to all filthie dauncing. | 

No man (faith a certaine heathen writer) if hee be fober, 
daunceth, except hee be mad. 

Saluftius, commending Sempronia, that renowmed whore, 
for many godly gifts, condemneth her for her over great 
{kill in dauncing ; concluding, that dauncing is the inftru- 
ment of lecherie. 

Cicero faith, a good man would not daunce in open 
affemblies, though hee might by it get infinite treafure. 

The Councel of Laodecea decreed that it fhould not be 
lawful for any Chriftian to dance at mariages, or at any 
follemne feaft. 

In an other councel it was enacted, that no man fhould 
daunce at any mariage, nor yet at any other time. 

The emperour Juftinian decreed, that for no refpeét in 
feafts or affemblies there fhould be any dauncing, for feare 
of corrupting the beholders, and inticing men to finne. 

Thus you may fee, bothe fcripture, councels, and fathers, 
holy and prophane, heathen and other, even all in generall, 
have detefted and abhorred this filthie dauncing, as the 
quavemire or plafh all of abhomination, and therfore it is no 
exercife for any Chriftians to followe; for it ftirreth up the 
motions of the flefh, it induceth lui, it inferreth baudrie, 
affoordeth ribaldrie, maintaineth wantonnes, and miniftreth 
oile to the ftinking lamp of deceitfull pride ; and, 2 /wmma, 
nourifheth a world of wickednes and finne. 
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Spud. Now that the wickednes of it is fo manifeftly 
fhewed, that no man can denie it, I pray you, who invented 
this noble fcience, or from whence fprang it ? 

Philo. Heereof there be fundry and divers opinions ; for 
fome holde an opinion (and very likely) that it fprang from 
the heathen idolatrous pagans and infidels, who, having 
offered up their facrifices, vitimats, and holocauttes, to their 
falfe gods, in reverence of them, and for joy of their fo being, 
ufed to daunce, leape, and fkip before them. 

And this may be prooved by the Ifraelits themfelves, 
who, having feen and learned the fame practife in Eeipt, 
feared not to imitate the like in the wildernes of Horeb. 
Some, again, fuppofe that Pyrrhus, one of the Sibils preifts, 
devifed it in Creet. Others holde that the priefts of Mars, 
who in Roome were had in great eftimation for their dex- 
teritie in dauncing, invented it. Others think that one 
Hiero, a truculent and bloody tirant in Sicilia, who, to fet 
up his tyrannie the more, inhibited the people to fpeake 
one to an other, for feare of infurrections and commotions 
in his kingdome, was the occafion of the inventing therof: 
for when the Sicilians fawe that they might not, under pain 
of death, one {peak to another, they invented dauncing to 
expreffe the inward meaning and intentions of the minde 
by outward becks and exteriour geftures of the body; which 
ufe afterward grew into cuftome, and now into nature. But 
what foever men fay of it, or from whence foever it fprang, 
S. Chrifoftom faith plainly (to whom I willingly fubfcribe), 
that it fprang from the teates of the devils breft, from whence 
all mifcheef els dooth flow. Therfore, to conclude, if of the 
egges of a cokatrice may be made good food meat for man 
to eat, and if the web of a fpider can be made good cloth 
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for mans body, then may it be prooved that dancing is good, 
and an exercife fitte for a Chriftian man to followe, but not 
before. Wherfore God of his mercy take it away from us! 

Spud, What fay you to mufick? is it not a laudable 


Wh EAS EES 


fcience ? 


Of Mufick in Ailgna, and how it allureth 
to vanitie. 


Philo. 

I fay of mufick as Plato, Ariftotle, Galen, and many 
others have faid of it; that it is very il for yung heds, 
for a certaine kinde of nice, fmoothe fweetnes in allur- 

A comparifon ing the auditorie to nicenes, effeminacie, pufillanimitie, 

Sareea! and lothfomnes of life, fo as it may not improperly be 
compared to a fweet electuarie of honie, or rather to honie 
itfelf; for as honie and fuch like fweet things, received 
into the ftomack, dooth delight at firft, but afterward they 
make the ftomack fo quafie, nice and weake that it is 
not able to admit meat of hard digefture: fo fweet mufick 
at the firft delighteth the eares, but afterward corrupteth 
and depraveth the minde, making it weake and quafie, and 

wheiege® inclined to all licencioufnes of lyfe whatfoever. And right 
as good edges are not fharpned (but obtufed) by beeing 
whetted upon fofte ftones, fo good wits, by hearing of foft 
mufick, are rather dulled then fharpned, and made apt to 
all wantonnes and finne. And therfore writers affirme 
Sappho to have been expert in mufick, and therfore 
whorith. 

Authors ofthe = Tyrus Maximus faith, the bringing in of mufick-was a 
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Clytomachus, if hee ever heard any talking of loove, or 


_ playing upon muficall inftruments, would run his way and 
bidde them farwel 


Plutarchus complaineth of mufick, and faith, that it dooth 
rather femenine the minde as pricks unto vice, then conduce | 
to godlines as fpurres unto vertue. | 

Pythagoras condemnes them for fooles, and bequeathes 
them a cloke-bag, that meafure mufick by found and eare. 

Thus you heare the judgement of the wife concerning mu- 
fick : now judge therof as you lift your felf. 

Spud. I have heard it faid (and I thought it very true) 
that mufick dooth delight bothe man and beaft, reviveth 
the fpirits, comforteth the hart, and maketh it apter to the 
fervice of God. i 

Philo. I graunt mufick is a good gift of God, and that it Mufick the i, 
delighteth bothe man and beaft, reviveth the {pirits, com- boy ue 3 
forteth the hart, and maketh it redyer to ferve God; and 
therfore did David bothe ufe mufick him felf, and alfo com- 
mend the ufe of it to his pofteritie (and beeing ufed to that 
end, for mans privat recreation, mufick is very laudable). 

But beeing ufed in publique affemblies and Ptivate con- Ofmufick in 
venticles, as directories to filthie dauncing, thorow the fweet Bee gra 
harmonie and fmoothe melodie therof, it eftraungeth ithe conventcles. 
mind, ftirreth up filthie luft, womanifheth the minde, ravith- 
eth the hart, enflameth concupifence, and bringeth in un- 
cleannes. But if mufick openly were ufed (as I have faid) 
to the praife and glory of God, as our fathers ufed it, and 
as was intended by it at the firft, or privatly in a mans How muficke = 
fecret chamber or houfe, for his owne folace or comfort to Ni eee 
drive away the fantafies of idle thoughts, folicitude, care, 
forrowe, and fuch other perturbations and moleftations of 
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the minde, the only ends wherto true mufick tends, it were 
very commendable and tollerable. If mufick were thus 
ufed it would comfort man wunderfully, and moove his hart 
to ferve God the better; but beeing ufed as it is, it cor- 
rupteth good minds, maketh them womanith, and inclined 
to all kinde of whordome and mifcheef. 

Spud. What fay you, then, to mufitions and minftrels, who 
live only upon the fame art? 

Philo. I thinke that all good minftrelles, fober and chaft 
mufitions (fpeking of fuche drunken fockets and bawdye 
parafits as range the cuntryes, ryming and finging of un- 
cleane, corrupt, and filthie fongs in tavernes, ale-houfes, 
innes, and other publique affemblies,) may daunce the wild 
Moris thorow a needles eye. For how fhould thei bere 
chafte minds, feeing that their exercyfe is the pathway to 
all uncleanes. Their is no fhip fo balanced with maffie 
matter, as their heads are fraught with all kind of bawdie 
fongs, filthie ballads and fcurvie rymes, ferving for every 
purpofe, and for every cumpanie. 

Who be more bawdie than they? who uncleaner than 
they ? who more licentious and loofe minded? who more 
incontinent than they ? and, briefely, who more inclyned to 
all kind of infolencie and lewdnes than they? Wherfore, 
if you wold have your fonne fofte, womanifh, uncleane, 
fmoth mouthed, affected to bawdrie, fcurrilitie, filthie rimes, 
and unfemely talking; brifly, if you wold have him, as it 
weare, tranfnatured into a woman, or worfe, and inclyned 
to all kind of whordome and abhomination, fet him to 
dauncing fchool, and to learn muficke, and than you fhall 
not faile of your purpofe. And if you would have your 
daughter whoorifh, bawdie, and uncleane, and a filthie 
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{peaker, and fuch like, bring her up in mufick and dauncing, 
and, my life for youres, you have wun the goale. 

And yet, notwithftanding, it weare better (in refpefte of 
acceptation) to be a pyper, or bawdye minftrell than a 
devyne, for the one is looved for his ribauldrie, the other 
hated for his gravitie, wifdome, and fobrietie. 

Every towne, citie, and countrey, is full of thefe minftrelles 
to pype up a daunce to the devill; but of dyvines fo few 
there be, as they maye hardly be feene. 

But fome of them will reply, and fay, What, Sir! we have 
lycenfes from juftices of peace to pype and ufe our min- 
{tralfie to our beft commoditie. Curfed be thofe licences 
which lycenfe any man to get his lyving with the deftruétion 
of many thoufands. 

But have you a lycence from the arch-juftice of peace, 
Chrifte Jefus? If you have fo, you may be glad; if you have 
not (for the worde of God is againft your ungodly exercyfes, 
and condemneth them to hell,) than may you as rogues, 
extravagantes, and {traglers from the heavenly countrey be 
arrefted of the high juftice of peace, Chrift Jefus, and be 
punifhed with eternall death, notwithftanding your prefented 
licences of earthly men. Who fhall ftand betwixt you and 
the juftice of God at the daye of judgement? Who fhall 
excufe you for drawing fo manye thoufandes to hell? Shall 
the juftices of peace? fhall their licenfes? Oh, no; for 
neither ought they to graunt anye licenfes to anie to doo 
hurt withall; neither (if they would) ought any to take 
them. 

Give over, therfore, your occupations, you pypers, you 
fidlers, you minftrelles, and you mufitions, you drummers, 
you tabretters, you fluters, and all other that wicked broode; 
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for the bloode of all thofe whome you drawe to deftruction, 
thorow your provocations and intyfing allurements, fhalbe 
powred uppon your heads at the day of jugdement. But 
hereof enough, and, perchaunce, more than will like their 
humour. 

Philo. Is it not lawfull uppon the fabaoth daye to playe 
at dice, cardes, tables, bowles, tenniffe, and fuch other plea- 
faunt exercyfes, wherein man taketh pleafure and delight ? 


Cards, Dice. Tables, Tenniffe, Bowles, and other 
exercyfes ufed unlawfully in Ailgna. 


Philoponus. 

Thefe be no fabaothlike exercyfes for any chriftian man to 
follow anye day at all, much leffe uppon the fabaoth daye, 
which the Lord wold have to be confecrat to himfelfe, and to 
be {pent in holy and godly exercyfes, according to his will. As 
for cards, dice, tables, bowles, tenniffe, and fuch like, thei 
are furta officiofa, a certen kind of {mooth deceiptfull, and 
fleightie thefte, wherby many a one is fpoiled of all that ever 
he hath, fometimes of his life withall, yea, of body and foul 
for ever. And yet (more is the pitie) thefe be the onely 
exercyfes ufed in every mans howfe, al the yeer thorow ; 
but fpecially in Chriftimas tyme, there is nothing els ufed 
but cards, dice, tables, mafking, mumming, bowling, and 
fuch like fooleries. And the reafon is this: they think 
they have a commiffion and prerogative that time to do 
what they luft, and to folow what vanitie they will. But 
(alas!) do they thinke that they are priviledged at that 
tyme to doo evill? the holier the time is (if one time were 
holier than another, as it is not) the holier ought their 
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workes to be. Can anie time difpenfe with them, or give 
them libertie to fin? No, no: the foule which finneth thall 
dye, at what time fo ever it offendeth. But what will thei 
fay? Is it not Chriftmas? muft we not be mery? Truth it 
is, we ought, both than and at all times, to be merie in the 
Lord, but not otherwyfe; not to fwill and gull more that 
time than any other time, not to lavifh foorth more at that 
time that at other times. 

But the true celebration of the feaft of Chriftmas is to 
meditat (and as it were to ruminat) uppon the incarnation 
and byrthe of Jéfus Chrilt,"not onely at that) time, but 
all tymes and daies of our life, and to fhewe our felves 
thankeful to his Majeftie for the fame. Notwithftanding, 
who is ignorant that more mifchiefe is that time committed 
than in all the yeere befides? what mafking and mumming! 
wherby robberie, whordome, murther, and what no/t] is 
committed! what dicing and carding, what eating and 
drinking, what banqueting and feafting is then ufed more 
than in all the yeere befydes! to the great difhonor of 
God, and impoverifhing of the realme. 

Spud. Is it not lawfull for one Chriftian to play with an- 
other at anye kinde of game, or to winne his monie, if 
he can? 

Philo. To play at tables, cards, dice, bowls, or the like 
(though a good Chriftian man will not fo ydely and vainely 
fpend his golden dayes) one Chriftian with another, for 
their privat recreations, after fome oppreffion of {tudie, to 
drive awaye fantafies and fuch like, I doubt not, but that 
they may, ufing it moderatly, with intermiffion and in the 
feare of God; but to play for lucre of gaine, and for defire 
onely of his brothers fubftaunce (rather than for any other 
caufe) it is at no hand lawfull, or to be fuffered. 
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For as it is not lawfull to robbe, fteale and purloine by 
deceit or flaight, fo is it not lawfull to get thy brothers 
goods from him by carding, dicing, tabling, bowling, or any 
other kynd of thefte, for thefe playes are no better; nay, 
worfer than open theft; for open theft every man can be 
ware of, but this being a craftie poliitick theft, and com- 
monly don under pretence of freendfhip, few or none at all 
can beware of it. The commaundement faith, thou fhalt 
not covet nor defire any thing that belongeth to thy neigh- 
bour: now, it is manifeft that thofe that playe for monie, 
not onelye covet their brothers monie, but alfo ufe craft, 
falfhood and deceit to wyne the fame. 

The Apoftle forbiddeth us to ufe deceipt in bargaining, 
in buying or felling; much leffe than ought we to ufe deceipt 
in gaming. 

Our Saviour Chrift biddeth every man do to an other as 
he would another fhould do unto him. Which rule, if it 
weare dulie obferved, were fufficient to withdraw men both 
from all kynd of gameing, but alfo from all kynd of indy- 
rect and unjuft dealing. For as thou woldeft not that an- 
other man fhould wine thy money, fo thou oughteft not to 
defire the winning of his, for thou muft do as thou wouldeft 
be done by. 

Spud. If gameing for money be fo unlawfull, wherfore are 
there howfes and places appointed for maintenance of the 
fame ? 

Philo, That excufeth not the fault, but aggravateth it 
rather. And truely great pitie it is, that thefe brothel 
howfes (for fo I call all gaming howfes) are fuffred as they 
be: for are they not the very feminaries and nurferies of all 
kynd of abhomination, whatfoever heart can thinke, or 
tongue expreffe ? 
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And therfore I marveile, that thofe who keep and main- 
taine thefe gaming howfes can ever have light hearts, or 
once looke up towards heaven, that not onely fuffer this 
manifeft theft in their howfes (for gaming is no better) but 
alfo maintaine and nourifh the fame. 

The apoftle faith, Not onely they that doo evill dguz /unt 
morte, are worthie of death, but alfo guz confentiunt facientt- 
bus, thofe who confent to them that doo it. 

Call to mind, than, what evils come of this wicked ex- 
elcy le, -Deleeche. you: 

For doth not fwearing, tearing, and blafpheminge of the 
name of God; doth not ftinkinge whordome, thefte, robberie, 
deceipt, fraude, cofenage, fighting, quareling, and fome- 
tymes murder; doth not pride, rapine, drunkn[el]s, beggerye, 
and, in fine, fhamefull end followe it, as the fhadowe doth 
follow the body? wherfore I will not doubte to call thefe 
eaming howfes, the flaughter howfes, the fhambles, or block- 
howfes of the devill, wherin he butchereth Chriften mens 
foules infinit waies, God knoweth: the Lord fuppreffe them! 

Spud. Weare there ever anie lawes made again{ft the in- 
ordinat abufe hereof? or have the godly in any age mif- 
liked it? 

Philo, In all ages and times both the godly fober Chrif- 
tians have detefted it, and holfome lawes have been pro- 
mulgat againft it. 

Oétavius Auguftus was greatly reproched of the writers 
of his time for his great delight in gaming, notwithftanding 
his manifold vertues befides. 

Cicero objeéted to Marcus Antonius his often gaming, as 
a note of infamie unto him. 

The noble Lacedemonians fent their ambaffadours to 
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Corinth to conclud a peace, who coming thither, and finding 
the people playing at dice and cards and unthriftie games, 
returned back again (zzfecla pace) their peace unconcluded, 
faying it fhould never be reported that they wold joyne in 
league with dice-players and gametters. 

The fame Lacedemonians fent to Demetrius, in derifion 
of his dice playing, a paire of dice of gold. Sir Thomas 
Eliot (that worthie knight) in his booke of Governance 
afketh, who will not think him a light man of fmall credit, 
diffolut, remife, and vaine, that is a dice-player or gamefter ? 

Publius faith, Quanto perttior eft aleator in fua arte, tanto 
nequior eft, et vita, et moribus: how much conninger a man 
is in gaming and diceplaying, fo much corrupter is he both 
in life and maners. Juftinian made a lawe that none 
fhould play at dice, nor cards, for no caufe, neither privately 
nor openly. 

Alexander Severus banifhed all gamefters out of his 
dominions ; and if anie were found playing, their goods were 
confifcat, and they counted as mad men ever after, never 
trufted nor efteemed of ante. 

Ludovicus ordeined that all gamefters fhold depart his 
land, for feare of corrupting others. 

K. Richard the Second forbad all kynd of gaming, and 
namely dice-playing. 

K. Henrie the Fourth ordeined that every dice-player 
fhould be imprifoned fix daies for every feverall time he 
offended in gaming. 

Kk. Edward the Fourth ordeined, who fo kept gaming 
howfes fhould fuffer imprifonment three yeeres, and forfait 
xx. li. and the players to be imprifoned two yeers and for- 
fait x. pound. 
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K. Henri the Seventh ordeined that every dice-player 
fhould be imprifoned all a day, and the keeper of the dicing 
howfe to forfait for every offence vi. thil. vil} d., and to be 
bound by recognizance to good behaviour. 

K. Henrie the Eight ordeined that every one that kept 
dicing houfes fhould forfait x1 fhil., and the players to forfait 
vi fhil. viij d., with many good lawes and fanctions fet foorth 
again{t this raging abufe of gaming ; which, to avoid tediouf- 
nes I omit, befeeching the Lord to root up and fupplant 
thefe, and all other ftumbling blocks in his church what fo 
ever. 

Sp. As I remember, in the catalogue of abufes before, you 
faid, the fabaoth day was prophaned by bearbaiting, cock- 
fighting, hauking, hunting, keeping of faires, courts, and 
markets, upon the faid day. Is it not lawful, than, to follow 
thefe exercifes upon the fabaoth day neither ? 


Beare baiting and other exercyfes, ufed 
unlawfully in Ailgna. 


Philoponus. 

Thefe hethnicall exercyfes upon the fabaoth day, which 
the Lord hath confecrat to holy ufes, for the glory of his 
name, and our fpirituall comfort, are not in any refpeét 
tollerable, or to be fuffered. For is not the baiting of a 
bear, befides that it is a filthie, {tinking, and lothfome game, 
a daungerous and perilous exercyfe? wherein a man is in 
daunger of his life every minut of an houre ; which thing, 
though it weare not fo, yet what exercyfe is this meet for 
any Chriftian? What Chriften heart can take pleafure to 
fee one poore beaft to rent, teare, and kill another, and all 
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ee No creature for his foolith pleafure? And although they be bloody beafts 
to be abufed. 45 mankind, and feeke his deftruction, yet we are not to 
abufe them, for his fake who made them, and whofe creatures 
they are. Tor, notwithftanding that they be evill to us, and 
thirft after our blood, yet are they good creatures in their 
own nature and kind, and made to fet foorth the glorie and 
oe magnificence of the great God, and for our ufe ; and therfore 
ae for his fake not to be abufed. It is a [com]mon faying 
amoneft all men, borowed from the French, Oud aime Fean, 
aime fon chien; love me, love my dog: fo, love God, love 
his creatures. 
If any fhould abufe but the dog of another mans, wold 
not he who oweth the dog think the abufe therof refulteth 
God is abufed to himfelfe? And fhall we abufe the creatures of God, yea, 
esas ave take pleafure in abufing them, and yet think the contumely 
mifufed. don to them redoundeth not to him who made them? But 
admit it weare graunted that it weare lawfull to abufe the 
good creatures of God, yet it is not lawfull for us to fpend 
our golden yeers in fuch ydle and vaine exercyfes, daylie 
and hourelie as we do. 
Keeping of And fome, who take themfelves for no fmall fooles, are fo 
ean, and farre affotted that they will not ftick to keep a dofen or a 
fcore of great maftives and bandogs, to their no {mall charges, 
for the maintenance of this goodly game (forfooth) ; and wil 
not make anie bones of xx. xl. c. pound at once to hazard 
on a bait, with feight dog, feight beare (fay they), the devill 
part all! And, to be plaine, I thinke the devill is the maifter 
of the game, beareward and all. A goodly paftyme, for- 
‘ foth, worthie of commendation, and wel fitting thefe gentle- 
men of fuch reputation. But how muche the Lord is 
offended for the prophanation of his fabaoth by fuch un- 
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favorie exercyfes, his heavenly majiftie of late hath reveiled, 
pouring fodrth his heavie wrath, his fearfull judgements, 
and dreadfull vengeance uppon the beholders of thefe 
vanities. 


A fearfull Example of God his Judgement upon 
the Prophaners of his Sabaoth. 


Upon the 13 day of Januarie laft, being the fabaoth day, 
Anno 1583, the people, men, women, and children, both 
yonge and old, an infinit number flocking to thefe infamous 
places, where thefe wicked exercyfes are ufuallie praCctifed, 
(for they have their courts, gardens, and yards for the fame 
purpofe) when they were all come together and mounted 
aloft upon their fcaffolds and galleries, and in middeft of al 
their jolytie and paftime, all the whole building (not one 
{tick ftanding) fell down with a moft wonderfull and feare- 
full confufion; fo that either two or three hundred men, 
wemen, and children (by eftimation), wherof feven were 
killed dead, fome were wounded, fome lamed, and otherfome 
brufed and crufhed almoft to the death. Some had their 
braines datht out, fome their heads all to fquatht, fome their 
legges broken, fome their arms, fome their backs, fome their 
fhoulders, fome one hurt, fome another. So that you fhould 
have hard a woful crie, even pearcing the fkyes, parents be- 
wayling their children, children their loving parents, wyves 
their husbands, and husbands their wyves, marvellous to 
behould! This wofull fpectacle and heavie judgement, piti- 
full to heare of, but moft ruefull to behold, did the Lord 
fend down‘from heaven, to fhew unto the whole world how 
ereevoufly he is offended with thofe that fpend his fabaoth 
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in fuch wicked exercifes; in the meane tyme, leaving his 
temple defolat and emptie. God graunt all men may take 
warning hereby, to fhun the fame for feare of like or worfer 
judgement to come! 


A fearfull Judgement of God, fhewed at 
the Theaters. 


The like judgement (almoft) did the Lord fhew unto 
them a little befor, being affembled at their Theaters, to fee 
their bawdie enterluds and other trumperies practifed: for 
he caufed the earth mightely to shak and quaver, as though 
all would have fallen down ; wherat the people, fore amazed, 
fome leapt down (from the top of the turrets, pinacles, and 
towres, wher they ftood) to the ground; wherof fome had 
their legs broke, fome their arms, fome their backs, fome 
hurt one where, fome another, and many fore crushed and 
brufed; but not any but they went away ftore affraid, 
and wounded in confcience. And yet can neither the one 
nor the other fray them from thefe divelifh exercyfes untill 
the Lord confume them all in his wrath ; which God forbid! 
The Lord of his mercie open the eyes of the majeftrats to 
pluck down thefe places of abufe, that God may be honored 
and their confciences disburthened. 

Befids thefe exercifes, thei flock, thick and three fold, to 
the cockfeights, an exercyfe nothing inferiour to the reff, 
wher nothing is ufed but fwering, forfwering, deceit, fraude, 
collufion, cofenage, fcoulding, railing, convitious talking, 
feighting, brawling, quarrelling, drinking, whooring; and, 
which is worft of all, robbing of one an other of their goods, 
and that not by direct, but indirect means and attempts: 
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and yet to blaunch and fet out thefe mifchiefs withall (as 
though they were vertues) thei have their appointed daies 
and fet hours, when thefe devilries muft be exercifed. They 
have houfes erected to the purpofe, flags and enfignes 
hanged out, to give notice of it to others, and proclamation 
goes out to proclaim the fame, to th’ end that many may 
come to the dedication of this folemne feaft of mifchief: the 
Lord fupplant them! And as for hawking and hunting 
upon the fabaoth day, it is an exercyfe upon that day no 
leffe unlawfull than the other; for no man ought to fpend 
any day of his life, much leffe every day in his life, as many 
do, in fuch vaine and ydle paftimes: wherfore let gentlemen 
take heed ; for, be fure, accounts muft be given at the day 
of judgement for every minut of time, both how they have 
{pent it, and in what exercyfes. And let them be fure no 
more libertie is given them to mifpend an howre, or one 
jote of the Lord his goods, than is given to the pooreft and 
meaneft perfon that liveth upon the face of the earth. I 
never read of any, in the volume of the facred fcripture, that 
was a good man and a hunter. 

Efau was a great hunter, but a reprobat; I{maell a 
great hunter, but a mifcreant; Nemrode, a great hunter, 
but yet a reprobat and a veffell of wrath. Thus I fpeake 
not to condemne hawking and hunting altogether, being 
ufed for recreation, now and than, but againft the conti- 
nuall ufe therof daylie, hourly, weekly, yeerly, yea, all the 
time of their life without intermiffion. And fuch a felicitie 
have fome in it, as they make it all their joye, beftowing 
more upon hawkes and hounds, and a fort of idle lubbers to 
followe them, in one yeer, than they will impart to the 
poore members of Chrift Jefusin vii yeers, peradventure, in 
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all the dayes of their life. So long as man in Paradice 
perfifted in innocency, all beafts what fo ever weare obedi- 
ent to him, and came and proftrated themfelves before 
him; but ever fince his fall they have fled from him, and 
difobeyd him, becaufe of his fin; that feeing he difobeyed 
the Lord, they again difobeied him. For fo long as man 
obeied God, fo long they obeied him, but fo foone as man 
difobeyed God, they difobeyed him, and becam enemies 
to him; as it were, feeking to revenge the injurie which 
man had don unto God in difobeying his lawes. Wherfore 
the caufe why all beafts do fly from us, and are become 
enemies to us, is our difobedience to the Lord, which we are 
rather to forow for, than to hunt after their deaths by the 
fheading of their blood. 

If neceffitie, or want of other meats inforceth us to feek 
after their lives, it is lawfull to ufe them, in the feare of 
God, with thanks to his name; but for our paftimes and 
vain pleafures fake, wee are not in any wife to fpoyle or 
hurt them. Is he a Chriftian man, or rather a pfeudo- 
Chriftian, that delighteth in blood? Is he a Chriftian that 
fpendeth all his life in wanton pleafures and plefaunt de- 
lights? Is hee a Chriftian that buieth up the corne of the 
poor, turning it into bread (as many doo) to feed dogs for 
his pleafure? Is hee a Chriftian that liveth to the hurt of 
his neighbour, in treading and breaking down his hedges, in 
cafting open his gates, in trampling of his corne, or other- 
wife in prejudicing him, as hunters doo? Wherfore God 
geve them grace to fee to it, and to mend it betimes ere it 
be to late; for they know mora trahit periculum, delay 
bringeth danger. Let us not deferre to leave the evil and 
to doo good, leaft the wrath of the Lord be kindled againft 
us, and confume us from the upper face of the earth. 
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Spud. What fay you to keeping of markets, fayres, and 
courtes, and leetes upon the fabaoth day? 
not lawfull to ufe the fame upon any day? 

Philo. No truly; for can you ferve God and the devil 
togither ? Can wee carrie to God and ferrie to the devil ? 
Can we ferve two maifters, and neither offend the one nor 
thevother? 


Think you it is 


Can we 
pleafe God and the world bothe at one time? The Lord 
will not be ferved by peecemeale; for either he will have 
the whole man, or elfe none: for faith he, “ Thou halt 
loove the Lord thy God with all thy foule, withall thy 
minde, withall thy power, withall thy ftrength,” and fo 
foorth, or els with none at all. Then, feeing that we are to 
give over our felves wholely and totally to the fervice of 
God al the daies of our life, but efpecially uppon the fabaoth 
day, being confecrate to that end, we may not intermedle 
with thefe prophane exercifes upon that day. For it is more 
then manifeft that thefe fayres, markets, courtes, and leetes, 
upon the fabaoth day, are not only a hinderance unto us in 
the true fervice of God, and an abufe of the fabaoth, but 
alfo lead us the path way to hel. For what cofenage is not 
there pra¢tifed ? what falshod, deceit, and fraude is not there 
exercifed ? what diffimulation in bargaining? what fetting 
foorth of fucate and decevable wares is not there frequented? 
what lying, {wering, forfwering, drunkennes, whordom, theft, 
and fometimes murther, either there or by the way thither, 
is not every where ufed? In courtes and leets what envie, 
malice, and hatred is noorifhed? what expoftulation, railing, 
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what polling and pilling is there practifed ? It would make 
= a Chriftian hart to bleed in beholding it. And yet, notwith- 
| ftanding, we muft have goodly pageants played upon the 
me | fabaoth day (in a wanion), becaufe there are no mo daies 
in the week. And heerby the fabaoth is contaminat, Gods 
woord contemned, his commandements difanulled, his facra- 
ments conculcate, his ordinances neglected, and, 22 /umma, 
his blood trod under feet, and all mifcheef maintained. 
The Lord cut of thefe, with all other fin, both from their 
foules and thy fabaoth, that thy name may be glorified and 
the Church truely edified ! 

Spud. Is the playing at football, reding of mery bookes, 
and fuch like deleCtations, a violation or prophanation of 
the fabaoth day? 

Ph. Any exercife which withdraweth from godlines, either 
upon the fabaoth or any other day els, is wicked and to be 
forbiden. Now, who is fo grofly blinde, that feeth not that 
thefe aforefaid exercifes not only withdraw us from godlines 
and vertue, but alfo haile and allure us to wickednes and 
Foot-balla fin. For as concerning football playing, I proteft unto you 


Serre kind it may rather be called a freendly kinde of fight, then a play 
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or recreation; a bloody and murthering practife, then a 
felowly fporte or paftime. For dooth not every one lye 
in waight for his adverfarie, feeking to overthrowe him and 
to picke him on his nofe, though it be uppon hard ftones ? 
in ditch or dale, in valley or hil, or what place foever it be, 
hee careth not, fo he have him down. And he that can 
ferve the moft of this fafhion, he is counted the only 
felow, and who but he? So that by this meanes fom- 
times their necks are broken, fometimes their backs, fome- 
time their legs, fometime their armes; fometime one part 
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thurft out of joynt, fometime an other; fometime the 
nofes gufh out with blood, fometime their eyes witart-out!: 
and fometimes hurt in one place, fometimes in another. 
But whofoever {capeth away the beft goeth not fcotfree, 
but is either fore wounded, craifed, and brufeed, fo as he 
dyeth of it, or els f{capeth very hardly. And no mervaile, for 
they have the fleights to meet one betwixt two, to dathe 
him againft the hart with their elbowes, to hit him under 
the fhort ribbes with their griped fifts, and with their knees 
to catch him upon the hip, and to pick him on his neck, 
with a hundered fuch murdering devices: and hereof orow- 
eth envie, malice, rancour,cholor, hatred, difpleafure, enmitie, 
and what not els: and fometimes fighting, brawling, con- 
tention, quarrel picking, murther, homicide, and great effu- 
fion of blood, as experience dayly teacheth. 

Is this murthering play, now, an exercife for the fabaoth 
day ? is this a Chriftian dealing for one brother to mayme 
and hurt another, and that upon prepenfed malice, or fet 
purpofe ? is this to do to another as we would with another 
to doo to us? God make us more careful over the bodyes 
of our brethren ! 

And as for the reading of wicked bookes, they are utterly 
unlawfull, not onely to bee read, but once to be named ; and 
that not (onely) upon the fabaoth day, but alfo uppon any 
other day ; as which tend to the difhonour of God, depra- 
vation of good manners, and corruption of chriftian foules. 
For as corrupt meates doo annoy the ftomack, and infeét 
the body, fo the reading of wicked and ungodly bookes 
(which are to the minde as meat is to the body) infeé& the 
foule, and corrupt the minde, hailing it to diftruction, if the 
great mercy of God be not prefent. 
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And yet, notwithftanding, whofoever wil fet pen to paper 
now a dayes, how unhoneft foever, or unfeemly of chriftian 
eares his argument be, is permitted to goe forward, and his 
work plaufibly admitted and freendly licenfed, and gladly 
imprinted without any prohibition or contradiction at all: 
wherby it is growen to this iffue, that bookes and pam- 
phlets of fcurrilitie and baudrie are better efteemed, and 
more vendible then the godlyeft and fageft bookes that be: 
for if it be a godly treatife, reproving vice and teaching 
vertue, away with it! for no man (almoft) though they make 
a floorifh of vertue and godlynes, will buy it, nor (which is 
leffe) fo much as once touch it. This maketh the Bible, the 
bleffed Book of God, to be fo little efteemed ; that woorthie 
Booke of Martyrs, made by that famous father and excellent 
inftrument in God his church, maifter John Fox, fo little to 
be accepted, and all other good books little or nothing to 
be reverenced ; whilft other toyes, fantafies, and bableries, 
wherof the world is ful, are fuffered to be printed. Thefe 
prophane fchedules, facralegious libels, and hethnical pam- 
phlets of toyes and bableries (the authors wherof may ven- 
dicate to them felves no fmal commendations at the hands 
of the divel for inventing the fame) corrupt mens mindes, 
pervert good wits, allure to baudrie, induce to whordome, 
fuppreffe vertue and erect vice: which thing how fhould it 
be otherwife? for are they not invented and excogitat by 
Belzebub, written by Lucifer, licenfed by Pluto, printed by 
Cerberus, and fet abroche to fale by the infernal furies 
themfelves, to the poyfoning of the whole world? But let 
the inventors, the licenfors, the printers, and the fellers of 
thefe vaine toyes, and more then hethnicall impieties, take 
heed; for the blood of all thofe which perifh, or take hurt 


a iy 


the abuses tn Alona. 187 


thorow thefe wicked bookes, fhalbe powred upon their heads 
at the day of judgement, and be requited at their hands. 

Spud. I pray you how might all thefe enormities and 
abufes be reformed? For it is to fmall purpofe to fhew the 
abufes, except you fhewe withall how they might be re- 
formed. 

Philo. By putting in practice and executing thofe good 
lawes, wholfome fanctions, and godly ftatutes, which have 
beene heretofore, and daily are, fet foorth and eftablifhed, as 
God be thanked, they are manie. The want of due execu- 
tion wherof is the caufe of all thefe mifchiefs, which both 
rage and raigne amonett us. 

Spud. What is the caufe why thefe lawes are not exe- 
cuted, as they ought to be ? 

Philo. Truely, I cannot tell, excepte it be thorow the 
negligence and contempt of the inferiour magiftrates. Or 
els, perhaps (which thing happeneth now and than), for 
money they are bought out, disfranchifed and difpenfed 
withall; for, as the faying is, guzd non pecunia poteft: what 
is it but money will bring to paffe? And yet, notwith- 
ftanding, fhall it be don invifibly in a clowde (under denedi- 
cite I {peak it) the prince being borne in hand that the fame 
are dalie executed. This fault is the corruption of thofe 
that are put in truft to fee them executed, as I have tould 
you, and (notwithftanding) do not. 

Spud. This is a great corruption and abufe, doubtles, and 
worthie of great punifhment. 

Ph. It is fo truely ; for if they be good lawes, tending to 
the glorie of God, the publique weale of the cuntry and 
correction of vices, it is great pytie that money fhould buy 
them out. For what is that els, but to fell vertue for lucre, 
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eodlynes for droffe, yea, mens foules for corruptible money ? 
Therfore, thofe that fell them are not onely traitors to God, 
to their prince and countrey, but are alfo the devils mar- 
chants, and ferrie the bodies and foules of Chriftians, as it 
were, in Charons boate to the Stigian flood of Hell, burning 
with fire and brimftone for ever. 

/ And thofe that buy them are traitors to God, their prince, 
: and countrey alfo. 

For if the lawes were at the firft good (as, God be praifed, 
al the lawes in Ailgna be), why fhould they be fuppreffed 
for money? and if they were evill, why were they divulged, 
but had rather beene buried in the wombe of their mother 
before thlely had ever feene thevieht: 

And why were lawes inftituted, but to be executed? Els, 
it were as good to have no lawes at all (the people lyving 
orderly) as to have good lawes, and them not executed. 

The prince ordeining a law may lawfully repeale and 
adnull the fame againe, upon fpeciall caufes and con- 
fiderations, but no inferiour magiftrat or fubjeéte what fo 
ever may {top the courfe of any lawe made by the prince 
without daunger of damnation to his owne foule, as the 
Word of God beareth witneffe. 

And therfore, woe be to thofe men that will not execut 
the fentence of the lawe (being fo godly and chriftian as 
they be in Ailgna) upon malefa€tors and offenders! 

Verely they are as guiltie of their blood before God, as 
ever was Judas of the death of Chrifte Jefus. 

Spud. Seeing it is fo that al flefh hath corrupted his way 
# sefore the face of God, and that there is fuch abhomina- 
tion amongeft them, I am perfwaded the daye of judgement 
is not farre of; for when iniquity fhall have filled up his 
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meafure, than fhall the end of all appeare, as Chrift wit- 
neffeth in his Evangelie. 

Philo, Lhe: day-ot the Lord cannot: bé fatre of, that: ts 
moft certen; for what wonderfull portents, {trang miracles, 
fearful fignes, and dreadfull judgements hath he fente of 
late daies, as preachers and fortellers of his wrath, due unto 
us for our impenitence and wickednes of life. Hath he not 
caufed the earth to tremble and quake ? the fame earth to 
remoove from place to place? the feas and waters to roare, 
fwell, and bruft out, and overflow their bankes to the de- 
{truction of many thoufands? hath he not caufed the ele- 
ments and fkyes to fend foorth flafhing fire? to raine downe 
wheat, a wonderfull thing as ever was heard, and the like? 
hath he not caufed wonderfull eclypfes in the funne and 
moon, with moft dreadfull conjunctions of ftarres and pla- 
nets, as the like this thoufand yeeres hath not been heard 
of? have not the clowdes diftilled downe aboundance of 
rayne and fhowres, with all kinde of unfeafonable wether, 
to the deftroying (almoft) of al thinges uppon the earth? 
have we not feene commets, blafing ftarres, firie drakes, 
men fighting in the ayre, moft fearfully to behold? hath 
not dame Nature her felfe denied unto us her operation in 
fending foorth abortives, untimely births, ugglefome mon- 
{ters and fearfull mifhapen creatures, both in man and 
beaft ? So that it feemeth all the creatures of God are an- 
erie with us, and threaten us with deftruction, and yet we 
are nothing at all amended (alas) that fhal become of us! 
Remember we not there is a God that fhal judge us righte- 
oufly ? that there isa Devill who fhall torment us after this 
lyfe unfpeakably, if we repent not? At that day the wicked 
fhall find that there is a material hell, a place of all kinds 
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of tortures, wherein they fhal be punifhed in fire and brim- 
{tone amongeft the terrible company of ugglefome Devills, 
world without end, how light fo ever they make account of 
it in this world. 

For fome fuch there be that, when they heare mention of 
hell, or of the paines therof in the other world, they make 
a mocke at it, thinking they be but metaphoricall fpeaches, 
onely fpoken to terrifie us withall, not otherwyfe. But 
certen it is, as there is a God that will reward his children, 
fo there is a Devill that will remunerat his fervaunts; and 
as there is a Heaven, a materiall place of perfect joye pre- 
pared for the godly, fo there is a Hell, a materiall place of 
punifhment for the wicked and reprobat, prepared for the 
Devil and his angels, or els the word of God is in no wyfe 
to be credited ; which blafphemie once to think God keep 
all his children from ! 

Spud. But they will eafily avoid this; for they fay it is 
writ, at what time fo ever a finner doth repent him of his 
finne, I wil put all his fin out of my remembrance, faith the 
Lord. So that, if they maye have three words at the laft, 
they will with no more. What think you of thefe felowes? 

Philo, 1 think them no men, but devills; no Chriftians, 
but worfe than Tartarians, and more to be avoided than 
the poifon of a ferpent; for the one flayeth but the body, 
but the other both body and foul for ever. Wherfore let 
every good chriften man take heed of them, and avoid 
them ; for it is truely faid cum bonts bonus eris, et cum per- 
verfis perverteris : with the good thou fhall learne good, 
but with the wicked thou fhall be perverted. 

Spud. Do you think, than, that that cannot be a true re- 
pentance, which is deferred to the laft gafpe? 


the wbuses in Atlgna. ney 


Ph, No, truely ; for true repentance muft fpring out of a 
lyvelie faith, with an inward lothing, hating, and detefting 
of finne. But this deferred repentance fpringeth not of 
faith, but rather of the feare of death, which he feeth immi- 
nent before his eyes, of the grief and tedioufnes of paine, of 
the horror of hell, and feare of God his inevitable judge- 
ment, which he knoweth now he muft needs abyde. And 
therfore this can be no true repentance; for there is two 
maner of repentances, the one a true repentance to life, the 
other a falfe repentance to death. As we maye fee by 
Judas, who is faid to have repented, and, which is more, to 
have confeffed his faulte, and, which is moft of all, to have 
made reftitution, and yet was it a falfe repentance. And 
why? becaufe it fprang not out of true faith, but as 
before, 

Peter repented and weept bitterly, and was faved therby, 
though he neither made confeffion nor fatisfaction; and 
why? Becaufe it fprang of a true and lyvely faith. So thefe 
felowes may fay they repent, but except it be a true re- 
pentance, fpringing of faith, it can ferve them no more to 
life, than the pretended repentance of Judas did ferve him 
to falvation. 

Let them beware, for Cain repented, yet is he condemned. 
Efau did repent, yet is he condemned; Antiochus did 
repent, yet is he condemned; Judas did repent, yet is he 
condemned, with infinite moe. And why fo? Becaufe 
their prolonged repentance fprange not of faith, &c. 

Thus they may fee, that everie light affection is no true 
repentance, and that it is not ynough to fay at the laft, I 
repent, I repent; for unles it be a true repentance indeed, 


it is worth nothine. But, indeed, if it weare fo that man had 
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All things are 
vaine and 
vanitie itfelfe. 
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Liberum arbitrium, free wil of himfelf to repent truely when 
he wold, and that God promifed in his word to accept of 
that repentance, it weare another matter. But repentance 
is donum Det, the gifte of God, de furfum veniens a patre 
luminum, comming from above from the Father of light, 
and therfore it is not in our powers to repent when we will. 
It is the Lord that giveth the gift, when, where, and to 
whom it pleafeth him ; and of him are we to crave it incef- 
fantly by faithfull prayer, and not otherwife to prefame of 
our repentance, when, indeed, we have nothing leffe than a 
(FUE Cpsirance 

Spud. Than, thus much I gather by your words, that as 
a true repentance (which is a certen inward grief and forrow 
of the heart, conceived for our finnes, with a hatred and 
lothing of the fame) [fJerveth to falvation thorow the mercie 
of God in Chrift, fo, fained repentance faveth not from 
perdition. And, therfore, we muft repent dayly and 
howrely, and not deferre our repentaunce to the laft gafpe, 
as many doo, than which nothing is more perilous. 

Philo, True, it is; for may not he be called a great foole, 
that by deferring and prolonging of repentance to the laft 
caft (as they fay) will hazard his body and foule to eternall 
damnation for ever? Wheras, by daily repentaunce, he 
maye affure him felfe both of the favour of God, and life 
everlafting (by faith) in the mercy of God, thorow the 
moft precious blood of his deare Sonne, Jefus Chrift, 
our alone Saviour and Redemer, to whome be praife for 
ever ! 

Spud. Now muft I needs fay, as the wyfe king Salomon 
faid, all things are vaine and tranfitorie, and nothing is per- 
manent under the fonne: the workes of men are unperfect 
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and lead to deftruction, their exercyfes are vaine and wicked 
altogether. 

Wherfore I, fetting apart all the vanities of this lyfe, will 
from hencefoorth confecrate my felfe to the fervice of my 
God, and to follow him in his woord, which onely is perma- 
nent and leadeth unto life. 

And I moft hartelie thanke the Lord God for your good 
company this day, and for your grave inftructions; promifing, 
by the affiftance of God his grace, to followe and obey them 
to my poffible power all the daies of my life. 

Philo. God give you grace fo to do, and every Chriften 
man els, and to avoid all the vanities and deceivable plea- 
fures of this life ; for certenly they tread the path to eternal 
deftruction, both of body and foule for ever, to as many as 
obey them, 

For it is unpoffible to wallowe in the delights and plea- 
fures of this world, and to lyve in joy for ever in the king- 
dom of heaven. And thus we, having fpent the daye, and 
alfo confummate our jorney, we muft now depart, befeaching 
God that we may both meete againe in the kingdome of 
Heaven, there to raigne and lyve with him for ever, through 

Jefus Chrifte our Lorde ; to whome, with the 
Father and the holy Spirit, be 
all honour and glorie 
for ever more. 
Amen. 


PINTS. 


The joyes of 
this life tread 
the path to 
death. 


Letter 
In B 
In B 
In.D 
In D 
eke ®, 
In F 


In F 
In F 
In I 
Poe 
in I 


Page Line Fault 

vij 6 the in Lord 

ag 5 what is ther 
4 3 1nittmur 

xilll g  tante meriades 
XV 16 fupplyed 

i 19 read thus: 


PRULTS “ESCAPED UN PRINTING. 


Correction 
in the Lord 
whatthingisthere 
nitimur 
tanteque meryades 


applyed 


Spud. 1 pray you fhew me the opinions of the 
Fathers, concerning this coloring of faces. 


1 3 
XV] 5 
ilj 26 
il ey 
vilj 16 


Antiquities 
pefterning 
refug meat 
patrings 
appetitum 


Antiques 
peftering 
refufe meate 
parings 
appetite 


ve NF YF 


SERS SUG eh aba 


jaded SSG 1D) he 


TUBER, LIMO sili delat 


A golden methode, how to vfe 
the minde in pleafant and pro- 
fitable exercife : 


Wherein 1s contained fpeciall principles fit for the higheft 
to imitate, and the meaneft to put in practife, 
how beft to [pend the wearie winters nights, or 
the longeft fummers euenings, in honeft 
and delightfull recreation : 


Wherein we may learne to auoide idleneffe and wanton 
fcurrilitie, which diuers appoint as the end 
of their paftimes. 


Heerein are interlaced three merrie and neceffarie adifcourfes 
fit for our time: with certaine pleafant Hiftories 
and tragicall tales, which may breed delight 
to all, and offence to none. 


Ommne tulit punctum, qui mifcutt vile dulce. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Wuar follows is one of Robert Greene’s later productions, 
because four years afterwards he died in great poverty and 
misery. If search were made in the registries of Norwich, 
it is probable that the date of his birth might be ascertained, as 
in that city he first saw the light, and he was fond of stating 
that he was a Norfolk man. His birth can hardly be fixed 
earlier than 1560 (making him some four years older than 
Shakespeare), as he took his degree of A.B. at St. John’s 
College, Cambridge, in 1578, became M.A. at Clare Hall in 1083, 
and was admitted ad ewndem at Oxford in 1588—the date when 
the pamphlet before us was published. It seems probable that 
he always subsisted mainly by his pen; and we do not for a 
moment believe the assertion that he was at one time in orders, 
that he held the living of Walkington, and still less that he was 
one of Queen Elizabeth’s chaplains in 1576, only one year after 
he had been entered at St. John’s College. (‘“ Greene’s Works,” 
1,iv.) A coincidence of two such common names proves nothing. 

When, then, did he begin to write? “ Mamillia’, dated 1583, 
has hitherto been considered his oldest production ; but as early 
as the 20th March 1581, two years before he took his Master’s 
degree, we found an entry at Stationers’ Hall where the name of 
Greene is interlined, and which attributes to him “a ballad,’ 
entitled thus minutely—‘ Youth seeing all his ways so trouble- 
some, abandoning Virtue and leaning to Vice, recalleth his 
former follies with an inward Repentance.” If this memorandum 
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refer to our author’s “ Groats-worth of Wit, bought with a mil- 
lion of Repentance”, or to his “‘ Farewell to Folly”, it shows that 
they were in existence considerably before their appearance in 
print in 1591 and 1592. We do not believe that it applies to 
either of them, but to a separate and kindred poetical work, 
which has not come down to us. See “ Bibliogr. Catalogue’, 
1865, vol. ii, p. 816. The “ ballad’? must have been written 
while Greene was still at Cambridge ; and it may have had, even 
then, a personal application. 

Although in various of his works, particularly in his “‘ Never 
too Late” (which is full of curious information, well deserving 
reproduction in its first shape) Greene laments over the “ faults 
and follies of his youth,” he never seems to have reformed ; and 
his death, in September 1592, was owing to a debauch of which 
he and some of his friends partook, and from the effects of which 
he never recovered. 

His “‘ Perimedes”’ was evidently a hasty production, written in 
a rather careless and, in some respects, easy style: it has more 
simplicity (in accordance with the two main characters) than was 
usual with Greene, but at the same time it is full of most in- 
appropriate classical and other references, with an abundance 
of conceited and fanciful allusions, proceeding from what a 
contemporary humorously called Greene’s “mint for the coinage 
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of beasts, birds, and fishes,” with such properties as were conve- 
nient for the illustration of his subject. 

Although Greene calls the poems at the end “ bad sonnets,” 
they are among the most natural and graceful pieces of the kind. 


J. PAYNE COLLIER. 


Eee Olay Sea 


To the Right worfhip. Gerais Chfton Efquire, 
Robert Greene wifheth increafe of worfhip 


and Vertue. 


O fooner, Right worfhipfull, was Alexander come to 
ripe yeares, but his father Philip prefented him a 

booke and a horfe,; the one, to fignifie his delight in letters ; 
the other, his defire to martiall indeuours: Pallas had hir 
Jpeare, and hir pen, counted as well the patroneffe of Jchol- 
lers, as of fouldiers ; and Alexander, forenamed, no fooner 
laide off his helinet, but hee tooke in hand Homers Ihades : 
fearfe come from handling his weapon with his matfer 
Parmenio, but he fell to parlee of fiudie with his Tutor 
Ariftotle; counting the profit that hee reaped by philofophie, 
little leffe then the gaines he got by his great conqueft. Thefe 
premises confidered, hearing how your worfhip, in the prime 
of your youth, not onely delighted in martiall actiuity, but 
fauored the fiudy of good letters, as a Maecenas and patron 
of fuch vertuous labours, I refolued, if I could not hang at 
the faryne of Apollo beautifull infiruments, yet to deck his 
aulters with Bay garlands: and tf my want hindred me 
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JSrom offering to Minerua great volumes, yet I aducntured to 
Jirew her temple with loofe papers: though my abilitie was 
not fufficient to prefent your worfhip with any worke worth 
the viewing, yet I prefumed, as fourred forward by the report 
of your courtepeand fame of your vertues, to dedicate this 
Little pamphlet to your worfhip, conteyning the tattle betweene 
a Smith and his wife, full of diuerfe precepts interlaced with 
delightfull hiftories ; which if they profit fome, and pleafe 
others, let them returne the end of both to your worfhtp, for 
whome this worke was firft taken in hand: but how/foeuer tt 
delights or difcontents, fo it fit your humour, and paffe with 
your gratious acceptance, I fhall hit the marke I aimed ae 


and fo, leaft I fhould Jhape Hercules /hoo Jor a childs foote, 
! commit your worfhip to the Almightie. 


Your worfhips to command, 


ROBERT GREENE. 


To the Gentlemen readers, 


Flealth. 


ENTLEMEN, I dare not ftep awrye from my wonted 
method, firft to appeale to your fauorable courte- 

fies, which euer I haue found (howfoeuer plawfible) yet 
{mothered with a milde filence: the {mall pamphlets that 
I haue thruft forth, how you haue regarded them I know 
not, but that they haue been badly rewarded with any ill 
tearmes I neuer found, which makes me the more bold to 
trouble you, and the more bound to reft yours euerye waie, 
as euer I haue done. I keepe my old courfe, to palter up 
fome thing in profe, vfing mine old poefie ftill, Orne tulzt 
punctum ; although latelye two Gentlemen Poets made two 
mad men of Rome beate it out of their paper bucklers ; 
and had it in derifion, for that I could not make my verfes 
iet vpon the ftage, in tragicall bufkins, euerie worde filling 
the mouth like the faburden of Bo-Bell, daring God out of 
heauen with that Atheift Zamburlan, or blafpheming with 
the mad preeft of the fonne. But let me rather openly 
pocket vp the Affe at Dzogenes hand, then wantonlye fet 


out fuch impious inftances of intollerable poetrie : fuch mad 


iV 
and fcoffing poets, that haue propheticall fpirits as bred of 
Merlins race, if there be anye in England that fet the end 
of {collarifme in an Englifh blanck verfe, I thinke either it» 
is the humor of a nouice that tickles them with felfe-loue, 
or to much frequenting the hot houfe (to vfe the Germaine 
prouerbe) hath fwet out all the greateft part of their wits, 
which wafts gradatim, as the Italians fay, poco & poco. If 
I fpeake darkely, Gentlemen, and offend with this digref- 
fion, I craue pardon, in that I but anfwere in print, what 
they haue offered on the Stage. But leauing thefe phantaf- 
ticall {chollers, as judging him that is not able to make 
choice of his chaffer but a pedling chapman, at laft to 
Perymedes the Black Smith, who fitting in his holi-dai-fute, 
to enter parlee with his wif, f{mugd up in her beft apparrell, 
I prefent to your fauors. If he pleafe, I haue my defire ; if 
he but paffe, I fhalbe glad. If neither, I vowe to make 
amends in my Oepharion, which I promife to make you 
merry with the next tearme: and thus refting on your 


wonted courtefies, I bid you farewell. 


Yours as euer he hath beene, 


R. GREENE. 
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AU R. GREENE, GENTILHOMME, 


SONNET. 


Euphues qui a bien connu fils-arfné & Eloquence, | 
Son propre frere puifné te pourroit reconnotftre 
Par tes beaux efcrits, GREENE, tu fats apparotfire 

Oue de la docte Seur tu as pris ta naiffance. 

Marot & de-Mornay pour le langage Frangots : 

Pour VE paignol Gueuare, Boccace pour le Tofcan ; 
Et le gentil Sleidan refait PAllemanda: 

GREENE & Lylli tous deux raffineurs del Anglots. 

GREENE a fon Marefchal monftrant fon arte divine, 
Moulée d'une belle Idée: fa plume efforee 
Vole vifte & haute en parolle empennee ; 

Son ftile d'un beau difcours portant la vrate mine. 

Courage, donc je-dis, mon amy GREENE, courage ! 
Mefprife des chiens, corbeaux et chathuans la rage, 
Et (glorieux) endure leur malignante furve. { | 

Zoyle arriere, arriere Momus chien enrage, 
Furieux maftin hurlant au croifant argente, 


A GREENE tamais nuyre faurott ta calomnte. 


J. ELIOTE. 
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Ride MWe DESe 


TPXHERE dwelled, as the annual records of Egypt makes 

mention, in the Citie of Memphis, a poore man 
called Perymedes, whome Fortune enuying from his in- 
fancie, had fo thwarted with contrarie conftellation, that 
although hee had but his wyfe and him felfe to releue by 
his manuell labours, yet want had fo wrong him by the 
finger, that ofte the greateft cheere they had was hungar, 
and their fweeteft fauce content : yet Fame, willing to fup- 
plie what fortune had faulted with defe&t, fo rewarded 
poore Perymedes with the glorie of report, that he was not 
onely loued and liked of all his neighbours, but knowen 
for his contented pouertie through all the confines of 
Egypt. The man coueting, although hee were poore, to be 
counted vertuous, firft efchewed idleneffe, the moath that 
foreft and fooneft infeéteth the mynde with many mif- 
chiefs, and applied him felfe fo to his woorke, being a 
fmith, that he thought no victualles to haue their tafte 
which were not purchafed by his own fweate. Proude he 
was not, as one whome pouertie had checked with to great 
difgrace ; and yet we fee that felfe loue hanges in the heart, 
not in the habite, that Plato durft say (Calco faftidinm 
Duogenis) meaning that the poore Cynick was as infolent 
in his patcht cloake, as Alexander the great in all his roy- 
altie. Enuie, of all other vices hee did efchewe, as a 
cancker fo peftilent to an honeft minde, that it fuffereth 


2 ==> wg 


SS 


= 
) 
: si 
In ne A a ame 


8 Perymedes the 


quiet not fo much as to pry into the motions of the heart. 
Couetous he was not, as one that fought by his handes 
thrift to fatisfie his owne neceffitie; and if any furplufage 
were graunted by good lucke, hee flept not foundly on 
faturday at night, till he, his wife, and his neighbours had 
merilie and honeftlie fpent it at a homelie banquet. He 
wanted nothing, as one that againft all fpight of Fortune 
oppofed patience, and againft neceffitie content: and yet 
Fortune, that fhe might not be thought to iniurious, in lieu 
of all her other disfauours, lent him a wife of his owne con- 
ditions, whome he loued more then himfelfe ; for the poore 
woman, although fhe was barren and had no children, yet 
was fhe of a verie pure and perfeét complexion, and withall 
of fuch good behauiour, firft in loue and dutie to her huf- 
band, and then in friendly and familiar conuerfation with 
her neighbourrs, that fhee was thought a wife fit for fo 
honeft a husband. Thefe two, thus beloued of all the inha- 
bitants of Memphis, prefcribed them felues fuch an order of 
life, as diuerfe men of great calling fought to be carefull 
imitators of their methode : for fuffring no priuate jarres to 
come within their poore cottage, as a thing moft prejudi- 
tiall to an oeconomicall eftate, no fooner had thefe two 
paft away the day, he at his hammers, and fhe at the bel- 
lowes, for boy they had none, but that fitting them felues 
to fupper, they fatisfied nature with that their labour did 
get, and their calling allow; and no fooner had they taken 
their repaft, but to paffe the reft of the evening merely, 
they fell to pleafant chatte betweene them felues, fometime 
difcourfing of what came firft in their heads, with pro & 
contra, as their naturall logick would graunt them leaue, 
other while with merie tales, honeft, and tending to fome 
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good end, without either lafci[ui]oufneffe or fcurilitie. Thus 
euer they paffed away the night; and for that the Egyptians, 
as a great monument, kept diuerfe of their difcourfes, which 
fome by chance had ouerheard, and put downe as a jewell 
in their librarie, I meane, as their recordes doe rehearfe, to 
fet downe in brief two of their nightsprattle, which al- 
though homely tolde, yet being honeft and pleafant, I 
thought they would breade fome conceipted delight to the 
hearers, and therefore thus. 


Lhe firft nightes difcourfe. 


No fooner had Perymedes and his wyfe Delia, for fo was 
her name, ended their dayes worke, and taken their repatt, 
but fitting’ fately in, thei fimple cottage by -a: little fire, 
Perymedes began thus folemnly and fadlie to enter into a 
difcourfe. I can not thinke, wife, but if we meafure all our 
actions with a true proportion, that wee haue fupt as 
daintely as the proudeft in all the cittie of Memphis; for 
the ende of delicates is but to fatisfie nature, which is fo 
partiall in hir defires, that were not our vitious mindes 
drowned in gluttonie, content would feale vpp hir requeft 
with a very fmall pittance: but fuch is the courfe of the 
world now a daies, that euerie man feekes, with Philoxenus, 
to have his necke as long as a crane, that he may with 
more pleafure fwill in the fweete taft of their fuperfluous 
deinties. But, wife, fince I can remember here in Memphis, 
Pfamnetichus, our king, was of fo fparing a diet, that being 
demaunded by an ambaffadour what caters he had for his 
houfhold, made anfwere, his cooke and his ftomake; in 
feeming by this, that his cooke bought no more in the 
fhambles than woulde fatisfie what his ftomack defired. 
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But now, wife, euery meane man muft be fo curious in his 
fare, that we are rather to be counted Epicurians than 
Fegiptians; and our Chaldees haue more {kill in a cup of 
wine than in a librarie: which fuperfluitie bredeth both 
beggerie to manie, and difeafes to all. For fo they drowne 
them felues in the bottomleffe fea of gluttonie, as at laft 
they make their bodies a fubje¢ct for the phyfition; thinking 
that the temperature of their complexions can neuer be 
well affected, vnleffe their ftomacks bee made a verie apo- 
tecaries fhoppe, by receiuing a multitude of fimples and 
drugges, fo to fettle their wauering conftitution. Thofe men 
that wed them felues to fuch inordinate exceffe, finde di- 
uerfe and fondrie paffions to torment the ftomack and all 
the body; which no fooner paynes them, but {traight, as 
experience is a great miftreffe, they calculate the nature of 
the difeafe, and ftraight flye to purging, to phlebotomie, to 
fomentacions, and fuch medicinall decretalls, according to 
the interiour or exteriour nature of the difeafe ; where as 
perhaps fome flender fault is the efficient caufe of fuch a 
momentanie paflion, better to be cured by time than phy- 
fick. But exceffe in diet (wife) breedeth this reftleffe de- 
fire, and fo manie are the difeafes incident by our owne 
fuperfluities, that euerie one had neede to haue an herball 
tied at his girdle. Well, I haue heard my father fay, that he 
was but one daie ficke in all his life time, being then alfo 
through ouer much labour fallen into a feauer. And this 
perfect temperature of the bodie did not proceede from the 
diuerfities of potions and daintie delicates, but by a true 
roportion of exercife and diet; which Zeno, the philo- 
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lopher, noted well to be true, who beeing. of a verie weake 
and tender conftitution, fubiect oft to fickneffe, yet neuer 
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kept his bed, being demaunded of a Lacedemonian, what 
prefervatives he did ufe, Zeno, willing to be briefe in his 
anfweres, fhewed them a peece of bread and a difh of water, 
with a ftrong bowe of f{teele; meaning by this enigma to 
difcouer vnto them, that he raced out his difeafes by exer- 
cife and fafting, as two efpeciall pointes neceffarie for the 
perfecting of mans health. 

You fay truth, husband, quoth Delia; for oft haue I 
heard my mother fay, that three thinges are the chiefeft 
delicates, which who fo vfeth fhall liue long and happely, 
hunger, quiet, and mirth; but to auer your fayings to be 
true, euerie one feekes to attaine the contrarie, which 
caufeth fuch fodaine death and perilous difeafes: mo pe- 
rifh by gluttonie than by the fworde, for in fteade of 
hunger men feeke to fatisfie nature with exceffe; for quiet, 
enuie at others happineffe prefentes a ftratageme, for 
mirth melancholie, and couetous humours how mott 
erecdily to gaine. Thus euerie one feekes that time and 
experience proues moft prejudiciall; but the time hath 
bene, yea, Perymedes, and within my remembrance, when 
the inhabitantes of Memphis knewe not what ryot and ill 
diet ment, but euery man, applying him felfe to frugalitie, 
coueted to be thought honeft and vertuous, where as, nowe 
a daies, the meaneft doth defire to be thought proud and 
fumptuous. While Numa Pompilius banifhed exceffe out 
of Rome, there was no drugges brought to the cittie from 
Africa: while Romulus drunke no wine, exceffe was not 
noted amongft his fubjects; neither had a phyfition any 
palme in his dominions, till his fucceffors Caligula, Nero, 
and the reft, affigned trophees and triumphs for fuch as 
beft could play the part of epicures. And becaufe, my good 
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Perymedes, we be fet alone by the fire (and with this fhe 
recht him a friendlie Bezo les labros), and none here but 
our felues, thou fhalt fee what long I haue kept clofe in my 
cheft,—certaine precepts of phyfick that long fince were 
giuen by one of the Caldees to Pharao, the laft king of 
Memphis of that firename: which, for that they were preti- 
ous as wel for the doétrine as the methode, I haue kept 
them as dere as I did my virginitie before I met thee. And 
with that fhe hied her to her hutch, where fhe fet out an 
olde peece of parchment, where was written as followeth : 


Certaine preceptes of houfhold phyfick, given by R abby 
Bendezzar, one of the Chaldees, to Pharao, the 
king of Memphis. 


Confidering, right mightie foueraigne, that dutie brook- 
eth not exceptions of time, but that the reuerent feruice of 
an honeft minde is tied to his lord as carefully in fickneffe 
as in health, although want, the enemy to defire, hath not 
{ftored my librarie with Galen, Auicen, nor Hyppocrates, 
yet dutifull affection, willing to make fupplie, prefented 
from the garden of my thoughts certeine receipts, com- 
pounded of fundrie fimples, which I befeech your highneffe 
to apply as fhall beft ftand with your fauourable opinion. 

Firft, to prefent an aphorifme, which Auicen erudged to 
pen down, as an enemie to that fcience, receiue twenty 
ounces of merrie conceipts, pounded in the mortar of a 
quiet refolution: vfe this pouder in your morning and 
cuening potions, forbearing to much exercife of minde, as 
prejudiciall to the body: fith the world, the paimiftreffe of 
vertuous indeuours, hath all her coffers filled with forgetfull 
ingratitude. 
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2. And fith fickneffe defires companie, and fondrie forts 
prefentes them felues to a folitarie man, vfe a charme fo 
pretious, as Galen feared to bewray amidft his principles: 
write over your chamber dore in filuer letters, Megue me- 
dicus ft morofus. By this fpell you fhall forbid Melancholie 
entrance, the foreft enemie to mans helth, whofe opera- 
tions, as they are fecret, fo they are mortall. If this fhould 
faile, receiue an experiment confirmed with Probatum eft. 
Take the fweete herbe called pleafant content ; with that 
make a perfume about your bed chamber and where you 
dyne: the favour of this is as fure a repulfe to exile melan- 
cholie, as the oftracifme was to the noble of Athens. 

3. Science, a monfter that wayteth upon oportunitie, 
prefents by her felfe to a ficke perfon in fondrie fhapes, 
fome breeding proffit, others prejudice to auoide hir illu- 
fion. Note this: when fhe comes witha plawfible fpeech, hir 
attier black in damafke or veluet, a fide gowne, a large 
cape, holding in the one hand a glaffe of goates milke to 
reftore, in the other fome fecret drug to purge fufpect, and 
graunt no admittaunce, vnleffe you fee about her three 
markes :—in hir forehead the figure of myrth, in hir bofome 
the pourtraiture of confcience, and the mouth of her purfe 
fealed with the fignet of content, marked thus: vfe hir as a 
friend, and fend hir away rewarded. 

4. In that fickneffe is paffionate, and choller, the heralt 
of melancholie, infli¢teth many griefes by ouerflowing of 
the gall, to fuppreffe his enuious furie, take an herbe of a 
mild fauour, yet verie precious, called patience: his vertue 
is reftrictiue and expulfiue, knitting content to the minde, 
and driuing out difquiet from the thoughtes. 

5. The auncient Alcumifts repofed great truft in their 
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philofophers ftone, as the moft neceffarie jewell to drawe 
out quinteffes for reftoratiues. But our late phifitions haue 
found out a fingular minerall, called Hope; applie this to 
your ftomack as a foveraine fimple againft difquiet and’ 
feare, two paffions incident to many patients. 

6. Albertus Magnus, in his Secrets, fets downe the nature 
of fundrie herbes, fome to procure mirth, other fleepe, ac- 
cording to their particular vertues; but our late prac- 
ticioners haue found a roote, whofe operation compre- 
hendeth all thofe properties which they call Hearts eafe: 
this applie to your left fide, both day and night, in fickneffe 
and in health, as a defenforie again{ft enfuing griefes, a 
preferuer of prefent quiet, and a medecine generall for any 
paffionate difeafe. Thus, right mightie foveraigne, though 
not as a phifition, for that our times and diets brooke not 
hir axiomes, yet as a poore and dutifull wellwiller, I haue 
fet downe fondrie fimples fit for receites; which if it fhall 
ftand with your highneffe good liking to applie, I fhall reft, 
as euer I haue done, an earneft futer to the Almightie, that 
their operation may take wifhed effect, as well for reco- 
uerie, as for preferuing your health. 

RABBY BENDEZZAR. 


They had no fooner feanned over this wryting, but 
Perymedes began to accufe the iniquitie of their time, that 
had made fuch difference in medicinal precepts, and there- 
fore burft forth into thefe tearmes. Well, wife, thus fares 
the courfe of the worlde, to decline euer to the wortt, for 
when Rabby Bendezzar fet downe thefe principles to Pha- 
rao, no doubt epicures had not yet ereéted any academie 
in Egypt; but fince his time, exceffe hath taken fuch an 


Pee oo ae 


Black Smuth. 15 


intereft in the mindes of men, that his reafons would be 
counted follies, in that every axiome fheweth not the art of 
an apothecarie. But leaving fuch to their follies, how hap- 
pies are we that-eaterto’ les and ite notstar cates; who 
count it a banquet to fuffice nature with any thing, hauing 
our health, when greater potentates are pained with fur- 
fets. Well, husband, quoth Delia, feeing we are content 
with our pouertie, and make a vertue of neceffitie, let vs not 
(z2mets altum fapere) {tretch our f{trings fo hie as to medle 
with our fuperiours, but reft quiet at the delight of our 
owne eftate: and therefore, feeing the night is yet long, and 
our fire is like to laft, and this difcourfe fufficiently dif- 
cuffed, fay husband, how {hall we fpende the reft of the 
euening ? for what you fet downe I hold for lawe. In 
deede, | wile; “quoth, Perymedes, it is all’ medline ‘further 
than the latchet: the fox had his {kin pulled over his eares 
for prying into the lyons dennes: poore men fhould looke 
noshier then? their teete, lealt\ intitarine.at ftarres» they. 
{ftumble. If others offend and become vitious that are rich, 
it little booteth vs that are poore to reprehend them, for it 
reapeth often reuenge, but the beft reward is enuie, Cly- 
tus, who was a mightie lord and friend to Alexander, was 
flayne for his good admonition: mightie men cannot 
brooke the touch of their ill, and, therefore, wife, we will 
this night paffe away the time in telling fome pleafant and 
merie tale ; fo fhall we beguile the euening with fome plea- 
fure, efchewe idleneffe, the welfpring of many mifchiefes, 
and banifh vaine thoughtes that breede difquiet and dif- 
content. My felfe will tell one, and thou fhalt tell another. 
Delia by being filent feemed to confent, and fo Perymedes 
began his tale in this manner. 
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In the kingdom of Tyre, while Euribates reigned as 
foueraine, there gouerned vnder him as his lieutenant one 
Preftynes, a noble man, better beloued for his juftice then 
fauoured by fortune; who, hauing a ladie of no leffe pa- 
rentage than vertue, and yet accounted the moft honorable 
matron in all the Eaft parts, liued peaceably in his pro- 
uince, till Voltarus, king of Sydon, attempted the inuafion 
of Tyre, and finding fortune favourable to his defires, made 
a conqueft of the lande, killing Euribates, and leading 
Preftynes prifoner to Sydon. Which newes no fooner came 
to the eares of his wife Mariana, for fo was hir name, but 
fearing the violent handes of the enemy, being big with 
childe, and hauing an other of two yeares of age, fhee, with 
a fewe jewels which fhe had kept fecret in a cafket, im- 
barked hir felf in a little frigot, intending hir courfe to 
Lippary, where hir friends dwelt. But fortune, who ment to 
make hir a mirrour of hir inconftancie, as it were entring a 
league with Neptune, droue hir vpon the coaft of Deca- 
polis, wher perforce fhe was forft to lande; not remaining on 
fhoare three dayes, before, in the companie of an other gen- 
tlewoman that was nourfe to hir fonne, fhe was brought to 
bed of a man childe, whome fhe called Infortunio, Dif- 
treffed thus, fhe paft away many daies till a faire winde 
might ferue to tranfport hir to Lippary ; which comming 
about according to the marriners minde, they caufed the 
lady to fende hir two infants aborde with their nourfe, fhe 
hir felfe folitarilie walking by the fhoare till the cockboate 
came againe to fetch hir. But the deftinies, who are im- 
partiall in their refolutions, hauing intended a worfe 
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mifhap, gaue hir a forer mate in this maner: no fooner had 
they {hipped the fely babes, but that a barke of Courfayres 
and pyrates came by, who, feeing this fhip not greatly 
manned for defence, bare towardes it, and borded it, carry- 
ing away both veffell and marriners as a pryfe; which 
Mariana feeing, fhe fent foorth fhrikes as intreaties to per- 
{wade them to retourne, and moft pittifull renting of hir 
hayre made fignes of hir forrowes ; but in vaine, for the gat 
nothing but dolefull echoes of hir complaints, which ftrake 
fuch a grief into hir minde, that the fell downe in a founde, 
till at laft comming to her felfe, finding fhe was deprived 
of husband, children, countrie, friends, yea, and left all 
alone in a defert, furcharged with eriefe, fhe fat her downe 
by the fhoare, and fell into thefe piteous paffions. 
Infortunate Mariana! whome fortune, or fome contrarie 
fate above fortune, hath fought to make a fpeciall object of 
hapleffe and diftreffed miferie, feeft thou not a difmall in- 
fluence to inflict a difpairing chaos of confufed mifhaps ? 
art thou not firft by the vniuft deftinies bereft of Preftines 
thy husband, exiled thy countrey, a place as precious as 
life, feperated from thy friends, the fweeteft comfort, but 
nowe deprived of thy children, in whofe companie there 
did confift the falve for all the forenamed miferies ? Ah; 
Mariana! figh and fob at thefe forrowes; but what auayles 
fhowers when the harueft is paft, or griefe when aétions 
cannot be amended by paffions? Nowe Mariana, doeft 
thou fee that fortune, that fiend and graceleffe monfter, the 
double faced daughter of Janus, whofe pleafure is incon- 
{ftancie, whofe thoughts are variable, whofe temples are 
{trewed with rofes and nettles, and whofe facrifices fauour 
of moft infectious incenfes, are not all hir gifts perilous, 
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feeme they never fo pretious? doth fhe inriche thee with 
treafure, feare that in the other hande fhe holdes pouertie 
to checke thy prefumption ; doth she aduaunce thee with 
honor and dignitie, knowe fuch fauours are brittle, and hir 
braveft feates are made of glaffe; if with friends, alas, she 
prefents amidft their troupes fained affections and flatterie. 
Thus euerie way hir favours are mortall, and the more glif- 
tring, the more prejudicial. Too late, poore ladie, haft 
thou tried thefe premiffes for trueth, thy felfe an inftance 
of hir inconftancie: what then shalt thou do, being thus 
infortunate ? hope thou canft not, fith thy prefent mishap 
tels thee fortune hath refolued thine overthrowe. Difpaire 
then, Mariana; difpaire and die; fo shalt thou glut the 
ruthleffe deftinies with a moft balefull ftratageme. Since 
thy husband, thy children, haue bene the firft actors, end 
thou defperatly fuch a dolefull tragedie: let fortune fee 
how thou fcornes to be infortunate: feare not death, which 
is the ende of forrowe and beginning of bliffe, but to thee, 
Mariana, that lying in diftreffe, yet dye happie: let not 
difpaire euer enter within thy thoughts; grace not fortune 
fo much in hir wilfulneffe; bee patient, and fo fpight hir 
with content, for hir greatest griefe is to fee hir croffes 
borne with an indifferent minde. Time, Mariana, is the 
nourfe of hope, and oft thwarteth fortune in hir decrees: 
then, chere vp thy felfe, and leade here a folitarie life in this 
defert, with fuch patience, as making a vertue of neceffiitie, 
thou drowne all difpairing conceipts with content. I, but 
alas, my children, my poore babes, fcarfe knowen to for- 
tune, before enuied by fortune! And with that cafting hir 
eye to the fea, fhe was fo ouerpreffed with forrowe, as fhe 
could not vtter any worde more, but melting into teares 
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fat a long time in fecret and forrowefull meditation, till at 
laft with a deepe figh fhee groned forth thefe wordes, 
hope and patience. And with that fhe rofe, and refolued to 
liue as a fauage woman, till death, or fome better deftinie, 
might mitigate fome part of hir martyrdome. In this 
refolution, fhe went and fought her out a caue, which 
fhe trimmed vp with boughes, making her, in fteede of hir 
beddes of downe, a couch of moffe and leaues ; hir fauce 
was hunger, hir foode the fruites of the earth. And thus 
she lay there by the fpace of two or three yeere, vnfeene, 
or vnknowen of any bodie. Fortune, not brooking hir owne 
bitterneffe, feeing how patient the ladie was in hir miferies, 
determined to adde fome reliefe to hir paffions, which shee 
brought to paffe in this manner. The Defpot of Deca- 
polis and his wife, for folace fake, being one day rode on 
hunting, by chaunce, in purfute of a {ftagge which they had 
in chace, loft their way, and happened into that defert ; 
where they had not wandered long but they met Mariana 
in fauage manner, almoft naked, her haire of amber couler 
hanging downe to hir feete, hir face shriueled and parched 
with the funne; in fo much as thus difguifed and deformed, 
as well with hir ill diet and the weather as with hir for- 
rowe, fhee feemed fome Satire, borne and bread in that 
defert. The Defpot and his wife, amazed at this fodaine 
fight, ftoode ftill, narrowly marking the gefture of Ma- 
riana, who was playing with a little fawne which fhe had 
nourfed vp; till at laft fhe, cafting vp her eyes and feeing 
them there, arofe haftely, and was ready to depart ; but the 
Defpot, who defired to know what fhe might be, drawing 
more nie, perceiued by the lineament of hir face that fhe 
had bene a woman of good proportion, began to falute hir 
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in this maner. Woman, Satyre, Nymphe, or whatfoeuer 
thou be that liueft thus as a fauage creature in the de- 
ferts, tell me of courtefie, as to a {traunger that pitties thy 
eftate, whether thou be bred here, and fo naturally wedded 
to this brutifh kinde of life, or if fome misfortune hath led 
thee to this extreeme mifhap, that fo either I may marueile 
at fuch a ftrange breede, or els both pittie and feeke to re- 
liefe thy miferie? Mariana, hearing the Defpot fpeake thus 
honorably and friendly, made no anfwere at all, but ftaring 
in his face, called to remembraunce hir former eftate, and 
fhamed at hir prefent wretchedneffe; fo that the teares 
{ftanding in hir eyes, the burden of ouermuch forrowe made 
hir a long while filent, yet at laft, comming more nere, fhe 
made him this anfwere. 

Curteous ftraunger, if I ouerflip either dutie or reuerence 
due to thy calling, thinke my fauage life leades me to fuch 
ignorance, and therefore the more worthie of pardon; but 
whatfoeuer thou be, king or keifar, know this: I am no 
Satyr, but a woman diftreffed, and placed here by the enuie 
of fortune, where time and patience hath learned me to liue 
content: for thy pitie I returne thankes, as one whome 
thefe woodes haue not yet pierced with ingratitude ; for thy 
reliefe I refufe it as a thing contrarie to my refolution, for 
in this life I meane to die. No foner had fhe made this 
reply, but fhe was tourning hir back, had not the Defpots 
wife intreated hir to tell the courfe of hir abode in thefe 
defertes, and of what parentage fhee was. Mariana, hearing 
the ladie pitifull though importunate, began to refolue hir 
in this maner. Madame, for no leffe your countenance and 
behauiour imports, long it were to difcourfe of my former 
eftate, and a tafke worfe than death to recount my misfor- 
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tunes, fith the rubbing of halfe healed fcarres would but 

renewe olde foores, which should greue me greatlie to re- 

hearfe, and would little proffit you to heare. Yet fomewhat Ieuitabile 
to fatisfie your demand, know I once tafted of honor, as fatum. | 
defcended from noble parentes, and as you, and felt my | 
felfe fafe, feated in pleafure: welth I had, as fauoured with Po 
rich poffeffions, but nowe fates that cannot be auoyded, and_ Riches not hae 
fortune that will be miftreffe of hir decrees, taught me Soren 
honor was brittle, and riches as bloffomes that euerie froft 

of fortune can’ caufe to wither; fo that both dishonored 

and poore, yet I liue more happie, for that I haue oppofed 

my minde againft all mishaps, not caring for fortune, be- 

caufe too low for fortune. Thus, madame, you haue heard 

what I haue bene, and fee what prefently I am. The 

Defpot, feeing she would faine be gone, hearing she was of 
honorable parentage, ftept more nigh and tooke hir-by the 

hand, adiuring by the loue she euer bare to him she liked 

beft, that she would tell hir name, hir countrie, and the 

caufe of hir aboade in thefe deferts. Mariana, a long while 
vnwilling and yet at laft ouercome with their impor- 

tunacie, difcourfed vnto them whofe wife she was, and 

from point to point difcouered the fore rehearfed premifes. 

The Defpot and his wife, who knew very well Preftines, Courtefe 
hearing fuch a tragicall cataftrophe, tooke fuch compaffion Ones 
of the ladie, that, fitting downe by hir, they fell into teares; 
which ouerpaft, they fought by perfwafions to driue hir 

from that miferable refolution, the Defpots wife offring hir 

to be fecond ladie and miftreffe in hir houfe, wher she should 

be entertained, not as a friend only, but as hir own fifter. 
Mariana was thankefull, but not to be intreated, till at 

laft wonne with fuch earneft proteftations, fhe graunted to 
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go with them ; which greatly contented the Defpot, fo that 
cafting his mantell about hir, and taking hir vp behind him, 
he roade forward to feeke his companie, whome when he 
had found, leauing all his fport, he hied home to his houfe, | 
a ioyfull man of fuch an incounter. Where we leaue him, 
and retourne to the Courfayers and pyrates ; who, comming 
at laft with their pryfe to Japhet, a promontorie feated by 
the fea, they folde the nourfe and the two children to the 
gouernour of the citie, who was called Lamorag, being 
brother to the Despot of Decapolis ; who, when they came 
to age, kept them vp as flaues, fetting them to all kinde of 
drudgerie. The nourfe, although of meane parentage yet 
paffing wife, feared to betray from whence the children 
were iffued, and therefore called them hir owne fonnes, 
naming the eldeft, whofe name was Caftriot, Procidor ; but 
the yongeft fhe fuffered to retaine his fyrname. The 
children, thus kept feruile and miferable, being come to 
fome yeares of difcretion, their nourfe tolde the eldeft 
whofe fonne he was, charging him vpon his life not to be- 
wray his progenie, leaft it might be greatly preiudiciall to 
his eftate, but to content him felfe with hope till time 
did allowe better fortune. Procidor, for fo we will now 
call him, as he grewe in yeares, fo he grew in wifedome, 
that he couertly concealed what his nourfe gaue him in 
charge: and as the palme tree cannot be brought from 
his height by preffing downe, nor the diamont bereaued of 
his vertue, though he be fet in braffe, fo Procidor, al- 
though he was in the ftate of a flaue, poore, miferable, and 
acquainted with labours, yet his minde reaching at honor 
began to be impatient of commande. So that in a day, 
finding fit oportunitie, without taking his leaue of his 
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nourfe, he fhipt him felfe in a barke of Alexandria, to 
feeke his fortune; where, paffing away three or foure yeeres 
at the feas, and getting little or no preferment, hearing aifo 
that his father (whome he fuppofed to be dead) was yet 
liuing, and prifoner in Sydon, as one in difpaire, and paft 
hope, he traueled many ftraunge countries, till at laft he 
came to Decapolis: where he had not long bene refident, 
but the Defpot, feeing him a young youth very well pro- 
portioned, of good grace, and of a refolute difpofition, in- 
tertained him into his feruice; fo that hee liued in the 
houfe with his mother vnknowen, for the fpace of a yeare: 
in which time, Marcella, the daughter of the Defpot, noting 
the perfection of Procidor, began at the altars of Vefta to 
offer fmoaking thoughts at the fhryne of Venus. For 
womens eyes delight in the varietie of obiectes. The mayde, 
feeing that the fharpneffe of his wit (a fparke that fooneft 
inflameth defire) was anfwerable to the fhape of his bodie, 
and that his minde was adorned with fo many fundrie good 
qualities, that, if his fortune had bene equall to his face, 
his deferts might haue made him a prince, she began fo 
farre to enter into the confiderations of his vertues, that, 
hazarding too rafhlie into fo dangerous a laborinth, fhe felt 
hir minde begin to alter and her affections to ftoop to fuch 
a ftate, as repent fhe might, but recall fhe could not. But 
taking thefe thoughts for paffionat ioyes, that might be 
thruft out at pleafure, curfing loue that attempted such a 
chaunge, and blaming the bafeneffe of hir minde that would 
make fuch a choice, to auoide the Syren that inchanted 
hir with fuch deceitfull melodie, she called to hir bed- 
fellowe, Mariana, for a lute, whereupon, warbling a merie 
ealliard, she thought to beguile fuch vnacquainted paffions; 
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but, finding that muficke was but to quench the flame 
with oyle, feeling the affaultes to bee fo sharpe, as hir 
minde was ready to yelde as vanquished, she began with 
diuers confiderations to fuppreffe the franticke affections: 
calling to minde that Procidor was hir fathers feruant, a 
man of meane and bafe parentage, for his birth not to be 
looked at of the daughter of a Defpot, much leffe to be 
loued of one of hir degree; thinking what a difcredit it were 
to hir felfe, what a griefe to hir parents, what a forrowe to 
hir friendes, yea, what a mightie shame should be guerdon 
to fuch a monftrous fault, blaming fortune, and accurfing 
hir owne follie, that should be fo fond as but once to har- 
bour fuch a thought, as to ftoupe fo lowe as to hir fathers 
hyerling. As thus she was raging againft hir felfe, loue 
feared, if she dallied long, to loofe her champion; and there- 
fore {tepping more high, gaue hir fuch a fresh wound as 
pierft hir at the verie heart, that she was faine to yelde, 
maugre hir former confiderations, and forfaking all com- 
panie, to get hir in hir clofet, where being folemnlie fet, 
she burft forth into thefe paffionate tearmes. 

Vnhappie Marcella! hath fame hetherto feared to fpeake 
ill of thy thoughts, and shall report dare to mifconftrue of 
thine actions? hath Decapolis honoured thee for thy vertues, 
and shall now all the worlde wonder at thee for thy vani- 
ties? haft thou vowed thy felfe to Vefta, and wilt thou 
runne after Venus? wilt thou be counted a prefident of 
virginitie, and yet fubieét thy felfe to vnbriddled fancie ? 
No, Marcella; there is no fweeter friend than libertie, nor 
no worfe enemy than inconfiderate affection: the thoughtes 
of ladies, Marcella, as they are worthy, fo ought they to 
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thy choice, thy loue, fith thy thoughts cannot be contriued 
without fecret shame, nor thy ‘affections vttered without 
open difcredit: farre are thefe fancies, or rather follies, vn- 
fit for thy byrth. Haft thou not heard, Marcella, as an 
oracle from Apollo, that it is better to perish with high de- 
ire. then, diue an: bale; thoughts, «And yet, Procidorsis 
beautifull, a fauour, fond foole, framed to feede the eye, not 
to fret the heart: he is wife, truth, but poore, and want is 
an enemy to fancy. Tush! being both beautifull and wife, 
why should he not be loued? Wilt thou fo farre forget thy 
felfe as to fuffer affection to intangle thee with fuch bad 
coniecétures? no, confider how fuch a match will be moft 
difmall to thy father, moft grieuous to thy friendes, preiu- 
diciall to thy felfe, and moft gladfome to thy foes, the 
greateft griefe of all, fith the fmyle of a foe, that proceedeth 
from enuie, is worfe then the teare of a friend that commeth 
of pittie. Thefe premiffes then duely confidered, preferre 
not a barly corne before a precious iewell; fet not a fading 
content before a perpetuall difhonour; fuppreffe thy affec- 
tions, and ceafe to loue him whom thou couldft not loue, 
vnleffe blinded with to[o] much loue. As thus fhe was per- 
plexed with fundrie paffions, Mariana came to feeke hir in 
hir clofet; whereupon fhe ceafed hir complaintes, hoping 
that time would weare out that which fond loue and for- 
tune had wrought, but all was in vayne; for fo did the 
remembraunce of her late conceiued loue alienate hir 
thoughts from hir wonted difpofition, that fhame and dif- 
honor, the greateft preventers of mifhap, were no meanes 
to difwade hir from hir determined affeCtion: in fo much 
that, not poffible to hyde fire in the ftrawe, nor to {mother 
vp fancy in youth, fhe bore fuch a fauourable countenance 
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to Procidor, that not only hir felfe, but the reft of the 
houfe marueiled at hir fubmiffe familiaritie. Yet in that 
fhe had hetherto troden hir fhoe fo euen, as no fteppe was 
fo much as thought awry, they conftrued all to the beft, 
and thought hir fauours toward Procidor proceeded as a 
reward for his vertues, not from a regarde to his beautie. 
But at laft, being Venus fcholler, and therefore daring with 
hir to daunce in a net, played not fo clofe, but Procidor 
could iudge of colours, and efpye of the halfe what the 
whole ment: puffed vp, therefore, a little in conceipt with 
the fauour of his mafters daughter, feeing oportunitie layde 
hir hairie forehead on his lappe, he began fomewhat 
peartlie to prie into the exquifitnefs of hir perfe€tion ; not- 
ing that fhe was paffing beautifull and young, and that 
vertue added a grace vnto nature, and that being of noble 
parentage, beautie decked nature with dignitie. This in- 
terchange confidered fo charmed the poore gentlemans 
affections, that fayne he would haue made requitall of hir 
fauours with like courtefie, if her honourable eftate had not 
quatted his prefumption with feare. Houering thus be- 
tweene two ftreames, at laft he burft forth into thefe com- 
plaintes. 

Doeft thou not know, poore Procidor, that actions 
wrought again{t nature reape defpight, and thoughts aboue 
fortune, difdaine; that what byrd gafeth againft the funne, 
but the eagle, becommeth blinde; and that fuch as ftep to 
dignitie, if vnfit, fall; that thoughtes are to be meafured by 
fortunes, not by defires; how falles come not by ftouping 
lowe, but by clyming to hie. Shall, therefore, all feare to 
afpyre becaufe fome hap to fall? No, Procidor, though 
thou art in ragges, yet thou art noble borne; thou art not 
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inferiour to Marcella in byrth, though in riches: then dare 
to attempt, fith fhe fhewes thee fuch manifeft fauours. Ah, 
nouice in loue! doeft thou count euery dimple in the cheeke 
a decree in the heart, euery lims a warrant of loue? Venus, 
fond man, lookt on more than fhe loued, or els [was] fhe 
paffing amorous: womens fmiles are oft more of cuftome 
than of courtefie, and paffing prodigall they bee with their 
eyes when they are niggardes in their hearts: for thinke not, 
fond man, that eagles will catch at flies, cedars ftoope to 
brambles, nor fuch honorable dames at fuch homely pea- 
fants. No, no, thinke hir difdaine is greater than thy defire, 
for accounting thee but a flaue, and hir fathers mercinarie 
man, fhe doth but repay thy labours with affabilitie: 
therefore ceafe not onely to fay, but to thinke fhe loues 
thee: 

Procidor, with thefe pithie perfwafions, fomewhat ap- 
peafing the fparkling flames of loue that already were 
kindled in his breft, applied him felfe to his wonted labour, 
fuppreffing his affections with the due confideration of hir 
honour, and his owne meane eftate, and counting it frenzie, 
not fancie, to couet that which the very deftinies woulde 
denie him to obtaine. Thefe two, thwarted thus with 
feare and fhame, lingreth forth the time, till at laft fortune, 
willing to prefent in a fweete figge bitter wormewood, 
found fuch fit oportunitie, that Procidor and Marcella met 
at fuch leyfure, that not long after Marcella was knowen to 
be with childe: which newes no fooner came to the eares of 
the Defpot, but as a man inraged [with] furie and reuenge, 
driuing reafon out of conceipt, he prefently caufed Proci- 
dor to be apprehended, and his daughter Marcella, refolu- 
ing that, according to the law of the countrey, they fhould 
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die. The mother, more pitifull confidering the follies of 
hir owne youth, began to intreate hir husband to fpare 
their liues, and affigne what punifhment els, though the 
torture were neuer fo grieuous; which by long perfwafion, 
he confented vnto, committing them vnto ftraight prifon, 
where they lay in great diftreffe the fpace of ten weekes, 
before euer the Defpot made any queftion of their impri- 
fonment. While thus Procidor lay forrowing, more for the 
mifhap of Marcella than for his own misfortune, newes was 
brought to Decapolis that Euribates fonne had gathered 
an hoft, and fought to driue Voltarus out of the confines of 
Tyre; which Procidor hearing, he began thus te meditate 
with him felfe. Vnhappy Procidor! fee howe fortune in- 
tending thy good, the hapleffe fates feeke to fruftrate fuch 
fucceffe: haft thou thefe fourteen yeeres gone as a vaca- 
bonde about the world, unknowen and defpifed, hoping for 
this day that Euribates fonne fhould feeke reuenge on 
Voltarus, and art thou now in pryfon, when oportunitie 
offreth fuch good fortune, yea and in fuch a place as 
nought but death can redeeme thee? The iaylor ouer- 
hearing Procidor, afked him what he had to doe with the 
peace or warres of princes? Ah! my good friend, (quoth 
he) when I confider in what eftate my father whilome liued 
in that countrey, as I haue heard, and am able almoft to 
remember, I cannot but grone to fee my prefent ill happe. 
And who was thy father? (quoth the iaylor). Seing, an- 
fwered Procidor, that time hath fet the fonne of Euribates 
almoft in his kingdome, I feare not to difcouer what I am. 
My fathers name is Preftines, Lieutenant of Tyre vnder 
Euribates, and my name, not Procidor, but Caftriot ; and 
I doubt not but if I were there, for my fathers fake to 
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reape credit and authoritie. Without further queftioning, 
the iaylor went prefently and tolde the Defpot what he 
had heard; who making fmall account of the matter, yet 
prefently confidered with him felfe, if it were true, howe 
ereatly he fhould, by making fuch a marriage, auoyde the 
fhame like to befall to his daughter; therefore he went and 
afked of Mariana what her eldeft fonnes name was, who 
made anfwere Caftriot, and that, if he liued, he was about 
twentie yeares of age. The Defpot, fufpecting it was he, 
went fecretly to the pryfon, where examining Procidor of 
al his life paft, found by probable circumftances that he 
was Preftines fonne: whereupon he began to recount vnto 
him howe he toke him into his feruice, placing him in his 
fauour; then the iniurie he offred him by infringing his 
daughters honor ; yet, for all this, crauing no other amends 
but that he would take hir to wife. Procidor made an- 
{fwere, what he had done was the fault of his youth, and 
that he was both forrowfull and repentant; and, that he 
might thinke it firme loue, and not fading fancie, that forft 
him to commit fuch a fault, he was ready at his pleafure to 
take Marcella to his wife. The Defpot, feeing fparkes of 
his fathers courage in his refolutions, embrafed him, and 
fending for his daughter into the fame prifon, there fecretly 
betrothed each to other, then tooke them out, and fent 
them to a graunge place of his in the countrey. Within 
fhort time they recouered their former complexions, greatly 
impaired by their clofe imprifonment. In the meane {pace 
the Defpot, prouiding all things neceffarie for the marriage, 
feeing they were retourned into the former fourme, caried 
his wife, and madame Mariana, to his graunge ; where by 
the way he demaunded of hir, howe happy it would be 
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vnto hir, if he did marrie his daughter to hir eldeft fonne 
Caftriot. Madame Mariana, fmiling, told him it was im- 
poffible, fith fhe thought him dead. Being well arriued at 
his farme, he brought his wife and the ladie into the 
chamber where the two louers fate very richely appareled, 
vnto whom at large he difcouered what had happened. 
When Mariana knewe hir fonne Caftriot, noting very well 
the liniaments of his face, fhe fell in a found for ioye; but 
being at laft reuiued, after many and hartie embracings 
and ioy on al partes, they fat downe to dinner, Caftriot de- 
firing the Defpot that he would fend to Iaphet, where was 
one Lamoraq, gouernour of the towne, that helde his 
yonger brother and his nourfe as flaues. This motion was 
greatly agreable to the Defpot, fo that he prefently fent a 
meffenger to Japhet, and another to Tyre, to heare of the 
eftate of Preftines. The meffengers, making as much 
fpeede as winde and weather would permitte, arriued for- 
tunatly at their defired places, where no fooner the one was 
arriued, but he deliuered his embaffage to Lamoraq ; who 
mufing to heare fuch news from his brother, the Defpot, 
went to confirme his doubt the more, and fubtely ex- 
amined the nourfe, who confeffed as before ; whereupon to 
fatisfie his brother, and requite the great iniurie he had 
profered to young Infortunio, hauing but onely one 
daughter of the age of fourteene yeares, he gaue hir with 
a great dowry to the poore gentleman; and withall fhip- 
ping him felfe in a‘frygat, with his daughter, his fonne in 
lawe, and the nourfe, he fayled to Decapolis: at whofe ar- 
riuall, great ioy being made betweene Mariana and hir two 
fonnes, the marriage of the gentlemen was follemnifed the 
next weeke after ; and to increafe therein content, newes 
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was brought that Euribates fonne, hauing fubdued Vol- 
tarus, and recouered his kingdome, he had fet Preftines in 
former place and authoritie. This newes greatly delight- 
ing the companie, when the marriage feaft was ended, the 
ladie and hir two fonnes, with their wiues, taking leaue of 
the Defpot and Lamoragq, failed to Tyre, where they were 
moft louingly entertained by Preftynes. 

Perymedes hauing ended his tale, his wife Delia, raging 
again{ft fortune, that was moft enuious to them that were 
moft honorable, faid that poore men were like little fhrubs, 
that by their bafeneffe efcaped many blaftes, when high 
and tall ceadars were fhaken with euerie tempeft : conclud- 
ing, therefore, that medzocrza were moft firma, feeing her 
fyre was out, and the night fomewhat colde, they both 
hyed them felues to bed. 


The fecond nights difcourfe. 


The day was no fooner fpent in labour, but the poore 
Smith and his wife, according to their accuftomed manner 
after fupper, would not be idle, but fitting clofe by the fire, 
Delia brought out an olde payre of cardes to paffe away 
the time at play; whereupon Perymedes taking occafion 
began to difcourfe in this manner. Thefe cardes (wife) 
may rightly be tearmed glucupilica, fweete and fower, 
double faced, bearing on their foreheads pleafures and 
peace, and in their backes forrowes and ftratagemes, pre- 
fenting us with delicates, which in the mouth tafte like 
hony, but in the mawe more bitter than gall ; for although 
we vie them for recreation to paffe away the time, yet 
other ayme at two endes, lucre and couetoufneffe, and yet 
their gaines but loffe of time. And the effects of gaming 
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here now a dayes in Memphis, as they are many, fo they 
are monftruous, as quarels, murders, blafphemies, fwearing, 
and coufinage, yea the ouerthrowe of houfes and families, 
teftifying the infamous nature therof. Chilon, the Lacede-’ 
monian, being fent in ambaffage to Corinth, to treate of a 
league betwixt thofe two cities, finding the rulers playing 
at dice, retourned back without once fpeaking of his com- 
miffion, faying that he woulde not eclipfe the glorie of the 
Spartanes with fo great an ignominie as to ioyne them in 
focietie with dice players. Delia, hearing hir husband en- 
uying fo much againft playing, thinking he did it to check 
hir defire to play at cardes, began thus to defend it. 

And would you haue vs, husband, fo farre from recrea- 
tion in Memphis, as to be ftoikes or cyniks? Well had I 
allowed (husband) of your fpeeches, if they had fauoured 
of anie exception; but fo ftrit an inueCtiue deferues fome 
apologie, and therefore by your fauour, husband, thus: I 
denie not but thofe effettes which you repeated as frutes 
of gaming are greatly preiudiciall, both to the minde and 
bodie, but they proceede not of neceffitie, as cau/a fine qua 
non, but as infections that flowe from the abufe being 
growen into an extremitie. For we fee that many things, 
which of them felues are good, by exceffe growe into the 
nature of euill, and fo of this; for Salomon, whofe deuine 
wifedome was without comparifon, fet downe his cenfure of 
time, that as there were daies of forrow, fo were there 
houres of mirth ; that the minde had as well paftimes to 
recreate, as ferious affaires to fatigate. Cato, the moft 
feuere cenfor that was euer in Rome, amongft all his 
ftraight edictes, did not vtterly abolifh gaming, but allowed 
the Purpurati to fpende certaine houres at fuch paftimes 
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as they thought neceffarie, faying, that moderate fport was 
a whetftone to the memorie. I haue heard the Chaldees 
fay, that the Lydians were the firft inuenters of cardes and 
dice, and other games ; and by them preferued a long time 
the eftate of their common wealth, which otherwife fhould 
haue bene ruinated and fubiected. Perymedes, hearing his 
wife to alledge fuch found reafons for gamfters, thought to 
ioyne action with her in this manner. 

You refemble, wife, thofe fubtill lawyers that onely 
alledge that claufe in their euidence which beft ferues for 
the proofe of their plea, leauing out all other prouifoes that 
are hurtfull in deede. I remember I haue heard that the 
countrey of Lidia, being oppreffed with a great dearth and 
{carcitie of victualles, had almoft fubuerted their eftate 
with famine, but that to refift and fuftaine hunger the 
better, they inuented playes and gaming, fpending euery 
other day in fuch fporte without any meate, which they 
continued for the fpace of twentie and eight yeares; by 
that pollicie preferuing their countrey from a generall 
famine by fparing fo carefully their prouifion. But, wife, 
the cafe is altred in us: we are fo farre from recompencing 
the fault of fo vile an occupation by fafting, that contrari- 
wife, we fofter it vp with all kinde of diffoluteneffe, glut- 
tonie, riot, and fuperfluitie; in fo much that we are not 
afhamed nowe adayes to vfe this prouerbe (that a man had 
better loofe than to be idle); but if thofe leud philofophers 
which fet downe this principle knewe their ineftimable 
loffe, not of mony which they abufe, but of the riches and 
moft pretious thing that may be fpent, and which can 
neuer be recouered, I meane time, they would be afhamed 
of their doctrine, that to loofe is worfe than to be idle, be- 
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es caufe it is ioyned with fo bad an action as, of neceffitie, 
gee redoundeth to the detriment of him felfe, or of his neigh- 
| bour, yea, and oftentimes of both. And yet, becaufe the 
nature of man is not able to abide continuall labour, and 
occafion of bufineffe is not alwayes offered, we may with 
our Chaldces in their academies followe this precept, that 
time fpent in honeft paftime, or game of moderate pleafure, 
may be fet downe in the regifter of happie dayes as howres, 
not greatly diffonant from vertuous indeuours. Neither, 
faith Scipio, is gaming blame worthie, if we vfe it -aserelt 
and fleepe, after we haue ended and difpatched our bufi- 
neffe. I am glad (quoth Delia) that you allowe vs any 
time to play. I am not fo ftrict, quoth Perymedes; but 
this difcourfe, wife, is farre from the purpofe: therefore 
feeing we haue yet halfe the euening to fpende, and I haue 
no delight to play at cardes, let me heare thee tell a tale 
to requite yefternightes chat. Delia, nothing dainty with 
hir husband, taking the tongs in hir hand to keepe the fire 
in reparations, began in this manner. 


Delia hir tale. 


In the Ile of Lyppary there dwelled fometime a gentle- 
man of good parentage, as defcended from worfhipfull and 
honeft parents, learned by education, as trained vp amongft 
the philofophers in their academies, vertuous in his aétions, 
as putting in pra¢tize thofe principles which he hearde in 
their {[cJhooles, as axiomes ; generally, well nourtred, in fo 
much that he liued in very good account in the iland. 
This gentleman, called Alcimides, although fauoured thus 
with fondrie good qualities, yet was greatly enuied by loue 
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nothing aunfwerable to his minde, but liued poorely and 
yet contentedly in meane eftate. Francie feeing fortune 
frowne, to fill vp the tragedie, prefented him with the fight 
of a young gentlewoman, called Conftance, who, being both 
wife and beautifull, two perfwafions fufficient to induce 
affection, was fo narrowly marked of Alcimides, as he 
thought no obieét to fit his eie but her perfon, nor no me- 
lodie to pleafe his eare but the found of her modeft and 
graue communication. Snared thus with the confideration 
of this young gentlewoman, at the firft he found waies to 
proffer hir rofes and perfumes, but at the laft pilles and 
hemlock. For the young virgin hearing of the vertuous 
difpofition of Alcimides, and feeing his minde was as well 
garnifhed with good qualities as his bodie with proportion, 
vied lex talionts, and repaied him loue for loue, fo farre as 
his honeftie might defire and her honor admitte; in fo 
much that nothing was wanting in the accomplifhment of 
their thoughtes but her fathers confent ; who, being moued 
by Alcimides in the matter, flatly denied, and made this 
obiection, that he was to[o] poore to make his daughter 
any fufficient ioynter. Which anfwere fo mazed Alcimides, 
that in a defperate moode aquainting certaine_friendes 
with his purpofe, he rigged forth a fhip to fea, with full 
refolution either to retourne rych, or to leaue his louer and 
him felfe in the boofome of Neptune. Vpon which deter- 
mination refting, he loofed with his companions from 
Lyparie, and in manner of mart, made hauock on the coaft 
of Barbarie, fo that in fhort time he became very rich. But 
infatiate couetife, that like the ferpent Hidafpis is euer a 
thiefe, fo haled him to the hope of more rich purchafe, that 
at laft he and all his men were taken by the Sarrafins, and 
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carried away prifoners into Thunes. The news of this 
mifhap, as report muft euer be pratling, came flying to the 
Ile of Lypary, that the fhip wherein Alcimides and his 
foldiours was imbarqued was drowned in the coaft of Bar- 
barie. Conftance no fooner heard of this curfed {ftrata- 
ceme, but the determined to ende thefe miferies with 
death, and that in the fea, that fhe might imitate Alcy- 
mides, who was reported to perifh in the fame element. 
To the ende, therefore, hir purpofe might the more eafily 
be brought to paffe, Conftance walking downe to the 
fhoare found a little fifher boate readie furnifhed with 
maft, fayles and other prouifion, floating in the hauen; 
which Conftance efpying, taking this for good occafion, fhe 
fpeedely went into the boat, and as well as fhe could, as 
the women of that iland are moft fkilfull in nauigation, 
haled forth into the maine, and there committed hir felfe 
to the mercie of the waue and winding, thinking by this 
meanes to procure foneft fatall ende, fith fo many acci- 
dents were readie, as death and daunger euerie minute, 
paffed thus two or three dayes alongft the coaft, till at laft 
a foutheaft wynde dryue the fhip vpon the fhoare of Bar- 
barie. The barke thus beaten vp, there was at that pre- 
fent in the fame place a poore woman who made cleane 
the fifhermens nets, which feeing the fhip fo roughly ar- 
riued, thought the marriners had bene a fleepe: to warne 
them, therefore, of their landing, fhe went vp the hatches 
and found none, in fo'much that feeking further, fhe found 
this young gentlewoman faft a fleepe, as one fecure and care- 
leffe of hir misfortune ; whome the poore fifherwife waking, 
perceiuing by hir apparell that fhe was a Chriftian, de- 
maunded in the Latine toung of whence fhe was, and the 
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caufe of hir fo ftraunge imbarking ? Conftance, rifen as it 
were from a dreame, hearing one fpeake Latine, thought 
fhee had beene driuen back againe to Lypary, but cafting 
hir eye about, and feeing hir felfe in an vnknowen coat, 
fhe craued of the woman the name of the countrey ; who 
tolde hir fhe was in Barbarie, neare a cittie called Sufe; 
which greatly grieued Conftance that hir death was _ pro- 
longed by fuch a lukleffe aduenture: fo that, fearing fome 
difhonour in fo barbarous a countrey might befall hir vir- 
gins eftate, fhe fat her downe and wept. The poore woman 
taking pittie of her paffions, caried hir home to hir little 
cottage, and there, as well as fhe might, fo comforted the 
diftreffed maide that fhe tolde hir from point to point the 
fome of this hapleffe accident ; and grewe fo farre in fami- 
liaritie, that Conftance demaunded of hir what fhe was? 
who made aunfwere that fhe was of Trapany, a feruant to 
certaine fishers, hir name Mawdleyne. Conftance feeing 
she was a Chriftian, and could fpeake Latine very per- 
fectlie, began to intreate hir that she would, for the loue of 
their religion and faith, tell her what courfe she had beft 
take, that she remaine for a time fafe without preiudice 
either of honor or honefty. Mawdleyne, a woman of good 
and vertuous difpofition, told her that there was a Sarra- 
zen widow in the citie, of vertuous life and good confci- 
ence, whofe houfe was oft a fanctuary for the diftreffed : 
there she durft affure hir felfe she might for a time remaine, 
till time and opportunitie should better prouide for her 
eftate. Conftance, glad of this newes, defired Mawdleyne 
to fauour hir with the benefit of that feruice; who willing 
to pleafure her, before two dayes were paft, fetting all 
things to hir minde in order, went with Conftance to the 
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widowes houfe, who, hauing heard before of Mawdleyne of 
this maide, gaue her verye good intertainement, and as one 
pittying hir diftreffe, heard hir forrow with teares and re- 
morfe. Well, Conftance thus placed, being in the company 
of fundry other maides that wrought needle-worke, {fo ap- 
plied hir felfe to hir labour, that not only by hir diligence 
she procured hir miftreffe fauour, but by hir courtefie the 
generall loue and good liking of all hir fellowes. Remain- 
ing thus quiet, though not fatisfied, fortune, willing after fo 
fharpe a cataftrophe to induce a comicall conclufion, tem- 
pered hir ftorme with this pleafant calme. Alcymedes 
lying thus in prifon, hauing no hope to recouer his free- 
dome, but looking euerye daye to be condemned perpe- 
tuall flaue to the galleys, newes came that a nobleman of 
creat reputation, dignitie and power, had made claime to 
the kingdome of Thunes as his owne, and ment by the 
{worde to take it from Martucio that then prefentlye pof- 
feft it, This report comming to the eares of the prifoners, 
Alcimedes who knew very well to fpeake the Barbarian 
toong, told his keeper that it might pleafe him to bring him 
to the kings prefence, hee would take fuch order with his 
grace as hee fhould in defpight of fortune remaine con- 
queror. The iaylor feeing the requeft was of importance, 
told it prefentlye to his highneffe, who in great haft fent 
for Alcimides; who gathering the king and his nobles 
together, difcouered vnto them fuch a peece of politike 
feruice, that they all confented to let Alcymedes haue the 
leading of the vaward, who undertaking the charge, as a 
man greatly experienced in martiall difcipline, carried his 
men in fquadrons and troupes fo artificially as his warlike 
fil did greatly encourage the fouldiers. Hauing thus fet 
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his men in arraye, marching forward to meete the enemy, 
when the battailes were within vew and readye to ioyne, 
Alcymedes, taking the king by the hand, prefented him to 
the face of all his armie, and then began to incourage them 
on this manner. 

I need not, worthie gentlemen and fouldiers of Barbarie, 
feecke to incourage you with a long difcourfe, vnleffe put- 
ting oyle in the flame, I fhould put a fpur to a free horfe: 
your former valiant refolutions manifefted in manye bat- 
tailes, the honor whereof {till glories your name with re- 
nowne, affures me, were the enimie like the fands of the 
fea, and Mars himfelfe oppofed againft our forces, yet the 
quarrell good, and our minds armed with inuincible forti- 
tude (the vertue that dareth fortune in hir face) maugre 
fates and deftinies, you fhall, as euer you haue done, re- 
turne with an honorable conqueft. And for that the caufe 
toucheth your king, who counteth himfelfe a fellow-partner 
in your fortunes, fee he prefents himfelfe as the firft man in 
the battaile, and laft man in the field, vnleffe death giue 
him a princelie quittance of his kingdome. Let him bea 
myrror this day of your magnanimitie; let his a¢tions be 
your prefidents: preffe but as far as your generall, and 
courage, gentlemen! the victory is ours. See how your 
forrowfull countrymen, onely animated by the rebellious 
perfwafion of a traitor, ftand to receiue us, whofe cowardize 
{carfe dare march a foote to meete vs. I fee, yea I fee, in 
their very faces, the portrature of feare, and therefore, gen- 
tlemen, God and our Right! And with that he put fpurs to 
his horfe, and gaue a furious and valiant onfet vpon the 
enemy. 

The king afhamed to performe any leffe then Alcimides 
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had promifed, taking a ftrong lance in his hand, pulling 
down his beuier, rufht moft furiouflie vpon the enemie. 
His fouldiers, noting the vnlookt-for courage of their king, 
followed with fuch a defperate refolution that the enimie, 
amazed at the valour of Martucio, who like a lion maf- 
facring whom he met, ran without ftop through the troupes, 
they laid downe their weapons without any great flaughter. 
But Martucio, forgetting they were his natiue countrymen 
and his fubjects, ftill raged, till meeting him that made 
claime to the crowne in fingle combat, he flewe him 
princely in the field. Stayed at laft by one of his lordes, 
who told him the battell was ended by the fubmiffion of 
his fubieéts, who were afhamed that they had beene fo for- 
vetfull of their allegeance, caufing the retreat to be 
founded, he peaceablie marched on toward Sufa, where 
putting certaine of the cheefe offendors to the fworde, he 
fent the reft home in quiet. The victorye ended, the king 
prefently fummoned a parlament, where, with the confent 
of all hiscommons and nobilitie, hee proclaimed poore and 
diftreffed Alcimides Duke of Tunize, and caufed him to 
ride through the cittie with a garland of bayes on his head, 
and princely robes, in great and fumptuous magnificence. 
Being thus aduanced, the report thereof came vnto the 
eares of Conftance, who now knowing him aliue and in 
creat authoritie, whome long fince fhe held for dead, fhe 
conceiued fuch inward ioye that fhe could not but outward- 
lye commit the fum of hir minde to the gentlewoman with 
whome she dwelt; who, pittying her plaints, promifed as 
foon as opportunitie would giue her leaue to manifeft the 
matter to Alcimides. Conftance, impacient of delayes, 
would not let the old gentlewoman take no reft, till one 
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morning fhe went to Alcimides, and told him that a cer- 
taine gentlewoman was come from Lippary, who defired 
to fpeake with him in fecret. Alcimides, courteous as one 
whome honor had not made proud, thanked the widow for 
her paines, and went home to her houfe, where fhe pre- 
fented him with the fight of Conftance. Alcimides, hearing 
long before that fhe was dead, ftood amazed at the fudden 
aduenture, but fhee, poore foule, whome loue ftunge at the 
verye heart, could not abftaine, but blufhing, leapt about 
his necke, bewraying her ioye in teares. 

Alcimedes, the moft ioyfull man aliue for fo happy an 
encounter, after many fweete imbrafings paft, demaunded 
the caufe and meanes how fhe came into Barbarie? who 
recounting the fore rehearfed difcourfe, greatly gladded 
Alcimides for the finding of fo truftie and true a freend. 
Long he ftayed not but that he reuealed this comicall hif- 
torie to the king, who, defirous to fee the maide, enter- 
tained hir with great and princelie courtefie, and with all 
{peed to both their contents, folemnized the mariage ; 
which paft, he fent them, according to their calling, riche 
home to their freends in Lippary. 

Delia hauing ended her tale, Perimedes began to take 
occafion to talke of the inconftancie of Fortune, who one- 
lye coueted to be counted variable in all her actions ; for, 
quoth he, I tell thee, wife, I haue feene in my time many 
rich men, who liued fecure in the aboundance of their 
wealth, driuen to fuch extreame pouertie that their fuper- 
fluitie was not more then then their enfuing want; and 
many baze peafants by hir flattery be fo hoifted vp to the 
top of her wauering wheele, as they bee potentates and 
mightie men of the earth: but her fauours are fuch as they 
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‘aclude misfortune; and when fhe prefents the moft comi- 
call fhewes, then fhe intends the moft balefull and difmall 
ftratagemes, as the inftance of Alexander the great may 
ferue for a prefident, who in twelue yeares making a con- 
queft of the whole world, and fo flattered by Fortune as he 
feemed to holde hir fauours in his owne hand, amidft his 
moft glee and greateft glorye was cowardlye poyfoned in 
Babilon. At this Perimedes was readye to enter into a 
long difcourfe: his wife Delia told him the night was farre 
fpent, wherevppon taking his wiues motion for a warning, 
commanding her to Couure le feu, the poore fmith and his 
wife went to bed. 


The third nights exerctfe. 

The next day, being a folempne day of facrifice ob- 
ferued amongft the A2gyptians, Perimedes fhutting vp his 
fhop, as one that feared to giue the leaft occafion of offence, 
tying his deuotion to the Gods, his obedience to his king, 
his loue to his neighbours, and his will to the lawe, caufing 
his wyfe to honor the feftiuall rytes with her beft rayment, 
him felfe ietting in his holy-day caffocke, went to the tem- 
ple ; where offring vp his orayfons after the A¢gyptian man- 
ner, the Flamins and Rabins hauing expounded their 
lawes, the poore Smith and his wife returned home to din- 
ner, where hauing taken fuch repaft as fitted their diet and 
was agreeable to their poore preparation, Perimedes, to 
digeft his great cheere with a little chat, began in this 
manner. Noting to day, wife, (quoth he) at the temple, 
certaine of our great lords of AZ gypt, whofe beds are 
framed of Arabian biffe, whofe houfes ftuffed within with 
plate, and outwardly decked and adorned with fuch curi- 
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ous worke of porphurine, as nature in them feemeth to be 
ouerlaboured with arte: their ports, gliftring like the pal- 
lace of the Sun, fhew to all paffengers wonders to be writ- 
ten in the regifters of their memories. But wife, when 
thefe great potentates of the earth came to difcouer their 
inward deuotion at their offertorie, in giuing to the Gods 
and the poore, I perceiued them miferable, and fo cor- 
rupted in the conceit of their owne wealth, that I cryed 
out in my thoughts, thefe men are poorer then Perimedes. 
For I tell thee, Delia, this haue I heard of the ancient Cal- 
dees, whofe bookes were burned with their bones, that he 
onelye is riche which, abandoning all fuperfluities, refteth 
contented with what Fortune hath fauoured him; his eftate 
not pinched with fuch pouertie but he may liue honeftlye 
and vertuouflye: who, fo refolute in this content, maketh 
not his thoughts and paffions fubieét to the reftleffe defire 
of gaine. Js vere habetur diues ; for, wife, the minde is the 
touch{tone of content, and holdeth the ballance that pro- 
portioneth quiet or disquiet to kings : for Pharao, our great 
prince, is not therefore fortunate, for that he is inuefted 
with the diademe, for his crowne refteth in the lap of La- 
chesis, and the deftinies may depriue him of his dignitie 
this night. Kings, as they haue crownes, fo they haue 
cares ; and in paffing vnto pleafure they ftep vpon thornes, 
and run ouer a fea of glaffe: not, therefore, riche for that 
they are kings, vnles content with his annuall revenues, 
and fatisfied with fuch limits as are left to the Pharaos. 
Refting thus, he is both a king and rich, in that feated 
amidf{t the glories of the world, the fundry obieéts of de- 
lights drawes not away his eyes, nor as the Sirens with 
their inchanting melodies, nor golde nor glories can hale 
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him with anye pleafing forceries from the quiet caftell of 
content: thus minded, Delia, I tell thee, I call him rich, 
and therefore holde my felfe one of the wealthieft fubiects 
in all A-gipt, in that all my defires haue refted themfelues 
in a peaceable concord. For my eftate I defire to be no 
higher then a fmith, as thus fpighting fortune by my occu- 
pation, hauing my tongs in my hand as a {cepter to rule in 
my fhop, and as Mercuries Caduceus to charme the incon- 
{tancie of the vaine Goddeffe: her greateft frowne can be 
but want of a little worke, and that I ouerpaffe with pati- 
ence; and if fhe fmile, then begin I to laugh that Fortune 
is glad to become freends with a poore f{mith. Now for 
richeffe and treafure I have plentye, in that I wante none, 
but count my pouertie the verye ftore-houfe of abondance. 

Delia, hearing hir husband thus folemnlye deliuer fuch 
{toicall paradoxes, ioyned iffue with him in the fame plea, 
and began to profecute the matter in this manner. Indeed, 
husband, quoth fhe, the minds of men are fo fiered with 
the reftles heate of couetize, as they beat out hotter flames 
then Enceladus dooth from vnder Etna; and are like the 
ferpent Hidafpis, which the more fhe drinketh, the more 
fhe is pinched with thirft, infomuch that they count great 
cifts little godds, caring not if they may gaine what meanes 
they vfe to get, counting all things honeft that are profita- 
ble, and thinking gall moft fweete if tempered with gold. 
Thefe men that haue no meane I thinke moft miferable, 
could they with Nimrod build vp Babell, or with Ninus lay 
the foundation of Babilon: for I tell thee, Perymides, it is 
not the coine but the confcience, not the coffers ftuffed 
with ftore, but a mind luld a fleepe with pleafing content 
that maketh a man rich: for he that defraudeth his neigh- 
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bor with vnderminding policies, or circumuenteth him with 
any intricate deceit, exacting vnreafonable tafkes and cuf- 
toms, wrapping his freends, as if in Dedalus laborinth, in 
the quiddities of preiudiciall bargaines, prying into the 
{tate of the common treafury, fo to indommage the com- 
mon-wealth for his owne commoditie, gaping as vultures 
after the teftaments of the dead, not ceafing with the ra- 
uens to pray on liueleffe carcaffes. Such as thefe, husband 
(quoth Delia), are not wealthie in that as miferablie they 
want, but are poore in that they leaue no vnlawfull meanes 
to couet. Then, quoth Perymedes, of thefe former infered 
premifes we may conclude, that poorely content is better 
then richlye couetous, which the ancient Romaines auered 
in their cenfures; for whether fhall we eftimate the mony 
that king Pyrrhus fent to Fabritius, or els the continencie 
of Fabritius which made deniall of the fame, being prof- 
fered frankelye by fo great a potentat? And did not the 
anfwer of Marcus Curius more glory him and his familie 
with immortall renowne in reiecting the maffe of gold fent 
him by the Samnites, then al the treafure they brought in 
fuch pompe to Rome? Was not the liberalitie of Africanus 
who parted his fmall farme with his brother Quintus Maxi- 
mus, regiftred in Rome as a thing deferuing perpetuall 
memory, when the great wealth and poffeffions of Lucius 
Paulus perifht at his funerales, leauing behinde him no 
monument, but that the Romains did accompt him poore 
and miferable. Thefe glorious inftances of Roman excel- 
lencye prooue, that the true richeffe confifteth not in the 
aboundance of wealth, but in the perfect habit of vertue ; 
for richeffe is cafuall and momentary, fubiect to the frowne 
of fortune, as brittle as glaffe, ftanding vpon a globe that 
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is neuer permanent; like to the trees amongft the Nato- 
lians, that being couered with flowers in the morning, are 
tawny and withered before night, refembling the frute in 
the garden Pefparades, which gliftering like gold, toucht 
prefently turneth to afhes : wheras vertue is not accidentall, 
but fets out her flag of defiance again{t fortune, oppofing 
himfelfe again{ft all the confpyring chances of this world: 
like A‘neas armour not to be pierced with any contrary 
conftellation, fo inferted into the minds of men, as neither 
can perifh by fhipwracke, which made Bias, efcaping from 
the fea, bouldly and merily to faye in his greateft want, 
Omnia mea mecum porto. And the fonne of Anchifes car- 
rying his father on his backe through the flames of Troy, 
looking behind him, to fay: Anzmus infractus remanet, et 
virtus inter hofies et ignes viget. Then, wife, thou feeft 
they onely are rich that couet nothing, that want nothing, 
but huing in content, inrich themfelues with vertue: then, 
Delia, let me boldlye fay (and with that the fmith fet his 
hands by his fide) that I am rich as the prowdeft in all 
Aigypt. But now, that I may not be too tedious in my 
difcourfe, I will, to temper mirth with melancholy, and to 
fing the Satyres of Horace to the lute, rehearfe thee a 
pleafant tale tending fomewhat to this effect ; and thus the 
{mith began. 


Perymedes tale. 

Hereby in the confines of Babilon dwelled a duke, called 
Gradaffo, a man whofe many yeares had by long experi- 
ence learned, that to truft fundry men was to feeke for an 
eele amongft many fcorpions; and therefore hardly grant- 
ing his right hand toany man, he admitted none into fami- 
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liaritie vnleffe he might fell his courtefie for profit, and 
they buie his fauour with repentance. But in priuate 
and fecret counfailes he vfed no freend but himfelfe, 
fearing to find that in others which he found wanted 
in his owne cankered ftomacke, fo fkilfull to fhadowe 
his fpightfull practifes with glofing coulers: as refem- 
bling the Pyrite ftone, he burned foreft when he was 
thought moft colde. To truft anye, he thought, was to de- 
{pife fecuritie, and to defire mifhap ; and therefore, knowne 
more for his authoritie then by his manners, he carryed his 
thoughts fealed vp with filence, pained with that which he 
moft liked, namelye, fearefull miftruft. This Gradaffo, al- 
though defpighted by the Gods and nature for placing 
fuch odious qualities in fuch an old carcaffe, yet was he 
fauoured by fortune in poffeffing large and fumptuous re- 
uenues; and not only aduanced with the tytle of honor 
and dignities, but alfo, wherein hee moft ioyed, he had one 
onely child, called Meliffa, a ladye fo furnifhed with out- 
ward fhape of body and inwarde qualities of the minde, fo 
decked with the gifts of nature, and adorned with fundry 
exquifite vertues, as Atgypt did not fo much defpife hir 
father for his vitious difpofition, as they did extoll her fame 
for hir vertuous fyncerity. For fhe, although to hir great 
ereefe, feeing into hir fathers lawleffe actions, how with 
pretenfed flatterye, like to the hiena, he had fnared fome to 
their vtter mifhap, and that vnder coulour of lawe, with 
exacted extortion he had oppreffed the poore, fought not 
onely, as farre as fhe durft, to pull her father from fuch in- 
ordinate gaines, but alfo fecretly made recompence to fuch 
as hir father vniuftly had almoft brought to ruine. 

This Meliffa flourifhing thus in happy fame, the old 
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mifard, her father, cafting beyond the moone, knewe by 
experience, that as the hearbe Spattania no fooner fprowteth 
aboue the ground but it blometh, and the egges of the lap- 
wing are fcarce hatched before the young ones can run, fo 
women, refembling the apples of the tree Pala, are fcarce 
ripe before they defire to be pluckt, and their yeares not 
able to difcerne loue before they be halfe drowned in loue. 
Thefe confiderations mooued old Gradaffo to preuent had 
I wift, with taking opportunity by the forehead; & there- 
fore fought out amongft his bordering neighbours a yoong 
gentleman, the fonne and heyre of a baron, whofe revenues 
as they were great, fo they adioyned fitly to his poffeffions, 
which made the doting duke to indeuour to buye him a 
fonne in lawe anfwerable to his own opinion: finding his 
daughter therefore in fyt time and place, be brake with hir 
in this manner. Thou knoweft, Meliffa (quoth he) how 
carefull I have beene fince thy mothers death, not onely 
fecretly to prouide for thy welfare, but openly fo to grace 
thee with exteriour fauours, as all AXgypt haue iudged me 
a father worthie fuch a childe, and thee for thy obedience 
deferuing what my liberalitie hath fo carefully imparted. 
In thyne nonage I indeuoured to inftruct thee in modeftye 
and manners, by fuch vertues to feeme gratious in the eye 
of euerye man; now that thou art growne to ryper yeares, 
and art famous for the method of thy life through all the 
countrey, feeing thou art fit for marriage, | haue fought 
thee fuch an husband as fhal honor thee with his byrth 
and inrich thee with his poffeffions; a man though not fo 
exquifitely formed by nature as he maye feeme a fecond 
Paris, yet of fuch wealth as hee may countenance and cre- 
dite with the aboundance of his reuenues. And to be 
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breefe, daughter, it is Rofilius fonne to the lord Rofilius, 
latelye deceafed. After he had named the man, he ceafed 
to heare his daughters replye. Meliffa, noting with a fe- 
cret miflike hir fathers motion, yet for feare durft not op- 
pofe hir felfe againft his determination, but told him that 
as fhe was his daughter, fo fhe was bound by the law of 
nature to obeye him as her father ; and his will fhould be to 
hir as a law, which by no meanes fhe dared to infringe. 
This anfwer pleafed the old couetous duke, that with as 
conuenient fpeed as might be, he brake the matter to 
Rofilius, who hauing no more wyt then. hee well could oc- 
cupye, noting how faire a lady he fhould poffeffe, con- 
difcended with great thankes to the dukes motion; and 
therevpon, frequenting the houfe of. Gradaffo, began after 
his homely fafhion to court the young lady Meliffa, as fit 
to woe fo braue a gentlewoman, as Pan to be fent from 
Troye in ambaffage to Helena ; well, thefe two difcords of 
defcanting to make a concord. 

It fortuned that a gentleman, next neighbour to the 
duke, had a young fonne, called Bradamant, a man fo fuf- 
ficiently graced with externall fauours of nature to beau- 
tifie his body, and with inward quallities and vertues to 
aduance his minde, as he was generally liked and loued of 
all the country. This young gentleman, paffing by the 
court of Gradaffo, efpied Meliffa looking out of a window: 
Bradamant, amazed at the fight of fuch a heauenly crea- 
ture, ftood a long while aftonifhed at her excellent beautie, 
in fo much that Meliffa, cafting her eye afide, efpyed him, 
and with that fhut the cafements, which fomewhat daunted 
the minde of the young gentleman to be fo fodenly de- 
priued of that obieét which fo greatly pleafed his eyes; but 
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taking this her modeft difcourtefie in good part, he paffed 
forward to take a vew of his fathers srounds, where, as he 
follemnly and follitaryly walked, he felt in his minde a 
fparkling heate of affection, which he tooke as a toye of 
youth, rather to be laught at for the fudden paffion, then 
to be preuented for any enfuing danger. As thus he refted 
a little perplexed, but not greatlye pained, Cupid, that 
grudged to loofe fuch a nouice, hauing his winges plumed 
with times feathers leaft hee might let flip occafion, feeing 
this young gentleman at difcouert, thought to ftrike while 
the iron was hot; and fo drew a boult to the head, and 
ftroke Bradamant at the very harte, which pierced fo deepe 
that no phyficke could cure: for the fame of Meliffaes life 
began to allure him ; the report which all Aigypt made of 
her courtefie was a chaine to intangle hys freedome; hir 
honour, byrth, parentage, and incomparable beautie, gaue 
fuch fierce affaults to his perplexed fancie, as no defenfe of 
reafon was able to withftand thofe violent impreffions. 
Bradamant, feeing himfelfe pained with thefe vnac- 
quainted fits, was driuen into a quandary, whether he 
fhould valiantly refift the inchanting tunes of Cupids for- 
cerye, and fo ftand to the chance whatfoeuer the mayne 
were, or els yeelde to the alluring call of beawtye, and fo 
fpend his youth in feeking and fuing for doubtfull though 
defired fauours. Toffed a while in thefe contrary thoughts, 
and pinched with the confideration of his owne eftate, he 
began to think that to fixe his fancie vpon Meliffa was with 
the yoong griphons to pecke againft the (tars, and with the 
woolues to barke againft the moone, feeing the bafeneffe of 
his birth, and fuch a rich riuall as Rofilius was, would 
creatly preiudice his intended fute. Thefe confiderations 
began fomewhat to repreffe his doting fancies ; but Cupid, 
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not willing to take fo flender a repulfe, thought ftraight to 
race out thofe defpairing thoughts with the comfortable | 
conferues of hope, and to draw Bradamant out of the labo- 
rinth of diftrufting feare with the affured poffibilities of 
atchieuing his enterprife. He, therefore, began to incou- 
rage his champion with thefe plawfible coniectures: that is 
Meliffa was a woman, and therefore to be woone, if beauti- er 
full, with praifes, if coye, with praiers; if proud, with | 
gifts, if couetous, with promifes; to conclude, that as there 
is no {tone fo hard which cannot be cut, no hawke fo ram- 
mage that cannot be manned, no tyegre fo fierce which 
cannot be tamed, fo there is no woman fo infeéted with the 
bitter paffion of felfe-will, none fo fpotted with the ftaine 
of hellifh crueltie, nor fo wedded vnto wilfull frowardneffe, 
but they may be drawne to the lure by fome of .the fore- 
named practifes. Bradamant, pricked forward with thefe 
pithie perfwafions, and yet driuen backe with the feare of 


fome hapleffe deniall, ftood diuerfly perplexed, whether he 
fhould with a momentary content fue after loffe, or witha 
long difquiet feeke after gaine. Remaining awhile in thefe 
doubts, halfe franticke with fuch vnaccuftomed fits, he fell 
into thefe paffionate complaints. 

Oh, Bradamant! how art thou diuerfly perplexed, driuen 
either to purchafe hapleffe content with fading pleafures, 
or to gaine a happy difquiet with enfuing profits? If thou 
choofe the firft, thou art like to repent’ at the laft; if the 
fecond, fure, with Hercules, after painefull labours, to ob- R 
taine fame and quiet. The Cafpians, fearing to be ftifled 
with fweete sauours, weare in their bofomes bands of hem- 
locke: the people Pharufij, doubting to furfet with drink- 
ing the iuice of liquorice, preuent fuch perrils with chewing 
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rewbarbe. It is better to be pained with the fting of a 
fnake and recouer, then be tickled with the venime of 
tarantula, and dye laughing. Hard, yea, hard it is, Brada- 
mant, to ride on Seianus horfe for his beauty, and then 
perifh, or to gaine the golde of Thaleffa with affured mif- 
hap. Better it is fora time, with forrow, to preuent dan- 
gers, then to buye fading pleafures with repentance. Why, 
Bradamant, what caufe fhalt thou haue to repent? Is 
paine alwayes a companion to pleafure? is Danger the 
hand-maide to Loue? is Fancye neuer painted but tread- 
ing vpon thornes? Yes, no doubt, as Cupid hath arrowes 
that do pierce, fo they make fweete wounds. Venus, 
I grant, hath a wrinckle in her brow, but two dimples in 
her cheekes: fhe frownes not vpon them that facrifice at 
Paphos, but paines fuch as defpife hir deitye. Loue, Bra- 
damant! why doeft thou loue? yea, alas! and therefore 
vnhappy becaufe in loue,—a paffion fo unfit for thy yoong 
yeares ; as if thou yeeld to Cupid’s allurements, thou fhalt 
haue caufe either to curfe the Deftinies for appointing him 
a god, or accufe the gods for creating theemagn amen or 
loue, whatfoeuer the lucke be, is alwaies tempered with 
loffe. If thou winne, thy gaines fhall be like theirs who 
buye hony mixed with gall; the fweetneffe not halfe fo 
much pleafing the tafte, as the bitterneffe infecteth the 
ftomacke. Parrhasius, drawing the counterfeit of Loue, 
painteth hir tickling youth on the left fide with a feather, 
and ftinging him on the right with a fcorpion; meaning 
that they which are fotted with the forceries of Cupid, 
reape for a dram of golde a pound of droffe, and for a 
pinte of pure oyle, a whole tun of infectious poifon, being 
a fading pleafure mixed with bitter paffions, and a miferye 
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tempered with a few momentary delights. It is for youth, 
Bradamant, to fpend their flourifhing yeares in vertues, not 
in vanities; to delight in hard armours, not in delicate 
and effeminate amours ; not to dallye in the chamber with 
Paris, but to march in the field with Hector; to with they 
could loue, not to repent. they haue loued. Hercules 
wunne his fame, not with recounting his lawleffe and licen- 
cious loues, but by atchieuing ftrange and inuincible 
labours ; the one winning him endleffe renowne, the other 
vntimely death. Seeke, then, to bridle fancie with reafon, 
and to reftraine doting affections with due counfaile: 
quench the flame of appetite with wifdome, and, reaching 
at honour, fpurne at beautye: fo mayft thou fay, Venus 
flames are but flafhes, and call Cupid a defpifed boye, not 
a redoubted god, 

Bradamant, thinking thus with blafpheming curfes to 
fhake of[f] fancies fhackles, went out of his chamber to 
fport himfelfe with his companions, where he paffed 
away the day in playing at chefts; but although he 
gaue the checke, he was faine at laft to take the mate: 
for Venus, hearing with what defpightfull tearmes he abufed 
her deity, thought, feeing he defpifed loue, to make him 
yeeld vnto loue, and with panting fighes to craue pardon, 
where with bitter fpeeches he had railed: fhe, therefore. 
feeing he began to make a rampire againft fancie, thought 
to giue a frefh affault to his halfe defenfed fortreffe, and to 
fend Defire as a herald to make the challenge, that Beautie, 
as a champion, might performe the charge. Which doone, 
Bradamant, willing to withftand hir power, paffed three or 
foure daies in perplexed paffions, counting loue as a toye, 
which, being taken in a minute, might be left of at a 
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moment. But he fond as the Abenftone, once kindled, can 
neuer be quenched, as the griffin, if he once foare into the 
ayre, will neuer come downe without his praye; so if 
Venus giue the affault, it is vnpoffible to efcape without 
facking: if loue difplaye her flag, fhe neuer returnes with- 
out victorie; which forced Bradamant to prefent them 
with praiers, whome he had plagued with curfes, and where 
he had fhed bloud, there to offer the facrifice. The re- 
membrance of Meliffaes beautie fo fiered his affections, 
that as the flye Pyrulus cannot liue out of the flame, nor 
the bird Trochilus keepe from the infectious crocodile, fo 
vnies he might enioy what he feared to poffeffe, no meanes 
but death could cure his malady. Bradamant, pining a 
long while in thefe doubtfull thoughts, began once againe 
to debate with himfelfe, but all in vaine; yet mauger his 
owne mind, he burft foorth into thefe fpeeches. 

Alas, poore Bradamant! thou reacheft at that with thy 
hand which thy hart would faine refufe, playing with the 
byrde Ibis which hateth ferpents yet feedeth on their egs. 
Confider, Bradamant, thou art the fonne of a poore gentle- 
man, and fhe the daughter of a mighty duke; the difdaine 
of thy parentage, thy liuing, thy patrimonie, is a fufficient 
cooling to thee: thinke not eagles will catch at flies, or 
fuch mightye potentates ftoope to fuch poore peafants. 
The bull and the hiena cannot be fed together in one ftall ; 
the elephant eateth not where the moufe hath crept; the 
eagle and the doue pearke not on one branche: thefe brute 
beafts mooued only by fence, thou a man, and not to be 
perfwaded by reafon. Ceafe then, Bradamant, to loue her 
who foares fo far aboue thy reach, as looke at hir thou 
maift, but obtaine her thou canft not: play like the tree 
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Citizus, that fuffereth no flye to light vpon his flower: let 
thy mind be like Hercules temple, whereinto no dog can 
enter: fuffer not loue to fcale the forte wherein freedome 
hath taken charge ; fo fhalt thou both efcape enfuing dan- 
gers, and prooue thy felfe more wife then amorous. Ah, 
Bradamant! what, dooeft thou meane to meafure the hea- 
uens with a line, or to furrow the feas with a plough? 
feekeft thou to extinguifh loue by force, or to preuent 
fancie by counfell? dooft thou meane to quench fire with 
a {worde, or to {top the winde with a feather ? Thou knoweft 
loue is to be feared of men, becaufe honoured of the Gods: 
Jupiter could not refift fancye, nor Apollo withftand affec- 
tion, they Gods and yet in loue, thou a man and appointed 
to loue. It is an impreffion, Bradamant, not to be fup- 
preffed by wifedome, becaufe not to bee comprehended 
by reafon; without lawe, and therefore muft needes bee 
aboue all lawe: ftriue not then againft the ftreame, feed 
not with the deare againft the winde, feeke not to appeafe 
Venus with flanders, but with facrifice. Meliffa is beauti- 
full and vertuous, to be wunne with intreatie, if thou feare 
not to attempt: what though Gradaffo frowne, may not 
fhe fauour; he ftifled with couetife, and therefore mutt 
hate; fhe ftirred by Venus, and therefore muft loue: if 
Meliffa like paffe not, if he lowre; yea let both your pa- 
rents miflike, fo you two reft in contented quiet. Brada- 
mant had no fooner vttered thefe words, but he felt his 
minde halfe eafed with flattering himfelfe thus in his fol- 
lies, fo that from doubting if he might loue, he fell to de- 
uifing how to obtaine his loue. Refting thus diuerfly paf- 
fionate, Meliffa, of the contrarye part, began greatlye to 
affect young Bradamant, and though his meane byrthe, 
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his parentage, and lyuing, did diffwade her from liking fo 
bafe a youth, yet a reftleffe defire, a fecret idea and con- 
templation of his vertues and beautye, made hir thinke if 
Gradaffo would graunt, fhe could prefer Bradamant before 
Refilius; fo that hindred in a dylemma, fhe began thus 
doubtfully to debate with hir felfe. 

Oh! vnhappy Meliffa, whofe minde is payned with vnac- 
quainted paffions, and whofe head is troubled with vnequall 
thoughts, fhall thy virgins ftate be ftained with fond de- 
fires, or thy young yeares darkened with Cupids fhadowes ? 
Tis fit for thee, Meliffa, to fpend thy youth in laboures not 
in loues, to pace follemnly after Vefta, not to gad wantonly 
after Venus: maides muft haue deniall in their mouth and 
difdayne in their harts, fo fhall they fafelye remaine free, and 
fecurelye defpife fancie. Diana is painted kiffing Vertue, 
and fpotting Beauties face with a penfell: virgins muft de- 
light in ancient counfailes, not amorous conceits, leaft in 
fmelling vpon fweete violets, they {tumble on bitter rue. 
Truth, Melifsa ; thou giueft good precepts if thou canft fol- 
low thine owne principle ; thou art perfwaded by Brada- 
mant to loue, but take heede of fuch balefull allurements : 
arme thy felfe againft his charming defire with a chafte 
difdaine, fo fhalt thou be fure, as he which weareth lawrell 
cannot be hurte with lightning, nor he that carieth the pen 
of an eagle perifh with thunder, fo fhall neither loue nor 
fancie paine thee with hapleffe paffions. Thinke this; Bra- 
damant is a man, and therefore inconftant; and as he 
fayth a louer, and therefore a flatterer, as fickle as the 
woolues of Syria, which forget their praye ere they be halfe 
fatisfied; and as difsembling as Iupiter, who feedeth Se- 
mele for a while with nectar, and then killeth hir with fire. 
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Sith then, Meliffa, to loue is to loofe, feare not Venus as a 
goddeffe, but defpife her as a wanton; intreate not Cupid 
with prayers, but with curfes; tell Fancie thou wilt reiect 
hir as a vaffall, not regard hir as a vertue: for Bradamant, 
raile at him as a peafant to[o] lowe for thy paffions: in fteed 
of courtefie, prefent him with Medzas inchanted cafket. 
Dooth Bradamant loue Meliffa ? No, he hateth Meliffa; he 
faineth loue to procure thy loffe, he flattereth to trye thy 
follie, and if he find thee to fond, he will bring thee a fleepe 
with melodie, and then ftrike of thy head with Mercurie. 
Oh, Melifsa! condemne not Bradamant without caufe; if 
thou meaneft not to loue him, delight not to lacke him, 
proffer him not netles fith he prefents thee with rofes: if 
he yeeld the honie, rub not his hiue with gall; anfwere him 
freendly, though thou ftraine courtefie to flatter, for fweete 
promifes pleafe more then fower gifts, and pleafant potions 
are better taken though infectious, then bitter pils though 
moft wholefome: and know this, Melifsa, that the flame of 
the hill Chymera is to be quenched with haye, not with 
water; the mountaine in Harpafa to be remooued with 
ones finger, not with the whole ftrength; and loue to be 
driuen out with reafon, not to bee thruft out with force, 
leaft in ftriuing againft Venus fhe play the woman, and 
feeke to reuenge. 

Melifsa had no fooner vttered thefe wordes, but going 
into her clofet fhe pafsed awaye the time two or three dayes 
perplexed : her fweete loue Rofilius could not, with all his 
clownifh courting, driue hir from hir dumpes, but ftill all 
her thoughts and imaginations were fixed on the wytte and 
perfonage of yoong Bradamant, fo that both the louers 
fought by walking in the woods to meete there to difcouer 
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thofe fiery paffions, which fecretly fmothred within their 
brefts. Bradamant, knowing the courfe that his loue vfed 
to keepe, taking his lute in his hand, repaired to a ground 
whether Melifsa prefently reforted, and feeing the faint’ 
whom in heart fhe did reuerence ftealing fecretly amidft 
the thicket, fhe determined to heare fome part of his paf- 
fions. Bradamant, full of melancholy dumps, tuning his 
lute, began to warble out this madrigale: 


The fwans, whofe pens as white as 1uo0ry, 
Eclipfing fayre Endymions filuer-loue, 
Floting like [nowe downe by the banckes of Po, 
Nere tund thetr notes, like Leda once forlorne, 
With more at{pairing fortes of madrigales, 
Then I whome wanton loue hath with his gad, 
Prickt to the courte of deepe aud reftlefse thoughts. 
The frolike yoongsters Bacchus liquor mads 
Run not about the wood of Theffaly, 

With more inchaunted fits of lunacy, 

Then I whome loue, whome fweete and bitter loue, 
Fiers infects with fundry paffions ; 

Now lorne with liking ouermuch my loue, 
Frozen with fearing, uf I flep to far ; 

Fired with gazing at fuch glymmering ftars, 
As fiealing light from Phebus brighteft rayes, 
Sparkles and fets a flame within my bref. 
Reft, refileffe loue, fond baby, be content: 
Child, hold thy darts within thy quiuer clofe, 
And tf thou wilt be rouing with thy bowe, 
Ayme at thofe hearts that may attend on loue, 
Let countrey fwaines, and filly fwads be fill. 


Lo court, yoong wag, and wanton there thy fill. 
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After that Bradamant had recorded this dittie, he heard 
a great rufhling in the bufhes, wherevpon defirous to fee 
what it might be, he efpyed Meliffa, at whofe fight he 
{tood fo amazed, as if with Medufaes head he had beene 
turned toa ftone. The lady, as much agaft, hauing a coofin | 
of hirs with hir called Angelica, vttered not a word; but | 
the louers, made mute with loue, ftood as perfons in a | 
trance, till Bradamant difcourfing his loues, and making 
open his priuie paffions, fell downe at her feete, and craued 
mercie. The ladye, as deepely pained as he was paf- 
fionate, could not conceale fire in the ftraw, nor difsemble 
loue in her lookes, but flatlye tolde him that both the pro- 
portions of his bodye and the vertues of hys minde had 
made fuch a conquett in her affections, that, were it not [for] 
the crabbed and couetous difpofition of the duke, the could 
find in her heart to make him hir onely paramour. But hir 
father Gradafso had prouided her a mariage whome fhe 
durft not refufe, a man able with his wealth to maintaine 
hir, with his parentage to credit hir, and that his poffeffions 
were great gifts to content, and little gods to command 
euen Vefta her felfe to leaue hir virginitie: but, quoth fhe, 
how I reft difcontent with the match, I appeale to the 
Gods and myne owne confcience. 

Bradamant hearing her fo willing to be wonne, tolde 
her that pollicies in loue were not deceipts, but wif- 
dome; that to diffemble in affection was to offer Venus 
her rights; and therfore if her fancy were fuch as fhe 
did proteft, it were eafie to inioye the fruition of their 
loues. Not fo, quoth Meliffa, for rather had I marrye 
Rofilius, and fo wed my felfe to continuall difcontent 
and repentance, then by being lofe in my loues and 
wanton in my thoughts, difobeying my fathers com- 
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maund, to difparage mine honour and become a by-word 
throughout all Aegipt; for ladyes honors are like white 
lawnes, which foone are ftayned with euerye mole. Men in 
their loues haue liberties, that foare they neuer fo high nor 
ftoope they neuer fo lowe, yet their choice is little noted ; 
but women are more glorious obiects, and therfore haue all 
mens eyes attentiuelye bent vpon them: yet (quoth fhe) 
how I miflyke of my fathers commaund, and how male- 
content I am, lend me your lute, and you fhall heare my 
opinion. Bradamant, glad that his miftreffe would vouch- 
fafe to grace him with a fong, deliuered hir the inftrument, 
wherevpon Meliffa, beyng verye {fkilfull, warbled out this 
dittye: 


Obfcure and darke ts all the gloomte aire, 
The curtaine of the night ts ouerfpred ; 

The fylent miftreffe of the loweft [/pheare, 
Puts on her fable coulored vale and lowers}. 
Nor flar nor muilkewhite cyrcle of the fkeye 
Appeares where difcontent doth hold her lodge: 
She fits fhrind in a cannapte of clouds, 

Whofe maffie darkeneffe mazeth euery fenfe. 

Wan ts her lookes, her cheekes of azure hue, 

Flir hatres as Gorgons foule retorting fnakes ; 
Enume the glaffe wherein the hag doth gaze, 
Refileffe the clocke that chimes hir faft a fleepe, 
Difquiet thoughts the minuts of her watch. 

forth from her caue the fiend full oft dooth flie: 
Lo kings fhe goes, and troubles them with crownes, 
Setting thofe high afpiring brands on fire, 
That flame from earth unto the feate of Foue: 
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To fuch as Midas, men that dote on wealth, 
And rent the bowels of the middle earth 

for coine; who gape, as did faire Danae, 
Lor fhowers of gold: their difcontent in blacke, 
Lhrowes forth the viols of her refileffe cares: 
Lo fuch as fit at Paphos for releefe, 

And offer Venus manie folemne vowes, 

Lo fuch as Fymen, in his faffron robe, 

flath knit a Gordion knot of paffions. 

Lo thefe, to all, parting the glomie aire, 
Black difcontent doth make hir bad repaire. 


No fooner had Melifsa ended this fonnet, but for feare 
the two louers, though moft vnwilling, parted, determining 
when occafion would ferue, they would meete againe. Yet 
was not their meeting fo in fecret but old Gradaffo knew of 
their conference: wherevpon he not onlye blamed _ his 
daughter, and in bitter and railing tearmes mifufed the 
father of Bradamant, but fought with all poffible fpeed to 
difpatch the marriage, Melifsa, paffing the dayes in me- 
lancholie, and the night in paffionate dumpes, that her 
nuptials were fo nye. Though men determine the Gods doo 
difpofe, and oft times many things fall out betweene the 
cup and the lip; for the day being appointed, certaine 
tenants, as well gentlemen as others, that were vnder the 
duke, went to Pharao with generall complaints of his 
couetous and barbarous crueltye. Pharao, whofe thoughts 
aimed at exceffiue defire of coine, tooke oportunitie by the 
hand, and thought by thefe complaints to pofsefe himfelfe 
of all his poffeffions and treafure : wherevpon he fent for the 
duke and Rofilius, and after he had heard the complaints, 
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he banifht him, and Rofilius his fonne in lawe, with his 
daughter Melifsa, out of all the confines of Aegipt= *Gra- 
dafso, willing to anfwer to his accufers, could not be fuf- 
fered by the king to make any replye, but within three 
dayes they muft depart ; which fo danted the duke and 
yoong Rofilius, that they ftoode like thofe men that Per- 
feus turned to ftones; and poore Melifsa forrowing at the 
hard cenfure of the king, and weeping at the mishap of hir 
father, cryed out againft fortune that was fo fickle, and the 
{tarres that had fo badlye dealt in the configuration of 
their natiuitie, feeing hir forrow with teares, and her for- 
tunes with wailings. Well, to be breefe, the day came of 
their departure: the duke with Rofilius and Melifsa were 
imbarked in a little ship, and fo tranfported into Libia; 
where when they arriued, the duke, for that he had {mall 
acquaintance or none in the countrie, liued obfcurely and 
in poore eftate ; the clowne Rofilius, hauing no quallities of 
the mind, onely at home relying vpon his reuenues, and 
now abroad driuen to fatisfie his thirft with his hands, 
and to releeue his hunger with applying himfelfe to 
any feruile kind of drudgerie. Melifsa she got hir felfe 
into the feruice of a rich merchant, where with fuch cour- 
tefie she behaued hir felfe, that she was generally liked of 
all the houshold. 

While thus thefe three pilgrims liued in this penance, 
Bradamant, hearing of this ftraunge accident, fell into 
diuers and fundry perplexed paffions. Firft, the feruent 
affection he bare vnto Melifsa tolde him that fortune 
may not part louers, nor the inconftant conftellation 
of the planets difseuer that which fancye had vnited with 
fuch a bande; that the vowes of Venus are not to be vio- 
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lated; that loue muft refemble a cyrcle, whofe motion 
neuer ceafethin that rounde: therfore he was bound by 
loue and dutie to fayle after them into Lybia, and there to 
giue what releefe he could to thefe exiles. But to thefe 
refolutions came ftrange and contrary motions: firft, the 
forfaking of his father whome he moft reuerently ho- 
noured ; fecondly, his freends whome in all duty he did 
reuerence ; but that which pained him moft was to leaue 
Egipt his countrey, which hee loued more then his life, in 
fo much that, with Vlifses hee counted the fmoake of 
Ithaca fweeter then the fiers of Troie. Thefe confidera- 
tions drewe him from his refolution of departure, fo that he 
{taied for two or three daies paffionate in A©gipt ; but loue 
that is reftleffe fuffred him to take no reft, but in his 
dreames prefented him with the shape of Melifa, and 
waking fancie fet fo playnely the idea of her perfon and 
perfection before his eyes, that, as one tormented with a 
fecond hell, neither refpecting father, country, nor friends, 
as foone as wynde and weather did ferue, rigging a bonny 
bark to the fea, he paffed into Libia. Where he was no 
fooner arriued, but ftraight hee highed him to the court, 
where then Sacrapant, the king of that land, kept his pal- 
lace royall. Bradamant, liuing there for a fpace as a cour- 
tier, won fuch fauour for his excellent wit and rare qua- 
lities, that the king held him as one of his cheefe gentle- 
men, and promoted him great giftes ; in fo much that who 
but Bradamant in all the court of Libia flowrisht thus in 
great credit. He fought about to finde out the duke and his 
daughter. Him ona day, as he paffed downe to the fea 
cliffes, he found gathering of cockles, profeffing the ftate of 
a fifher-man; with whom, after he had parled a little, he 
bewrayed what he was, and in what eftimation he was with 
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Sacrapant. The duke, glad to fee one of his countriemen 
and neyghbours in fo ftrang a land, embraced him; to 
whom Bradamant briefly difcourfed his mynde as concern- 
ing the imperfections of Rofilius, how his wealth onely re- 
fpected, whereof now he was depryued, he was a mere pea- 
fant and flaue of nature, not able, being exild, though 
noble borne, to fhew any fparks of honor: feeing then the 
duke was tyed to extremities, he would now marry his 
daughter, and make hir liue, as hir calling deferued, in the 
court. Gradaffo no fooner heard his minde, but he graunted 
to hys motion, fo that Bradamant breaking the matter to 
the king Sacrapant with all his lordes, feeing the damzell 
fo fayre, condifcended, and with great pompe folempnifed 
the nuptials. Where Bradamant mainteyned his wyfe and 
his father very richly, vntill Pharao dying, the duke, Bra- 
damant, and his wyfe Meliffa, with the clownifh lord Rofi- 
lius, paffed home to theyr former poffeffions. 

Perimedes hauing tolde his tale, he burft forth into thefe 
fpeeches. Thou feeft, Delia, how farre wit is preferred before 
wealth, and in what eftimation the qualities of the mynde are 
in refpect of worldly poffeffions. Archimedes hauing fuffered 
fhipwrack on the fea, being caft on fhoare, all the rest of 
the paffengers forrowing becaufe theyr goods were loft, he, 
efpying certaine geometricall cara¢ters, merrily and cheere- 
fully fayd vnto them, Feare not, fellow-mates in misfortune, 
for I fee the {teps of men, and fo paffed ; but when hee was 
knowen among them, the phylofophers releeued them all. 
Leaft Perimedes fhould haue gone forward in his difcourfe, 
one of his neighbours came in to beare him company, and 
fo hee ceaft from his pratle. 

If the reft of their difcourfe happen into my hands, 
then, Gentlemen, looke for newes. 


Black Smith. 


William Bubb, Gentleman, to his 
freend the Author. 


AFTER that, freend Robin, you had finifhed Perymedes, 
and vouchfafed to commit it to my vewe, liking the worke, 
and fo much the rather for that you beftowed the Dedica- 
tion on my verye good freind Maifter Geruis Clifton, 
whofe deferts merit it (and one of more worth) when your 
labour fhall be imploied more feriouflie, the laft fheete 
hanging in the preffe, comming into your ftudie, I found in 
your defke certaine fonets, fained to be written by the 
Chaldees, what time the poore Smith and his wife liued fo 
contentedlye ; which fhee hauing kept as iewels in her 
cheft, and you as relikes in your chamber, not letting any 
but your familiars to perufe them, for that you feared to 
difcouer your little fkill in verfe : thefe fonets, for that they 
fit my humour, and will content others, or els my iudge- 
ment failes, I charge thee, by that familiar conuerfing that 
hath paft betweene vs, that thou annex them to the ende 
of this pamphlet, which if you grant, we ftill reft as we 
haue beene: if not, Actum eft de amicitia, and fo farewell. 


Thine, WILLIAM BUBB. 


The Author. 


Being, gentlemen, thus ftritily coniured by mine efpeciall 
good freend, [ dare not but rather hazard my credit on your 
courtefies then loofe, for fo fmall a trifle, his freendfhip whome 
f haue euer found as faithfull as familiar, and fo familiar 
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as can come within the compaffe of amitie: then, I humbly 
intreate, if my verfes be harhe, or want the grace that poems 
Should haue, that you will ouerfhadow them with your fa- 
nours,; and pardon all, the rather for that I prefent them 
upon confiraint : if in thts your courtefies fhall freend me, I 
will either labour to haue better frill in poetrie, or els fweare 
neuer to write anye more; and fo I hartely bid you farewell. 


KieGe 


WUEN the Caldees ruled in Aegypt, as the Gimnofophifts 
did in India, and the Sophi in Greece, they vfed to en- 
deuor, as far as their graue counfailes could preuaile, to 
fuppreffe all wanton affections, refpecting not the degrees 
of perfons to whome they deliuered their fatyricall exhorta- 
tions: it chanced, therfore, that Pfamnetichus yoongeft 
fonne, addi&ted tof[o] much to wanton defires, and to fot 
himfelfe in the beautie of women, one of the Caldees, hauing 
an infight into his lafciuious lyfe, perfwaded him to defift 
from fuch fading pleafures, whofe momentarye delights did 
breede lafting reproche and infamie. The yoong prince, 
making light account of his words, went into his ftudye, 
and writ him an answer, fonnet-wife, to this effect : 


I am but yoong, and may be wanton yet. 


In Cypres fat fayre Venus by a fount, 
Wanton Adonis toying on her knee, 

She kift the wag, her darling of accompt: 
The boie gan blufh, which when his louer fee; 
She fmild and told him loue might challenge debt, 
And he was yoong and might be wanton yet. 


Black Sinith. 


The boy waxt bold, fiered by fond defire, 
That woe he could, and court hir with conceipt, 
Reafon fpied this, and fought to quench the fire 
With cold difdaine; but wily Adon ftraight 
Cherd vp the flame and faide, good fir, what let ? 
I am but young, and may be wanton yet. 


Reafon replied that Beawty was a bane 

To fuch as feed their fancy with fond loue, 

That when fweete youth with luft is ouertane, 

It rues in age: this could not Adon moue, 
For Venus taught him ftill this reft to fet 
That he was young, and might be wanton yet. 


Where Venus ftrikes with beauty to the quick, 
It litle vayles fage Reafon to reply. 
Few are the cares for fuch as are loue-ficke 
But loue: then though I wanton it awry 

And play the wag, from Adon this I get, 

I am but young, and may be wanton yet. 


After the young prince had ended his fonnet, and gyuen 
it, as it were in deryfion, to the Caldee, the olde man, 
willing to gyue him a fop of the fame fawce, called to- 
gether his wyts, and refelled his reafon thus, after his 
owne methode : 


The Syren Venus nourift in hir lap 
Faire Adon, fwearing whiles he was a youth 
He might be wanton: note his after-hap, 

The guerdon that fuch lawleffe luft enfueth : 
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So long he followed flattering Venus lore, 
Till, feely lad, he perifht by a bore. 


Mars in his youth did court this lufty dame; 
He woon hir loue, what might his fancy let ? 
He was but young: at laft vnto his fhame 
Vulcan intrapt them flily in a net, 
And call’d the Gods to witneffe as a truth, 
A leachers fault was not excus’d by youth. 


If crooked age accounteth youth his fpring, 
The fpring, the fayreft feafon of the yeare, 
Enricht with flowers and fweetes, and many a thing 
That fayre and gorgeous to the eyes appeare, 
It fits that youth the fpring of man fhould be, 
Richt with fuch flowers as vertue yeeldeth thee. 


After that the olde Caldee had penned this poeme, hee 
prefented it to the young prince, but how it tooke effect I 
litle know, and leaue you to fuppofe; but this I am. fure, 
Delia kept it in hir cafket as a relick, and therefore as I 
had it I prefent it. 

This fonnet had no name prefixed, fo that I knowe not 
whofe inuention it was; but Delia held it more deere then 
all the reft, fo that before fhee drew it out off hir boxe fhee 
prayfed it with many proteftations; but as the argument 
may inferre coniecture, it was doone by a louer whofe mif- 
treffe was hard-hearted, which hee dyfcouered metaphori- 
cally and myldly, thus: 


Faire is my loue for Aprill in her face, 
Hir louely brefts September claimes his part, 


Black Smith. 


And lordly July in her eyes takes place, 

But colde December dwelleth in her heart : 
Bleft be the months that fets my thoughts on fire, 
Accurft that month that hindreth my defire. 


Like Phcebus fire, fo fparkles both her eies, 

As ayre perfumde with amber is her breath ; 

Like fwelling waues her louely teates do rife, 

As earth hir heart, cold, dateth me to death. 
Aye me, poore man, that on the earth do lue, 
When vnkind earth, death, and difpaire doth giue. 


In pompe fits Mercie feated in hir face, 

Loue twixt her brefts his trophees dooth imprint ; 

Her eyes fhines fauour, courtefie, and grace: 

But touch her heart, ah! that is framd of flint ; 
That fore my harueft in the graffe beares graine, 
The rock twill weare, wafht with a winters raine. 


This read ouer, fhe clapt it into her cafket, and brought 
out an old ruftie paper; and with that fhe f{myled on her 
husband, and fpake to her neighbour fitting by: I will tell 
you, goffip, (quoth fhe) as precifelye as my husband fits, 
hee hath beene a wag, but nowe age hath pluckt out all 
his coltes teeth; for when hee and I made loue one to an- 
other, hee got a learned clarke to write this dittie, fubtilly 
contriued as though it had beene betweene fheepheards, 
but he ment it of me and himfelfe. 
this, and fo the fonnet was read, thus: 


Phillis kept fheepe along the wefterne plaines, 
And Coridon did feed his flocks hard by: 
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This fheepheard was the flower of all the fwaines, 
That trac’d the downes of fruitfull Theffalie ; 
And Phillis, that did far her flocks furpaffe 
In filuer hue, was thought a bonny laffe. 


A bonny laffe, quaint in her country tire, 
Was louely Phillis; Coridon fwore fo: 
e" Her locks, her lookes, did fet the fwaine on fire, 
He left his lambes, and he began to woe. 
He lookt, he fitht, he courted with a kiffe: 
No better could the filly fwad then this. 


He little knew to paint a tale of loue, 
Sheepheards can fancie, but they cannot faye : 
Phillis gan fmile, and wily thought to proue, 
What vncouth greefe poore Coridon did pate. 
She afkt him how his flocks or he did fare ? 
Yet penfiue thus his fighes did tell his care. 


The fheepheard blufht when Phillis queftioned fo, 

And {wore by Pan it was not for his flocke[s] ; 

Tis loue, faire Phillis, breedeth all this woe ; 

My thoughts are trapt within thy louely locks: 
Thine eye hath pearft, thy face hath fet on fire. 
Faire Phillis kindleth Coridons defire. 


Can fheepheards loue? faid Phillis to the fwaine: 
Such faints as Phillis; Coridon replied. 
Men when they luft can many fancies faine, 
é Said Phillis: this not Coridon denied, 

That luft had lies ; but loue, quoth he, fayes truth: 
Thy fheepheard loues, then, Phillis, what enfueth ? 


Black Smith. 


Phillis was won: fhe blufht and hung the head, i d 
The {waine ftept to, and cher’d hir with a kiffe ; | 
With faith, with troth, they ftroke the matter dead: 
So vfed they when men thought not amiffe. 

This loue begun and ended both in one ; 

Phillis was loued, and fhe lik’t Corydon. 


And thus, gentlemen, at my freends requeft, I haue put 
in print thofe bad fonnets ; which otherwife I had refolued 
to haue made obfcure, like the pictures that Phidias drew 
in his prentize-hood, which hee paynted in the night and 
blotted out in the day. If they paffe but with filence, how 
foeuer you {myle at them fecretly, I care not: if they bee 
fo ill that you cannot but murmur openly at fuch trafh, 
I runne to the laft claufe of my freends letter: doo this: 
Aut actum de amicttia. And fo I bid you farewell. 
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fome true manifeftation made of thefe things ; but bee it 
farre from me to be the author thereof, as verie unfit to deli- 
ver my cenfure of any matter publique, and moft unwilling 
to have my weaknes difcovered in private. And fo doo 
leave you to the happie fucceffe of your accuftomed good 
exercifes, earneftlie wifhing that there may bee fome better 
acceptance made of the fruites of your ftudies, than there 
hath been of our hazards in the warres. From London the 
30 of Auguit. 1589. 


FINIS, 


Errors in fundrie names muft thus be read. 


Pag 16, lin. 31,reade Santa Cruz ; lin. 23 reade abaaa- 
vid. Pag 17, lin. 1, reade at A/adrid, lita teat ene 
Manco. Pag 21, lin..12, reade Cap. Sydenhaniae Fecmeo, 
lin. 8, reade at Lorina; lin. 34-35 reade fos Cavalleros. 
Pag 34, lin. 6, reade- Sant Vués.. Pag 45, lineaoes irene 
del Tercio de Napoles, lin. 34, reade Capt. Sauban. 
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A quaint difpute between Veluet- 
breeches and Cloth-breeches. 


Wherein ws plainely fet downe the diforders tn all 
Liftates and Trades. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


It was the Editor’s intention to have written a short historical 
Introduction to the ensuing Reprint, but severe illness has pre- 
vented the execution of his purpose, and he can now do little 
more than refer the reader to the description of the original tract 
in Bibl. Account, vol. i, p. 257. The fruitless expedition to which the 
pamphlet relates, is, of course, mentioned by Camden, Stowe (Annals 
1605, p. 1263), and others ; but the details, on the authority of an 
eye-witness and partaker in the enterprise, are here alone fur- 
nished, and they will be found highly interesting. They have been in 
the possession of the editor for upwards of forty years, and during 
that period neither he nor any of his friends have met with a 
trace of a second copy of the narrative. It is especially worthy 
of notice from the frequent mention it makes of the deeds and 
darings of such men as the Earl of Essex, Sir Roger Williams, Sir 
John Norris, Sir Francis Drake, and other prominent historical 
personages. There can be little doubt that it was suppressed soon 
after it was printed, and it will easily be perceived how likely it 
was to give offence in high quarters. 
Ja 
Maidenhead, 

September 1870. 
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RYAZOME holding opinion that it is onely proper to 
| men of learning (whofe arte may grace their 
dooings) to write of matter worthie to be 
‘ committed to the viewe of future ages, may 
judge the publication of fuch Difcourfes as are con- 
tained in this pamphlet to be an adventure too great for a 
profeffed fouldier to undertake : but I, more refpecting the 
abfolute truth of the matter than the faire fhew that might 
be fet thereon, and preferring the high reputation of the 
Aétors in this journey before the requeft of my particular 
friend, have prefumed to prefent unto you a report of the 
late Voyage into Spaine and Portingall, fent unto me 
almoft 4 moneths fithence from a gentleman, my verie 
nere friend, employed in the fame ; who, as it appeareth in 
his obfervations, hath advifedlie feene into everie action 
thereof: and becaufe I have often conferred with manie 
that were in the fame journey, verie nere upon everie par- 
ticular of his relation, and finde as much confirmed as I 
have received, I prefume to deliver it unto you for true and 
exact. Howbeit, forafmuch as it came unto my hands 
with his earneft requeft to referve it to myfelfe, I had 
almoft confented thereunto, had not the defire I have to 
reconcile the contrarietie of opinions that be held of that 
action, and to make it known what honour the caufe hath 
laid upon our whole nation, mooved me to publifh the fame: 
whereof fith there may growe a greater benefit in publique 
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(for that manie fhall partake thereof) than the pleafure can 
be to him in fmothering the labors he hath beftowed in 
fetting downe the Difcourfe, I doubt not but he, efteeming 
a common good before his private fancie, will pardon me 
herein. In the behalfe of whom, I befeech you to whofe 
view and reading the fame‘is offered, not fo curiouflie to 
looke upon the forme as upon the matter; which I prefent 
unto you as he fent it, naked and unpolifhed. And you 
that were companions with him of the journey, if anie of 
you may thinke your felves not fully fatisfied in the report 
of your defervings, let me intreate you to excufe him ; in 
that he, indevouring to write thereof briefly for my par- 
ticular underftanding, did onely take notice of them who 
commaunded the fervices in chiefe, as being of greateft 
marke, and lay the blame upon me, who can by no meanes 
avoyd it: faving that, from the fault 1 have committed (if 
it be a fault), I hope there may fome good proceed. It 
hath fatisfied me in many things whereof I being ignorant, 
was led into an erronious conceipt of the matter and of the 
perfons: and I hope it fhall both confirme others who maie 
remaine doubtfull of either; and reforme them that, having 
been feduced, are become fectaries agaynft the fame. I will, 
therefore, commend the man and matter to your friendly 
cenfure, forbearing to notifie his name, leaft I might in- 
creafe mine offence againft him, and be nameleffe my felfe 
for other good confiderations: which I leave, friendly 
Reader, to thy beft conftruction. 


eee iW ba C@ PIB OE AAS fs liek: 
Sent from a Gentleman, who was in al the Services 
that were in the late Journey of Spaine 
and Portingall, to a friend of his. 


ALTHOUGH the defire of advancing my reputation caufed 
me to withftand the manie perfwafions you ufed to hold 
me at home, and the purfute of honorable actions drew 
me (contrarie to your expectation) to neglect that advife, 
which in love I know you gave me, yet in refpect of the 
manie affurances you have yeelded me of your kindeft 
friendfhip, I can not fufpect that you wil either love or 
efteeme me the leffe at this my returne; and, therefore, will 
not omit any occafion which may make me appeare thank- 
full, or difcharge anie part of that dutie I owe you, which 
now is none other than to offer you a true difcourfe how 
thefe warres of Spaine and Portingall have paffed fince our 
going out of England the xviii of Aprill, till our returne, 
which was the firft of July. Wherein I wil (under your 
favourable pardon) for your further fatisfaction, as well make 
relation of thofe reafons which confirmed me in my pur- 
pofe of going abroad, as of thefe accidents which have 
happened during our abode there ; thereby hoping to per- 
fwade you that no light fancie did draw me from the 
fruition of your deareft friendfhip, but an earneft defire, 
by following the warres to make my felfe more worthie of 
the fame. 
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Having, therefore, determinately purpofed to put on the 
habit of a fouldiour, I grewe doubtfull whether to imploy 
my time in the warres of the Lowe Countreyes, which are 
in auxiliarie manner mainteined by her Majeftie, or to 
follow the fortune of this voyage, which was an adventure 
of her, and manie honourable perfonages, in revenge of un- 
fupportable wrongs offered unto the eftate of our countrey 
by the Caftilian king: in arguing whereof I finde, that by 
how much the challenger is reputed before the defendant, 
by fo much is this jorney to be preferred before thofe de- 
fenfive warres. For had the Duke of Parma his turne 
been to defend, as it was his good fortune to invade, from 
whence could have proceeded that glorious honor which 
thefe late warres have laid uppon him, or what could have 
been faid more of him than of a refpondent (though never 
fo valiant) in a private duell? Even that he hath done no 
more than by his honour he was tied unto; for the gaine 
of one towne, or anie {mall defeate, giveth more renowme 
to the affailant than the defence of a countrey, or the with- 
{tanding of twentie encounters, can yeeld any man who is 
bound by his place to gard the same: whereof as well the 
particulars of our age, efpecially in the Spaniard, as the 
reports of former hiftories may affure us, which have ftill 
laid the fame of all warres upon the invador. And do not 
ours in thefe daies live obfcured in Flanders, either not 
having wherewithall to manage anie warre, or not putting 
on armes, but to defend themfelves when the enemie fhall 
procure them? Whereas, in this fhort time of our adven- 
ture, wee have wonne a towne by efcalade, battred and 
affaulted another, overthrowen a mightie princes power in 
the field, landed our armie in three feverall places of his 
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kingdom, marched feaven daies in the hart of his countrey, 
lyen three nights in the fuburbes of his principall citie, 
beaten his forces into the gates thereof, and poffeffed two 
of his frontier forts, as fhall in difcourfe thereof more par- 
ticularly appeare: whereby I conclude that going with an 
invadour, and in fuch an aétion as everie daie giveth new 
experience I have much to vaunt of, that my fortune did 
either carrie me thither than into the warres of Flanders. 
Notwithftanding the vehement perfwafions you ufed with 
me to the contrarie, the ground whereof fithence you re- 
ceived them from others, you muft give me leave to ac- 
quaint you with the error you were lead into by them, who, 
labouring to bring the world into an opinion that it ftood 
more with the fafetie of our eftate to bend all our forces 
again{t the Prince of Parma, than to followe this action, by 
looking into the true effets of this journey, will judicially 
convince themfelves of miftaking the matter. For may the 
conqueft of thefe countreyes againft the Prince of Parma 
bee thought more eafie for us alone now, than the defence 
of them was xi years agoe, with the men and money of the 
Queene of England, the power of Monfieur of France; the 
affiftance of the principall States of Germanie, and the 
nobilitie of their owne countrey? Could not an armie of 
more than 20,000 horfe, and almoft 30,000 foote, beate Don 
John de Auftria out of the countrey, who was poffeffed of 
a very few frontier townes ? And {hall it now be laid upon 
her Majefties fhoulders to remoove fo mightie an enimie, 
who hath left us but 3 whole parts of 17 unconquered ? It 
is not a journey of a few months, nor an auxiliarie warre of 
few yeres, that can damnifie the King of Spaine in thofe 
places, where we fhall meete at everie 8 or 10 miles end with 
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a towne, which will coft more the winning than will pay 4 or 
5000 mens wages, where all the countrey is quartred by 
rivers, which have no paffage unfortefied, and where moft 
of the beft fouldiers of Chriftendome, that be on our ad- 
verfe partie, be in pencion. But our armie, which hath not 
coft her Majeftie much above the third part of one yeares 
expences in the Lowe Countries, hath alreadie fpoyled a 
great part of the provifion he had made at the Groyne of 
all forts for a newe voyage into England, burnt 3 of his 
(hips, whereof one was the fecond in the laft yeares expedi- 
tion, taken from him above 150 pieces of good artillarie, 
cut off more than 60 hulkes and 20 French fhips, well 
manned, fit and readie to ferve him for men of warre 
againft us, laden for his ftore with corne, victualls, mafts, 
cables, and other merchandize ; flaine and taken the prin- 
cipall men of warre hee had in Galitia; made Don Pedro 
Enriques de Gufman, Conde de Fuentes, Generall of his 
forces in Portingall, fhamefullie runne at Penieha ; laide 
along of his beft commanders in Lisbone; and by thefe 
fewe adventures difcovered how eafilie her Majeftie may, 
without any great adventure, in fhort time pull the 72vanz 
of the World upon his knees, as well by the difquieting his 
ufurpation of Portingall as without difficultie in keeping 
the commoditie of his Indies from him by fending an armie 
fo accomplifhed as may not be fubject to thofe extremities 
which we have endured, except he draw for thofe defences 
his forces out of the Lowe Countries, and disfurnish his 
garifons of Naples and Milan, which with fafetie of thofe 
places he may not doo. And yet by this meane shall 
rather be inforced thereunto, than by any force that can be 
ufed there againft him: wherefore I directly conclude that 
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this proceeding is the moft fafe and neceffarie way to be 
held againft him, and, therefore, more importing than the 
warre in the Lowe Countries. 

Yet hath the journey (I know) been much mifliked by 
fome, who, either thinking too worthely of the Spaniards 
valour, too indifferently of his purpofes againft us, or too 
unworthely of them that undertooke this journey againft 
him, did thinke it a thing dangerous to encounter the 
Spaniard at his owne home, a thing needleffe to proceede 
by invafion againft him, a thing of too great moment for 
two fubjects of their qualitie to undertake; and, therefore, 
did not fo advance the beginnings, as though they hoped 
for any good fucceffe thereof. 

The chaunces of warres bee things moft uncertaine; for 
what people foever undertake them, they are in deede but 
as chaftizements appointed by God for the one fide or the 
other. For which purpofe it hath pleafed him to give fome 
victories to the Spaniards of late yeares againft- fome 
whome he had in purpofe to ruine. But if we confider 
what warres they be that have made their name fo terrible, 
we fhall finde them to have been none other than againft 
the barbarous Moores, the naked Indians, and the unarmed 
Netherlanders, whofe yeelding rather to the name than act 
of the Spaniards hath put them into fuch a conceipt of 
their mightines, as they have confiderately undertaken the 
conqueft of our monarchie, confifting of a people united, 
and alwaies held fufficientlie warlike; againft-whom what 
fucceffe their invincible armie had the laft yeare, as our 
very children can witnes, fo I doubt not but this voyage 
hath fufficiently made knowne what they are even upon 
their owne dounghill; which, had it been fet out in fuch fort 
C 
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as it was agreed uppon by their firft demaund, it might 
have made our nation the moft glorious people of the 
world. For hath not the want of 8 of the 12 peeces of 
artillerie, which was promifed unto the adventure, loft her 
Majeftie the poffeffion of the Groyne, and many other 
places, as hereafter fhall appeare, whofe defenfible rampiers 
were greater than our batterie (fuch as it was) cold force, 
and, therefore, were left unattempted. 

It was alfo refolved to have fent 600 Englifh horfe of the 
Lowe Countries, wherof we had not one, notwithftanding 
the great charges expended in their tranfportation hither ; 
and that may the armie affembled at Puente de Burgos 
thanke God of, as well as the forces of Portingall, who 
foreranne us fixe daies together. Did wee not want feaven 
of the thirteene old companies we fhould have had from 
thence? foure of the ten Dutch companies, and fixe of 
their men of warre for the fea from the Hollanders ? which 
I may juftly fay we wanted in that we might have had fo 
many good fouldiers, fo many good fhippes, and fo many 
able bodies more than we had. 

Did there not, upon the firft thinking of the journey, 
divers gallant courtiers put in their names for adventurers 
to the fumme of 10,000 li, who, feeing it went [not] forward 
in good earneft, advifed themfelves better, and laid the 
want of fo much money upon the journey? 

Was there not, moreover, a round fumme of the adven- 
ture {pent in levieng, furnifhing, and mainteyning three 
moneths 1500 men for the fervice of Berghen ; with which 
companies the mutinies of Oftend was fuppreffed, a fervice 
of no fmall moment? 


What miferie the detracting of the time of our fetting 
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out, which fhould have been the firft of Februarie, did lay 
"pon us, too many can witneffe: and what extremitie the 
want of that moneths victualls which we did eate during 
the moneth we lay at Plimoth for a winde, might have 
driven us unto, no man can doubt of that knoweth what 
men doo live by, had not God given us in the end a more 
profperous winde and fhorter pafflage into Galitia then hath 
been often feen, where our owne force and fortune revic- 
tualled us largely : of which croffe windes that held us two 
daies after our going out, the Generalls, being wearie, 
thruit to fea in the fame, wifely choofing rather to attend 
the change thereof there, than by being in harborough to 
loofe any part of the better when it {hould come, by having 
their men on fhoare: in which two daies 25 of our com- 
panies, {hipped in parte of the fleete, were fcattered from 
us, either not being able or willing to double Uthant. 

Thefe burthens laid upon our Generalls before their 
going out they have patiently endured, and thinke they 
have thereby much enlarged their honor; for having done 
thus much with the want of our artillarie, 600 horfe, 3000 
foote, 20,000 li of their adventure, and one moneths vic- 
tualls of their proportion, what may bee conjectured they 
would have done with their full compliment ? 

For the loffe of our men at fea, fince wee can lay it on 
none but the will of God, what can be faide more than that 
it is his pleafure to turne all thofe impediments to the 
honour of them againft whom they were intended ?- and he 
will ftill fhew himfelfe the God of hoafts in dooing great 
things by them whome many have fought to obfcure : who, 
if they had let the action fal at the height thereof in 
refpect of thofe defeéts, which were fuch, efpecially for the 
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fervice at land, as would have made a mightie fubject 
ftoope under them. I doo not fee how any man could 
juftly have laid any reproach upon him who commanded 
the fame, but rather have lamented the iniquitie of this 
time, wherein men whom foreign countries have for their 
conduét in fervice worthily efteemed of, fhould not only 
in their owne countrey not be feconded in their honourable 
endevors, but mightily hindred, even to the impairing of 
their owne eftates, which moft willingly they have adven- 
tured for the good of their countries : whofe worth I will 
not valew by my report, leaft I fhould feeme guiltie of flat- 
terie (which my foule abhorreth) and yet come fhort in the 
true meafure of their praife. 

Onely, for your inftruction, againft them who had almoft 
feduced you from the true opinion you ought to holde of 
fuch men, you fhall underftand that Generall Norris from 
his booke was trained up in the warres of the Admirall of 
France, and in verie young yeares had charge of men under 
the Erle of Effex in Ireland ; which with what commenda- 
tions he there difcharged, I leave to the reporte of them who 
obferved thofe fervices. Upon the breach betwixt Don 
John and the States, he was made Colonell Generall of all 
the Englith forces there prefent or to come, which he con- 
tinued two yeares: hee was then made Martfhall of the 
field under Conte Hohenlo; and after that Generall of the 
armie in Frifland. At his comming home, in the time of 
Monfier’s governement in Flanders, hee was made Lord 
Prefident of Monfter, in Ireland, which he yet holdeth, 
from whence within one yeare he was fent for, and fent 
Generall of the Englith forces her Majeftie then lent to the 
Lowe Countries ; which hee held till the Earle of Leicefters 
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going over. And hee was made Marfhall of the Field in 
England, the enemie being upon our coaft, and when it was 
expected the crowne of England fhould have been tried by 
battaile. All which places of commandement, which never 
any Englifh-man fucceffively attained unto in forraine 
warres, and the high places her Majeftie hath thought him 
worthie of may fuffice to perfwade you that he was not 
altogether unlikely to difcharge that which he undertooke. 

What fame Generall Drake hath gotten by his journey 
about the world, by his adventures in the Weft Indies, and 
the fcourges he hath laid upon the Spanith nation, I leave 
to the Southerne parts to fpeake of, and referre you to the 
booke extant in our own language treating of the fame ; 
and befeech you, confidering the waightie matters they 
have in all the courfe of their lives with wonderfull reputa- 
tion managed, that you will efteeme them not well informed 
of their proceedings, that thinke them infufficient to paffe 
through that which they undertooke, efpeciallie having gone 
thus farre in the viewe of the world through fo many incom- 
brances, and difappointed thofe agreements which led them 
the rather to undertake the fervice. 

But it may be you wil thinke me herein either too much 
opiniated of the voiage, or conceited of the commanders, 
that labouring thus earneftly to advance the opinion of 
them both, have not fo much as touched any part of the 
misorders, weaknes, and wants, that have been amongft 
us, whereof they that returned did plentifullie report. True 
it is, I have conceived a great opinion of the journey, and 
doo thinke honorably of the commanders ; for we finde in 
greateft antiquities that many commanders have been re- 
ceived home with triumph for leffe merite, and that our 


14 A True Coppie of a Difcourfe. 


owne countrey hath honoured men heretofore with admira- 
tion for adventures unequall to this: it might, therefore, in 
thofe daies have feemed fuperfluous to extend any mans 
commendations by particuler remembrances, for that then 
all men were readie to give everie man his due. But I 
holde it moft neceffarie in thefe daies, fithence everie vertue 
findeth her direét oppofit, and actions worthy of all memory 
are in danger to be envioufly obfcured to denounce the 
praifes of the action and actors to the full; but yet no fur- 
ther than with finceritie of truth, and not without grieving 
at the injurie of this time, wherin is enforced a neceffitie of 
apologies for thofe men and matters, which all former 
tinies were accuftomed to entertaine with the greateft ap- 
plaufe that might be. 

But to anfwere the reports which have been given out in 
reproch of the actors and action by fuch as were in the’ 
fame, let no man think otherwife but that they who, fear- 
ing the cafuall accidents of warre, had any purpofe of re- 
tourning, did firft advife of fome occafion that fhould moove 
them thereunto; and having found any what fo ever did 
thinke it fufficiently juft, in refpect of the earneft defire 
they had to feeke out matter that might colour their com- 
ming home. 

Of thefe there were fome who, having noted the late 
Flemmifh warres, did finde that many young men have 
gone over and fafely retourned foldiers within fewe moneths 
in having learned fome words of art ufed in the warres, and 
thought, after that good example, to fpend like time 
amongft us ; which being expired, they began to quarrell at 
the great mortallitie that was amongft us. 

The neglect of difcipline in the armie, for that men were 
fuffered to be drunck with the plentie of wines. 
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The fcarfetie of furgions. 

The want of carriages for the hurt and ficke; and the 
penurie of victualls in the campe. 

Thereupon divining that there would be no good done ; 
and that, therefore, they could be content to lofe their time, 
and adventure to returne home againe. 

Thefe men have either conceived well of their owne wits 
(who, by obferving the paffages of the warre, were become 
fufficient foldiers in thefe fewe weeks) and did long to be at 
home, where their difcourfes might be wondred at, or mifs- 
ing of their portegues and milrayes they dreamed on in 
Portingall, would rather returne to their former manner of 
life than attend the end of the journey. For, feeing that 
one hazard brought on another, and that though one 
efcaped the bullet this day it might light upon him to- 
morrow, the next day, or any day, and that the warre was 
not confined to any one place, but that everie place brought 
foorth new enemies, were glad to fee fome of the poore 
foldiers fall ficke, that they, fearing to be infe€ted by them, 
might juftly defire to goe home. 

Anfwereto The ficknes, I confeffe, was great, becaufe any 
the firft. is too much. But hath it been greater than is 
ordinarie amoneft Englifhmen at their firft entrance into 
the warres, whether foever they goe to want the fulnes of 
their flefh pots? Have not ours decayed at al times in 
France with eating young fruites and drinking new wines? 
Fiave they not aboundantly perifhed in the Lowe Countries 
with cold and rawnes of the ayre, even in their garrifons ? 
Have there not more died in London in fixe moneths of 
the plague, than double our armie being at the ftrongeft ? 
And could the Spanifh armie the laft yeare (who had all 
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provifions that could be thought on for an armie, and tooke 
the fitteft feafon of the yeare for our climate) avoide fick- 
nes amonett their foldiers? May it then be thought that 
ours could efcape there, where they found inordiuate heat 
of weather, and hot wines to diftemper them withal ? 

But can it bee, that wee have loft fo many as the com- 
mon fort perfwade themfelves we have? It hath been 
proved, by ftrickt examinations of our mufters, that wee 
were never, in our fulnes before our going from Plymoth, 
11,000 foldiers, nor above 2500 mariners. It is alfo evident 
that there returned above 6000 of all forts, as appeareth by 
the feverall payments made to them fince our comming 
home. And I have truely fhowed you that of thefe number 
verie neare 3000 forfooke the armie at the fea, whereof 
fome paffed into France, and the reft returned home. So 
as wee, never being 13,000 in all, and having brought home 
above 6000 with us, you may fee how the world hath been 
feduced in beleeving that wee have loft 16,000 men by 
ficknes. 

Anfwereto LO them that have made queftion of the govern- 
thefecond. ment of the warres (little knowing what apper- 
taineth therunto in that ther were fo many drunkards 
amongft us), I anfwer that in their government of fhires 
and parifhes—yea, in their verie housholdes—themfelves 
can hardly bridle their vaffalls from that vice. For we fee 
it a thing almoft impoffible, at any your fayres or pub- 
lique affemblies, to finde any quarter thereof fober, or in 
your townes any alepoles unfrequented : and we obferve 
that though any man, having any difordered perfons in their 
houfes, doe locke up their drinke and fet buttlers upon it, 
that they will yet cither by indirect meanes fteale them- 
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felves drunke from their mafters tables, or runne abroad to 
feeke it. If, then, at home, in the eyes of your juftices, 
mayors, preachers, and mafters, and where they pay for 
everie pot they take, they cannot be kept from their liquor, 
doo they thinke that thofe bafe difordered perfons whome 
themfelves fent unto us, as living at home without rule, 
who hearing of wine doe long for it, as a daintie that their 
purfes could never reach in England, and having it there 
without money, even in their houfes where they lie and 
hold their guarde, thay can be kept from being drunk ? and, 
once drunk, held in any order or tune, except we had for 
everie drunckard an officer to attend him ? But who be they 
that have runne into thefe diforders? Even our neweft 
men, our youngeft men, and our idleft men; and, for the 
moft parte, our flovenly preft men, whome the juftices (who 
have alwaies thought unworthely of any warre) have fent 
us out as the fcumme and dregges of their countrey. And 
thofe were they who, diftempering themfelves with thefe 
hot wines, have brought in that ficknes which hath infected 
honefter men than themfelves. But I hope (as in other 
places) the recoverie of their difeafes dooth acquaint their 
bodies with the ayre of the countries where they be, fo the 
remainder of thefe, which have either recovered or patft 
without ficknes, will proove moft fit for martiall exercifes. 

Anfwere to If we have wanted furgions, may not this rather 
the third. be laide upon the captaines, who are to provide 
for their feverall companies, than upon the generalls, whofe 
care hath been more generall? And how may it be 
thought that everie captaine, upon whome moft of the 
charges of raifing their companies was laid as an adven- 
ture, could provide themfelves of all things expedient for a 
D) 
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warre (which was alwaies wont to be maintained by the 
purfe of the prince). But admit everie captaine had his 
furgion, yet were the want of curing never the leffe, for our 
Englifh furgions (for the moft part) bee unexperienced in 
hurts that come by fhot, becaufe England hath not knowen 
warres but of late; from whofe ignorance proceeded this 
difcomfort, which, I hope, will warne thofe that hereafter 
goe to the warres to make preparation of fuch as may 
better preferve mens lives by their fkill. 

Anfwere to rom whence the want of carriages did proceed, 
the fourth. you may conjecture, in that we marched througha 
countrey niether plentiful of fuch provifions, nor willing to 
parte from any thing; yet this I can affure you, that no 
man of worth was left either hurt or ficke in any place 
unprovided for; and that the generall commanded all the 
mules and affes that were laden with any baggage, to be un- 
burdened and taken to that ufe: and the Earle of Effex 
and hee for money hired men to carrie men upon pikes. 
And the Earle (whofe true vertue and nobilitie, as it dooth 
in all other his aétions appeare, fo did it very much in this) 
threw his owne f{tuffe—I meane apparrell and neceffaries— 
which he had there, from his owne carriages, and let them 
be left by the way, to put hurt and ficke men upon them : 
of whofe moft honorable defervings I thall not neede here 
to make any particuler difcourfe, for that many of his 
actions doo hereafter give me occafion to obferve the fame. 
Anfwereto And the great complaint that thefe men make 
the fifth, for the want of vi€tuals may well proceed from 
their not knowing the wants of the warre; for if to feede 
upon good beeves, mutton and goats, be to want, they ° 
have indured great fcarcitie at land ; whereunto they never 
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wanted two daies together wine to mixe with their water, 
nor bread to eate with their meate (in fome quantitie), ex- 
cept it were fuch as had vowed rather to ftarve than to 
ftirre out of their places for food: of whom we had too 
manie, who, if their time had ferved for it, might have 
feene, in manie campes in the moft plentifull countries of 
the world for viétuals, men daylie die for want of bread 
and drink, in not having money to buy, nor the countrie 
yeelding anie good or healthfull water in anie place; 
whereas both Spaine and Portingall do in everie place 
affoord the beft water that may be,and much more health- 
full than any wine for our drinking. 

And, although fome have moft injuriouflie exclaimed 
again{ft the fmall provifions of viétualls for the fea, rather 
grounding the fame uppon an evill that might have fallen 
than anie that did light uppon us, yet knowe you this: 
that there is no man fo forgetfull that will fay they wanted 
before they came to the Groyne ; that whofoever made not 
verie large provifions for himfelfe and his company at the 
Groyne was verie improvident, where was plentifull ftore of 
wine, beefe, and fifh, and no man of place prohibited to 
laye in the fame into their fhippes: wherewith fome did fo 
furnifh themfelves, as they did not onely in the journey 
fupplie the wants of fuch as were leffe provident than they, 
but in their return home made a round commoditie of the 
remainder thereof. And that at Cafcais there came in fuch 
{tore of provifions into the fleete out of England, as no man 
that would have ufed his diligence could have wanted his 
due proportion thereof: as might appeare by the remainder 
that was returned to Plymouth, and the plentifull fale 
thereof made out of the merchants fhips after their com- 
ming into the Thames. 
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But leaft I fhould feeme unto you too ftudious in con- 
futing idle opinions, or anfwering frivolous queftions, I will 
addreffe me to the true report of thofe actions that have 
paffed there; wherein, I proteft, I will neither hide anie 
thing that hath happened againft us, nor attribute more to 
anie man or matter than the juft occafions therof leadeth 
unto ; wherein it {hall appeare that there hath been nothing 
left undone by the generalls which was before our going 
out undertaken by them, but that there hath been much 
more done than was at the firft required by Don Antonio, 
who fhould have reaped the fruite of our adventure. 

After 6 daies failing from the coaft of England, and the 
fift after we had the winde good, beeing the 20 of Auguft, 
in the evening we landed in a bay more than an Englifh 
mile from the Groyne, in our long boates and pinnaces, 
without anie impeachment; from whence we prefently 
marched toward the towne, within one halfe mile whereof 
we were encountred by the enemie, who, being charged by 
ours, retired into their gates. For that night our armie lay 
in the villages, houfes, and mills next adjoyning, and verie 
neare round about the towne; into the which the galeon 
named Saint John (which was the fecond of the laft yeres 
fleete againft England), one hulk, two fmaller fhips, and 
two gallies, which were found in the rode, did beate upon 
us and upon our companies, as they paffed to and fro, that 
night and the next morning. 

Generall Norris, having that morning, before day, viewed 
the towne, found the fame defended on the land fide (for it 
{ftandeth on the neck of an iland) with a wal upon a drie 
ditch: whereupon he refolved to trie in two places what 
might be done againft it by e/calade, and in the meane 
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time advifed for the landing of fome artillarie to beat upon 
the fhips and gallies, that they might not annoy us: which 
being put in execution, upon the planting of the firft peece 
the gallies abandoned the roade, and betooke them to 
Farroll, not farre from thence; and the Armado, being 
beaten with the artillery and mufketers that was placed 
upon the next fhoare, left her playing upon us. The reft 
of the day was fpent in preparing the companies, and other 
provifions readie for the furprife of the bafe towne, which 
was effected in this fort. 

There were appointed to be landed 1200 men, under the 
conduct of Colonell Huntley and Captaine Fenner, the 
Vizeadmirall, on that fide next fronting us, by water, in 
long boates and pynnifes, wherein were placed manie 
peeces of artillarie to beate upon the towne in their ap- 
proach. At the corner of the wall which defended the 
other water fide, were appointed Captain Richard Wing- 
feild, Lieutenant Colonell to Generall Norris, and Captaine 
Sampfon, Lieutenant Colonell to Generall Drake, to enter 
at lowe water with 500 men, if they found it paffable; but, 
if not, to betake them to the e/calade, for they had alfo lad- 
ders with them; at the other corner of the wall, which 
joyned to that fide that was attempted by water, were ap- 
pointed Colonell Umpton and Colonell Brett, with 300 
men, to enter by e/calade. All the companies which fhould 
enter by boate being imbarked before the lowe water, and 
having given the alarme, Captaine Wingfeild and Captaine 
Sampfon betooke them to the e/calade, for they had in com- 
mandement to charge all at one inftant. The boates landed 
without anie great difficultie, yet had they fome men hurt 
in the landing. Colonel Bret and Col. Umpton entred 
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their quarter without encounter, not finding any defence 
made againft them ; for Captain Hinder, being one of them 
that entred by water, at his firft entrie (with fome of his 
owne companie, whom he trufted well, betooke himfelfe to 
that part of the wall, which he cleered before that they 
offered to enter, and fo ftill fcoured the wall) till he came 
on the backe of them who mainteined the fight againft 
Capteine Wingfeild and Captaine Sampfon, who were twice 
beaten from their ladders, and found verie good refiftance, 
till the enemies, perceiving ours entred in two places at 
their backs, were driven to abandon the fame. The reafon 
why that place was longer defended than the other is (as 
Don Juan de Luna, who commanded the fame, affirmeth) 
that the enemy that day had refolved in councel how to 
make their defences, if they were approached ; and therein 
concluded that if we attempted it by water, that it was not 
to be helde; and, therefore, on the difcoverie of our boates, 
they of the high towne fhould make a fignall by fier from 
thence, that al the low towne might make their retreate 
thither: but they (whither troubled with the fodaine terror 
we brought upon them, or forgetting their decree) omitted 
the fier, which made them gard that place till wee were 
entred on everie fide. 

Then, the towne being entred in three feverall places with 
an huge crie, the inhabitants betooke them to the high 
towne, which they might with leffe perrill doe, for that ours, 
being f{trangers ther, knew not the way to cut them of. The 
re{t that were not put to the fword in furie fled to the 
rockes in the iland, and hid themfelves in chambers and 
fellers, which were everie day found out in great numbers. 
Amongt{t thofe Don Juan de Luna, a man of verie good 
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commandement, having hidden himfelfe in a houfe, did the 
next morning yeeld himfelfe. 

There was alfo taken that night a Commiffarie of vittels, 
called Juan de Vera, who confeffed that there were in the 
Groyne at our entrie 500 foldiers, being in feaven com- 
panies, which returned verie weake (as appeareth by the 
{mall numbers of them) from the journey of England, 
namely : 

Under Don Juan deluna. 

Don Diego Barran, a baftard fonne of the Marques of 
Santa Chroche : his companie was that night in the galeon. 

Don Antonio de Herera, then at Madrill. 

Don Pedro de Mauriques, brother to the Earle of Paxides. 

Don Jeronimo de Mourray, of the order of Saint Juan, 
with fome of the towne, were in the fort. 

Don Gomer de Caramafal, then at Madrill. 

Captaine Moufon, Caucafo de Socas. 

Alfo, there came in that day of our landing, from Re- 
tanzas, the companies of Don Juan de Mofalle, and Don 
Petro poure de Leon. 

Alfo, hee faith that there was order given for baking of 
300,000 of bifquet, fome in Batancas, fome in Rivadea, and 
the reft there. | 

There was then in the towne 2000 pipes of wine, and an 
150 in the fhips. 

That there. was lately come unto the Marquis of Seralba 
300,000 ducats. 

That there was 1000 jarres of oyle. 

A greate quantitie of beanes, peafe, wheate, and fith. 

That there was 3000 quintells of beefe. 

And that not twenty dayes before there came in three 
barques, laden with match and harquebufes. 
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Some others alfo found favour to bee taken prifoners; but 
the reft, falling into the hands of the common foldiers, had 
their throates cut, to the number of 500, as I conje¢ture, 
firft and laft, after wee had entred the towne; and in the 
enterie thereof there was found everie celler full of wine, 
whereon our men, by inordinate drinking, both grewe 
themfelves, for the prefent, fenceles of the danger of the fhot 
of the towne, which hurt many of them, being drunke, and 
tooke the firft ground of their ficknes, for of fuch was. our 
firft and chiefeft mortalitie. There was alfo aboundant 
{tore of victualls, falte and all kinde of ‘provifion for fhip- 
ping and the warre; which was confeffed by the faid Com- 
miffarie of victuals, taken there, to be the beginning of a 
magafin of all forts of provifion for a new voiage into En- 
gland: whereby you may conjecture what the fpoile thereof 
hath advantaged us, and prejudiced the King of Spaine. 

The next morning, about eight of the clocke, the enemie 
abandoned their fhippes; and, having overcharged the 
artillarie of the gallion, left her on fier, which burnt in ter- 
rible fort two daies together, the fier and overcharging of 
the peeces being fo great, as of 50 that were in her, ther 
wer not above 16 taken out whole; the reft, with overcharge 
of the pouder, being broken and molten with heat of the 
fire, was taken out in broken peeces into divers fhippes. 
The fame day was the Cloifter on the fouth fide of the 
towne entered by us, which joyned very neare to the wall 
of the towne, out of the chambers and other places whereof 
wee beate into the fame with our mufquetiers. 

The next day, in the afternoone, there came downe fome 
2000 men, gathered together out of the countrie, even to 
the gates of the towne, as refolutlie (led by what fpirit I 
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knowe not) as though they would have entered the fame : 
but at the firft defence made by ours that had the gard 
there, wherein were flaine about eighteene of theirs, they 
tooke them to their heeles in the fame diforder they made 
their approach, and with greater fpeede than ours were able 
to followe. Notwithftanding, we followed after them more 
than a mile. The fecond day, Col. Huntley was fent into 
the countrie with three or foure hundred men, who brought 
home verie great {tore of cowes and theepe for our reliefe. 

The third day, in the night, the generall had in purpofe 
to take a long munition houfe, builded upon their wall, 
opening towards us, which would have given us great ad- 
vauntage againft them; but they, knowing the commoditie 
thereof for us, burnt it in the beginning of the evening : 
which put him to a new councell, for he had likewife 
brought fome artillarie to that fide of the towne. During 
this time there happened a verie great fire in the lower end 
of the towne; which had it not been, by the care of the 
senerals, heedilie feen unto, and the furie thereof prevented 
by pulling downe many houfes which were moft in danger, 
as next unto them, had burnt all the provifions we found 
there, to our wonderfull hinderance. 

The 4 day were planted, under the garde of the Cloyfter, 
two demie canons and two culverings again{ft the towne, 
defended or gabioned with a croffe wall, through the which 
our batterie lay; the firft and fecond tyre whereof fhooke 
al the wall downe, fo as the ordnance lay al open to the 
enemie; by reafon whereof fome of the canoniers were fhot 
and fome flaine. The Lieutenant, alfo, of the ordnance, 
Mafter Spencer, was flaine faft by Sir Edward Norris, 
Matter thereof ; whofe valour being accompanied with an 
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honorable care of defetiding that truft committed unto 
him, he never left that place till he received direétion from 
the Generall, his brother, to ceafe the batterie, which hee 
prefently did, leaving a guard upon the fame for that day ; 
and, in the night following, made fo good a defence for the 
place of the batterie, as after there were verie fewe or none 
annoyed them. That day, Captain Goodwin had in com- 
mandement from the General that, when the affault fhould 
be given to the towne, he fhould make a profer of an efca- 
lade on the other fide, where hee held his guard ; but he 
(miftaking the fignall that fhould have been given) at- 
tempted the fame long before the affault, and was fhot in 
the mouth. The fame day, the Generall, having planted 
his ordenance readie to batter, caufed the towne to be fom- 
moned ; in which fommons they of the towne fhot at our 
drum. Immediately after that, there was one hanged over 
the wall, and a parley defired, wherein they gave us to 
underftand, that the man hanged was he that fhot at the 
drum before; wherein, alfo, they intreated to have faire 
warres, with promife of the fame on their parts: the reft of 
the parley was fpent in talking of Don Juan de Luna, and 
fome other prifoners, and fomewhat of the rendring of the 
towne; but not much, for they liftened not greatly there- 
unto. 

Generall Norris having, by his fkilfull viewe of the towne 
(which is almoft feated upon a rocke) found one place 
thereof myneable, and did prefently fet workmen in hand 
withal, who, after 3 daies labor (and the feventh after wee 
were entred the bafe towne) had bedded their powder, but, 
indeed, not farre inough into the wall. Agaynft which 
time, the breach made by the cannon being thought affault- 
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able, and companies appoynted as wel to enter the fame, 
as that which was expected fhould be blowen up by the 
myne; namely, to that of the cannon, Captaine Richard 
Wingfeild, and Captaine Philpot, who lead the Generalls 
foote companie; with whom, alfo, Captaine Yorke went, 
whofe principall commandment was over the horfmen. 
And to that of the myne, Captaine John Sampfon and 
Captaine Anthonie Wingfeild, Lieutenant Colonell to the 
Mafter of the Ordinance, with certain felected out of divers 
regiments. All thefe companies being in armes, and the 
affault intended to be given in all places at an inftant, fier 
was put to the train of the myne; but by reafon the pow- 
der brake out backwards, in a place where the cave was 
made too high, there could be nothing done in either place 
for that day. During this time, Captaine Hinder was fent, 
with fome chofen out of everie companie, into the countrie 
for provifions, whereof hee brought in good ftore, and re- 
turned without loffe. 

The next day, Captaine Anthonie Sampfon was fent out, 
with fome 500, to fetch in provifions for the armie, who 
was encountred by them of the countrie; but he put them 
to flight, and returned with good fpoyle. The fame night, 
the myners were fet to worke againe; who, by the fecond 
day after, had wrought verie wel into the foundation of the 
wall. Againft which time, the companies aforefaid being 
in readines for both places (Generall Drake on the other 
fide, with 2 or 300 men in pinnaces, making profer to 
attempt a {trong fort upon an iland before the towne, where 
he left more than 30 men), fier was given to the trayne of 
the myne, which blewe up halfe the tower under which the 
powder was planted. The affailants having in charge, upon 
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the effecting of the myne, prefently to give the affault, 
which they did accordingly, but too foone; for, having 
entred the top of the breach, the other halfe of the tower, 
which by the firft force of the powder was onely fhaken 
and made loofe, fell uppon our men, under which were 
buried about 20 or 30, then being under that part of the 
tower. This fo amazed our men that ftood in the breach, 
not knowing from whence that terror came, as they for- 
fooke their commanders, and left them among the ruines of 
the myne. The two enfignes of Generall Drake and Cap- 
taine Anthonie Wingfeild were fhot in the breach, but their 
colours were refcued, the General’s by Captaine Sampfon’s 
Lieutenant, and Captaine Wingfeild’s by himfelfe. Amongift 
them that the wall fell upon was Captaine Sydnam, piti- 
fully loft; who, having three or foure great ftones upon 
his lower parts, was helde fo faft, as neither himfelfe could 
{tirre, nor anie reafonable companie recover him. Notwith- 
ftanding, the next day, being found to be alive, ther was 10 
or 12 loft in attempting to relieve him. 

The breach made by the cannon was wonderful wel 
affaulted by them that had the charge thereof, who brought 
their men to the pufh of the pike at the top of the breach; 
and being readie to enter, the loofe earth (which was, in- 
deede, but the rubbifh of the outfide wall) with the weight 
of them that were thereon flipped outwards from under 
their feete ; whereby did appeare halfe the wal unbattered : 
for let no man thinke that culverine or demie cannon can 
fufficiently batter a defenfible rampier ; and of thofe peeces 
we had, the better of the demi canons, at the fecond {fhot, 
brake in her carriages, fo as the battrie was of leffe force, 
being but of three pieces. 
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In our retreat (which was from both the breaches 
thorowe a narrowe lane) were many of our men hurt; 
and Captaine Dolphin, who ferved verie well that day, was | 
hurt in the verie breach. The failing of this attempt, in 
the opinion of all the beholders, and of fuch as were of beft 
judgement, was the fall of the myne; which had doubtleffe | 
fucceeded, the rather the approach was unlooked for by the 
enemie at that place, and, therefore, not fo much defence 
was made there as in the other. Which made the Generall 
erow to a new refolution ; for, finding that two dayes bat- 
terie had fo little beaten their wall, and that he had no 
better preparation to batter withall, he knewe in his expe- 
rience there was no good to be done that way: which, I 
thinke, he firft put in proofe to trie if by terror he could 
get the upper towne, having no other way to put it in 
hazard fo fpeedelie, and which, in my confcience, had ob- 
tained the towne, had not the defendants been in as great 
perill of their lives by the difpleafure of their King in 
giving it up, as by the bullet or fword in defending the 
fame. For that day, before the affault, in the view of our 
armie, they burnt a cloyfter within the towne, and manie 
other houfes adjoyning the caftle, to make it the more 
defenfible : whereby it appeared how little opinion them- 
felves had of holding it againft us, had not God (who would 
not have us fodainly made proud) laid that misfortune 


upon us. 
Hereby it may appeare, that the foure cannons and 
other pieces of batterie promifed to the journey, and not K 


performed, might have made her Majeftie miftres of the 
Groyne ; for, though the myne were infortunate, yet, if the 
other breach had been fuch as the earth would have helde 
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our men thereon, I doo not thinke but they had entred it 
throughly at the firft affault given, which had been more 
than I have heard of in our age; and being as it was, is 
no more than the Prince of Parma hath, in winning of all 
his townes, endured, who never entred anie place at the firft 
affault, nor above three by affault. 

The next day, the Generall hearing, by a prifoner that 
was brought in, that the Conde de Andrada had affembled 
an army of 8000 at Puente de Burgos, fixe miles from 
thence on the way to Petance, which was but the beginning 
of an armie, in that there was a greater leavie redie to 
come thether under the Conde de Altemira, either in pur- 
pofe to relieve the Groyne, or to encamp themfelves neere 
the place of our embarking, there to hinder the fame: for 
to that purpofe had the Marques of Seralba written to 
them both the firft night of our landing, as the Commis- 
sarie taken then confeffed, or, at the leaft, to ftop our fur- 
ther entrance into the countrey (for during this time there 
were many incurfions made, of three or foure hundred at a 
time, who burnt, fpoyled, and brought in vi€tualls plenti- 
fullie). The Generall, I fay, hearing of this armie, had in 
purpofe the next day following to vifite them, againf{t 
whom he carried but nine regiments: in the vangard were 
the regiment of Sir Roger Williams, Sir Edward Norris, 
and Colonell Sidney: in the battaile, that of the Generall, 
of Colonell Lane, and Colonell Medkirk ; and in the rere- 
ward Sir Henrie Norris, Colonell Huntley, and Colonell 
Bret’s regiments; leaving the other five regiments with 
Generall Drake for the garde of the Cloyfter and artillarie. 

About tenne of the clocke the next day, being the fixt 
of May, halfe a mile from the camp wee difcovered the 
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enemie. Sir Edward Norris, who commanded the vangard 
in chiefe, appoynted his Lieutenant Colonell, Captaine 
Anthonie Wingfeild, to command the fhot of the fame, who 
devided them into three troupes: the one he appoynted to 
Captaine Middleton to be conduéted in a way on the left 
hand ; another to Captaine Etherington to take the way on 
the right hand; and the bodie of them (which were mus- 
ketters) Captaine Wingfeild tooke himfelfe, keeping the 
direct way of the march. But the way taken by Captaine 
Middleton met a little before with the way helde by Cap- 
taine Winefeild ; fo, as he giving the firft charge upon the 
enemie, was in the inftant feconded by Captaine Wing- 
feild, who beate them from place to place (they having 
verie good places of defence, and croffe walls, which they 
might have held long) till they betooke them to their 
bridge, which is over a creek comming out of the fea, 
builded of ftone upon arches; on the foote of the further 
fide whereof lay the campe of the enemie, verie ftronglie 
entrenched, who with our fhot beaten to the further end of 
the bridge, Sir Edward Norris, marching in the poynt of 
the pikes, without ftay paffed to the bridge, accompanied 
by Colonell Sidney, Captaine Hinder, Captaine Fulford, 
and divers others; who found the way cleere over the fame, 
but through an incredible volie of fhot, for that the fhot of 
their armie flanked upon both fides of the bridge, the fur- 
ther end whereof was barricaded with barrells ; but they, 
who fhould have garded the fame, feeing the proude ap- 
proach wee made, forfooke the defence of the barricade, 
where Sir Edward entered, and charging the firft defendant 
with his pike, with verie earneftnes in over-thrufting, fell, 
and was grievioufly hurt at the fword in the head, but was 
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moft honourablie refcued by the Generall, his brother, ac- 
companied with Colonell Sidney, and fome other gentle- 
men: Captaine Hinder, alfo, having his cafke fhot off, had 
five wounds in the head and face at the fword ; and Cap- 
taine Fulford was fhot into the left arme at the fame 
counter: yet were they fo throughlie feconded by the 
Generall, who thruft himfelf fo neere to give incourage- 
ment to the attempt (which was of wonderfull difficultie) 
as their braveft men that defended that place being over- 
throwne, their whole armie fell prefentlie into route, of 
whom our men had the chafe three miles, in foure fondrie 
waies which they betooke themfelves unto. 

There was taken the ftandard, with the King’s armes, 
and borne before the Generall. How many two thoufand 
men (for of fo many confifted our vangard) might kill in 
purfuit of the 4 fundrie partees, fo many you may imagine 
fell before us that day: and to make the number more 
great, our men, having given over the execution, and re- 
turning to their ftands, found many hidden in the vineyards 
and hedges, which they difpatched. Alfo Colonell Med- 
kerk was fent with his regiment three miles further to a 
Cloyfter, which he burnt and fpoyled, wherein he found two 
hundred more, and put them to the fword. There were 
flaine in this fight on our fide onlie Captaine Cooper, and 
one private fouldier : Captaine Barton was alfo hurt uppon 
the bridge in the eye. But had you feene the {trong barri- 
cades they had made on either fide of the bridge, and how 
ftrongly they lay encamped thereabouts, you would have 
thought it a rare refolution of ours to give fo brave a 
charge upon an armie fo ftrongly lodged. After the furie 
of the execution, the Generall fent the vangard one way, 
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and the battell another, to burne and fpoyle; fo that you 
might have feen the countrie more than three miles com- 
paffe on fire. There was found verie good ftore of muni- 
tion and victuals in the campe, fome plate and rich apparell, 
which the better fort left behind, they were fo hotlie pur- 
fued. Our failors alfo landed in an iland next adjoyning 
our fhippes, where they burnt and fpoyled all they found. 
Thus we returned to the Groyne, bringing fmall comfort to 
the enemie within the fame, who fhot many times at us as 
we marched out, but not once in our comming backe 
againe, 

The next day was fpent in fhipping our artillarie landed 
for the batterie,and of the reft taken at the Groyne; which, 
had it been fuch as might have given any affurance of a 
better batterie, or had there been no other purpofe of our 
journey but that, I thinke the Generall would have fpent 
fome more time in the fiege of the place. 

The two laft nights there were that undertooke to fire 
the higher towne in one place, where the houfes were 
builded upon the wall by the water fide; but they within, 
fufpecting as much, made fo good defence againft us as 
they prevented the fame. In our departure, there was fire 
put into everie houfe of the lowe towne, in fomuch as I 
may juftlie fay there was not one houfe left ftanding in the 
bafe towne or the Cloyfter. 

The next day, being the eight of May, wee embarked 
our armie, without loffe of a man, which (had we not beaten 
the enemie at Puente de Burgos) had been impoffible to 
have done ; for that, without doubt, they would have at- 
tempted fomething again{t us in our imbarking, as appeared 
by the report of the Commiffarie aforefayd, who confeffed 
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that the firft night of our landing, the Marques of Seralba 
writ to the Conde de Altemira, the Conde de Andrada, and 
to Terneis de Santiffo, to bring all the forces againft us 
that they could poffiblie raife, thinking no way fo good to 
affure that place as to bring an armie thether; wherewithall 
they might either befiege us in their bafe towne, if we fhould 
get it, or to lie betweene us and our place of embarking, to 
fight with us upon the advantage, for they had above 15,000 
fouldiers under their commandements. 

After wee had put from thence, wee had the winde fo 
contrarie, as wee could not under nine daies recover the 
Burlings ; in which paffage, on the 13 day, the Earle of 
Effex, and with him Mafter Walter Devereux, his brother 
(a gentleman of wonderful great hope), Sir Roger Wil- 
liams, Colonell Generall of the foot men, Sir Philip Butler, 
who hath alwaies been moft inward with him, and Sir Ed- 
ward Wingfeild, came into the fleete. The Earle, having 
put himfelfe into the journey againft the opinion of the 
world, and, as it feemed, to the hazard of his great fortune, 
though to the great advancement of his reputation, (for, as 
the honorable carriage of himfelfe towards all men doth 
make him highlie efteemed at home, fo did his exceeding 
forwardnes in all fervices make him to be wondered at 
amonegft us) who, I fay, put off in the fame winde from 
Falmouth, that wee left Plymouth in; where he lay, be- 
caufe he would avoide the importunitie of meffengers that 
were daylie fent for his returne, and fome other caufes 
more fecret to himfelfe, not knowing (as it feemed) what 
place the Generals purpofed to land in, had been as farre 
as Cales in Andalofia, and lay up and downe about the 
South Cape, where he tooke fome fhips laden with corne, 
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and brought them unto the fleete. Alfo, in his returne 
from thence to meete with our fleete, he fell [in] with the 
Ilands of Bayon; and on that fide of the river which 
Cannas ftandeth upon, he, with Sir Roger Williams, and 
thofe gentlemen that were with him, went on fhore with 
fome men out of the fhip he was in, whom. the enemie 
that held gard upon the coaft would not abide, but fled up 
the country. 

After his comming into the fleet (to the great rejoycing 
of us all), he demaunded of the Generals that, after our 
armie fhould come on fhore, he might alwaies have the 
leading of the vantgard, which they eafilie yeelded unto, 
and, being defirous to fatisfie him in all things, but efpe- 
cially in matters fo much tending to his honor as this did ; 
fo as, in the time from our firft landing in Portingall, he 
alwaies marched in the poynt of the vangard, accompanied 
with Sir Roger Williams (except when the neceffitie of the 
place hee held) called him to other fervices. 

The 16 day we landed at Penicha, in Portingall, under 
the fhot of the Caftle, and above the waft in water, more 
than a mile from the towne, wherin were many in peril of 
drowning, by reafon the wind was great and the fea went 
high, which overthrew one boat, wherin 25 of Captaine 
Dolphin’s men perifhed. The enemie, being five com- 
panies of Spanyards under the commaundement of the 
Conde de Fuentes, fallied out of the towne againft us, and 
in our landing made their approach clofe to the water fide. 
But the Earle of Effex, with Sir Roger Williams and his 
brother, having landed fufficient number to make 2 troups, 
left one to hold the way by the water fide, and led the 
other over the fandhils; which the enemy feeing, drew 
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theirs likewife further into the land, not, as we conjectured, 
to encounter us, but to make their fpeedie paffage away: 
notwithftanding, they did it in fuch fort as, being charged 
by ours which were fent out by the Colonell Generall 
under Captaine Jacfon, they ftood the fame even to the 
puth of the pike; in which charge, at the pufh, Captaine 
Robert Piew was flaine. The enemie being fled further 
than we had reafon to follow them, al our companies were 
drawn to the town; which, being unfortified in any place, 
we found undefended by anie man again{t us. And, there- 
fore, the Generall caufed the Caftle to be fommoned that 
night ; which, being abandoned by him that commaunded 
it, a Portingall, named Antonio de Aurid being poffeffed 
thereof, defired but to be affured that Don Antonio was 
landed, where upon he would deliver the fame, which he 
honeftly performed. There was taken out of the caftle 
100 fhot and pikes, which Don Emanuel furnifhed his Por- 
tingalls withall, and 20 barrels of powder ; fo, as poffeffing 
both the towne and the caftle, we refted there one day; 
wherin fome friers, and other poore men, came unto their 
newe King, promifing, in the name of their countrie next 
adjoyning, that within two days he fhould have a good 
fupplie of horfe and foote for his affiftance. That day we 
remained there the Generals company of horfes were un- 
fhipped. 

The Generals having there refolved that the armie fhould 
march overland to Lisbone, under the conduét of Generall 
Norris, and that General Drake fhould meet him in the river 
thereof with the fleete ; that there fhould be one company 
of foote left in gard of the caftle, and 6 of the fhippes; 
alfo that the ficke and hurt fhould remaine there, with pro- 
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vifions for their cures. The General, to trie the event of 
the matter by expedition, the next day began to march on 
this fort: his owne regiment and the regiments of Sir 
Roger Williams, Sir Henrie Norris, Colonel Lane, and 
Colonel Medkirk, in the vangard: General Drake, Colonel 
Devereux, S. Edward Norris, and Colonel Sidneis, in the 
battaile: S. James Hales, Sir Edward Wingfeild, Colonell 
Umptons, Colonell Huntleis, and Colonell Brets, in the 
arrereward. By that time our armie was thus marfhalled, 
General Drake, who, though he were to paffe by fea, yet to 
make known the honorable defire he had of taking equal 
part of al fortunes with us, ftood upon the afcent of an hil 
by the which our battalions muft of neceffitie march, and 
with a pleafing kindnes tooke his leave feverally of the 
commaunders of everie regiment, wifhing us al happy fuc- 
ceffe in our journey over the land, with a conftant promife 
that he would, if the injury of the wether did not hinder 
him, meet us in the river of Lisbone with our fleete. The 
want of carriages the firft day was fuch as they were en- 
forced to carrie their munition upon mens backes, which 
was the next day remedied. 

In this march, Captaine Crifpe, the Provoft Marfhall, 
caufed one who (contrarie to the proclamation publithed at 
our arrivall in Portingall) had broken up a houfe for 
pillage, to be hanged, with the caufe of his death upon his 
breaft, in the place where the act was committed; which 
good example, providentlie given in the beginning of our 
march, caufed the commandement to be more refpectivelie 
regarded all the journey after by them whom feare of 
punifhment doth onelie hold within compaffe. The camp 
lodged that night at Lorignia: the next day we had intelli- 
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gence al the way, that the cnemie had made head of horfe 
and foote againft us at Toras Vedras, which wee thought 
they would have held; but comming thither the feconde 
day of our march, not two hours before our vangarde came 
in, they lefte the towne and caftle to the poffeffion of Don 
Antonio. 

There began the greateft want we had of victualls, efpe- 
ciallie of bread, upon a commandement given from the 
Generall, that no man fhould fpoyle the countrey, or take 
anie thing from anie Portingal: which was more refpec- 
tively obferved than, I thinke, would have been in our 
owne countrey, amongft our owne friends and kindred : but 
the countrey (contrarie to promife) having neglected the 
provifion of vi€tualls for us, whereby we were driven for 
that time into a great f{carcitie. Which moved the Colo- 
nell Generall to call al the Colonels together, and with 
them to advife for fome better courfe for our people : who 
thought it beft firft to advertife the King what neceflitie 
we were in, before we fhuld of out felves alter the firft infti- 
tution of abftinence: the Colonell General having ac- 
quainted the Generall herewith, with his very good allow- 
ance therof, went to the King ; who, after fome expoftula- 
tions ufed, tooke the more carefull order for our men ; and 
after that our armie was more plentifully relieved. 

The third daye wee lodged our armie in three fundrie 
villages, the one battalion lying in Enchara de los Cava- 
liers, another in Enchara de los Obifpos, and the third in 
San Sebaftians. 

Captaine Yorke, who commanded the Generals horfe 
companie, in this march made triall of the valour of the 
horfmen of the enemie; who, by one of his corporalls, 
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charged with 8 horfes through 40 of them, and himfelfe 
through more than 200 with fome 4o horfe, who would 
abide him no longer than they could make way from him. 

The next day we marched to Loris, and had divers in- 
telligences that the enemie would tarrie us there; for the 
Cardinall had made publique promife to them of Lisbone 
that he would fight with us in that place; which hee might 
have done advantageouflie, for we had a bridge to paffe 
over in the fame place; but, before our comming, hee dis- 
lodged, notwith{tanding it appeared unto us that hee had 
in purpofe to encampe there: for wee found the eround 
{taked out where their trenches fhould have been made ; 
and their horfmen, with fome few fhot, fhewed themfelves 
upon a hill at our comming into that village. Whom Sir 
Henrie Norris (whofe regiment had the poynt of the van- 
gard) thought to draw unto fome fight, and therefore 
marched, without found of drum, and fomewhat fafter than 
ordinarie, thereby get neere them before hee were dis- 
covered; for he was fhadowed from them by an hill that 
was betweene him and them : but before he could draw his 
companies anie thing neere, they retired. 

Generall Drakes regiment that night, for the commoditie 
of good lodging, drewe themfelves into a village more than 
one Englifh mile from thence, and neare the enemie; who, 
not daring to doo anie thing againft us in foure daies before, 
tooke that occafion, and in the next morning fell downe 
upon the regiment, crying Vzva el Rey Don Antonio! which 
was a general falutation thorough all the countrey as they 
came: whom our young fouldiers (though it were upon 
their guard, and before the watch were difcharged) began 
to entertaine kindly, but, having got within their guard, 
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they fell to cut their throates : but the alarme being taken 
inwards, the officers of the two next companies, whofe 
captaines (Captaine Sydnam and Captaine Young) were 
lately dead at the Groyne, brought down their colours and 
pikes upon them in fo refolute a manner, as they prefently 
drave them to retyre with loffe : they killed of ours, at their 
firft entrance, 14, and hurt fixe or feaven. 

The next day we lodged at Alvelana, within three miles 
of Lisbone, where many of our fouldiers, drinking in two 
places of ftanding waters by the waie, were poyfoned, and 
thereon prefently died: fome doo thinke it came, rather by 
eating of honnie, which they found in the houfes plentifully. 
But, whether it were by water or by honnie, the poore men 
were poyfoned. 

That night the Earle of Effex and Sir Koger Williams 
went out about eleven of the clock, with 1000 men, to lye 
in ambufcade neere the towne; and, having layd the fame 
very neere, fent fome to give the alarm unto the enemie: 
which was well performed by them that had the charge 
thereof, but the enemie refufed to iffue after them, fo as the 
Earle returned as foone as it was light without dooing anie 
thing, though he had in purpofe, and was readie to have 
given an honourable chardge on them. 

The 25 of May, in the evening, we came to the fuburbes 
of Lisbone; at the verie entrance whereof Sir Roger Wil- 
liams, calling Captain Anthony Winefield with him, tooke 
thirtee fhot, or thereabouts, and firft feoured al the ftreetes 
till they came verie neare the towne: where they found 
none but olde folkes and beggers, crying Viva el Key Don 
Antonio! and the houfes fhut up; for they had carried 
much of their wealth into the towne, and had fired fome 
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houfes by the water fide ful of corne and other provifions 
of viétualls, leaft we fhould be benefited thereby, but yet 
left behinde them great riches in manie houfes. 

The foure regiments that had the vangard that day, 
which were Colonell Devereux, Sir Edward Norris, Colo- 
nell Sydneys, and General Drakes, whome I name as they 
marched, the Colonell Generall caufed to holde guard in 
neareft ftreates of the fuburbes. The battaile and the 
arrierward ftood in armes al the night in the field neare to 
Alcantara. Before morning, Captaine Wingfield, by direc- 
tion from the Colonell General, Sir Roger Williams, helde 
guard with Sir Edward Norris his regiment in three places 
verie neere the towne wal, and fo helde the fame till the 
other regiments came in the morning. About midnight, 
they within the towne burnt all their houfes that ftoode 
upon their wall, either within or without, leaft we, poffeffing 
them, might thereby greatly have annoyed the towne. 

The next morning Sir Roger Williams attempted (but 
not without perill) to take a church called S. Antonio, which 
joyned to the wall of the towne, and would have been a 
verie evill neighbour to the towne ; but the enemie, having 
more eafie entrie into it than wee, gained it before us. The 
reft of that morning was fpent in quartering the battaile 
and arierward in the fuburbes called Bona Vifta, and in 
placing mufquetiers in houfes to frunt their fhot upon the 
wall, who from the fame fcowred the great {treates verie 
dangeroullie. 

By this time our men, being throughly wearie with our 
fixe dayes march and the laft nights watch, were defirous 
of reft: whereof the enemie being advertifed, about one 
or two of the clocke, fallied out of the town, and made 
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their approach in three feverall ftreates upon us, but chiefly 
in Colonell Bretts quarter ; who (as moft of the armie was) 
being at reft, with as much fpeed as he could, drew his men 
into armes, and made head again{t them fo throughly, as 
himfelfe was flaine in the place, Captaine Carfey fhot — 
through the thigh, of which hurt he died within four dayes 
after, Captaine Carre flaine prefently, and Captaine Cave 
hurt (but not mortally), who were all of his regiment. 

The refiftance made, as wel here as in other quarters 
where Colonell Lane and Colonel Medkerke commanded, 
put them to a fodaine fowle retreate; in fo much as the 
Karle of Effex had the chafe of them even foithewear-eue: 
the high towne, wherein they left behinde them many of 
their beft commanders: their troupe of horfmen alfo came 
out, and, being charged by Captaine Yorke, withdrew 
themfelves againe. Mante of them alfo lefte the ftreates, 
and betooke them to houfes which they found open; for 
the Serjeant Major, Captaine Wilfon, flewe in one houfe, with 
his owne hands, three or foure, and caufed them that were 
with him to kil manie others. Their loffe, 1 can affure you, 
did triple ours, as well in qualitie as in quantitie. 

During our march to this place, Generall Drake, with 
the whole fleete was come into Cafcais, and poffeffed the 
towne without anie refiftance: manie of the inhabitants, at 
their difcoverie of our navie, fled with their baggage into 
the mountaines, and left the towne for anie man that would 
poffeffe it, till Generall Drake fent unto them, by a Portin- 
gall pilot which he had on boord, to offer them all peace- 
able kindnes, fo farre foorth as they would accept of their 
King, and minifter neceffaries to the armie he had brought: 
which offer they joyfully embraced, and prefently fent two 
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chiefe men of their towne to fignifie their loyaltie to Don 
Antonio, and their honeft affe€tions to our people. Where- 
upon the Generall landed his companies not farre from the 
cloyfter called San Domingo, but not without perill of the 
fhot of the caftle, which being guarded with fixtie-five 
Spaniards held {till agaynft him. 

As our fleete were cafting anker when they came firft 
into the road, there was a fmall fhip of Brafil, that came 
from thence, which bare too with them, and feemed, by 
{triking her fayles, as though fhe would alfo have ankered ; 
but, taking her fitteft occafion, hoyfed againe, and would 
have paffed up the river ; but the Generall, prefently dis- 
cerning her purpofe, fent out a pinnace or two after her, 
which forced her in fuch fort as the ranne her felfe upon the 
rocks, All the men efcaped out of her; and the lading 
(being manie chefts of fugar) was made nothing woorth by 
the falt water. In his going thether, alfo, he tooke fhips of 
the Port of Portingal, which were fent from thence with 
fifteene other from Pedro Vermendes Xantes, Serjeant 
Major of the fame place, laden with men and victualls, to 
Lisbone: the reft that efcaped put into San Vues, 

The next day it pleafed General Norris to cal al the 
colonells together, and to advife with them, whether it were 
more expedient to tarrie there to attend the forces of the 
Portingall horfe and foote, whereof the King had made 
promife, and to march fome convenient number to Cafcais 
to fetch our artillarie and munition which was at our {hips, 
faving that which, for neceffitie of the fervice, was brought 
along with us? whereunto fome, carried away with the 
vaine hope of Don Antonio, that moft part of the towne 
ftood for us, held it beft to make our abode there, and to 
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fend fome 3000 for our artillarie ; promifing to themfelves 
that the enemie, being wel beaten the day before, would 
make no more fallyes. Some others (whofe unbeleefe was 
verie {trong of anie hope from the Portingall) perfwaded _ 
rather to march whollie away, than to be anie longer car- 
ried away with an opinion of things, where there was fo 
little apparance. The Generall, not willing to leave anie 
occafion of blott to be layd upon him for his fpeedie going 
from thence, nor to loofe anie more time by attendiiig the 
hopes of Don Antonio, tolde them that, though the expe- 
dition of Portingall were not the onely purpofe of their 
journey, but an adventure therein, which, if it fucceeded 
profperoufly, might make them fufficiently rich and wonder- 
full honorable; and that they had done fo much alreadie in 
triall thereof as, what ende foever happened, could nothing 
impaire their credits, yet, in regard of the Kings laft pro- 
mife, that hee fhould have that night 3000 men, armed, of 
his owne country, he would not for that night diflodge. 
And if they came, thereby to make him fo ftrong that hee 
might fend the like number for his munition, he would re- 
folve to trie his fortune for the towne. But, if they came 
not, he found it not convenient to divide his forces by 
fending anie to Cafcais, and keeping the remainder be- 
hinde, fithence he faw them, the day before, fo boldly fally 
upon his whole armie, and knew that they were ftronger of 
fouldiers within the towne than hee was without ; and that, 
before our returne could be from Cafcais, that they ex- 
pected more fupplies from all places of fouldiers, for the 
Duke of Bragantia and Don Francifco de Toledo were 
looked for with great reliefe. Whereupon his conclufion 
was that, if the 3000 promifed came not that night, to march 
wholly away the next morning. 
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It may bee here demanded, why a matter of fo great 
moment fhould_be fo flenderlie regarded, as that the Gene- 
rall fhould march with fuch an armie againft fuch an 
enemie, before hee knewe either the fulnes of his owne 
{trength, or certaine meanes how he fhould abide the place, | 
when he fhould come to it? Wherein, I pray you, remem- le 
ber the decree made in the Councell of Penicha, and con- |e 
firmed by publique proteftation the firft day of our march, 
that our navie fhould meete us in the river of Lisbone, in 
the which was the ftore of all our provifions, and fo the 
mean of our tariance in that place, which came not, thogh 
we continued till we had no munition left to entertaine a 
verie {mall fight. We are alfo to confider that the King of 
Portingall (whether carried away with imagination by the 
advertifements hee received from the Portingalls, or willing 
by any promife to bring fuch an armie into his countrie, 
thereby to put his fortune once more in triall) affured the 
Generall that uppon his firft landing there would be a re- 
volt of his fubje¢ts ; whereof there was fome hope given, 
at our firft entrie to Penicha, by the manner of yeelding of 
that towne and fort, which made the Generall thinke it 
moft convenient f{peedilie to march to the principal! place, 
thereby to give courage to the reft of the countrie. The 
friers, alfo, and the poore people that came unto him, pro- 
mifed that within two daies the gentlemen and others of 
the countrie would come plentifully in: within which two 
daies came many more prieftes, and fome verie fewe gen- 
tlemen on horfebacke; but not till we came to Toras =~" 
Vedras, where they, that noted the courfe of things how 
they paffed, might fomewhat difcover the weakenes of that 
people. There they tooke two daies more, and at the ende 
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thereof referred him till our comming to Lisbone, with 
affurance that fo foone as our armie fhould .be feene there, 
all the inhabitants would be for the King, and fall upon 


the Spaniards. 


After two nights tarriance at Lisbone, the King, as you 
have heard, promifed a fupplie of 3000 foote, and fome 
horfe ; but all his appoyntments being expired, even to the 
all his horfe could not make a cornet of 40, 
nor his foote furnifh two enfignes fullie, although they car- 
ried three or foure colours: and thefe were altogether fuch 
as thought to inrich themfelves by the ruine of their neigh- 
bours; for they committed more diforders, in everie place 
by fpoyle than any of our own. 

The Generall, as you fee, having done more than, before 
his comming out of England, was required by the King, 
and given credite to his many promifes, even to the breach 
of the laft, he defifted not to perfwade him to ftay yet nine 
daies longer; in which time he might have engaged him- 
felfe further than with any honor he could come out of 
againe, by attempting a towne fortified, wherein were more 
men armed again{t us than wee had to oppugne them, with 
all our artillarie and munition being fifteene miles from us, 
and our men then declining; for there was the firft fhewe 
of any great ficknes amongft them. Whereby it feemeth 
that either his Prelacie did much abufe him in perfwading 
him to hopes, whereof after two or three daies he fawe no 
femblance ; or he, like a fillie lover, who promifeth himfelfe 
favour by importuning a coy miftres, thought by our long 
being before his towne, that, in the ende, taking pitie on 


laft of a night, 


wher we came, 
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him, they would let him in. 


What end the friers had by following him with fuch de- 
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votion, I knowe not; but fure I am the laitie did refpite 
their homage till they might fee which way the victorie 
would fway, fearing to fhewe themfelves apparantly unto 
him, leaft the Spaniard fhould, after our departure (if we 
prevailed not) call them to accompt: yet fent they under 
hand meffages to him of obedience, thereby to fave their 
owne, if he became King; but, indeede, verie well con- 
tented to fee the Spaniards and us trie by blowes who 
fhould carrie away the crowne. For they bee of fo bafea 
mould, as they can verie well fubject themfelves to any 
government where they may live free from blowes, and 
have libertie to become rich, being loath to endure hazard 
either of life or goods. For, durft they have put on any 
minds throughly to revolt, they had three wonderfull good 
occafions offered them during our being there. 

Themfelves did in generall confeffe, that there were not 
above 5000 Spaniards in that part of the countrie, of which 
number the halfe were out of the towne till the laft day of 
our march : during which time how eafilie they might have 
prevailed againit the reft any man may conceive. But, upon 
our approach, they tooke them all in, and combined them- 
felves in generall to the Cardinall. 

The next day after our comming thether, when the fally 
was made uppon us by their moft refolute Spaniards, how 
eafilie might they have kept them out, or have given us 
the gate which was held for their retreate, if they had had 
any thought thereof. 

And two daies after our comming to Cafcaies, when 6000 
Spaniards and Portingalls came againft us as farre as S. 
Julians by land, as you fhall prefentlie heare (all which 
time, I thinke, there were not many Spaniards left in the 
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towne), they had a more fit occafion to fhewe their devo- 
tion to the King, than any could be offered by our tarrying 
there. And they could not doubt that, if they had fhut 
them out, but that we would have fought with them upon 
that advantage, having fought them in Galitia upon difad- 
vantage to beate them; and, having taken fo much paines 
to feeke them at their owne houfes, whereof wee gave fuffi- 
cient teftimonie in the fame accident. But I thinke the 
feare of the Spaniard had taken fo deepe impreffion within 
them, as they durft not attempt any thing againft them 
upon anie hazard. 

For what civil country hath ever fuffred themfelves to be 
conquered by fo few men as they were? to be deprived of 
their naturall King, and to be tyrannized over thus long as 
they? And what countrey, living in flaverie under a 
ftranger whom they naturally hate, having an armie in the 
field to fight for them and their libertie, would lie ftill with 
the yoke upon their neckes, attending if any ftrangers would 
unburthen them, without fo much as roufing themfelves 
under it, but they ? They will promife much in fpeaches, 
for they bee great talkers, whom the Generall had no rea- 
fon to diftruft without triall, and, therefore, marched on 
into their countrey; but they performed little in a€tion, 
whereof wee could have had no proofe without this tho- 
rough triall: wherein hee hath difcovered their weakneffe, 
and honorably performed more than could be in reafon 
expected of him: which had he not done, would not thefe 
maligners, who feeke occafions of flander, have reported 
him to bee fufpitious of a people of whofe infidelitie he had 
no teftimonie? and to be fearfull without caufe, if he had 
refufed to give credite to their promifes without anie ad- 
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venture. Let no frivolous queftionift, therefore, further 
enquire, why he marched fo manie dayes to Lisbone, and 
tarried there fo fmall a while ? 

The next morning, feeing no performance of promife 
kept, he gave order for our marching away; himfelfe, the 
Earle of Effex, and Sir Roger Williams, remaining, with 
the ftande that was made in the high ftreate, till the whole 
armie was drawne into the field, and fo marched out of the 
towne, appoynting Captaine Richard Wingfield, and Cap- 
taine Anthonie Wingfield in the arrereward of them with 
the fhot, thinking that the enemie (as it was moft likelie) 
would have iffued out upon our rifing; but they were other- 
wife advifed. When we were come into the field, everie 
battalion fell into that order which by courfe appertained 
unto them, and fo marched that night unto Cafcaifs. Had 
wee marched through his countrie as enemies, our fouldiers 
had been well fupplied in all their wants; but had wee made 
enemies of the fuburbs of Lisbone, wee had been the rich- 
eft armie that ever went out of England ; for befides the 
particuler wealth of everie houfe, there were many ware- 
houfes by the water fide full of all forts of rich marchan- 
dizes. 

In our march that day the Gallies, which had fomewhat, 
but not much, annoyed us at Lisbone (for that our way lay 
along the river), attended us till wee were paft S. Julians, 
beftowing many fhot amongft us, but did no harme at all, 
faving that they ftrooke off a private gentlemans legge, and 
killed a Sergeant-Majors moyle under him. The horfmen 
alfo followed us a farre of, and cut off as many ficke men 
as were not able to hold march, nor we had carriage for. 

After wee had been two daies at Cafcais, wee had intel- 
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ligence by a frier that the enemie was marching ftrongly 
towards us, and then come as farre as S. Julians, which 
newes was fo welcome to the Earle of Effex and the Gene- 
ralls, as they offered everie one of them to give the meffen- 
ger a hundred crowns if they found them in the place ; for 
the Generall, defiring nothing more than to fight with them 
in field roume, difpatched that night a meffenger with a 
trompet, by whom he writ a cartell to the generall of their 
armie; wherein he gave them the lie, in that it was reported 
that wee diflodged from Lisbone in diforder and feare of 
them (which indeede was moft false), for that it was five of 
the clock in the morning before wee fell into armes, and 
then went in fuch fort as they had no courage to followe 
out upon us. Alfohe challenged him therein to meete him 
the next morning with his whole armie, if he durft attend 
his comming, and there to trie out the juftnes of their quar- 
rell by battaile: by whom alfo the Earle of Effex (who, 
preferring the honor of the caufe, which was his countries, 
before his owne safetie)fent a particuler cartell, offering him- 
felfe against any of theirs, if they had any of his qualitie ; 
or, if they would not admit of that, fixe, eight, or tenne, or 
as many as they would appoynt, fhould meete fo many of 
theirs in the head of our battaile to trie their fortunes with 
them, and that they fhould have affurance of their returne 
and honorable intreatie. 

The Generall accordingly made all his armie readie by 
three of the clocke in the morning, and marched even to 
the place where they had encamped, but they were dif- 
lodged in the night in great diforder, being taken with a 
fodaine feare that we had been come upon them, as the 
Generall was the next daye certainly informed: fo as the 
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trumpet followed them to Lisbone, but could not get other 
anfwere to either of his letters, but threatening to bee hanged 
for daring to bring fuch a meffage: howbeit the Generall 
had caufed to bee written uppon the backfide of their paff- 
port, that if they did offer any violence unto the meffengers, 
he would hang the beft prifoners he had of theirs ; which 
made them to advife better of the matter, and to returne 
them home, but without anfwere. 

After our armie came to Cafcais, and the caftle fum- 
moned, the Caftillan thereof graunted that upon five or 
fixe fhot of the cannon he would deliver the fame, but not 
without fight thereof. The Generall, thinking that his dif- 
treffe within had been fuch for want of men or victualls, as 
he could not hold it many daies, becaufe he faw it other- 
wife defencible enough, determined rather to make him 
yeeld to that neceffitie, than to bring the cannon, and 
therefore onlie fet a gard upon the fame, leaft anie supplie 
of thofe things which hee wanted fhould be brought unto 
them. But he ftill ftanding upon thofe conditions, the 
Generall, about two daies before he determined to goe to 
fea, brought three or four peeces of batterie againft it ; 
upon the firft fire whereof he rendered, and compounded to 
go away with his bagagge and armes: he had one cannon, 
two culverings, one bafilifke, and three or foure other field- 
peeces, three fcore and five fouldiers, verie good ftore of 
munition and victuals enough in the caftle; infomuch as hee 
might have held the fame longer than the Generall had 
purpofe to tarie there. One companie of foot men was 
put into the garde thereof til the artillarie was taken out, 
and our armie embarked, which, without having that fort, 
we could not without great perill have done. When we 
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were readie to fet faile (one half of the fort being, by order 
from the Generall, blown up by myne) the companie was 
drawne away. 

During the time we lay in the road our fleete began, the 
fecond of June, and fo continued fixe daies after, to fetch 
in fome hulks to the number of 60 of Danzik, Staten, Raf- 
tock, Lubec, and Hamburgh, laden with Spanish goods, 
and, as it feemed, for the Kings provifion, and going for 
Lisbone. Their principal lading was corne, maftes, cables, 
copper, and waxe; among{t which were some of great bur- 
then, wonderfull well builded for failing, which had no 
great lading in them, and therefore it was thought that 
they were brought for the King’s provifion, to reinforce his 
decaied navie : whereof there was the greateft likelihood in 
that the owners of the greateft of them, which carried two 
mifnes, was known to be verie inward with the Cardinall, 
who, rather than hee would be taken with his fhips, com- 
mitted himfelf unto his fmall boate, wherein he recovered 
S. Sebaftians. Into the which our men, that before were 
in fleeboates, were fhipped, and the fleeboates fent home 
with an offer of corne to the value of their hire. But the 
wind being good for them for Rochel, they chofe rather to 
lofe their corne than the winde, and fo departed. ‘The 
General alfo fent his horfes with them, and from thence 
{hipped them into England. 

The third of June, Colonell Devereux and Colonell Sid- 
ney being both verie ficke, departed for England, who in 
the whole journey had fhewed themfelves verie forward in 
all fervices, and in their departure verie unwilling to leave 
us: that day we embarked all our armie, but lay in the road 
until the eight thereof. 
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The fixt day the Earle of Effex, upon receipt of letters 
from her Majefty by them that brought in the victuals, 
prefentlie departed towards England ; with whom Sir Roger 
Williams was verie defirous to go, but found the generals 
verie unwilling he fhould do fo, in that he bare the next 
place to them, and, if they fhould mifcarrie, was to com- 
maund the armie. And the fame day there came unto us 
two {mall barkes that brought tidings of fome other fhippes 
come out of England with victuals, which were paffed up- 
wards to the Cape; for meeting with whom the fecond day 
after wee fet faile for that place, in purpofe, after our meet- 
ing with them, to go to the Iles of Acores: the fecond day, 
which was the ninth, wee met them coming backe againe 
towards us, whofe provifion little anfwered our expectation. 
Notwithftanding, wee refolved to continue our courfe for 
the ilands. 

About this time was the Marchant Royal, with three or 
foure other fhippes, fent to Penicha to fetch away the com- 
panies that were left there; but Captaine Barton, having 
received letters from the Generalls that were fent overland, 
was departed before, not being able, by reafon of the 
enemie’s fpeedie marching thither, either to bring away the 
artillarie or all his men, according to the directions thofe 
letters gave him; for hee was no fooner gone than the 
enemie poffeffed the towne and caftle, and fhot at our fhips 
as they came into the road. 

At this time alfo was the Ambaffador from the Emperour 
of Moroco, called Hamet Bencafamp, returned; and with 
him Mafter Ciprian, a gentleman of good place and defart, 
was fent from Don Antonio and Captaine Oufley from the 
General to the Emperour. 
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The next morning the nine gallies which were fent not 
five daies before out of Andalufia for the ftrengthening of 
the river of Lisbone (which, being joyned with the other 
twelve that were there before, though wee lay hard by them 
at S. Julians, dur{ft never make any attempt againf{t us upon 
our departure from thence) were returning home, and in 
the morning, being a verie dead calme, in the dawning 
thereof fell in the winde of our fleete, in the uttermoft part 
whereof they affailed one ftragling barke of Plymouth, of 
the which, Captaine Calverley being captaine of the land 
companie, with his lheutenant, the mafter, and fome of the 
mariners, abandoned the fhip, and betooke them to the fhip 
boates; whereof one, in which the mafter and the captain 
were, was overrun with the gallies, and they drowned. 
There was also two hulks ftragled farre from the ftrength 
of the other fhips, which were fo calmed, as neither they 
could get to us, nor we to them, though all the great fhips 
towed with their boates to have relieved them, but could 
not be recovered: in one of which was Captaine Min- 
fhaw, with his companie, who fought with them to the laft, 
yea, after his fhep was on fire, which whether it was fired 
by himfelfe or by them we could not well difcerne, but 
might eafilie judge, by his long and good fight, that the 
enemie could not but fuftaine much loffe; who, fetting alfo 
upon one other hulk, wherin was but a lieutenant, and he 
verie fike, were by the valour of the lieutenant put off, 
although they had firft beaten her with their artillarie, and 
attempted to board her. And feeing, alfo, one other hulke 
’ a league of, afterne of us, they made towards her, but find- 

ing that fhe made readie to fight with them, they durft not 
further attempt her; whereby it feemed their loffe being 
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great in the other fights, they were loath to proceed any 
further. 

From that day till the 19 of June our direction from the 
Generall was, that if the winde were northerlie wee fhould 
plie for the Agores, but if foutherlie for the Iles of Bayon. 
Wee lay with contrarie windes about that place and the 
Rocke till the foutherlie wind prevailing carried us to 
Bayon, part of our fhips, to the number of 25, ina greate 
winde, which, two dayes before, having loft the Admiralls 
and fleete, according to their dire€tion, fell in the morning 
of that day with Bayon; among whome was Sir Henrie 
Norris, in the Ayde, who had in purpofe (if the Admiralls 
had not come in), with fome 500 men out of them all, to 
have landed, and attempted the taking of Vigo. The reft 
of the fleete helde with Generall Drake, who, though he 
were two dayes before put uppon thofe ilandes, caft off 
againe to fea for the Agores ; but, remembring how unpro- 
vided he was for that journey, and feeing that he had loft 
manie of his great fhips, returned for Bayon, and came in 
there that night in the evening, where he paffed up the 
river more than a mile above Vigo. 

The next morning we landed as manie as were able to 
fight, which were not in the whole above 2000 men (for in 
the 17 dayes wee continued on board wee had caft manie 
of our men over boord), with which number the Colonell 
Generall marched to the towne of Vigo; neare the which 
when hee approached, hee fent Captaine Anthonie Wing- 
field, with a troope of fhot, to enter one fide of the fame; 
who found upon everie ftreetes end a ftrong barricade, but 
altogether abandoned: for, having entered the towne, he 
found but one man therin, but might fee them making way 
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before him to Bayon. On the other fide of the towne 
entred Generall Drake, with Captaine Richard Wingfield, 
whofe approach on that fide ({ thinke) made them leave 
the places they had fo artificially made for defence: there 
were alfo certaine fhips fent with the Vizeadmirall to lye: 
clofe before the towne, to beate upon the fame with their 
artillarie. 

In the afternoone were fent 300, under the conduct of 
Captaine Petuin and Captaine Henry Poure, to burne 
another village betwixt that and Bayon, called Borfis, and 
as much of the country as the day would give them leave 
to doo; which was a verie pleafant rich valley, but they 
burnt it all, houfes and corne, as did others on the other 
fide of the toune, both that and the next day, fo as the 
countrey was fpoyled feven or eight miles in length. There 
was found great {tore of wine in the towne, but not anie 
thing els; for the other daies warning of the fhips that 
came firft in gave them a refpite to carrie all away. 

The next morning by breake of day the Colonell Gene- 
rall (who, in abfence of the Generalls that were on boord 
their fhips, commanded that night on fhore) caufed all our 
companies to be drawen out of the towne, and fent two 
troops to put fler in everie houfe of the fame; which done 
we imbarked againe. 

This day there were certaine marriners (without anie 
direction) put themfelves on fhoare, on the contrarie fide of 
the river from us, for pillage; who were beaten by the 
enemie from their boates, and punifhed by the Generalls 
for their offer in going without allowance. 

The reafons why we attempted nothing againft Bayon 
were before fhewed to bee want of artillarie, and may now 
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be alledged to be the fmall number of our men, who fhould 
have gone againft fo ftrong a place, manned with verie 
good fouldiers; as was fhowed by Juan de Vera, taken at 
the Groyne, who confeffed that there were 600 olde foul- 
diers in garrifon there, of Flanders and the Tercios of 
Naples, lately returned out of the journey of England 
under the leading of 

Capitan Puebla. 

Chriftofero Vafques de Viralta, a fouldier of Flanders. 

Don Petro Camafcho, de tercio de Naples. 

Don Francifco de Cefpedes. 

Capt. Juan de Solo, de tercio de Naples. 

Don Diego de Caffava. 

Capt. Sanban. 

Alfo, he faith there be 18 peeces of braffe, and foure of 
yron, lately layd upon the walls of the towne, befides them 
that were there before. 

The fame day the Generalls, feeing what weake eftate 
our armie was drawen into by fickneffe, determined to man 
and victuall 20 of the beft fhips for the Iflandes of Acgores, 
with Generall Drake, to fee if he could meete with the 
Indian fleete, and Generall Norris to returne home with the 
reft. And, for the fhifting of the men and victualls ac- 
cordingly, purpofed the next morning to fall downe to the 
Iflands of Bayon againe, and to remaine there that daye. 
But Generall Drake, according to their appoyntment being 
under fayle, never ftrooke at the iflandes, but put ftraight 
to fea ; whom all the fleete followed, faving 33, which being 
in the river further than he, and at the enterance out of 
the same, finding the winde and tide too hard againft them, 
were inforced to caft anker there for that night: amongft 
I 
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whom, by good fortune, was the Forefight, and in her Sir 
Edward Norris. And the night following, Generall Norris 
being driven from the reft of the fleete by a great ftorme 
(for all that daye was the greateft ftorme we had all the 
time we were out) came agayne into the iflands, but not 
without great perill, hee being forced to truft to a Spanith 
fifherman (who was taken two days before at fea) to bring 
him in. , 

The next morning he called a councell of as manie as he 
found there, holding the purpofe he had before concluded 
with Sir Francis Drake the day before, and direéted all 
their courfes for England, tarying there all that day to 
water and helpe fuch with viétuall as were lefte in wonder- 
full diftreffe, by having victualls that came laft carried away 
the day before to fea. 

The next day he fet fayle, and the tenth day after, which 
was the fecond of July, came into Plymouth, where he 
found Sir Francis Drake, and all the Queenes fhips, with 
manie of the others, but not all; for the fleete was disperfed 
into other harbors, fome lead by a defire of returning from 
whence they came, and fome, being poffeffed of the hulkes, 
fought other ports from their Generals eye, wher they might 
make their private commoditie of them, as they have done 
to their great advantage. 

Prefently upon their arrivall there, the Generals diffolved 
all the armie, faving 8 companies, which are yet held toge- 
ther, giving everie fouldier five fhillings in money and the 
armes he bare to make money of, which was more than 
could by anie meanes be due unto them; for they were not 
in fervice three months, in which time they had their 
victualls, which no man will value at leffe than halfe their 
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pay; for fuch is the allowance in her Majesties fhips to her 
marriners, fo as there remained but ten fhillings a month 
more to be paid, for which there was not any private man 
but had apparell and furniture to his own ufe; fo as everie 
common fouldier difcharged receaved more in money, 
victuals, apparell, and furniture than his pay did amount 
unto. 

Notwithftanding, there be, even in the fame place wher 
thofe things have paffed, that either doo, or will not con- 
ceave the fouldiers eftate by comparing their povertie and 
the fhortneffe of the time together, but lay fome injuries 
upon the Generalls and the action. Where, and by the 
way, but efpeciallie here in London,I finde there have been 
fome falfe prophets gone before us, telling ftraunge tales. 
For as our countrey doth bring forth manie gallant men, 
who, defirous of honour, doo put themfelves into the 
actions thereof, fo dooth it manie more dull fpirited, who, 
though their thoughtes reach not fo high as others, yet doo 
they liften how other mens acts doo paffe, and eyther be- 
leaving what anie man will report unto them, are willingly 
caried away into errors, or, tied to fome greater mans faith, 
become fecretaries againft a noted truth. The one fort of 
thefe do take their opinions from the high way fide, or at 
the fardeft goe no farther than Paules to enquire what 
hath been done in this voyage: where if they meete with 
anie whofe capacitie before their going out could not make 
them live, nor their valour maintain their reputation, and 
who went onely for spoyle, complayning on the hardneffe 
and miferie thereof, they thinke they are bound to give 
credite to thefe honeft men who were parties therein, and 
in verie charitie become of their opinions. The others, to 
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make good the faction they are entred into, if they see anie 
of thofe malecontents (as everie journey yeeldeth fome) 
doo runne unto them, like tempting spirits, to confirme them 
in their humour, with affurance that they foresawe before 
our going out what would become thereof. 

Be ye not therefore too credulous in beleeving everie 
report, for you fee there have been many more beholders 
of thefe things that have paffed, than actors in the fame; 
who, by their experience, not having the knowledge of the 
ordinarie wants of the warre, have thought that to be hard 
not to have their meate well dreffed, to drinke fometimes 
water, to watch much, or to fee men die and be slaine was a 
miferable thing; and not having fo given their minds to the 
fervice as they are anything inftructed thereby, doo, for want 
of better matter, difcourfe ordinarilie of thefe things ; 
whereas the journey (if they had with that judgment feen 
into it, and as their places required) hath given them farre 
more honorable purpofe and argument of difcourfe. 

These mens difcontentments and miflikings, before our 
comming home, have made me labour thus much to inftruct 
you in the certaintie of everie thing, because I would not 
willinglie have you mifcarried in the judgments of them ; 
wherein you fhall give me leave fomewhat to delate upon a 
queftion, which I onlie touched in the beginning of my 
letter; namelie, whether it bee more expedient for our 
e{ftate to maintaine an offensive warre again{ft the King of 
Spaine in the Lowe Countries, or, as in this journey, to 
offend him in his nearer territories, feeing the grounds of 
arguing thereof are taken from the experience which the 
actions of this journey have given us. 

There is no good fubjeét that will make queftion whether 
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it bee behoofefull for us to hold friendfhip with thefe neigh- 
bours of ours or no, as well in refpect of the infinite propor- 
tion of their fhipping, which muft ftand either with us or 
again{ft us, as of the commoditie of their harbors, efpecialle 
that of Vlifhing, by the favour whereof our navie may con- 
tinuallie keepe the Narrow Seas, and which would harbour 
a greater fleete again{t us than the Spaniard fhall neede to 
annoy us withall; who being now diftreffed by our common 
enemie, I think it moft expedient for our fafety to defend 
them, and it may bee to give them a re-entrie into that 
they have of late yeares loft unto him. The one, without 
doubt, her Majeftie may doo without difficultie, and in fo 
honorable fort as he fhall never be able to difpoffeffe her, or 
them, of any the towns they now hold. But if any man 
thinke that the Spaniard may bee expelled from thence 
more fpeedilie or convenientlie by keeping an armie there, 
than by fending one again{t him in his own countrie, let 
him forefee of how many men, and continuall fupplies, that 
armie muft confift, and what intollerable expences it re- 
quireth. And let him thinke, by the example of the Duke 
of Alva, when the Prince of Orrange had his great armie 
again{t him, and of Don Jon when the States had their 
mightie affemblie againft him, how this wife enemie, with 
whom wee are to deale, may, but by prolonging to fight 
with us, leave us occafions enough for our armie within fewe 
moneths to mutine and breake, or by keeping him in his 
townes leave us a spoyled field; where, though our provi- 
fions may be fuch of our own as wee ftarve not, yet is our 
weaknes in any f{trange countrie fuch, as with ficknes and 
miferie we fhall be diffolved. And let him not forget what 
a continuall burthen wee hereby lay upon us, in that to 
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repoffeffe thofe countries which have been lately loft will 
be a warre of longer continuance than wee fhall be able to 
endure. 

In the verie action whereof what fhould hinder the King 
of Spaine to bring his forces home unto us? For it is cer- 
taine that he hath long fince fat downe in councell, that 
there is no way for him whollie to recover thofe Lowe 
Countries, but by bringing the warre uppon England it 
felfe, which hath alwaies affifted them againft him; and 
that being determined, and whereunto he hath been vehe- 
mentlie urged by the laft yeeres loffe he fufteined uppon 
our coafts, and the great difhonor this journey hath laid 
uppon him, no doubt, if wee fhall give him refpite to doo 
it, but he will mightelie advance his purpofe, for he is richlie 
able thereunto, and wonderfull defirous of revenge. 

To encounter wherewith I wifh, even in true and honeft 
zeale to my countrie, that wee were all perfwaded that 
there is no fuch affured meanes for the fafetie of our eftate, 
as to bufie him with a well-furnifhed armie in Spaine, which 
hath fo many goodlie bayes open, as wee may land without 
impeachment as many men as fhall be needfull for fuch an 
invafion. And having an armie of twentie thoufand royallie 
furnifhed there, we fhall not neede to take much care for 
their paiment; for fhall not Lisbone be thought able to 
make a few men rich, when the fuburbs thereof were found 
fo abounding in riches as, had wee made enemie of them, 
they had largely enriched us all? Which with what fmall 
loffe it may be wonne is not here to fhewe ; but why it was 
not wonne by us I have herein fhewed you. Or is not the 
spoyle of Civill fufficient to pay more than fhall be needful 
to be fent again{t it, whofe defence (as that of Lisbone) is 
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onlie force of men, of whom how many may for the prefent 
be raifed is not to be efteemed, becaufe wee have difcovered 
what kinde of men they bee; even fuch as will never abide 
ours in field, not dare withftand any refolute attempt of 
ours againft them: for during the time wee were in many 
places of their countrie, they cannot fay that ever they 
made twentie of our men turne their faces from them. 
And be there not many other places of leffe difficultie to 
fpoyle, able to fatisfy our forces ? 

But admit that if upon this alarme that we have given 
him, he, tendring his naturall and neareft foyle before his 
further removed off governments, do drawe his forces of old 
fouldiers out of the Low Countries for his own defence, is 
not the victorie then wonne by drawing and holding them 
from thence, for the which we fhould have kept an armie 
there at a charge by many parts greater than this, and not 
ftirred them ? 

Admit, further, our armie be impeached from landing 
there, yet by keeping the fea and poffeffing his principall 
roades, are wee not in poffibilitie to meete with his Indian 
merchants, and verie like to prevent him and his provifions 
comming out of the eaft countries ? without the which 
neither the fubject of Lisbone is long able to live, nor the 
King able to maintain his navie: for though the countrey 
of Portingall doo fome yeres finde themfelves corne, yet are 
they never able to victuall the leaft part of that citie. And 
albeit the King of Spaine be the richeft Prince in Christen- 
dome, yet can he neyther draw cables, hew mafts, nor make 
powder of his mettalls, but is to bee fupplied of them all 
from thence. Of whom (some will hold opinion) it is no 
reafon to make prize, becaufe they are not our enemies ; 
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and that our difagreeance with them will impeach the trade 
of our merchants and fo impoverifh our countrey. Of 
whofe minde I can hardly be drawen to be; for if my enemie 
fighting with me doo breake his fword, fo as I thereby have 
the advantage againft him, what fhall I thinke of him that 
putteth a new fword into his hand to kill me withal? And 
may it not be thought more fitting for us in thefe times to 
loofe our trades of cloath, than, by fuffering thefe mifchiefes, 
to put in hazard whether we fhall have a countrey left to 
make cloth in or no? And yet, though neether Hamburgh, 
Embden, nor Stode doo receive our cloth, the neceffarie ufe 
thereof in all places is fuch, as they will finde meanes to 
take it from us with our fufficient commoditie. 

And admit (which were impoffible) that wee damnifie 
him neither at fea nor land (for unleffe it bee with a much 
more mightie armie than ours he shall never be able to 
withftand us), yet shal wee, by holding him at his home, free 
our felves from the warre at our own walls; the benefite 
whereof let them confider that beft can judge, and have ob- 
ferved the difference of invading and being invaded, the 
one giving courage to the fouldier in that he dooth fet be- 
fore him commoditie and reputation, the other a fearful 
terror to the country man, who, if by chaunce hee play the 
man, yet is he never the richer, and: who, knowing many 
holes to hide himfelfe in, will trie them all before he put 
his life in perill by fighting ; whereas the invader cafteth 
up his accompt before he goeth out, and, being abroad, 
muft fight to make himfelfe way, as not knowing what 
place or ftrength to truft unto. I will not fay what I ob- 
ferved in our country men, when the enemie offered to 
affaile us here; but I wish that all England knewe what 


f TS. ay i ~ Jatlrnsaawfo ZA 
A True Coppie of a Dif ourfe. O§ 


terror we gave to the fame people, that frighted us, by vifit- 
ing them at their owne houfes. 

Were not Alexanders fortunes great againft the mighty 
Darius onely, in that his Macedonians thirfted after the 
wealth of Perfia, and were bound to fight it out to the laft 
man, becaufe the laft man knewe no fafer waye to fave 
himfelfe than by fighting? Whereas the Perfians, either 
trufting to continue {till mafters of their wealth by yeelding 
to the invador, began to practife againft their owne king; 
or having more inward hopes, did hide themfelves even to 
the laft, to fee what courfe the conquerour would take in 
his conqueft. And did not the advice of Scipio, though 
mightely impugned at the firft, prove verie found and 
honorable to his countrey; who, feeing the Romanes won- 
derfully amazed at the nearneffe of the enemies forces, 
and the loffes they dayly fuftained by them, gave counfaile, 
rather by way of diverfion, to carrie an armie into A ffricke, 
and there to affaile, than by defencive warre at home to 
remaine fubject to the common fpoyles of an affailing 
enemie? Which, being put in execution, drew the enemie 
from the gates of Rome, and Scipio returned home with 
triumph; albeit his beginnings at the firft were not fo for- 
tunate againft them as ours have been in this fmall time 
again{t the Spaniard. The good fucceffe whereof maye 
encourage us to take armes refolutely againft him; and I 
befeech God it may ftirre up all men that are purticularly 
interefted therein, to bethinke themfelves how fmall a 
matter will affure them of their fafetie, by holding the 
Spaniard at a baye fo farre of: whereas, if wee give him 
leave quietly to hatch and bring foorth his ‘preparations, it 
will bee with danger to us all. 
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He taketh not armes again{ft us by anie pretence of title 
to the crowne of this realme, nor led altogether with an 
ambitious defire to command our countrey, but with hatred 
towards our whole nation and religion. Her Majefties 
fcepter is already given by Bull to another ; the honours of 
our nobilitie are beftowed for rewardes upon his attendants ; 
our clergie, our gentlemen, our lawyers, yea, all men of 
what condition foever are offered for fpoyle unto the com- 
mon fouldier. Let everie man, therefore, in defence of the 
libertie and plentie he hath of long enjoyed, offer a volun- 
tarie contribution of the fmalleft part of their ftore for the 
affurance of the reft. It were not much for everie juftice of 
peace, who by his blewe coate protecteth the propereft and 
moft ferviceable men, at everie mufter, from the warres, to 
contribut the charge that one of thefe idle men doo put 
him to for one yere: nor for the lawyer, who rifeth by the 
diffentions of his neighbors, to take but one yeares giftes 
(which they call fees) out of his coffers. What would it 
hinder everie officer of the Exchequer, and other of her 
Majefties courtes, who without checke doo fodainlie grow 
to great wealth, honeftlie to bring foorth the myfticall com- 
moditie of one yeres profites? Or the clergie, who looke 
precifely for the tenths of everie mans increafe, fimply to 
bring foorth the tenth of one yeares gathering, and, in 
thankfulnes to her Majeftie (who hath continued for all our 
fafeties a moft chargeable warre both at land and fea) be- 
{towe the fame, for her honour and their owne affuraunce, 
uppon an armie which may make this bloodie enemie fo to 
knowe himfelfe and her Majefties power as hee fhall be- 
thinke him what it is to moovea ftirring people? Who, 
though they have receaved fome fmall checke by the sick- 
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neffe of this laft journey, yet doubt I not, but if it were 
made knowen that the like voyage were to be fupported by 
a generalitie (that might and would beare the charge of a 
more ample provifion) but there would of all fortes moft 
willingly put themfelves into the fame; fome caried with 
an honorable defire to be in aétion, and fome in love of fuch 
would affectionately follow their fortunes : fome in thirfting 
to revenge the death and hurts of their brethren, kindred, 
and friends; and fome, in hope of the plentiful fpoyles to 
be found in thofe countreyes, having been there alreadie 
and returned poore, would defire to goe againe with an 
expectation to make amends for the laft: and all, in hatred 
of that cowardly proud nation, and in contemplation of 
the true honour of our own, would with courage take armes 
to hazard their lives againft them whom everie good 
Englifhman is in nature bound to hate as an implacable 
enemie to England, thirfting after our blood, and labouring 
to ruine our land, with hope to bring us under the yoke of 
perpetuall flaverie. 

Againft them is true honour to bee gotten, for that wee 
fhall no fooner fet foote in their land, but that every fteppe 
we tread will yield us newe occafion of a€tion; which I with 
the gallantrie of our countrie rather to regarde, than to 
followe thofe foft unprofitable pleafures wherein they now 
confume their time and patrimonie. And in two or three 
townes of Spaine is the wealth of all Europe gathered to- 
gether, which are the magasins of the fruits and profites of 
the Eaft and Weft Indies : wherunto I with our young able 
men, who (againft the libertie they are borne unto) terme 
themfelves ferving men, rather to bend their defires and 
affections, than to attend their double liverie and fortie 
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fhillings by the yeare wages, and the reverfion of the old 
coppie-hold for carrying a difh to his mafters table. 

But let me here reprehend my felfe and crave pardon for 
entring into a matter of fuch ftate and confequence, the 
care whereof is alreadie laid upon a moft grave and honor- 
able Councell, who will in their wifedomes forefee the dan- 
gers that may bee threatned againft us. And why do I 
labour to difquiet the fecuritie of thofe happie gentlemen, 
and the trade of thofe honeft ferving men, by perfwading 
them to the warres, when I fee the profeffion therof fo flen- 
derlie efteemed? For, though al our hope of peace be 
fruftrate, and our quarrells determinable by the {word ; 
though our enemie hath, by his own forces and by his pen- 
cionaries induftrie, confined the united Provinces into a 
narrowe roume, and almoft difunited the fame; if he be 
now in a good way to harbour himfelfe in the principall 
havens of France, from whence he may frunt us at plea- 
fure; yea, though wee are to hope for nothing but a 
bloudie warre, nor can truft to any helpe but armes, yet 
how farre the common fort are from reverencing or re- 
garding any perfons of conduction was too apparent in the 
returne of this our journey, wherein the bafe and common 
fouldier hath been tollerated to fpeake againft the captaine, 
and the fouldier and captaine againft the generalls; and 
wherein mechanicall, and men of bafe condition, doo dare 
to cenfure the dooings of them of whofe atts they be not 
worthie to talke. 

The auncient grave degree of the Prelacie is uphelde, 
though Martin rayle never fo much, and the lawyer is, after 
the olde manner worfhipped, whofoever inveigh againft 
him; but the auncient Englith honour is taken from our 
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men of warre, and their profeffion in difgrace, though never 
fo neceffarie. Either we commit idolatrie to Neptune, and 
will put him alone ftill to fight for us, as he did the laft 
yere, or we be inchanted with fome divellifh opinions, that 
travaile nothing more than to diminith the reputation of 
them upon whofe fhoulders the burthen of our defence 
again{t the enemie muft lie when occafion fhall be offered. 
For, whensoever he fhall fet foote upon our land, it is 
neither the preaching of the clergie that can turne him out 
againe, nor the pleading of any lawyers that can remove 
him out of poffeffion : no, then they will honour them whom 
now they thinke not on; and then muft thofe men ftand 
betweene them and their perills, who are now thought un- 
worthie of any eftimation. 

May the burning of one towne (which coft the King then 
being fixe times as much as this hath done her Majeftie, 
wherein were loft feaven times as many men as in any one 
fervice of this journey, and tarried not the tenth part of 
our time in the enemies countrie) bee by our elders highly 
reputed, and founded out by the hiftorie of the realme, and 
can our voyage be fo meanlie efteemed, wherein wee burned 
both townes and countries without the loffe of fortie men 
in any fuch attempt ? 

Did our kings in former times reward fome with the 
greateft titles of honour for overthrowing a number of 
poore Scots, who, after one battle loft, were never able to 
reenforce themfelves againft him? and fhall they in this 
time, who have overthrowne our mightie enemie in battaile, 
and taken his royall ftanderd in the field, befieged the 
Marquefs of Saralba fifteen daies together, that fhould have 
been Generall of the armie againft us, brought away fo 
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much of his artillarie (as I have before declared) be unwor- 
thelie efteemed of ? 

Is it poffible that fome, in fome times, fhould receive their 
reward for looking uppon an enemie, and ours, in this time, 
not receive fo muchas thankes for having beaten an enemie 3 
at handie ftrokes ? 

But it is true that no man fhall be a prophet in his 
countrey ; and, for mine owne part, I will lay afide my 
armes till that profeffion fhall have more reputation, and 
live with my friends in the countrey, attending either fome 
more fortunate time to ufe them, or fome other good occa- 
fion to make me forget them. 

But what! thall the blind opinion of this monfter, a beaft 
of many heads (for fo hath the generalitie of old been 
termed) caufe me to negleét the profeffion from whence I 
challenge fome reputation, or diminifh my love to my 
countrey, which hitherto hath nourifhed mee? No: it was 
for her fake I farft tooke armes, and for her fake I will 
handle them fo long as I fhall be able to ufe them; not 
regarding how fome men in private conventicles doo mea- 
fure mens eftimations by their own humours, nor how 
everie populer perfon doth give fentence on everie mans 
actions by the worft accidents; but attending the gracious 
aspect of our dread fovereigne, who never yet left vertue 
unrewarded, and depending upon the juftice of her moft 
rare and grave advifers, who, by their heedie looking into 
everie mans worth, doo give encouragement to the ver- 
tuous to exceede others in vertue; and affuring you that 
there fhall never anything happen more pleafing unto me 
than that I may once againe be a partie in fome honor- 
able journey againft the Spaniard in his owne countrie, J 
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will ceafe my complaint, and with them that deferve beyond 
me, patiently endure the unadvifed cenfure of our malicious 
reprovers. 

If I have feemed in the beginning hereof troublefome 
unto you in the difcourfing of thofe impediments, and an- 
fwering the flaunders which, by the vulgar, malicious, and 
mutinous fort are laid as blemifhes upon the journey, and 
reproaches upon the Generalls (having indeede proceeded 
from other heads), let the neceffitie of conferving the repu- 
tation of the a¢tion in generall, and the honors of our 
Generalls in particuler, be my fufficient excufe ; the one 
having, by the vertue of the other, made our countrie more 
dreaded and renowned than any att that ever England 
undertooke before. Or if you have thought my perfwa- 
sible difcourfe long in the latter end, let the affectionate 
defire of my countries good be therein anfwerable for me. 
And, fuch as it is, I pray you accept it as onely recom- 
mended to your felfe, and not to be delivered to the pub- 
lique view of the world, leaft any man take offence thereat; 
which fome particuler men may feeme juftlie to doo, in that 
having deferved verie well, I fhould not herein give them 
their due commendations : whereas my purpofe in this pri- 
vate difcourfe hath been onelie to gratifie you with a touch 
of thofe principall matters that have paffed; wherein I have 
onelie taken notes of thofe men who either commanded 
everie fervice, or were of chiefteft marke. If, therefore, 
you fhall impart the fame to one, and hee to another, and fo 
it paffe through many hands, I knowe not what conftruétions 
would be made thereof to my prejudice, for that the hares 
eares may happelie bee taken for hornes. Howbeit,I hold 
it verie neceffarie (I muft confeffe) that there fhould bee 
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fome true manifeftation made of thefe things ; but bee it 
farre from me to be the author thereof, as verie unfit to deli- 
ver my cenfure of any matter publique, and moft unwilling 
to have my weaknes difcovered in private. And fo doo 
leave you to the happie fucceffe of your accuftomed good 
exercifes, earneftlie wifhing that there may bee fome better 
acceptance made of the fruites of your ftudies, than there 
hath been of our hazards in the warres. From London the 
30 of Augulft. 1589. 


LINTS, 


Errors in fundrie names muft thus be read. 


Pag 16, lin. 31,reade Santa Cruz ; lin. 23 reade at Maa- 
vid. Pag 17, lin, 1, reade at Madrid; linge, tender ear 
Mango. Pag 21, lin. 12, reade Cap. Sydenham. Pag 20, 
lin. 8, reade at Loriha; lin. 34-35 reade fos Cavalleros. 
Pag 34, lin. 6, reaade Sant Vués. Pag 45, lin. 29-31 read 
del Tercio de Napoles, lin. 34, reade Capt. Sauban. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


THe pamphlet we have here reprinted was the causa teferrinu 
belli between Robert Greene, the author of it, Gabriel Harvey, 
who was attacked in it, and Thomas Nash, who, after the death 
of Greene in Sept. 1592, took up the cudgels in his behalf: it 
was the commencement of the ‘“ fliting’, which lasted for 
about five years, and was considered so important, and perhaps 
discreditable, as to be terminated by public authority, and the 
tracts on either side ordered to be burned. 

The “Quip for an Upstart Courtier’ was one of the latest 
productions of its author, and it bears date, as our readers will 
perceive, in 1592. It has been stated that it was printed and 
reprinted six times in the first year; but this is a mistake from 
confounding it with Nash’s ‘ Pierce Penniless,’? which the 
writer himself states did go “through the pikes” of six impres- 
sions in 1592. We have never been able to find more than three 
editions of Greene’s ‘‘ Quip” in its first year; and they all, more 
or less, differ. The one we have chosen is the earliest extant, 
and it has never been reprinted: the copy in the Harleian 
Miscellany, vol. v, is certainly later, and it contains variations 
and emendations not found in our older copy, and some of which 
were intended to remedy or supply defects in it: one of these 
| between brackets] will be observed on our last page, No known 
copy of 1592, or of any other year, contains the passage against 
old Harvey as a Ropemaker, at which young Harvey took offence, 
and which he revenged, as far as was in his power, in his “ Four 
Letters and certain Sonnets,’ which also bear date in 1592. 
Harvey asserts that Greene, in his expiring moments, would have 
given twenty shillings to suppress the objectionable lines; and 
certain it is that they were suppressed, and all that remains to us 
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reads very inoffensively as,regards Harvey, the Ropemaker of 
Saffron Walden, and his three sons. We shall hereafter exactly 
reprint the ‘‘ Four Letters,”’ etc., and our readers will have already 
seen that what Nash wrote in his ‘‘ Strange Newes’”’ was intended 
to answer and irritate Gabriel Harvey, and to excuse and vindi- 
cate Greene. 

The “ Quip for an Upstart Courtier’” was popular not only in 
this country but abroad: we have heard of a French translation 
of it, but we have never seen it: a Dutch one, printed at Leyden 
in 1601, is on our table while we write, and we were in hopes 
that from it we might obtain at least the sense of Greene’s original 
attack upon the Harveys, but we have looked for it in vain: the 
tract is there called Hen seer vermakelik Proces tusschen Flwweele- 
broeck ende Laken-kroeck. It follows the English sufficiently lite- 
rally, but for convenience of reference each paragraph is there 
separately numbered. 

Gabriel Harvey, when he was abusing Greene, then just dead, 
could not have known the fact, which we ascertained and pub- 
lished thirty years ago, that the whole substance of Greene’s 
“Quip” was a plagiarism from a poem written by Francis 
Thynn and printed about the year 1580: had Harvey been aware 
of it, he could not have refrained from employing it against his 
adversary. Thynn’s production is entitled ‘‘The Debate be- 
tweene Pride and Lowlines;’ but as it was reprinted by the 
Shakespeare Society in 1841, it is not necessary that we should 
here dilate upon the dishonest manner in which Greene appro- 
priated his original, adding little of his own to the language 
and invention of his humorous and clever predecessor. What 
Greene says about the Poet, near the close, is curious, because so 
much of the description was applicable to himself and to his con- 
duct: it may be taken not merely as the portrait of a versifyer 
towards the close of the reign of Elizabeth, but almost as a 
hkeness of Greene himself, ied eee 0 


fo the Right Worfhipful Thomas Barnabie Efguier 
Lobert Greene wifheth hartes cafe, 
and heavens bliffe. 


GIR, after I had ended this Quippe for an upftart Cour- 

tier, contayning a quaint difpute betweene Cloth- 
breeches and Velvet breeches, wherein, under a dreame, I 
fhadowed the abufes that Pride had bred in Englande, 
how it had infeéted the Court with afpiring envie, the Citie 
with griping covetousneffe, and the countrye with con- 
tempte and difdaine ; how, fince men placed their delights 
in proud lookes and brave atyre, hofpitality was left off, 
neighbourhood was exciled, confcience was fkoft at, and 
charitie lay frozen in the ftreets; how upftart gentlemen, 
for the maintainance of that their fathers never lookt after, 
raifed rents, rackte their tenants, and impofed great fines, I 
{toode in a mafe to whome I fhoulde dedicate my labours, 
knowing I fhould bee bitten by many, fithens I had toucht 
many, and therefore neede fome woorthye Patrone, under 
whofe winges I might fhroud my felfe from goodman finde 


fault: at laft I cald to mind your Worfhip, and thought 
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you the fitteft of all my frends, both for duetie that I owe, 
and the woorfhipfull qualities you are indued withall; as 
also for that all Northamtonfhire reports how you are a 
father of the poore, a supporter of auntient hofpitalitie, an 
enimie to pride, and, to be fhort, a maintayner of Cloth 
breeches (I meane the old and worthie cuftomes of the 
gentilitie and yeomanrye of England). Induced by thefe 
reasons, I humbly prefent this phamplet to your Worfhip, 
only craving you wil accept it as courtioufly as I prefent 
it dutifully, and then I have the end of my defire; and fo, 
refting in hope of your favourable acceptance, I humbly 
take my leave. 


Your duetifull adopted fonne, 


ROBERT GREENE. 


Zo the Gentlemen Readers health. 


(,ENTLE Gentlemen, I hope Cloth breeches fhall find 

you gentle cenfors of this homely Apologie of his 
auntient prerogatives, fith, though he fpeakes again{ft Vel- 
vet breeches, which you wefa]re, yet he twits not the weede 
but the vice, not the apparell when tis worthily worn, but 
the unworthie perfon that weares it, who, fprang of a pea- 
fant, will ufe any finifter meanes to clime to preferment, 
being then fo proude as the foppe forgets, like the affe, 
that a mule was his father. For auntient gentilitie and 
yeomanrie Cloth breeches attempteth this quarrell, and 
hopes of their favour: for upftarts he is halfe careles, and 
the more bicaufe he knowes, whatfoever fome thincke pri- 
vately, they will bee no publike carpers ; leaft by kicking 
where they are toucht, they bewray their gald backs to the 
world, and by ftarting up to find fault, prove themfelves 
upftarts and fooles. So then, poore Cloth-breeches fets 
downe his reft on the courtefie of gentle Gentlemen and 
bold Yeomen, that they will fuffer him to take no wrong. 


But fuppofe the worft, that hee fhould be fround at, and 
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that fuch occupations as hee hath, uppon confcience, dif- 
carded from the Jury should commence an action of un- 
kindneffe againft him, heele prove it not to hold plea, 
becaufe all the debate was but a dreame. And fo, hoping 
all men will merrilie take it, he ftands follemnlie leaning 
on his pike ftaffe, till he heare what you conceave of him 
for being fo peremptorie. If well, he swears to crack his 
hofe at the knees to quite your courtefie: if hardly, he 
hath vowed, that whatfoever he dreames, never to blab it 


againe ; and fo he wifheth me humbly to bid you farewell. 


fale Ms ae “ 


A quip for an upstart Courtier. 


i was juft at that time when the Cuckoulds quirrifter 

began to bewray Aprill, Gentlemen, with his never 
chaunged notes, that I, damped with a melancholy humor, 
went into the fields to cheere up my wits with the freth 
aire ; where folitarye feeking to folace my felfe, I fell in a 
dreame, and in that drowfie flumber, I wandered into a 
vale al tapiftred with fweete and choice flowers: there 
grew many fimples whofe vertues taught men to be fubtill, 
and to thinke nature by her weeds warnd men to be wary, 
and by their fecret properties to checke wanton and fenfual 
imperfections. Almongft the reft ther was the yellow 
Daffadil, a flowre fit for jelous dottrels, who through the 
bewty of their honeft wives grow fufpitious, and fo prove 
themfelves in the end cuckhold heritikes: there buded out 
the checkred Paunfie, or partly coloured hartes eafe, an 
herbe fildome feene either of fuch men as are weded to 
fhrewes, or of fuch women that have hafty husbands; yet 
ther it grew, and as I ftept to gather it, it flipt from me, 
like Tantalus fruit that failes their maifter. At laft, woon- 
dring at this fecret quality, I learned that none can weare 
it, be they kinges, but fuch as defire no more then they are 
borne too, nor have their wifhes above their fortunes. 
Uppon a banke, bordring by, grewe womens weedes, 
Fenell I meane for flatterers, fit generally for that fexe, 
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fith, while they are maidens, they wifh wantonly; while 
they are wives they will wilfully ; while they are widowes, 
they would willingly ; and yet all thefe proud defires are 
but clofe deffemblinges. Neere adjoining sprouted out the 
courtiers comfort, Time, an herb that many ftumble on, 
and yet overflip, whofe rancke favor and thick leaves have 
this pecular propertie, to make a fnaile, if fhe taft of the 
fappe, as fwift as a fwallow, yet joined with this prejudice, 
that if fhe climbe to haftily, fhe fals too foddenly. Mee 
thought I faw divers yong courtiers tread uppon it with 
high difdaine, but as they paft away, an adder, lurking 
there, bit them by the heeles that they wept: and then I 
might perceive certaine clownes in clowted fhoone gather 
it, and eate of it with greedineffe ; which no fooner was 
funke into their mawes, but they were metamorphofed, and 
lookt as proudlye, though pefants, as if they had beene 
borne to be princes companions, 

Amonegtft the reft of thefe changelinges, whome the taft 
of ‘Time had thus altered, there was some that lifted their 
heads fo high, as if they had been bred to looke no lower 
then ftars: they thought Voli altum /fapere was rather the 
faying of a foole, then the cenfure of a philofopher, and 
therefore {tretcht themfelves on their tiptoes, asif they had 
been a kindred to the Lord Tiptoft, and began to difdain 
their equals, fcorne their inferiours, and even their betters, 
forgetting nowe that time had taught them to fay maffe, 
howe before they had playde the clarks part to fay Amen to 
the prieft. Tufh! then they were not fo little as gentle- 
men, but their owne conceipte was the heralde to blafon 
their defcente from an old houfe, whofe great grandfathers 
would have bin glad of a new cottage to hide their heades 
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in. Yet, as the peacocke, wrapte in the pride of his beau- 
tious fethers, is knowne to be but a dunghill birde by his 
foule feete, fo though the high lookes and coftly futes 
argue to the eies of the world they were cavaliers of great 
worthip, yet the churlifh illiberality of their mindes bewraide 
their fathers were not above three poundes in the kinges 
bookes at a fubfidie : but as thefe upftart changelings went 
ftrouting like Philopolimarchides, the bragart in Plautus, 
they lookte fo proudly at the fame that they {tumbled on 
a bed of Rue that grewe at the bottome of the banke 
where the Time was planted, which fall upon the dew of fo 
bitter an herbe taught them that fuch proud peacockes as 
over haftily out run their fortunes, at laft to fpeedily fall 
to repentaunce; and yet fome of them fmild and faid Rue 
was called herbe grace, which though they fcorned in their 
youth, they might weare in their age, and it was never too 
late to fay Mz/erere. 

As thus I ftood mufing at this time, borne broad, they 
vanifht away, like Cadmus copefmates that fprang up of 
vipers teeth, fo that cafting mine eie afide after them, I faw 
where a crue of all eftates were gathering flowers: what 
kind they were I knewe not, but pretious I gefte them in 
that they pluckt them with greedineffe, fo that I drew 
towards them to be partaker of their profits: comming 
neerer, I might fee the weede they fo wrangled for was a 
little daper flowre, like a ground honnifuckle, called thrift, 
praifed generally of all, but practifed for diftillation but of 
few. Amongft the crue that feemed covetous of this herbe, 
there was a troope of old graibeards in velvet, fattin and 
woorfted jackets, that ftooped as nimbly to pluck it up by 
the rootes as if their joynts had bene fupled in the oile of 
G 


10 A quip for an upstart Courter, 


mifers {kins: they fpared no labor and paines to get and 
gather, and what they got they gave to certaine yong boies 
and girles, that ftood behinde them with their fkirtes and 
laps open to receive it; among whome fome fcattered it as 
faft as their fathers gathered it, wafting and fpoiling it at 
their pleafure, which their fathers got with labour. 

I thought them to be fome herbaliftes, or fome apothe- 
caries, that had imployed fuch paines to extra¢t fome rare 
quinteffence out of this floure; but one ftanding by told me 
they were cormorantes and ufurers, that gathered it to fil 
their cofers with. And whereto (quoth I) is it pretious? 
What is the vertue of it? Mary (quoth he) to qualifie the 
heat of infatiable mindes, that like the ferpente Dipfas, 
never drinketh enough till they are fo full they burtfte. 
Why then, faide I, the Divell burft them all; and with that 
I fell intoa great laughter to fee certaine Italionate Contes, 
humorous cavaliers, youthful gentlemen, and /zamorat 
gagliardt, that fcornfully pluckt of it, and wore it a while 
as if they were wery of it, and at laft left it, as to bafe a 
floure to put in their nofegaies. Others, that feemed Ho- 
mint at grand tfttma by their lookes and their walkes, 
geathered earneftly and did pocket it up, as if they meant 
to keepe it carefully; but as they wer carreing it away, 
there met them a troupe of nice wantons, faire women, that 
like to Lamz@ had faces like angels, eies like ftars, breftes 
like the golden frout in the Hefperides, but from the mid- 
die downewards their fhapes like ferpents. Thefe with 
fyrenlike allurment fo entifed thefe quaint fquires, that 
they beftowed all their flowers upon them for favours, they | 
themfelves walking home by beggars bufhe for a pennance. 
Amongft this crue were lawyers, and they gathered the 


A quip for an upstart Courtier. II 


Divell and all, but poore poets were thruft backe, and 
coulde not bee fuffered to have one handfull to put amonett 
their withered garlands of baies, to make them glorious. 
But Hob and John of the country, they {tept in churlithly 
in their high ftartups, and gathered whole fackfuls, info- 
much they wore beefoms of Thrift in their hats like fore- 
horfes, or the lufty gallants in a morice dance, Seeing the 
crue thus to wrangle for fo paltry a weede, I went alone to 
take one of all the other fragrante flowers that diapred 
this vally; thereby I faw the Batchelers buttons, whofe 
vertue is to make wanton maidens weepe, when they have 
worne it forty weekes under their aporns for a favour. 
Next them grewe the deffembling daifie, to warne fuch 
light of love wenches not to truft every faire promife that 
fuch amorous batchelers make them; but fweete fmels 
breed bitter repentaunce. Hard by grew the true lovers 
primrofe, whofe kind favour wifheth men to be faithfull and 
women courteous. Alongft in a border grew maiden hair, 
fit for modeft maidens to behold, and immodeft to bluthe 
at, bicaufe it praifeth the one for their naturall treffes, and 
condemneth the other for their beaftly and counterfeit per- 
riwigs: there was the gentle gilliflowre that wives fhould 
weare, if they were not too froward; and loyall lavender, 
but that was full of cukoe fpittes, to fhew that womens 
light thoghts make their husbandes hevy heads: there 
were {weete lillies Gods plenty, which fhewed faire virgins 
neede not weepe for wooers; and ftore of balme which 
could cure ftrang wounds, only not that wound which 
women receive when they loofe their maidenheads; for no 
herbe hath vertue inough to fcrape out that blot, and 


therefore it is the greater blemish. 
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Infinit were the flowers befide that beautified the valley, 
that to know their names and operations I needed fome 
curious herball; but I paffe them over as needeleffe, fith 
the vifion of their vertues was but a dreame, and therefore 
I wifh no man to holde anye difcourfe herein authenticall ; 
yet thus much I muft fay for a parting blow, that at the 
lower end of the dale I faw a great many women ufing 
high words to their husbandes, fome ftriving for the 
breeches, other to have the laft word, fome fretting they 
could not find a knot in a ruth, others ftriving whether it 
were wooll or haire the goat bare. Queftioning with one 
that I met why thefe women were fo cholericke ? he, like a 
{kofing fellow, pointed to a bufh of nettles: I, not willing 
to be fatisfied by fignes, afked him what he meant thereby ? 
Mary, (quoth hee) al thefe women that you heare brawling, 
frowning and fcolding thus, have feverally pift on this bufh 
of nettles; and the vertue of them is to force a woman that 
waters them to bee as peevish for a whole day, and as 
wafpish as if she had bene {tung in the brow with a hornet. 
Well, I fmild at this, and left the company to feeke further ; 
when, in the twincklinge of an eie, I was left alone, the val- 
ley cleered of all company, and I, a diftreffed man, defirous 
to wander out of that folitary place to feeke good con- 
fortes and boone companions to paffe away the day 
withall. 

As thus I walked forward, feeking up the hill, I was 
driven halfe into a mafe with the imagination of a ftrang 
wonder which fell out thus. Mee thought I faw.an un- 
couth headleffe thing come pacing downe the hill, ftepping 
fo proudly, with fuch a geometricall grace, as if fome arti- 
ficiall bragart had refolved to meafare the world with his 


A quip for an upstart Courtter. ig 


paces: I could not defcrye it to bee a man, although it 
had motion, for that it wanted a body; yet feeing legges 
aid hofe, I fuppofed it to bee fome monfter nurifhte uppe 
in thofe defertes. At laft, as it drew more nigh unto mee, 
I might percive that it was a very paffing coftly paire of 
Velvet-breeches, whofe paines beeing made of the cheefeft 
Neapolitane ftuffe, was drawn over with the beft Spanifh 
fatine, and marvellous curioufly over whipt with gold 
twift, interfeemed with knots of pearle: the netherftocke 
was of the pureft Granado filke. No coft was fpared to fett 
out thefe coftly breeches, who had girt unto them a rapyer 
and dagger, gilt, point pendante, as quaintly as if fom cu- 
rious Florentine had trickte them up, to fquare it up and 
downe the ftreetes before his miftreffe. As thefe breeches 
were exceeding fumptuous to the eie, fo were they paffing 
pompous in their geftures, for they ftrouted up and downe 
the vally, as proudly as though they had there appointed 
to act fome defperate combat. 

Blame mee not if I were driven into a mufe with this 
moft monftrous fight, to fee in that place fuch a ftraunge 
headlefs Courtier, jettinge uppe and down like the ufher of 
a fence-fchoole about to play his prife, when I deeme 
never in any age fuch a woonderfull objeét fortuned unto 
any man before. Well, the greater dumpe this novelty 
drave mee into, the more defire I had to fee what event 
would follow: where upon, looking about to fe if that any 
more company would com, I might perceive from the 
toppe of the other hill an other paire of breeches, more 
foberly marching, and with a fofter pace, as if they were 
not hafty, and yet would keepe promiffe neverthelefs at the 


place appointed. As foone as they were come into the 
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vallie, I fawe they were a plaine paire of Cloth-breeches, 
without either welt or garde, ftraight to the thigh, of white 
kerfie, without a flop, the nether-ftocke of the fame, fewed 
too above the knee, and onely feamed with a little Co- 
ventry blewe; fuch as in azvebus tllis our great gradfathers — 
wore, when neigbour-hood and hofpitality had banifhed 
pride out of England. Nor were thefe plaine breeches 
weaponleffe, for they had a good fower bat, with a pike in 
the end, able to laie on load inough if the hart were 
anfwerable to the weapon; and upon this ftaffe, pitcht 
downe upon the ground, Cloth-breeches ftood folemnly 
leaning as if they meant not to ftart, but to anfwere to the 
uttermoft whatfoever in that place might be objected. 
Looking upon thefe two, I might perceive, by the pride of 
the one and homely refolution of the other, that this their 
meeting would grow to fome dangerous confli¢t; and 
therefore to prevent the fatall iffue of fuch a pretended 
quarell, I ftept betweene them both, when Velvet-breeches 
ereeted Cloth-breeches with this falutation. 

Proud and infolent pefant! how dareft thou, without 
leave or low reverence, preffe into the place where I am 
come for to difporte myfelfe? Art thou not afraide thy 
high prefumption fhould fommon me to difpleafure, and fo 
force me to draw my rapier, which is never unfheathed but 
it turnes to the fcabberd with a triumph of mine enemies 
bloud? Bold bayard avant! beard mee not to my face. 
For this time I pardon thy folly, and grant thy legges 
leave to carry away thy life. 

Cloth-breeches, nothing amafed at this bravado, bending 
his {taffe as if he ment (if he were wronged) to beftow his 
benifon, with a fcornfull kind of fmiling made this fmooth 
reply. 
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Mary gippe, goodman upftart! who made your father a 
gentleman? Soft fire makes fweete mault: the curfteft 
cow hath the fhorteft hornes, and a brawling curre of all 
bites the leaft. Alas! good fir, are you fo fine that no man 
may bee your fellow? I pray you what difference is 
betweene you and mee, but in the coft and the making? 
Though you bee never fo richly daubde with golde, and 
poudred with pearle, yet you are but a cafe for the but- 
tockes, and a cover for the bafeft part of a mans body no 
more then I: the greateft preheminence is in the garnith- 
ing, and thereof you are proud; but come to the true ufe 
wee were appointed to, my honour is more then thine; for 
I belong to the old auncient yeomanry, yea and gentility, 
the fathers, and thou to a company of proud and unman- 
nerly upftarts, the fonnes. 

At this Velvet-breeches ftormd and faid: Why, thou 
beggers bratte, defcended from the reverfion of bafe 
povertie ! is thy infolency fo great to make comparifon with 
mee, whofe difference is as great as the brighteffe of the 
fonne, and the flender light of a candle? I, poore fnake! 
am fprung from the ancient Romans, borne in Italy, the 
miftreffe of the world for chivalrie, cald into England from 
my native home (where I was famous) to honour your 
country and young gentlemen heere in England with my 
countenance, where I am holden in high regarde, that I 
canne preffe into the prefence, when thou, poore foule, 
fhalt with cap and knee beg leave of the porter to enter ; 
and I fit and dine with nobility, when thou art faine to 
vaite for the reverfion of the almes bafket. I am admitted 
boldly to tel my tale, when thou art fain to fue, by means 
of fupplication, and that, and thou too, fo little regarded 
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that moft commonly it never comes to the princes hand, 
but dies imprifoned in fom obfcure pocket. Sith, then, 
there is fo much difference between our eftates, ceafe to 
urge my patience with thy infolent prefumption. 
Cloth-breeches, as breefe as he was proud, {wore by the 
pike of his ftaffe that his choplogicke was not worth a 
pinne, and that he would turne his owne weapon into his 
bofome, thus: Why, f4gzor Gloriofo, (quoth he) though I 
have not fuch glofing phrafe to trick out my fpeeches 
withall as you, I will come over your fallowes with this 
bad rethoricke. I pray you, Mounfier Malapert, are you 
therefore my fuperiour, becaufe you are taken up with gen- 
tlemen, and I with the yeomanry ? Doth true vertue con- 
fift in riches, or humanity in welth? Is an ancient honor 
tied to an outward brauery, or not rather true nobility, 
a minde excellently qualified with rare vertues? I will 
teach thee a leffon worth the hearing, proude princoks, 
how gentility firft fprung up: I will not forget the old 
wives logick, when Adam delvd and Eve fpan, who was 
then the gentleman? but I tell thee attemihesemena) 
flood that there was no more men upon the earth but Noe 
and his three fonnes, and that Cham had wickedly difco- 
vered his fathers fecrets, then grew the divifion of eftates 
thus: The church was figured in Sem, gentility in Japheth, 
and labour and drudgerie in Cham. Sem being chaft and 
holy, Japheth learned and valiant, Cham churlifh and fer- 
vile; yet did not the curfe extend fo farre upon Cham, nor 
the bleffing upon Japheth, but if the one altered his nature, 
and became either indued with learning or valour, hee 
might bee a gentleman, or if the other degenerated from 
his auntient vertues, hee might bee held a pefant : where- 
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upon Noe inferred that gentility grew not onely by propa- 
gation of nature, but by perfeCtion of quality. Then is 
your worfhip wide that boaft of your worth for your golde 
and pearle, fith Cucullus non facit monachum, nor a velvet 
flop make a floven a gentleman. And whereas thou faieft 
thou wert borne in Italy and caled hether by our cour- 
tiers, him may we curfe that brought thee firft into Eng- 
lande; for thou cameft not alone, but accompanied with 
multitude of abhominable vices, hanging on thy bumbaft 
nothing but infectious abufes and vaine glory, selfe love, 
fodomie and ftrange poifonings, wherewith thou haft in- 
fected this glorious Iland: yea, infolent bragert, thou haft 
defiled thine own neaft, and fatal was the day of thy 
birth ; for fince the time of thy hatching in Italy, as then 
famous for chivalrey and learning, the imperiall ftate 
through thy pride hath decayed, and thou haft, like the 
younge pellican, peckt at thy mothers breft with thy pre- 
fumption, caufing them to lofe that their forefathers with 
true honour conquéred : fo haft thou beene the ruine of the 
Romane Empire, and now fatally art thou come into 
Englande to attempte heere the like fubverfion. Whereas 
thou dooft boaft that I am little regarded where thou art 
highly accounted of, and haft fufferaunce to preffe into the 
prefence, when I am for my fimpleneffe fhut out of dore, I 
grant thy alligation in part, but not in whole; for men of 
high wifdome and honour meafure not men by the outward 
fhewe of bravery, but by the inward worth and honetty ; 
and fo though I am difdained of a few overweening fooles, 
I am valued as well as thy felfe with the wife. In that 
thou faieft thou canft {peake, when I fue by fupplication, I 
erant it, but the tale thou telft is the ruine of the poore ; 
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for comming into high favour with an impudent face, what 
farme is there expired, whofe leafe thou dooeft not begge ? 
what forfeite of penall ftatutes? what confealed landes 
canne overflip thee? Yea, rather then thy bravery fhould. 
faile, begge powling pence for the fmooke that comes out 
of poore mens chemnies, Shameft thou not, outlandifh 
upftart, to heare me difcourfe thy imperfections ? Get thee 
home againe into the owne country, and let mee, as I was 
wont, live famous in my native home in England, where I 
was borne and bred ; yea, and bearded Cefar, thy country- 
nan, till hee compaft the conqueft by treafon. 

The right and title in this country, bafe brat (qd Velvet- 
breeches) now authority favours me, I am admitted vice- 
roy, and I will make thee do me homage, and confeffe that 
thou holdft thy beeing and refidence in my land from the 
eratious favour of my fufferance :—and with that hee laid 
hold on the hilts of his rapier, and Cloth-breeches betooke 
him to his ftaff, when I, ftepping betwixt them, parted 
them thus: Why what meane ye? Wiil ye decide your 
controverfie by blowes, when you may debate it by rea- 
fon? This is a land of peace, governed by true jufticiaries 
and honorable magiftrats, where you fhall have equitie 
without parcialitie; and therefore liften to me and difcuffe 
the matter by lawe. Your quarell is, whether of you are 
moft antient and moft worthy: you, fir, boaft of your 
country and parentage; he of his native birth in England: 
you claime all; he would have but his owne; both plead 
an abfolute title of refidence in this country: then, muft 
the courfe betweene you bee trefpaffe or diffeifon of franke 
tenement. You, Velvet-breeches, in that you claime the 
firft title, fhall be plaintiffe, and plead a trefpaffe of diffeifon 
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doone you by Cloth-breeches: fo fhall it be brought toa 
jurye, and tried by a verdié& of twelve or four and twenty. 

Tufh! tufh! quoth Velvet-breeches, I neither like to 
bee plaintiffe, nor yet allow of the jury, for they may be 
partiall, and fo condemne mee in my owne aétion ‘fOmthe 
country fwaines cannot value of my worth, nor can mine 
honors come within the compaffe of their bafe wits. Becaufe 
I am a ftranger in this land, and but heere latly arived, 
they will hold me as an upftart, and fo lightly efteeme of 
my worthineffe ; and for my adverfary is their countriman 
and leffe chargeable, hee fhall have the lawe mitigated, ifa 
jury of hinds or pefaunts fhould bee impanelled. If auncient 
gentlemen, yeomen or plaine minifters fhould bee of the 
queft, I were fure to lofe the day, becaufe they loath mee, 
in that I have perfwaded fo many landlordes, for the main- 
tenance of my bravery, to raife their rents. You feeke a 
knot in a ruth (qd I): you neede not doubt of that, for 
whome you diftruft and thinke not indifferent, him upon a 
caufe manifefted, challenge from your jury. If your lawe 
allowe fuch large favour (quoth Velvet-breeches) I am con- 
tent my title bee tried by a jury; and therefore let mine 
adverfary plead mee Nu tort nul diffeifon. Cloth-breeches 
was content with this, and fo they both agreed I fhould be 
judge and juror in this controverfie: whereupon I wifht 
them to fay for themfelves what they could, that I might 
difcourfe to the jury what reafons they alledged of their 
titles. 

Then Velvet-breeches began thus. I cannot but ereeve 
that I fhould bee thus outfacft with a carters weede, onely 
fit for husbandry, feeing I am the originall of all honorable 
endevours. To what end dooth youth beftow their witts on 
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lawe, phifick or theologie, were it not the end they aime at 
is the wearing of me and wining of preferment. Honor no- 
rifheth art, and for the regarde of dignity doo learned men 
(trive to exceede in their faculty. 


Impiger extremos currit Mercator ad Indos, 
Per mare, per faxa, &e. 


What drives the marchants to feeke foren martes, to venter 
their goods and hazard their lives? Not, if ftill the end of 
their travell were a paire of Cloth-breeches: no; velvet, 
coftly attire, curious and quaint apparell is the fpur that 
prickes them forward to attempt fuch daunger. Doth not 
the Souldiors fight to bee brave, the Lawyer ftudy to 
countenance himfelf with coft; the artificer takes paines 
only for my fake, that, wearing mee, he may brag it amongift 
the beft : what credit carries he now adayes, that goes pind 
up in a cloth-breech? who will keepe him company that 
thinkes well of himfelfe, unleffe hee ufe the fimple flave to 
make cleane his fhoone. The worlde is chaungde and men 
are growen to more witte, and their mindes to afpire after 
more honorable thoughts: they were dunces zz dzebus 
ellis ;: they had not the true ufe of gentility, and therefore 
they lived meanely and died obfcurely ; but now mennes 
capacities are refined: time hath fet a newe edge on gen- 
tlemens humors, and they fhew them as they fhould be, 
not like gluttons, as their fathers did, in chines of beefe 
and almes to the poore, but in velvets, fattins, cloth of 
gold, pearle, yea, pearle lace, which fcarfe Caligula wore on 
his birth day. And to this honorable humor have I 
brought thefe gentlemen fince I came from Italy. What 
is the end of fervice to a man, but to countenance himfelfe 
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and credite his maifter with brave fuites? The {curvy tap- 
{ters and oftlers /er populi fill pots and rubbe horfehceles 
to prancke themfelves with my glory. Alas! were it not 
to weare me, why would fo many apply themfelves to ex- 
traordinary idleneffe? Befide, I make fooles be reverenft, 
and thought wife amongft the common fort. I am a fevere 
fenfor to fuch as offend the law, provided there be a 
penalty annexed that may bringe in fome profit: yea, by 
me the chiefeft part of the realme is governed ; and there- 
fore I refer my title to the verdict of any mens judgement. 

To this mildly Cloth-breeches anfwered thus:—As I 
have had alwaies that honeft humor in mee to meafure all 
eftates by their vertues, not by their apparell, fo did I 
never grudge at the bravery of any whom birth, time, 
place, or dignitie made worthie of fuch coftly ornaments ; 
but if by the favour of their prince and their owne defarts 
they merited them, I helde [it] both lawfull and commend- 
able to anfwere their degrees in apparell, correfpondent unto 
their dignities. I am not fo precife dire@ly to inveigh 
again{ft the ufe of velvet, either in breeches or in other 
futes, nor will I have men goe, like John Baptift, in coates 
of camels hair. Let princes have their diademes, and 
Czefar what is due to Cefar: let noblemen goe as their 
birth requires, and gentlemen as they are borne or beare 
office. I fpeake in mine owne defence, for the auncient 
gentilitie and yeomandrie of Englande, and inveigh againft 
none but fuch malapart upftarts as raifed up from the 
plough or advanced for their Italian devifes, or for their 
witleffe wealth, covet in bravery to match, nay, to exceede 
the greateft noblemen in this land. But leaving this di- 
greffion, mounfier Velvet-breeches, againe to the particulers 


22 A quip for an upstart Courtier. 


of your fond allegation. Whereas you affirme your felfe to 
be both original and final end of learning: alas! proud 
princox, you preach a bowe to hie: did all the philofophers 
beat their braines, and bufie their wits to wear velvet 
breeches? Why, both at that time thou wert unknowne, 
yea unborne, and all exceffe in apparell had in high con- 
tempt ; and now in thefe daies all men of worth are taught 
by reading that exceffe is a great fin, that pride is the firft 
{tep to the downefall of fhame. They ftudy, with Tully, 
that they may feeme borne for their countryes as well as 
for themfelves: the Divine to preach the Gofpell; the 
Lawyer to reforme wronges and maintaine juftice; the 
Phifition to difcover the fecretes of Gods woonders by 
working {trange cures: to bee breefe, the end of all beeing 
is to knowe God, and not, as your worfhip, good maifter 
Velvet-breeches, wrefts, to creepe into acquaintance. 

I will not denie but there bee as fantafticall fooles as 
your felfe, that perhapes are puft up with fuch prefuming 
thoughts, and ambitioufly aime to trick themfelves in your 
worfhips mafking futes; but while fuch climbe for great 
honours, they often fall to great fhames. It may bee 
thereupon you bring in Honor alit artes ; but I geffe your 
maifterfhip never tried what true honour meant, that truffe 
it uppe within the compaffe of a paire of velvet-breeches, 
and place it in the arrogancy of the hart. No, no: fay 
honor is idolatry, for they make fooles of themfelves, and 
idols of their carcafes: but he that valueth honor fo, fhall 
read a lecture out of Apuleius Golden Affe to learne him 
more wit. But now, fir, by your leave, a blowe with your 
next argument; which is; that marchantseazarcmers 
goods and lives to be acquainted with your maifterfhip. 
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Indeed, you are awry; for wife men frequent marts from 
profit, not for pride, unleffe it be fome that, by wearing of 
velvet breeches and apparell too high for their calling, have 
prooved banckerouts in their youth, and have beene clad 
in their age to defire my acquaintance, and to truffle up 
their tailes in home fpun ruffet. Whereas thou dott object 
the valour of hardy foldiers to grow for the defire of brave 
apparell: tis falfe, and I knowe, if any were prefent, they 
would prove upon thy bones that thou wert a lier. For 
their countries good, their princes fervice, the defenfe of 
their friends, the hope of favour is the finall ende of their 
refolutions ; efteeming not only them, but the worlds glory, 
fickle, tranfitory and inconftant. 

Shall I fetch from thine own country weapons to wound 
thy felfe withall ? What faieft thou to Cincinnatus? Was 
not he called to be Dittator from the plough, and after 
many victories, what did he jet up and downe the court in 
coftly garments and velvet breeches? No; he defpifed dig- 
nitie, contemned vaine glory and pride, and returned 
agayne to his quiet contented life in the country. How 
much did Caius Fabritius value their [them] ? Numa Pom- 
pilius, Scevola, Scipio, Epaminondas, Ariftides ? they held 
themfelves wormes meate, and counted pride vanity; and 
yet thou art not afhamed to fay thou art the ende of fol- 
diours worthy honor. I tell the, fawcy fkipjack, it was a 
good and a bleffed time heer in England when K. Stephen 
wore a pair of cloth breeches of a noble a paire, and 
thought them paffing coftly: then did he count Weft- 
minfter Hal but to little to be his dining chamber, and his 
almes was not bare bones in ftead of broken meat, but 
lufty chines of beefe fel into the poore mans bafket, Then 
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charitie florifhed in the Court, and young courtiers {trove 
to exceede one an other in vertue, not in braverie: they 
rode not with fans to ward their faces from the wind, but 
with burgants to refift the {troke of a battleaxe: they could 
then better exhort a foldior to armor, then court a lady 
with amorets: they caufed the trumpette to found them 
pointes of warre, not poets to write them wanton eligies of 
love: they fought after honourable fame, but hunted not 
after fading honor: which diftinction, by the way, take 
thus. There bee fome that feeke honor, and fome are 
fought after by honor: fuch upftarts as fetch their pedigree 
from their fathers auncient leather apron, and creep into 
the Court with great humility, redy at the firft Ba/ciare li 
pledi di la voftra fignioria, having gotten the countenance 
of fome nobleman, will {trait be a kindred to Cadwaller, 
and fweare his great grand mother was one of the Bur- 
geffes of the Parliament Houfe, will at laft fteale by de- 
grees into fome credite by their double diligence, and then 
winde fome woorfhipfull place as far as a hungry fow can 
{mell a fir reverence, and then with their friends feeke, day 
and night, with coyne and countinance til they have got 
it. Others there be whome honor it felfe feekes, and fuch 
bee they whome vertue doth frame fit for that purpofe, 
that rifing up by high defarts, as learning or valour, merite 
more then eyther they looke for, or their prince hath anye 
eafe conveniently to beftowe on them. Such honor feekes, 
and they with a blufhing confcience entertain him, be they 
never fo high in favour: yet they beg no office, as the 
fhameleffe upftart doth, that hath a hungry eie to fpie out, 
an impudent face to fue, and a flattering toong to intreat 
for fome void place of worfhip, which little belonged to 
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them, if the prince intended to beftow offices for vertue 
not favour. . Other, M. Velvet-breeches, there be of your 
crue, that pinch their bellies to polith their backs, that 
that keepe their mawes emptie to fill their purffes, that 
have no fhewe of gentility but a velvet flop, who by poul- 
ing, or felling of land that their fathers lefte, will beftowe 
all to buy an office about the Court that they may be 
worfhipfull, extorting from the poore to raife uppe their 
money that the bafe deceiving companions have laid out 
to have an office of fome countenance and credite, wherein 
they may have of mee, better then themfelves, be tearmed 
by the name of worfhip. The laft whome vertue pleadeth 
for, and neither {filver, gold, frendes nor favour advanceth, 
be men of great worth, fuch as are thought of worfhip, and 
unwillingly entertaine her, rather vouchfafing profered ho- 
nor for their countries caufe, then for any proud opinion of 
hoped preferment. 

Bleffed are fuch landes whofe officers are fo placed, and 
where the prince promoteth, not for coine or countenance, 
but for his worthy deferving vertues. But leaving this by 
talke, me thought I heard you fay, Signior Velvet-breeches, 
that you were the father of mechanicall ates, and handi- 
craftes were found out to fofter your bravery. In faith, 
goodman Gofecape, you that are come from the {tartups, 
and therfore is called an upftart, guafi {tart up from 
clowted fhoone, your lips hunge in your light when you 
brought forth this logicke; for, I hope, there is none fo 
fimple, but knowes that handicraftes and occupations grew 
for neceffity, not pride ; that mens inventions waxed fharpe 
to profite the common wealth, not to prancke up them- 
felves in bravery. I pray you, when Tubalcane invented 
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tempring of mettals, had he velvet breeches to weare? In 
fadneffe where was your woorfhip when his brother found 
out the accordes and difcordes of muficke hidden in hell, 
and not yet thought on by the Devill, to caft forth asa 
baite to bring many proud fooles to ruine ? 

Indeed, I cannot denie but your worfhip hath brought in 
deceipt as a journeyman into all companies, and made that 
a fubtil craft, which, while it was holden in efteeme, was but 
a fimple mifterie : now every trade hath his fleightes, to 
flubber up his worke to the eie, and to make it good to the 
sale, howfoever it prooves in the wearinge. The fhoo- 
maker cares not if his fhooes hold the drawing on: the 
tailor fowes with hot needle and burntethred. Tufhe! pride 
hath banifht confcience, and velvet-breeches honeftie, and 
every fervile drudge muft ruffle in his filkes, or elfe he is 
not futeable. 

The world was not fo a principio, for when velvet was 
worne but in kinges caps, then confcience was not a brome 
man in Kent ftreat, but a courtier; then the farmer was 
content his fonne fhould hold the plough, and live as he 
had done before: beggars then feared to afpire, and the 
higher fortes fcorned to envie. Now every lowt muft have 
his fenne a courtnoll, and thofe dunghill drudges waxe fo 
proud, that they wil prefume to wear on their feet what 
kings have worne on their heades. A clownes fonne muft 
be clapt in a velvet pantofle, and a velvet breech, though 
the prefumptuous affe be drownd in the Mercers booke, 
and make a convey of all his lands to the ufurer for com- 
modities: yea, the fop muft goe like a gallant for a while, 
although at laft in his age hee begge. But, indeede, fuch 
young youths, when the broker hath bleft them with fainte 


Needams croffe, fall then to privy liftes and cofenages, and 
when their credit is utterly crackt, they practife fome bad 
fhift, and fo come to a shamefull ende. 

Laftly, whereas thou faift, thou art a fevere fenfour to 
punish fins, as auftere as Cato to correét vice, of truth I 
hold thee fo in penal ftatutes, when thou haft begged the 
forfeite of the prince: but fuch correétion is open extortion 
and oppreffion of the poore; nor can I compare it better, 
M. Velvet-breech, then to the wolfe chaftifing the lambe 
for difturbing their fountaine, or the Devill cafting out 
Devilles through the power of Belfebub. And thus much, 
curteous fir, I have faid to difplay the follies of mine ad- 
verfary, and to shewe the right of mine owne intereft. 

Why, then, quoth I, if you have both faide, it refteth but 
that wee hadde fome to empanell upon a jury, and then, 
no doubt, but the verdiét would foone bee given on 
one fide. 

As thus I was talking to them, I might fee comming 
downe the hill a brave dapper Dicke, quaintly attired in 
velvet and fattin, and a cloake of cloth rath, with a cam- 
bricke ruffe, as {moothly fet, and he as neatly fpunged, as 
if he had been a bridgrome; only I geft by his pace a 
farre off he fhould be a tailor, his head was holden uppe fo 
pert, and his legges {hackle hamd, as if his knees had been 
laced to his thighes with points. Comming more neere, 
indeed, I {pied a tailors morice pike on his breft, a Spanith 
needle, and then I fitted my falutations, not to his futes, 
but to his trade, and incountred him by a thread bare 
courtefie, as if I had not knowne him, and afked him of what 
occupation he was? A taylor, quoth he. Marry then, my 
freend, quoth I, you are the more welcome, for heere is a 
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greate quarrell growne betwixt Velvet-breeches and Cloth- 
breeches for their prerogative in England: the matter is 
growne to an iffue; ther muft a jury be empannelled, and 
I would defire and intreat you to be one of the quetft. 

Not fo, quoth Cloth-breeches: I challenge him. And 
why? quoth I. What reafon have you? doth he not make 
them both? Yes, quoth hee, but his gaines is not alike. 
Alas! by me he getteth fmall: onelye hee is paid for his 
workemanfhip, unleffe by misfortune his fhieres flipp awry, 
and then his vailes is but a shred of home-fpunne cloth; 
whereas in makinge of velvet breeches, where there is re- 
quired filcke lace, cloth of golde, of filver, and fuch coftly 
{tuffe, to welte, garde, whipp-ftitch, edge, face and draw 
out, that the vales of one velvet breeche is more then 
twenty payre of mine. I hope there is no taylor fo precife, 
but he can play the cooke and licke his owne fingers: 
though he looke up to heaven, yet hee can caft large shreds 
of fuch rich ftuffe into hell under his shop-boord. Befides, 
hee fettes downe, like the Clarke of the Checke, a large bill 
of reckoninges, which for he keepes longe in hys pocket, 
he fo powders for ftinking, that the yoong upftart, that 
needes it, feels it falt in his ftomack a month after. Be- 
fide, fir, Velvet-breeches hath advanft him; for whereas in 
my time he was counted but goodman Taylor, now hee is 
erowne, fince velvet-breeches came in, to be called a mar- 
chant, or Gentleman Marchant Taylor, gevinge armes and 
the holy Lamb in his creaft, where before hee had no other 
cognifance but a plaine Spanish needle, with a Welfch 
Cricket on the top. Sith, then, his gaine is fo greate, and 
his honour fo advaunft by Velvet-breeches, I will not truft 
his confcience, nor shall he come uppon my jury. 
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Indeed, you have fome reafon, quoth I ; but perhaps the 
tailor doth this upon meer devotion to punish pride, and, 
having no other authority nor meane, thinkes it beft to 
‘pinche them by the purfe, and make them pay well, as to 
afke twife fo much filke lace, and other ftuffe as would 
fuffice, and yet to over reach my yong maifter with a 
biil of reckoning that will make him fcratche where it 
itcheth not. Heerein I hold the taylor fora neceffary mem- 
ber to teach yoonge novices the way to weeping croffe, 
that when they have wafted what their fathers lefte them 
by pride, they may grow fparing and humble by inforced 
povertye ; and by this reafon the tailor plaies Gods part : 
he exalteth the poore and pulleth downe the proud; for of 
a wealthy efquiers fonne hee makes a threedbare begger ; 
and a {cornefull tailor hee lifts up an upftart fcurvy gentle- 
man. Yet, feeing you have made a reafonable challenge to 
him, the tailor fhall bee none of the quett. 

As I bad him ftand by, there was comming alongft the 
valley towardes us a fquare fet fellow, well fed, and as 
brifkly apparelled in a black taffata dublet and fpruice 
leather jerkin, with chriftall buttons, a cloake facft a fore 
with velvet, and a Coventry cap of the fineft wool ; his face 
fomthing ruby blufh, cherry-cheeked, like a fhreed of 
{carlet, or a little darker like the lees of old claret wine: a 
nofe autem nofe, purpled precioufly with pearle and ftone, 
like a counterfeit worke ; and betweene the filthy reumicaft 
of his bloudfhotten fnowt there appeared fmale holes, 
whereat wormes heads peeped, as if they meant by their 
appearance to preach, and fhewe the antienty and antiquity 
of his houfe. 


This fiery facft churle had upon his fingers as many gold 
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rings as would furnifh a goldfmiths fhop, or befeeme a 
pandor of long profeffion to weare. Wondring what com- 
panion this fhould bee, I inquired of what occupation he 
was? Marry, fir, quoth hee, a broker: why do you afke? — 
have you any pawnes at my houfe? No, quoth I, nor, by 
the helpe of God, never will have; but the reafon is to 
have you upon a jury. At this word, before I could enter 
my difcourfe unto him, Velvet-breeches ftart up, and fwore 
hee fhould be none of the queft: he would challenge him. 
And why? quoth I: what know you by him? This bafe 
churle is one of the moaths of the common wealth : hee is 
the fpoile of young gentlemen, a blood fucker of the poore, 
as thirfty as a horfe leach, that will never leave drinking 
while he burft; a knave that hath intreft in the leafes of 
forty baudy houfes, a receiver for lifts, and a difhonorable 
fupporter of cutpurfes: to conclude, hee was gotten by an 
Incubus, a he Divell, and brought forth by an overworne 
refufe, that had fpent her youth under the ruines of Bow- 
bies Barne. 

O monftrous invective! quoth I. What reafon have you 
to bee thus bitter againft him? Oh! the villaine, quoth 
hee, is the Divells factor, fent from Hell to torment young 
gentlemen upon earth: he hath fetcht me over in his time, 
onely in pawnes, in ten thoufand pound in gold. Suppofe, 
as gentlemen, through their liberall mindes may want that 
I need, money, let mee come to him with a pawne worth 
ten pound, hee will not lend upon it above three pound, and 
he will have a bill of faile, and twelve penfe in the pound 
every month; fo that it comes to fixteen pence, fith the 
bill muft be monthly renued, and if you breake but your 
day, fet down in the bill of faile, your pawne is loft, as full 
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bought and fold, you turnd out of your goods, and he an 
uncon{cionable gainer. Suppofe the beft: you keepe your 
day, yet paying fixteen pence a month for twenty fhillings, 
you pay as good for the lone as fower fcore in the hun- 
dred. Is not this monftrous exacting upon gentlemen ? 
Befide, the knave will be diligently attending and waiting 
at dicing houfes, where wee may be at play, and there hee 
is ready to lend the loofer money uppon ringes and chaines, 
apparell or any other good pawne ; but the poore gentleman 
payes fo deere for the lavender it is laid up in, that if it lie 
long at a brokers houfe, hee feemes to buy his apparell 
twife: nay, this worme eaten wretch hath deeper pitfalls 
yet to intrap youth in; for hee beeing acquainted with a 
young gentleman of faire living, in iffue of good parents or 
affured poffibility, fooths him in his monftrous expenfes, 
and faies he carries the mind of a gentleman, promifing if 
hee want, hee shall not lack for a hundred pounds or two, 
if the gentleman need: then hath my broker an ufurer at 
hand, as ill as himfelf, and hee brings the money; but 
they tie the poore foule in fuch Darbies bandes, what with 
receiving ill commodities and forfeitures uppon the bonde, 
that they dub him Sir John Hadlande before they leave 
him, and share like wolves the poore novices wealth 
betwixt them as a pray. Hee is (fir), to bee breefe, a 
bowfie, bawdy mifer, good for none but himfelfe and his 
trug ; a carle that hath a filthy carcaffe without a confcience, 
a body of a man wherein an infernall fpirit, in fteed of a 
foule, dooth inhabit, the fcum of the feven deadly fins, an 
enemy to all good mindes, a devourer of young gentlemen, 
and, to conclude, my mortall enemy ; and therefore admit 
of my challenge, and let him be none of the jury. 
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Truly (qd Cloth-breeches), and I am willing he should 
be difcarded too, for were not bad brokers (I will not con- 
demne all) there would bee leffe filching and fewer thieves ; 
for they receive all is brought them, and buy that for a 
crowne that is worth twenty shillings: defire of gaine 
blindes their confcience, and they care nor how it bee come 
by, fo they buy it cheape. Befide, they extort upon the 
poore that are inforced through extreame want to pawne 
their cloathes and houfeholde ftuffe, their pewter and 
braffe ; and if the poore foules that labour hard miffe but 
a day, the bafe minded broker takes the forfeite without 
remorfe or pitty. It was not fo zz adzebus tllis, but thou, 
proud upftart Velvet-breeches, has learnd all Englishmen 
their villany, and all to mainetaine thy bravery: yea, I 
have knowne of late, when a poore woman laid a filver 
thimble, that was fent her from her friends for a token, to 
pawn for fix pence, and the broker made her pay a half- 
peny a weeke for it, which comes to two shillings a yere, 
for fix pence. Sith, then, hys confcience is fo bad, let him 
be shuffled out amongft the knaves for a difcarding card. 

Content, qd I, and bad the broker ftand backe; when 
there were even at my heeles threesingapelultersper: 
youthes all, and neatly tired. I queftioned them what they 
were, and the one fayd hee was a barber, the other a sur- 
geon, and the third an apoticary—How like you of thefe 
(qd I), shall they be of your jury? Of the jury? quoth 
Cloth-breeches : never one by my confent, for I challenge 
them all. Your reafon, qd I, and then you shall have my 
verdict. 

Marry (qd Cloth-breeches), firft for the barber: he can- 
not be but a partiall man on Velvet-breeches fide, fith he 
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gets more by one time dreffinge of him, than by ten times 
dreffing of me. I come plaine to be polde, and to have my 
beard cut, and pay him two pence: Velvet-breeches, he 
fittes downe in a chaire wrapt in fine cloathes, as though 
the barber were about to make him a footcloth for the 
Vicar of Saint Fooles: then begins he to take his fiffars in 
his hand and his combe, and fo to {nap with them as if he 
meant to give a warning to all the lice in his nittye lockes 
for to prepare themfelves, for the day of their deftruction 
was at hande: then, comes he out with his fuftian elo- 
quence, and, making a low conge, faith, “ Sir, will you have 
your wor. haire cut after the Italian maner, fhorte and 
round, and then frounft with the curling yrons to make it 
looke like a halfe moone in a mift? or like a Spanyard, 
long at the eares, and curled like the two endes of an olde 
caft perriwig? or will you bee Frenchified with a love 
locke downe to your fhoulders, wherein you may weare 
your miftreffe favour? The Englith cut is bafe, and centle- 
men fcorne it: noveltye is daintye. Speake the woord, 
fir, my fiffars are ready to execute your worships wil.” 
His head being once dreft, which requires in combing and 
rubbing fome two howers, hee comes to the bafon: then, 
being curioufly wafhed with no woorfe than a camphere 
bal, he defcends as low as his berd, and afketh whether he 
pleafe to be fhaven or no? whether he will have his peak 
cut fhort and fharpe, amiable like an zxamorato, or broad 
pendant like a fpade, to be terrible like a warrior, and a 
foldado? whether he wil have his crates cut low like a ju- 
niper bufh, or his fuberches taken away with a rafor ? if it 
be his pleasure to have his appendices primd, or his muf- 
tachios foftered to turn about his eares like the branches 
F 
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of a vine, or cut down to the lip with the Italian lath, to 
make him loke like a halfe faced bauby in bras? Thefe 
quaint tearmes, Barber, you greet maifter Velvet-breeches 
withall, and at every word or fnap with your fiffars, and a | 
cring with your knee; whereas when you come to poore 
Cloth-breeches you either cut his beard at your owne 
pleafure, or elfe, in difdaine, afke him, if he will be trimd 
with Chrifts cut, round like the halfe of a Holland cheefe, 
mocking both Chrift and us: for this your knaverie my 
wil is you fhall be none of the jury. 

For you, maifter Surgion, the ftatutes of England ex- 
empts you from being of any queft; and befide, alas! I 
feldome fall into your hands, as being quiet and making 
no brawls to have wounds, as fwartrutting Velvet-breeches 
dooth; neither doe I frequent whore-houfes to catch the 
marbles, and foe to grow your patient. J knowe you not, 
and therefore I appeale to the ftatute: you shall have no- 
thing to doe with my matter. And for you, M. Apoti- 
carie, alas! I looke not once in feven yeare into your fhop, 
without it be to buy a peniworth of wormefeed to give my 
child to drinke, or a little triacle to drive out the measels, 
or perhaps fome dregs and powders to make my ficke 
horffe a drench withall; but for my felfe, if I be il at eafe, 
I take kitchin phificke, and make my wife my doctor, or 
my garden my apoticaries fhop; whereas queafie maifter 
Velvet-breeches cannot have a fart awrye, but he muft 
have his purgations, pils and glifters, or evacuate by elec- 
tuaries: he mutt, if the left fpot of morphue come on his 
face, have his oyle of tartar, his Lac Virgznzs, his camphire 
diffolved in verjuice, to make the foole as faire, forfooth, as 
if he were to play Maid-marian in a May game or Moris- 
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daunce. Tuth! he cannot difgeft his meale without fuckats, 
nor (fhall I {peake plainely! pleafe the trug, his miftres, 
without he goe to the Apothecaries for Eringion, Oleum 
Jormicarum alatarum, and agua mirabilis of ten pound a 
pint.—If maft Velvet-breeches with drinking thefe drugs 
hap to have a ftinking breath, then, forfooth, the Apoti- 
carie muft play the perfumer to make it fweet : nay, what 
is it about him that he blameth not nature for framing, 
and formeth it a new by art; and in all this who but 
mounfier the Apoticary ? Therefore, good fir (quoth he) 
feeing you have taken upon you to be trior for the chal- 
lenges, let thofe three, as partial companions, be packing. 
Why (qd I), feeing you have yielded fuch reafon of re- 
fufall, let them ftand by. Prefently, looking about for 
more, comes ftalking downe an aged grand fir in a blacke 
velvet coat and a blacke cloath gowne welted and faced, 
and after him, as I fuppofed, foure ferving men, the moft il 
favoured knaves, me thought, that ever I fawe: one of 
them had a buffe leather jerkin, all greafie before with the 
droppings of beere that fell from his beard, and by his fide 
a fkeine like a brewers long knife ; and muffled he was ina 
a cloake turnd over his nofe, as though he had beene 
afhamed to fhewe his face. The fecond had a belly like a 
buckingtub,and a threed bare blacke coat unbottoned before 
upon the breft, whereon the map of drunkenneffe was 
drawne with the bawdy and bowfie excrements that dropt 
from his filthy leaking mouth. The third was a long 
leane old flavering flangrell, with a brafell ftaffe in the one 
hand, and a whipcord in the other, fo pourblind that hee 
had like to have {tumbled upon the company before he faw 
them. The fourth was a fat chuffe, with a fower looke, in 


36 A quip for an upstart Courter. 


a blacke cloke faced with taffata, and by his fide a great 
fide pouch like a faulkner: for their faces, all foure feemed 
to be bretheren: they were fo bumbafted with the flockes 
of {trong beere, and lined with the lees of old facke, that — 
they looked like foure blowne bladders painted over with 
redde oaker, and wafht over with the fuds of an old ftale 
dye. All thefe, as well the maifter as the following mates, 
would have past away, but that I ftept before them and 
inquired firft of the formoft, what he was? Mary, qd he, a 
Lawier. Then, fir, qd I, we have a matter in controverfie 
that requireth counfaile, and you are the more welcome. 
What is it? qd he. Mary, faid I, whether Cloth-breeches 
or Velvet-breeches are of more worth, and which of them 
hath the beft title to bee refident in England? At this the 
Lawier {mild, and Velvet-breeches, ftepping forth, tooke 
acquaintance of him, and commending his honeftye, faid 
there could not be a man of better indifferency of the 
jury ; when Cloth-breeches, {tepping in, {wore hee marvelled 
he was not, as well as the Surgeon, exempted by aét of Par- 
liament from being of any queft, fith, as the Surgion was 
without pitty, fo he was without confcience; and thereupon 
infered his challenge, faieng the Lawyer was never frend to 
Cloth-breeches, for when lowlineffe, neighbourhood and 
hofpitality lived in England, Weftminfter hall was a dining 
chamber, not a den of controverfies ; when the king himfelfe 
was content to keepe his S. Georges day in a plaine paire 
of kerfie hofe ; when the duke, earle, lord, knight, gentle- 
man and efquire aimed at vertue, not at pride, and wore 
fuch breeches as was fpun in his houfe: then the lawier was 
a fimple man, and in the higheft degree was but a bare 
{crivener, except Judges of the land, which tooke in hand 
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ferious matters, as treafons, murthers, felonies and fuch 
capitall offences ; but fildome was there any pleas put in 
before that proud upftart Velvet-breeches, for his mainte- 
naunce, invented ftrange controverfies, and fince hee began 
to domineer in England hee hath bufd fuch a proud bufie 
covetous and incroching humor into every mans head, that 
lawiers are grown to bee one of the cheefe lims of the 
commonwealth ; for they doo nowe adaies de lana caprina 
taxare, go to law if a hen do but fcrape in his orchard ; but 
howfoever right bee, might carries awaie the verdict. Ifa 
poore man fue a gentleman, why he fhootes up to the {fkie, 
and the arrow falls on his owne head: howfoever the caufe 
go, the weakeft is thruft to the wall. Lawiers are troubled 
with the heate of the liver, which makes the palms of their 
hands fo hot, that they cannot be coold unleffe they be 
rubd with the oyle of angels ; but the poore man, that gives 
but his bare fee, or perhaps pleads zz forma pauperis, he 
hunteth for hares with a taber, and gropeth in the darke to 
find a needle in a bottle of hay. Tufh! thefe lawiers have 
fuch dilatory and foren pleas, fuch dormers, fuch quibs and 
quidits, that, beggering their clyents, they purchafe to 
themfelves whole lordfhips. It booteth not men to dif- 
courfe of their little confcience, and great extortion, only 
fuffice they bee not fo rich as they bee bad, and yet they 
bee but too wealthy. I inveigh not againft law nor honeft 
lawiers, for there be fome well qualified, but againft ex- 
torting ambodexters, that wring the poore; and becaufe I 
know not whether this bee fuch a one or no, I challeng him 
not to bee of my jury. 

Why then, quod I, his worfhip may depart; and then I 
queftioned what he in the buff jerkin was? Mary, qd he, I 
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am a ferjeant: hee had no fooner faid fo but Velvet- 
breeches leapt back, and drawing his rapier, {wore he did 
not only challenge him for his jury, but alfo protefted, if 
he ftirred one foot towards him, hee would make him eate 
a peece of his poinard. And what is the reafon, qd I, that 
there is fuch mortall hatred betwixt you and the ferjeant ? 
Oh fir, qd Velvet-breeches, fearch him and [ warrant you 
& the knave hath precept upon precept to arreft me, hath 
worne his mace fmooth with onely clapping it upon my 
fhoulder, hee hath had me under coram fo often. Oh! that 
reprobate is the ufurers executioner, to bring fuch gentle- 
men to limbo as he hath overthrowne with his bafe bro- 
cage, and bad commodities; and as you fee him a fat 
knave with a foggie face, wherein a cup of old fack hath fet 
a feale to make the bowfie drunkard to dye of the dropfy, 
fo his confcience is confumed, and his hart robd of al re- 
morfe and pity, that for mony he wil betray his own father : 
for wil a cormorant but fee him to arreft a yong gentleman, 
the rakehel wil be fo eager to catch him, as a dog to take 
a beare by the eares in Parifh-garden; and when he hath 
laid hold upon him, he ufeth him as curteoufly as a butchers 
cur would do an oxe cheeke, when hee is hungry: if he fee 
the gentleman hath mony in his purffe, then ftraight with 
a cap and knee he carries him to the taverne, and bids him 
fend for fome of his frendes to bale him ; but firft he cove- 
nants to have fome brafe of angels for his paines, and 
befides he cals for wine as greedily as if the knaves mother 
had been brocht against a hogfhed when he was begotten. 
: But fuppofe the gentleman wants pence, he wil either have 
a pawne, or elfe bringe him to the Counter without refpect 


of manhood or honeftye. I fhould fpend the whole day 
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with difplaying his villanies; therefore, breefly let this 
fuffice: he was never made by the confent of God, but his 
flovenly carkafe was framed by the Divell of the rotten 
carian of a woolfe, and his foule of an ufurers damned choft, 
turnd out of hell into his body to do monftrous wickedneffe 
againe upon the earth ; fo that he fhal be none of my jury, 
neither fhal he come nearer me then the length of my ra- 
pier will fuffer him. 

Indeede, qd Cloth-breeches, generally ferjeantes be bad, 
but there be amongft them fome honeft men that will do 
their duties with lawfull favour; for, to fay truth, if fer- 
jeants were not, how should men come by their debts? 
mary, they are fo cruel in their office that if they arreft a 
poore man, they will not fuffer him (if hee hath no mony) 
to ftay a quarter of an houre to talke with his creditor, 
although perhaps at the meeting they might take compofi- 
tion, but only to the Counter with him, unles he will lay 
his pewter, braffe, coverlets, fheets or fuch houfhold ftuffe 
to them for pawne of paiment of fome coine for their {tay- 
ing. Therefore, let him depart out of this place, for his 
roome is better then his company. 

Well then, quoth I, what fay you to thefe three? and 
with that I queftioned their names: the one faid hee was 
a Sumner; the other a Gaolor, and the third an Infourmer, 
Jefus bleffe me! (quoth Cloth-breeches) what a ging was 
heere gathered together! no doubt hell is broke loofe, and 
the Divel meanes to keep holiday. I make challeng 
again{t them al, as againft worfe men than thofe that gave 
evidence again{t Chrift. For the Sumner, it bootes me to 
fay little more againft him then Chaucer did in his Can- 
terbury Tales, who faid hee was a knave, a briber and a 
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bawd: but leaving that authority, although it be authen- 
ticall, yet thus much I can fay of my felfe, that thefe 
drunken drofy fonnes go a tooting abroad (as they them- 
felves term it) which is to heare if any man hath got his | 
maid with child, or plaies the good felow with his neigh- 
bours wife: if he finde a hole in any mans coate that is of 
wealth, then he hath his peremtory fcitation ready to fcite 
him to the archdeacons or officials court, there to apeere 
and abide the fhame and penalty of the law: the man, 
perhaps in good credit with his neighbours, loath to bring 
his name in queftion, grefeth the Sumner in the fift, and 
then he wipes him out of the booke, and fuffers him to get 
twenty with child, fo he keepe him warm in the hand. He 
hath a faying to wanton wives; and they are his good 
dames, and as long as they feede him with cheefe, bacon, 
capons and fuch od reverfions ; they are honeft and they be 
never fo bad: he fweares to the official complaints are 
made upon envy, and the women of good behaviour. 
Tuth! what bawdry is it he wil not fuffer, fo he may have 
mony and good cheere, and, if he like the wench well, a 
fnatch himfelfe ; for they know all the whores in a country, 
and are as lecherous companions as may be. To be 
breefe, the Sumner lives upon the fins of people, and out of 
harlatry gets he all his commodity. As for the Gaoler, 
although I have beene little troubled in prifon to have ex- 
perience of his knavery, yet I have heard the poore pri- 
foners complaine how cruell they be to them, extorting 
with extraordinary fees, felling a duble curtall (as they call 
it) with a duble jug of beere for 2 pence, which containes 
not above a pint and a halfe. Let a poore man be ar- 
refted into one of the Counters, though he but fet his foot 
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in them but halfe an hour, he fhal be almoft at an angels 
charge, what with garnith, croffing and wiping out of the 
booke, turning the key, paying the chamberleine, feeing for 
his jury, and twenty fuch extortions invented by them- 
felves, and not allowed by any ftatute. God bleffe me, 
gaoler, from your henhoufes, as I wil keepe you for com- 
ming on my queft. And to you, M. Infourmer, you that 
looke like a civil citizen, or fome handfome petty-fogger of 
the law, although your crimfon nofe bewrayes you can fup 
of a coole cup of fack without any chewing, yet have you 
as much fly knavery in your fide pouch there, as would 
breed the confufion of fortye honeft men. 

It may bee, fir, you marvell why I exclaime againft the 
Informer, fith hee is a moft neceffary member in the com- 
mon wealth, and is highly to the Prince’s advauntage for 
the benefit of pennal statues and other abufes, whereof he 
giveth speciall inteligence. To wipe out this doubt, I 
speake not againft the office, but the officer, againft such 
as abuse the lawe when they fhould use it ; and sucha one 
I geffe this fellowe to bee by the carnation tinéture of his 
ruby nose. Therefore, let us fearch his bagge, and fee 
what trafh you fhall finde in it. With that, although the 
Infourmer were very loath, yet wee pluckt out the ftuffing 
of his pouch, and in it was found a hundred and od 
writtes: whereat I woundred, and Cloth-breeches {miling 
bad me read the labels, and the parties names, and then 
examine the Infourmer how many of them he knewe, and 
wherein they had offended? I followed his counfaile, and 
of all he knew but three, neither could hee tell what they 
had done amiffe to bee arrefted, and brought in question. 
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Cloth-breeches, feeing me ftand in a mafe, began thus 
to refolve mee in my doubt: Perhaps, quoth hee, you mar- 
vell why the Infourmer hath all thefe writtes, and knowes 
neither the parties, nor can object any offence to them. 
To this I anfwere; that it beeing a long vacation, hee 
learned in the rowles all thofe mens names, and that they 
were men of indifferent wealth. Now meanes hee to go 
abroad and fearch them out, and arreft them ; and though 
they knewe not wherein, or for what caufe they fhould bee 
troubled, yet rather than they will come up to London, 
and fpend their mony, they will beftowe fome od angell 
upon maifter Infourmer, and fit at home in quiets = puL 
suppofe fome be fo ftuborne as to ftand to the triall, yet 
can this cunning knave declare a Tamquam againft them, fo 
that though they be cleered, yet can they have no recom- 
pence at all, for that he doth it in the Courts behalfe. I 
wil not unfold al his villanies, but he is an abufer of good 
lawes, anda very knave; and fo let him be with his fellowes. 

I both wondred and laught to heare Cloth-breeches make 
this difcourfe, when I fawe two in the valley together by 
the eares, the one in leather, the other as blacke as the 
Divell. I ftept to them to part the fraie, and queftioned 
what they were, and wherefore they brawled. Marry, 
quoth hee that lookt like Lucifer, though I am blacke, I 
am not the Devill, but indeed a Collier of Croiden, and one, 
fir, that have fold many a mana falfe fack of coalss, that 
both wanted meafure, and was halfe full of duft and droffe. 
Indeed, I have been a lieger in my time in London, and 
have plaied many mad pranckes, for which caufe you may 
apparantly fee Iam made a curtal, for the Pillory (in the 
fight of a great many good and fufficient witneffes) hath 
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eaten off both mine eares; and now, fir, this Ropemaker 
hunteth mee heere with his halters. I geffe him to bee 
some evill fpirit, that in the likeneffe of a man would, fince 
I have past the Pillory, perfwade me to hange myselfe for 
my offences; and therefore, fith I cannot bleffe me from 
him with Momine Patris, 1 lay Spiritus Sanctus about his 
fhoulders with a good crab-tree cudgell, that he may get 
out of my company. 

The Ropemaker replied that, honeftly journeying by the 
way, he acquainted himfelfe with the Collier, and for no 
other caufe pretended. Honeft with the Divell! quoth the 
Collier ; howe can he be honeft, whofe mother, I geffe, was 
a witch, for I have heard them fay that witches fay their 
praiers backward, and fo doth the Ropemaker yearne his 
living by going backward ; and the knaves cheefe living is 
by making fatall inftruments, as halters and ropes, which 
divers defperate men hang themfelves with. Well, quoth 
I, what fay you to thefe? fhall they be on the jury? 
Velvet-breeches faid nothing, but Cloth-breeches faid, in 
the Ropemaker he found no great falfhood in him ; there- 
fore hee was willing he fhould bee one ; but for the Collier 
hee thought it neceffary, that as he came, fo he fhould de- 
part. So then I bad the Ropemaker ftand by till more 
came, which was not long, for there came three ina clufter. 
As foone as they drue nie, I fpied one, a fat churle with a 
fide ruffet coate to his knee, and his hands all to tanned 
with fhifting his oufe, yet woulde I not take notice what 
they were, but queftioned with them of their feverall oc- 
cupations. Marry, quoth the. firft, I am a tanner, the 
fecond a fhoemaker, and the third a currier: then turning 
to the Plaintife and Defendant, I afked them if they would 
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allowe of thofe parties? No, by my faith, quoth Cloth- 
breeches: I make challenge to them all, and 1 will yeeld 
reafons of import againft them. And first to you, maifter 
tanner: are you a man worthy to be of a jury, when your — 
confcience cares not to wronge the whole Common-wealth ? 
You refpect not publike commodity, but private gaines ; 
not to benefit your neighbour, but for to make the proud 
princoxe your fonnean upftart gentleman, and becaufe you 
would marry your daughter, at the leaft, to an efquire, that 
fhee may, if it be poffible, be a gentlewoman. And how 
comes this to paffe? by your tanne-fats for footh; for 
whereas by the anciente lawes and ftatutes of England you 
fhould let a hyde lye inthe oufe at the least nine moneths, 
you can make good leather of it before three moneths ; 
you have your dooves dung, your marle, your afhen barke, 
and a thoufand thinges more to bring on your leather 
apace, that it is fo badly tanned that when it comes to the 
wearinge, then it fleetes away like a peece of browne paper. 
And whereas your backs of all other fhould be the beft 
tanned, you bring them fo full of horne to the market, that, 
did you not greafe the fealers of Leaden Hall throughly 
in the firft, they fhould never bee fealed, but turned away 
and made forfet by the ftatute. I cannot at large lay 
open your fubtill practifes to beguile the poore commun- 
alty with bad leather; but let this fuffice: you leave no 
villanie unfought to bring the block head your fonne to go 
before the clowne his father trimely trickt up in a paire of 
velvet-breeches. 

Now, maifter Currier, to your coosenage. You cannot bee 
content onely to burne the leather you dreffe for fault of 
liquor, becaufe you would have the shoomaker pay well, 
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and you put in little ftuffe: and, befides, when as in backs 
you fhould onely put in tallow, hard and good, you put in 
foft kitchenftuffe mixt, and fo make the good and well 
tanned leather, by your villany, to fleet and waft away, 
but alfo you grow to bee an extorting knave, and a fore- 
{taller of the market ; for you will buy leather fides, backs, 
and calve fkines, and fel them to the poore fhoomakers at 
an unreafonable rate by your falfe retaylinge, getting 
infinite goods by that exceffive price, both undoing the 
poore fhoomaker, and caufing us that we pay extreamely 
for fhooes. For if the currier bought not leather by the 
whole of the tanner, the fhoomaker might have it ata 
more reafonable price; but the fhoomaker being poore is 
not, perhaps, able to deale with a dicker of hides, nor, per- 
haps, with a cuple of backs, and the tanner will not truft 
him: then the coofening and extorting currier comes up 
with this—I will lend you for a day; and fo pincheth him 
that hee is fcarce able to finde his children bread. 

But well hath the Prince and the honourable Lords of 
the privie counfaile provided by an Act of Parliament that 
no currier fhall buy leather, either backs or hides, of the 
tanner, fo to bridle the extorting and foreftalling coofenage ; 
but craftilier and fubteller hath the knave currier crosbitten 
the ftatute, in that he deales thus with the tanner: he 
makes him hold his leather unreafonably to the {hoo- 
maker, and fo, when he cannot fell it, he laies it up in the 
curriers house, under a colour, whereas, indeed, he hath fold 
it him. Suppose this fhifte be fpied and prevented, then 
compoundeth hee with fome knave fhoomaker, fome base 
rakehell without a confcience, that neither refpecéteth God, 
the commonwealth, nor his company, and, forfooth, he is 
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halfe with the currier, who letteth him have fome hundred 
marke to laye out for leather every moneth, whereas hee 
fpendes not in his fhop a hundred markes woorth in a yeare: 
fo the fhoomaker buies it to abufe the ftatute for the currier, 
and the currier by that meanes undooeth the other fhoo-— 
makers. Thus two crafty knaves are met, and they neede 
no broker. 

Now to you, gentle crafte, you maffe shoomakers: you 
can put in the inner fole of a thin calves fkin, when as the 
shoo is a neates leather shoo, which, you know, is cleane 
contrary both to confcience and the ftatute. Befide, you 
will joine aneates leather vampy toa calves leather heele: 
is not heere good ftuffe, maister shoomaker? Well, for 
your knavery, you shall have thofe curffes which belonges 
unto your craft : you shall be lighte-footed to travell far, 
lighte-witted upon every {mall occafion to give your maifter 
the bagge: you shall be most of you unthrifts, and almoft 
all perfect good fellowes. Befide, l‘remember a merry 
jeft how Mercury brought you a dangerous difeafe, for he 
requef{ted a boone of you, which fell out to your great dif- 
advantage, and to recreate us heere a little, gentle crafte, 
what fell to your trade by that winged God? As it hap- 
pened on a timethat Jupiter and Mercury traveilinge 
together upon earth, Mercury was wonderfully hungry and 
had no money in his purfe to buy him any foode; and at 
lafte, to his great comforte, hee {pied where a company of 
taylors were at dinner with buttred peafe, eating their 
pease with theyr needels pointes, one by one: Mercury 
came to them and afked them his almes: they proudly bad 
him fit downe, and doo as hee faw they did, and with that 
delivered hima needle. The poore god, beeinge paffing 
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hungry, could not content his maw with eating one by one, 
but turned the eie of the needel and eate two or three 
together; which the tailors feeing, they ftart up and said, 
What, fellow, a fhowell and a spaede to buttred peafe! 
hast thou no more manners ? Get out of our company— 
and fo they fent him packing with many ftroakes. Mer- 
cury comming back, Jupiter demaunded him what newes ; 
and he told him how churlifhly hee was used amoneft the 
tailors. Well, wandring on further, Mercury efpied where 
a company of shoomakers were at dinner with powdered 
beefe and breweffe : going to them, before he could afke 
them any almes, they fayd, Welcome, good fellow! what, 
is thy f{tomach up? Wilt thou doe, as wee doe and taste 
of beefe? Mercury thanked them and fat downe and eate 
his belly full, and dranke well of good double beere, and 
when hee had done went home to his mafter. 

Affoone as he came Jupiter afked him what newes, and 
hee faid, I have lighted amongft a crue of fhoomakers, the 
beft fellowes that ever I met with all: they have frankely 
fed mee without grudging, and therefore graunt mee a 
boone for them. Afke what thou wilt, Mercury, quoth 
hee, and it fhall bee done. Why then, quoth hee, eraunt 
that for this good turne they have done mee, they may 
ever fpend a groat afore they can yearne two pence. It 
fhall bee graunted, quoth hee. 

Mercury, affoone as Jupiter had faid the word, bethought 
himfelf and faid—Nay ; but that they may yearne a croate 
afore they fpend two pence; for my tongue flipt at firft. 
Well, Mercury, quoth hee, it cannot bee recald: the firft 
with muft ftand. And hereof, by Mercurys boone, it crew 
that all the gentle craft are fuch good fellowes, and 


| 


48 A quip for an upstart Courtier. 


fpendethriftes. But, howfoever, none of thofe three, neither 
shoomaker, tanner, nor currier, fhall bee accepted to bee 
of the jury. 

As they went away with fleas in their ears, beeing thus | 
tanted by Cloth-breeches, wee might fee where there came 
a troupe of ancient gentlemen, with their fervingmen 
attending upon them. The foremoft was a great old man, 
with a white beard, all in ruffet, and a faire black cloake on 
his back, and attending uppon him fome five men; their 
cognifance, as I remember, was a pecock without a taile : 
the other two that accompanied him feemed meaner then 
himfelfe, but yet gentlemen of good worfhip: whereupon I 
went towards them and faluted them, and was fo bould as 
to queftion what they were, and of their bufineffe. The 
moft ancienteft anfwered he was a knight, and thofe two 
his neighbours, the one an efquire, the other a gentleman, 
and that they have no urgent affaires, but only to walke 
abroad to take the frefh aire. Then did I fhew them both 
Cloth-breeches and Velvet-breeches, and told them the 
controverfy, and defired their aide to be upon the jury. 
They, fmiling, anfwered they were content; and fo did 
Cloth-breeches feem to rejoyce that fuch honeft antient 
Englifh gentlemen fhould be triers of his title. But Vel- 
vet-breeches, ftorming, ftept in and made challeng to them 
all. I demanded the reafon why he fhould refufe gentle- 
men of fo good calling, and he made me this anfwere. 

Why, you may geffe the inward minde by the outward 
apparell, and fee how he is adicted by the homely robes he 
is futed in. Why, this knight is mortall enimy to pride, 
and fo to me: he regardeth hofpitality and aimeth at 
honor with releeving the poore: you may fee, although his 
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landes and revenewes be great, and he able to maintain 
himfelf in great bravery, yet he is content with home fpun 
cloth, and fcorneth the pride that is now adaies ufed 
amongft young upftarts: he holdeth not the worth of his 
gentry to be and confift in velvet breeches, but valeweth 
true fame by the report of the common fort, who praife him 
for his vertue, juftice, liberality, houfekeeping and almes- 
deeds. Vox popult vor Dei: his tenants and farmers 
would, if it might bee poffible, make him immortall with 
their praiers and praifes. He raifeth no rent, racketh no 
lands, taketh no incombs, impofeth no mercileffe fines, en- 
vies not an other, buyeth no houfe over his neighbours 
head, but refpetteth his country and the commodity 
thereof as deere as his life. Hee regardeth more to have 
the needy fed, to have his boord garnifhed with full plat- 
ters then to famous himfelf with exceffive furniture in ap- 
parel. Since, then, he fcorneth pride, he muft of force 
proclaime himfelfe mine enimy, and therefore he fhal be 
none of my jury; and fuch as himfelfe I geffe the Squire 
and the Gentleman, and therefore I challeng them all 
three. 

Why, quoth I, this is ftrange, that a man fhould be 
drawne from a queft for his goodneffe: if men of vertue be 
challenged, whom fhall we have upon the jury? Your ob- 
jection helpes not, maifter Velvet-breeches ; for if hee be a 
man of fo godly a difpofition, he will neither fpeake for 
feare or favour: hee will regard neither the riches of the 
one, nor the plaine poverty of the other. Whereupon, fith 
you have made mee trior, I allowe them all three to bee of 
the jury; and fo I requefted them to fit down till our jury 
was ful, which they courteoufly did, although Velvet- 
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breeches frownd at it. When I, looking for more, faw 
wher ther came a troope of men in apparell feeming poore 
honeft citizens: in all they were eight. I demaunded of 
them, what they were, and whether they were going? One 
of them that feemed the welthieft, who was in a furred 
jacket, made anfwere, that they were all frends going to 
the buriall of a neighbour of theirs that yefternight died ; 
and if it would do him any pleafure to heare their names, 
they were not fo dainty but that they would tell them. 
And fo then he began to tell me that by his art he was a 
Skinner: the fecond faid he was a Joiner, the third was a 
Sadler, the fourth a Waterman, the fift was a Cutler, the 
fixt was a Bellows mender, the feaventh a Plaifterer, and 
the eight a Printer. 

In good time, quoth I; it is commendable when neigh- 
bours love fo well together, but if your fpeede bee not over 
much, I much requeft you to bee of a jury. So I difcourfed 
unto them the controverfie betwene Cloth-breeches and 
Velvet-breeches, and to what iffue it muft grow by a ver- 
dict : they feemed al content, and I turned to the Plaintife 
and Defendant, and afked if they would make challeng to 
any of thefe? I fcorne, qd Velvet-breeches, to make any 
great objection againft them, fith they bee mecanicall men, 
and I almoft hold them indifferent ; for this I know, they 
get as much or more by me than by him: the Skinner I 
ufe for furres, whereas this bafe Cloth-breeches hath fcarce 
a gowne faced once in his life: the Sadler for coftly im- 
broidered faddels; the Joiner for feeling my houfe; the 
Cutler for gilt rapiers; the Waterman I ufe continually, 
ten times to his once; and fo likewife of the Plaifterer: for 
the Bellowesmender, alas! poore fnake, I knowe him not: 
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for the Printer, by our Lady, I thinke I am fome tenne 
pounds in his debt for bookes; fo that for my part, let 
them all paffe. And for me too, qd Cloth-breeches ; but 
yet a little to put them in remembrance of their follies, let 
me have a bout with them all. And firft to you, maifter 
Skinner, to whome I can fay but only this, that whereas ae 
you fhould only put the backs of fkinnes into facing, you bed 
taw the wombs and fo deceive the buier: befides, you have 
fome fantaftike fkin brought you not worth two pcuce, 
with fome ftrange fpots, though it bee of a libbet, you will 
{fweare it is a moft pretious {kin, and came from Mutfco, or 
the fartheft parts of Calabria. The Sadler he ftuffes his 
pannels with ftraw or hay, and over gafeth them with 
haire, and makes the leather of them of morts, or tand 
fheeps fkins. The Joyner, though an honeft man, yet hee 
maketh his joynts weake, and putteth in fap in the morte- 
fels, which fhould be the hart of the tree, and all to make 
his ftuffe flender. And you, Cutler, you are patron of 
ruffions and fwafh bucklers, and will fell them a blade that 
may be thruft into a bufhell; but if a poore man come 
that cannot fkill of it, you fell him a fworde or rapier, new 
overglafed, and fwear the blade came either from Turkey 
or Toledo. Now, maifter Waterman, you will fay there is 
no fubtility in you, for ther is none fo fimple but that 
knowes your fares, and what is due betweene Greenwich 
and London, and how you yearne your mony painfully 
with the fweat of your browes: al this is true, but let me 
whifper one thing in your eare: you will play the good- a 
fellow too much if you be well greafed in the fift; for if a 
young gentleman and a prety wench come to you and fay, 
Waterman, my frend and I meane to so by water and to 
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be merry a night or two, I care not which way, nor whether 
we go, and therefore where thou thinkeft we may have beft 
lodging, thither carry us: then, off goes your cap, and 
away they go to Brainfoord or fome other place, and then 
you fay, Hofteffe, I pray you ufe this gentleman and his 
wife wel: they are come out of London to take the aire 
and mean to be merry heere a night or two, and to fpend 
their mony frankly, when God wot they are neither man 
nor wife, nor perhaps of any acquaintance before the 
match made in fome bawdy taverne; but you know no 
fuch matter, and therefore, Waterman, I pardon you. 
And for you, Plaifterer and Bellowfmender, I paffe you 
over; and fo do I the Printer too, only this I muft needes 
fay to him, that fome of his trade will print lewd bookes, 
and bawdy pamphlets, but Aurz /acra fames quid non ? 
And therefore I am content they fhal be al of the jury. 

I was glad there were fo many accepted at once, and 
hoped that now quickly the jury would be ful: looking 
about me, ftraight I might fee one alone come running as 
faft as he could. I wondred what he fhould be that made 
fuch haft, and the Skinner told me he was an honeft man, 
and one of their company, by his occupation a Bricklaier. 
Oh! qd Velvet-breeches, a good honeft fimple man: he 
hath beene long in my worke, building me a fumpteous 
houfe. But I challeng him, qd Cloth-breeches, for he is a 
jugler. How, qd I, can it be? fee, he goeth very homelie 
in leather, and hath his ruler in his hand, and his trowel at 
his fide, and he feemeth not as one that were given to fuch 
qualities. Yes, qd Cloth-breeches: he hath this policie: 
when he maketh a ftately place, al glorious to the eie, and 
ful of faire chambers, and goodlie roomes, and about the 
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houfe, perhaps, fome threefcore chimnies ; yet hee canne 
fo cunningly caft by his art that three of them fhal not 
fmoke in a twelve moneth, and fo fpoiles he fo much good 
morter and brick. Why, qd I, the fault is not in the 
workeman but in the houfekeeper; for now a dayes men 
build for to pleafe the eie, not to profite the poore: they 
ufe no roft but for themfelves and their houfhold, nor no 
fire but a little court chimny in their own chamber: how 
can the poore bricklayer then bee blamed, when the nig- 
gardnes of the lord or mafter is the caufe no more chimnies 
do fmoke? for would they ufe ancient hofpitality as their 
forefathers did, and value as lightly of pride as their great 
grandfathers, then fhould you fee every chimny in the 
houfe fmoke, and prove that the pore artificer had done his 
part. Why then, qd Cloth-breeches, as you pleafe: ad- 
mitte him of the queft. But what be thofe, qd Cloth- 
breeches, that come heere fo foberly? I hope they be 
honeft men, for they looke very demure. I will inquire, 
faid I; and with that fteppinge to them I demaunded 
their names; and very courtioufly the one faid he was a 
Brewer, the other a Butcher, the third a Baker, and the 
fourth a Vitler. Hearing what they were, I was glad, gheff- 
ing, fith they were fo honeft and fubftantiall men, that they 
would helpe to make up the jury ; when Velvet-breeches, 
with a grim and foure countenance, gave them this chal- 
lenge. I hold it not neceffary (quoth hee) that thefe have 
any thinge to deale in my caufe, fith I am at ods with 
them all, at leaft in forty pounds a peece: for this feaven 
yeares I have beene indebted unto them for breade, beefe, 
beere, and other victuals: then, fith they have credited 
mee longe, and I have had fo little care to pay them, I 
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doubt now they wil reveng themfelves and paffe againft 
me in the verdict. Nay (quoth I) the rather will they hold 
on your part, for if they be honeft wife menne (as they 
feeme to bee) they will be carefull of your prefermente, 
feeing the more highely you are advaunced, the more like 
are they to come by their owne. If, therefore, you can 
object no other pointes of difhonefty againft them, I fee no 
reafon why they fhould bee put by. If you doe not 
(quoth Cloth-breeches) then heare me, and I will prove 
them unfit to have any dealings here. And, firft, for the 
Butcher. I pray you, goodman kil-calfe, what havocke 
play you with puffing up of meate, and blowing with your 
pricker as you flea it? have you not your artificiall knave- 
ries to fet out your meat with prickes, and then fweare he 
hath more for mony then ever you bought ; to fell a peece 
of an olde cow for a chop of a young oxe,-to wafh your 
olde meate that hath hung weltring in the fhop with new 
bloud, to truffe away an olde eaw in ftead of a young 
weather; and although you know it is hurtful, and forbid- 
den by the ftatutes, to flea your hides, {kines, backs, with 
cuts and flafhes to the impoverifhing of the poore fhoo- 
maker when hee buies it, yet, I pray you, how many 
flaughters do you make in a poore calves {kin ? Oh, But- 
cher! a long lent be your punifhment, for you make no 
conf{cience in deceiving the poore. 

And you, Maffe Brewer, that grow to be worth forty 
thoufand pounds by your felling of foden water, what 
fubtilty have you in making your beare, to fpare the malt 
and put in the more of the hop to make your drinke (be 
barly never fo cheape) not a whit the ftronger, and yet 
never fell a whit the more meafure for mony? you can, 
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when you have taken all the hart of the malt away, then 
clap on ftore of water, tis cheape enough, and math outa 
tunning of fmale beare, that it fcoures a mans mawe like 
Rennifh wine. In your confcience how many barrels draw 
you out of a quarter of malt? Fie! I conceale your falf- 
hood, leaft I fhould bee too broad in fetting downe your 
faults. And for you, goodman Baker, you that love to be 
feene in the open market place upon the pillory, the world 
cries out of your wickedneffe: you crave but one deare 
yeare to make your daughter a gentlewoman: you buy 
your corne at the beft hand, and yet wil not be content to 
make your bread weight by Many ounces: you put in 
yeaft and falt to make it hevie, and yet al your policy 
cannot make it but fine for the pillory : the poore crie out, 
the rich find fault, and the Lord Maior and Sherits, like 
honorable and worfhipful magiftrats, every day walke 
abroad and weigh your bread, and yet al will not ferve to 
make you honeft men; but were extremity ufed, and the 
{tatute put in the higheft degree in practife, you would 
have as few eares on your heads as the Collier. Laft to 
you, om Tapfter, that tap your {male cannes of beere to 
the poore, and yet fill them half ful of froth ; that carde 
your beere (if you fee your guefts begin to be drunke) 
halfe fmal and halfe ftrong: you cannot be content to 
pinch with your fmall pots and your oftry faggots, but 
have your truggs to drawe men on to villany, and to bring 
cuftomers to your houfe, where you fell a joint of meat for 
Xii pence, that coft you fearce fix; and if any chance to go 
on the fkore, you fkore him when he is a fleepe, and fet up 
a groat a day more than he hath, to finde you drinking pots 
with your companions, To be fhort, thou art a knave, and 
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I like not any of the reft : the way lies before you, and ther- 
fore you may be gon, for you fhal be none of the queft. 

I {mild to fee Cloth-breeches fo peremptory, when I 
fawe five fat fellows all in damafk cotes and gownes, welted 
with velvet very brave, and in great confultation, as if they 
wer to determine of fome waighty matter: drawing neere, 
I faw they were welthy citizens; fo I went and reverently 
faluted them, and told them how we neded their aide 
about the appeafing of a controverfie, fhewinge them where 
the knight, efquire and other ftaied, till we might finde men 
to fillup the jury: they were contented, but Velvet-breeches 
excepted againft fower of them, and faid they were none of 
his friendes ; that was the Marchant, Goldfmith, Mercer and 
Draper. His allegations were thefe; that they were all 
fethered of one winge, to fetch in young gentlemen by 
commodities under the colour of lending of mony; for the 
Marchant delivered the yron, tin, lead, hops, fugars, {pices, 
oiles, browne paper, or whatfoever elfe, from fixe moneths 
to fixe moneths, whiche when the poore gentleman came 
to fell againe, hee. could not make threefcore andatenyan 
the hundred befide the ufury. The Mercer he followeth 
the upftart gentleman that hath no government of him- 
felfe, and he fedeth his humor to go brave: he shall not 
want filkes, fattins, velvets to pranck abroad in his pompe; 
but with this provifion, that he muft bind over his land in 
a ftatute marchant or ftaple, and fo at laft forfeit all unto 
the mercileffe Mercer and leave himfelf never a foot of 
ground in Englande, which is the reafon that for a few 
remnauntes of velvets, and filkes, the Mercer creepeth 
into whole lordfhips. The Goldfmith is not behinde, for 
moft of them deale with ufury, and let young gentlemen 


A quip for an upstart Courtier. 57 


have commodities of plate for ten in the hundred, but they 
muft loofe the fathion in fellinge it againe (which cuts them 
fore): befide they are moft of them {kilde in alcumy, and 
can temper mettales fhrewdly, with no little profite to 
themfelves and disadvantage to the buier, befide puffe 
rings and quaint conceits which I omit. And fo for you, 
Draper: he fetcheth them off for livery cloth, and cloth for 
fix moneths and fix, and yet hath he more knacks in his 
budget ; for hee hath fo darke a {hop that no man can well 
choofe a peece of cloth, it fo fhadows the die and the thred, 
a man fhall be deceived in the wool and the nap, they 
caufe the clothworker fo to preffe them; befide he im- 
pofeth this charge to the clothworker, that he draw his 
cloth and pull it paffing hard when he puts it upon the 
tenters, that he may have it full bredth and length, till 
threed and all teare and rent in peeces. What care they 
for that? have they not a drawer to ferve their turne to 
drawe and feame up the holes fo cunningly that it thal 
never be efpide? My felfe have feene in one broad cloth 
eighteene fcore holes torne, rackt and puld by the cloth- 
worker only to pleafe the draper and deceive the common 
wealth. To be fhort, the clothworker, what with rowing and 
fetting in a fine nap, with powdering and preffing it, with 
fhering the wool to the proofe of the threed, deale fo cun- 
ningly that they prove themfelves the Drapers minifter to 
execute his fubtilties: therefore, if he chance to come, let 
him be remembered. 

Now, fir, for the Vintner: he is an honeft and fubftantial 
man, a frend of all goodfellows, and truly my frend for my 
mony, and worthy to be of the jury. Why no, quoth 
Clothbreeches; I am of another mind, for I hold him as 
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deceitful as any of the reft. What the Vintner! why he ts 
a kind of Negromancer, for at midnight, when al men are 
in bed, then he, forfooth, fals to his charmes and fpels, fo 
that he tumbles one hogfhead into another, and can make 
a cup of claret that hath loft his colour to looke high with 
a dath of red wine at his pleafure. If he hath a ftrong 
Gafcoigne wine, for feare it fhould make his guefts to 
foone drunke, he can allay it with {mall Rochel wine: he 
can cherifh up white wine with fack ; and perhaps, if you 
bid him wath the pot cleane when hee goes to drawe you 
a quart of wine, hee will leave a little water in the bottome, 
and then draw it ful of wine: and what if he do? tis no 
harme: wine and water is good againft the heat of the 
liver. It were infinet to rehearfe the jugling of Vintners, 
the diforder of their houfes, efpecially of the perfons that 
frequent them ; and therefore, fith Velvet-breeches hath put 
by the Marchant, Goldfmith, Mercer and Draper, the 
Vintner fhal go with them for company. 

As thefe were going away in a fnuff for beeing thus 
plainly taunted, we might fee a made merry crue come 
leaping over the field, as frolickly as if they ought not al the 
world two pence, and drawing more nearer, we might per- 
ceive that either bottle-ale or beere had made a fray with 
them, for the lifting of their feet fhewed the lightnes of 
their heads. The formoft was a plain country Sir John, or 
Vicar, that had proclaimed by the rednes of his nofe he did 
go oftner into the alehoufe then the pulpit; and him I 
afked what they were, and whether they were going? 
What are you, qd the Preft, that ftandeth by the high way 
to examine me and my frends? heeres none in my com- 
pany but are able to anfwere for themfelves. I, feing they 
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weere al fet ona merry pin, told the caufe, and how the con- 
troverfie grew betwixt Cloth-breeches and Velvet-breeches, 
and that we needed them to bee of the queft. Marry 
(quoth Sir John), a good motion: know, thefe al are my 
parifhioners, and we have beene drinkinge with a poore 
man, and {pending our monye with him, a neighbour of 
ours that hath loft a cow. Nowe for our names and trades: 
this is a Smith, the fecond a Weaver, the third a Miller, 
the fourth a Cooke, the fifth a Carpenter, the fixt a Glover, 
the feaventh a Pedler, the eight a Tinker, the ninth a 
Waterberer, the tenth a Husbandman, the eleventh a 
Diar, and the twelfth a Sailor, and I their Vicar: how 
could you, fir, have a fitter jury then me and my parifh- 
ioners? You are a little to breefe, qd Cloth-breeches. 
Are you not fome puritane, M. Parfon, or fome fellow that 
raifeth up new fcifmes and herefies amongft your people? 
A plague on them all, quoth I, fir; for the world was 
never in quiet, devotion, neighbourhoode, nor hofpitality 
never flourifhed in this land fince fuch upftart boies and 
fhittle witted fooles became of the miniftry. I cannot tel; 
they preach faith, faith, and fay doing of almes is papiftry; 
but they have taught fo long Fides folam juftificat that 
they have preached good workes out of our parifh: a poore 
man fhal as foone breake his neck as his faft at a rich 
mans doore. For, my frend, I am indede none of the 
beft {chollers, yet I can read an Homily every Sunday and 
holyday, and keepe company with my neighbours, and goe 
to the ale-houfe with them, and if they be fallen out, fpende 
my money to make them friends; and on the Sundaies 
fometime, if goodfellowfhip call me away, | fay both morn- 
ing and evening praier at once, and fo let them have a 
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whole afternoone to play in. This is my life: I fpend my 
living with my parifhioners ; I feek to do al good, and I 
offer no man harm. 

Well (qd Clothbreeches), I warrant thou art an honeft 
Vicar, and therefore ftand by; thou fhalt be one of the 
gueft; and for you, Smith, I fee no great fault in you: 
you yearne your living by the fweat of your browes, and 
ther can be no great knavery in you, only I would have 
you to amend your life for drinking, fith you are never at 
quiet, unles the pot be ftill at your nofe. But you, 
Weaver, the proverbe puts you down for a crafty knave: 
you can filch and fteale almoft as il as the Tailor: your 
woofe and warpe is fo cunningly drawne out that you 
plague the poore country hufwives for their yearne, and 
dawbe on fo much drigs that you make it feeme both well 
wrought, and to beare weight, when it is flenderly woven, 
and you have ftolne a quarter of it from the poore wife. 
Away! be packing, for you fhall be cafhierd. What, 
Miller! fhake hands with your brother the Weaver for 
knavery: you can take toll twife, and have falfe hoppers 
to convey away the poore mans meale. Begone: I love 
not your dufty lookes; and for company, goodman Cooke, 
goe you with him, for you coufin the poore men and 
country Tearmers with your filthy meat: you wil buy of 
the worft and cheapeft, when it is bad enough for dogs, 
and yet fo pouder it and parboile it, that you will fell it to 
fome honeft poore men, and that unreafonable too: if you 
leave any meate over night, you make a fhift to heate it 
againe the next day; nay, if on the Thursday at night 
there be any left, you make pies of it on Sunday morn- 
ings, and almost with your flovenly knavery poyfon the 
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poore people. To be thort, I brook you not, and therefore 
be walking. 

For the Carpenter, Glover, and Waterbearer, the Hus- 
bandman eDier, and ~ Sailor, -fith your trades have but 
petty flights, ftand you with Maifter Vicar; you are like 
to help to give in the verdict: but for the Pedler and the 
Tinker, they are two notable knaves, both of an haire, and 
both cozin germaines to the Divel. For the Tinker, why 
he is a droufie, baudy, drunken companion, that walks up 
and down with a trug after him, and in ftopping one hole, 
he makes three; and if in convenient place they meet with 
one alone, perhaps rifle him or her of all that ever they 
have. A bafe knave, without feare of God, or love to any 
one but to his whore and himfelfe. The Pedler as bad, or 
rather worfe, walketh the country with his dockfey at the 
leaft, if he have not to mortes dels, and Autem mortis : 
he paffeth commonly through every paire of ftockes, either 
for his drunkennes or his lechery: and, befide, it is reported, 
you can lift, or nip a bounge like a gwire Cove, if you want 
pence, and that you carry your pack but for a colour to 
fhadow your other villanies : well, howfoever you are both 
knaves, and fo be jogging. 

Well, qd I, I fuppofe the jury be almoft full; I beleeve 
we want not above three or four perfons: looke you where 
they come to make up the number, and they fhould be 
men of good difpofition, for they feeme to be al of the 
country. As foone as they came to us I met them, and 
told them the matter, and they were content. The one 
faid he was a Grafier, the other a Farmer, the other a 
Shepheard. To them both; what think you of thefe three? 
qd I. Marry, faith Velvet-breeches, two of them are honeft 
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men, but the other is a bafe knave ; but tis no matter, 
fhuffe him in amongst the reft. Nay, by your leave, 
quoth Cloth-breeches, I will fhuffle out thefe two, for they 
are very Cormorants of the country, and devoure the poore 
people with their monfterous exaction. And firft I alledge 
againft the Grafier, that he forftalleth pafturs and medow 
erounds for the feeding of his cattell, and wringeth leafes 
of them out of poore mens hands: and in his buying of 
cattell he committeth great ufury; for if it prove a wet 
yeare, then hee maketh havock and felleth deare: if it be a 
dry yeare, then he buyeth cheape, and yet having pafture 
keepes them till he may come to his owne prife. He 
knoweth as well as the Butcher by the feede of a bullock 
how much tallow he will yeelde; what his quarters will 
amount unto; what the Tanner will give for the hide; 
nay, what the fowfe wives are able to make of the inwards; 
fo that he fels it fo deare to the Butcher, that he can 
{carce live of it: and therefore what fubtilty the Butcher 
ufeth commeth from the Grafier; fo that I exempt him 
from the queft as a bad member and an ill friend to Cloth- 
breeches. And for you, Maffe Farmer, you know how 
through you covetous Land-lords raife their rents; for if 
a poore man have but a plough land, if you fee his pas- 
tures beare good graffe, and his earable ground good corne, 
and that he profpereth and goeth forward on it, and pro- 
videth and maintaineth his wife and fervants honeftly, then 
LInvidus alterius rebus marceffit opinis, vicinumque pecus 
grandius uber habet. Then ftraight envy pricks the Farmer 
forward, and hee bids the Landlord far more than the 
poore man paies yearely for it; fo that if he bee a tenant 
at will, hee puts him out to beg in the ftreat ; or when his 
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leafe comes out, hee over loades him in the fine, and thus 
bloudfucketh hee the poore for his owne private profite. 
Befides, the bafe chuffe, if he fees a forward yeare, and that 
corne is likely to be plenty, then he murmureth againft 
God, and fwereth and protefteth he fhall be undone, re- 
fpecting more the filling of his owne coffers by a dearth, 
then the profit of his country by a generall plenty. Be- 
fide, fir, may it pleafe you, when new corne comes into the 
market, who brings it in to relieve the ftate? Not your 
mafterfhip, but the poore husbandman that wants pence ; 
for you keepe it till the back end of the yeare; nay, you 
have your garners which have corne of two or three years 
old, upon hope ftill of a deare yeare, rather letting the 
weafels eat it, then the poore fhould have it at any reafon- 
able price. So that I conclude, you are a Cormorant of 
the common wealth, and a wretch that lives of the fpoile of 
the needy; and fo I leave you to jet with the Grafier. 
Marry, for the Shepheard, unleffe it be that he killeth a 
Lambe now and then, and faies the fox ftole him, I know 
little craft in his budget: therefore, let him be amongtft 
the honeft men of the jury. 

Wel, Clothbreeches, qd I, you are very peremptory in 
your challenges. What fay you, heere comes three or 
foure citizens, will any of thefe ferve the turne? I cannot 
tell, qd he, till I know their names and conditions. With 
that I ftept afore the company, and enquired what they 
were? The eldeft of them, being a grave citizen, faid he 
was a Grocer; the reft his good and honeft neighbours, a 
Chandler, a Haberdafher, a Clothworker, and two ftrangers, 
one a Wallon, the other a Duchman. How like you of 
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I am little acquainted with them, yet I know they favour 
me, becaufe I have, on a Sunday, feen them all in their 
filkes. I, marry, quoth Cloth-breeches, but they never get 
that bravery with honefty: for the Clothworker, his faults 
were laid open before, when we had the Draper in queftion, 
and therefore let him be packing. For you, Chandler, I 
like not your tricks: you are too converfant with the 
kitchenftuffe wives: you, after your week or fnuffe is ftif- 
fened, you dip it in filthy droffe, and after give him a coat 
of good tallow, which makes the candles drop and waft 
away, to the great hinderance of the poore workmen that 
watcheth in the night. Befide, you pinch in your waights, 
and have falfe meafures, and many other knaveries that I 
omit; but this be fure, you fhal not meddle in my matter: 
neither the Haberdafher, for he trims up old felts and 
makes them very faire to the eie, and faceth and edgeth 
them neatly, and then he turns them away to fuch a fimple 
man as Iam, and fo abufeth us with his coofenage. Be- 
fide, you buy gumd tafata, wherwith you line hats, that 
will ftraight afunder affone as it comes to the heat of a 
mans head. - To be breefe, 1 am not well {kild-in@your 
knaveries ; but, indeed, you are too fubtill for poore Cloth- 
breeches, and therfore you fhalbe none of the jury. 

Marry, the Grocer feemes an honeft man, and I am con- 
tent to admit him; only take this as a caveat by the way, 
that you buy of the garbellers of fpices the refufe that they 
fift from the marchaunt, and that you mix again and fell 
to your cuftomers. Befides, in your beaten fpices, as in 
peper, you put in bay beries and fuch dros, and fo wring 
the poor; but thefe are all flight caufes, and fo I overpaffe 
them and vouchfafe you to be of the queft. But I pray 
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you, what be thofe two honeft men? Quoth the Grocer, 
the one a Duchman and a Shoomaker, the other a French- 
man and a Milainer in S, Martins, and fels fhirts, bands, 
bracelets, jewels, and fuch pretie toyes for gentlewomen. 
Oh! they be of Velvet-breeches acquaintance, upftarts as 
well as he, that have brought with them pride and abufes 
into England. And firft of the Millainer: what toies de- 
vifeth he to feed the humor of the upftart gentleman with- 
all, and of fond gentlewomen ; fuch fans, fuch ouches, fuch 
brooches, fuch bracelets, fuch graundcies, fuch periwigs, 
fuch paintings, fuch ruffes and cuffs, as hath almoft made 
England as ful of proud foppries as Tire and Sidon were. 
There is no feamfter can make a band or a fhirt fo wel as 
his wife, and why forfooth? Becaufe the filthy quean 
weares a traunce, and is a Frenchwoman forfooth ; where- 
as our Engiifhwomen of the Exchange are both better 
workwomen, and will afford a better penniworth. And fo 
for the drunken Dutchman, this fhoomaker; he and fuch as 
he is, abufeth the commonwealth and the poor mechanicall 
men and handicrafts men of London ; for our new upftart 
fooles, of Velvet-breeches fraternity, liketh nothing but that 
the outlandifh affe maketh: they like no fhoo fo well as 
that the Dutchman maketh, when our Englifh men paffe 
them far; and fo for chandlers and al other occupations, 
they are wronged by the Duch and French, And there- 
fore, fith the commons hates them, they cannot be my 
friends, and therefore let them be launching to Fluthing, 
for they fhal be no triers of my controverfie. Well, quoth 
I, now I fuppofe the jury is full, and we fee no more com- 
ming: let'us cal them, and fee how many we have. So they 
appeared to their names as followeth. 
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The names of the jury to be empanelled. 


1 Knight 13 Cutler 

2 Efquire 14 Platflerer 

3 Gentleman 15 Saylor 

4 Prieft 16 Ropemaker 

5 Printer 17 Smith 

6 Grocer 18 Glover 

7 Skinner 19 Husbandman 
8 Dier 20 Shepheard 

Q Pewterer 21 Waterman 
10 Sadler 22 Waterbearer 
Il Foyner 23 Bellow/mender. 


12 Bricklater 


What! is it not poffible to have one more to make up 
the foure and twenty ? As I was thus fpeaking, I efpied a 
far off a certain kind of an overworne gentleman, attired in 
velvet and fatin, but it was fomewhat dropped and greafie, 
and bootes on his legges whofe foles wexed thin, and 
feemed to complaine of their maifter, which, treading 
thrift under his feet, had brought them into that confump- 
tion: he walked not as other men in the common beaten 
way, but came compaffing cercum circa, as if we had beene 
Divells, and he would draw a circle about us; and at every 
third ftep he looked back, as if he were afraid of a Baily 
or Sarjant. 

After him followed two pert Applefquires: the one had 
a murrey cloth gowne on, faced down before with gray 
conny, and laide thick on the fleeves with lace, which he 
quaintly bare up to fhow his white taffata hofe, and black- 
filk ftockings; a huge ruffe about his necke wrapt in his 
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great head like a wicker cage, a little hat with brims like 
the wings of a doublet, wherein he wore a jewell of elaffe, 
as broad as a Chancery feale: after him followed two boies 
in cloakes like butterflies, carrying one of them his cutting 
{word of choller, the other his dauncing rapier of delight. 
His Comerade that bare him company was a jolly light 
timberd Jack a Napes, in a fute of watchet taffata cut to 
the fkin, with a cloake all to bedawbed with colourd lace: 
both he and my gowned brother feemed by their pafe, as 
if they had fome futes to Mounfieur Boots. At length 
comming neer, I might decerne the firft to be a Poet, the 
fecond a Plaier, the third a Mufitian, alias the Uther of a 
dauncing fchoole. 

Well met, Maifter Poet, quoth I, and welcome your 
friends alfo, though not fo perticularly known: fo it is, 
though none of you three be common wealthsmen, yet 
upon urgent neceffitie we muft be forced to imploy you. 
We have a jury to be empanelled immediately, which one 
of you three muft help to make up, even he which approves 
himfelf the honefteft man. They are all honeft men and 
goodfellowes, quoth Velvet-breeches: therefore it is no 
matter whether of them we choofe. 

The doctors doubt of that, quoth Cloth-breeches ; for I 
am of a different opinion. The firft, whome by his careleffe 
flovenly gate at firft fight I imagined to be a Peet ists 
wafte good and an unthrift, that he is born to make the 
favernss rich; and himifelfe a begger: if he have forty 
pounds in his purfe together, he puts it not to ufury, neither 
buies land nor marchandife with it, but a moneths com- 
modity of wenches and capons. Ten pound a fupper! 


why, ‘tis nothing, if his plough goes and his inkhorne be 
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cleere. Take one of them worth twenty thoufand pounds 
and hang him. He is a king of his pleafure, and counts 
al other boores and pefants, that though they have mony 
at command, yet know not like him how to domineere with 
it to any purpofe, as they fhould. But, to fpeak plainely, 
I think him an honeft man, if he would but live within his 
compaffe, and generally no mans foe but his own. There- 
fore I hold him a man fit to be of my jury. Nay, quoth 
Velvet-breeches, I have more mind to thefe two; for this 
Poet is a proud fellow, that becaufe he hath a little wit in 
his budget will contemn and miflike us that are the com- 
mon fort of gentlemen, and thinke we are beholding to 
him, if he do but beftow a fair looke upon us. The Plaier 
and the Uther of a dauncing fchoole are plaine, honeft, 
humble men, that for a penny or an old caft fute of 
apparell—_— 

Indeed, quoth Clothbreeches, you fay troth: they are 
but too humble, for they be fo lowly that they be bafe 
minded. I mean not in their lookes or apparell, for fo 
they be peacockes and painted affes, but in their corfe of 
life, for they care not how they get crowns, I meane how 
bafely, fo they have them ; and yet of the two I hold the 
Plaier to be the better Chriftian, although in his owne 
imagination too full of felfeliking and felfelove, and is un- 
fit to be of the jury, though I hide and conceale his faults 
and fopperies in that I have beene merry at his fports: 
onely this I muft fay, that fuch a plaine country fellow as 
my felfe they bring in as Clownes and Fooles to laught 
at in their play, wheras they get by us, and of our almes 
the proudeft of them all doth live. Well, to be breefe, let 
him trot to the ftage, for he fhall be none of the jury, 
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And for you, mafter Uther of the dauncing fchoole, you 
are a leader into all mifrule: you inftruét gentlemen to 
order their feet, when you drive them to miforder their 
manners. You are a bad fellow, that ftand upon your 
tricks and capers till you make young gentlemen caper 
without their landes. Why, fir, to be flat with you, you 
live by your legs as a jugler by his hands: you are given 
over to the pumps and vanities of the world; and, to be 
fhort, you are a keper of mifrule and a lewd fellow, and 
you fhall be none of the queft. 

Why, then, quoth IJ, you are both agred that the Poet is 
he that muft make up the xxiiij. They anfwered both, he 
and’ none but he. Then I,callinge them: all together, bad 
them lay their hands on the booke; and firft I cald the 
knight, and after the reft as they followed in order: then, 
I gave them their charge thus: 

Worfhipful fir, with the reft of the jury, whome we 
have folicited of choice honeft men, whofe confciences will 
deale uprightly in this controverfie, you and the reft of 
your company are heere, upon your oth and othes, to in- 
quire whether Cloth-breeches have done deffeifon unto 
Velvet-breeches, yea or no, in or about London, in putting 
him out of franke tenement, wronging him of his right, and 
imbollifhing his credit: if you finde that Cloth-breeches 
hath done Velvet-breeches wrong, then let him bee fet in 
his former eftate, and allow him refonable damages. 

Upon this they laied their handes on the booke and 
were {worne, and departed to {crutine of the matter by in- 
quiry amoneft themfelves, not ftirring out of our fight, nor 
ftaying long, but ftraight returned, and the Knight for 
them all, as the formoft, faid thus: So it ts that we have 
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with equity and confcience confidered of this controverfie 
betweene Velvet-breeches and Cloth-breeches, as touching 
the prerogative of them both, which are moft worthy to bee 
rightly refident and have feifon in frank tenement heere in 
England, and we do finde that Cloth-breeches is by many 
hundred yeares more antient, ever fince Brute [was] an in- 
habitant of this Iland; one that hath beene zz dzebus 
wits a companion to kings, an equall with the nobility, a 
friend to gentlemen and yeomen, and patron of the poore, 
a true fubject, a good houfekeeper, and generall[y] as 
honeft as hee is ancient: whereas Velvet-breeches is an 
upf{tart come out of Italy, begot of Pride, nurfed up by 
Selfelove, and brought into this country by his companion 
Nufangleneffe: that hee is but of late time, a raifer of rents 
and an enemy to the common-wealth, and one that is not 
any way to be preferred in equity before Cloth-breeches. 
[Therefore by general verdict we adjudge Cloth-breeches] 
to have don him no wrong, but that he hath lawfully 
claimed his title of franke tenement, and in that wee ap- 
point him for ever to bee refident. 

At this verdict, pronounft by the Knight, all the 
{tanders by clapt their hands, and gave a mighty 
{hout ; whereat I ftarted and awaked, for I was 
in a dreame insmy bed, and losrolewaa 
and writ in a merry vaine what you 
have heard. 
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THE PARTIGULARSCONI ENT 


A Preface to Courteous mindes. 

A Letter to M. Emmanuell Demetrius: with a Sonnet annexed. 
A Letter to M. Christopher Bird. 

A Letter to every favourable, or indifferent Reader. 

An other Letter to the same: extorted after the rest. 


Greene's: Memorial: or certaine Funerall Sonnets. 


Two Latine Epitaphes: the one of M. Greene: the other of 
M. Fohn Harvey. 
A Sonnet of M. Spencer to M. Doctor Harvey. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Tus tract, mainly by Gabriel Harvey, was the provocation 
to Nash’s “Strange Newes’’; following it so immediately that 
some of the copies bear date in 1592, although others have 
1593 upon the title-page, which, for some reason not stated, 
was then altered. It seems probable that Nash did not think 
the connection between Harvey’s “ Four Letters” and his own 
‘“‘ Strange Newes” sufficiently obvious, and therefore, after a few 


copies had been issued, altered “ 


Strange Newes” to “The 
Apologie of Pierce Pennilesse” and ‘Four Letters confuted,”’ 
as 1t continued to be called. We have already reprinted the 
latter, and we now present the reader with the former. 

It will be seen that in it Harvey, in various places, notices 
and answers Nash’s “ Pierce Penniless’ Supplication to the 
Devil,” and without that production some of the allusions in 
‘Four Letters,’ now in the reader’s hands, are hardly intel- 
higible: we, therefore, propose very shortly to reproduce “ Pierce 
Penniless,” perhaps the most remarkable and popular publication 
of the kind in our language, from an edition (the second of six 
in the same year) which contains innumerable variations, some 
of them of considerable importance. ‘ Pierce Penniless’ Sup- 
plication” was indeed reprinted by the Shakespeare Society in 
1842 from the first impression, which the author afterwards saw 
reason to amend to the form in which it will appear in our 
pages. Of the emendations nobody has hitherto taken notice, 
with the exception of Nash’s introductory Epistle to his au- 


a 
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thorised printer, Abel Jeffes, complaining, among other things, 
of the manner in which the first edition had been hastily brought 
out by an unauthorised printer, Richard Jones. It was not our 
original intention to have reprinted “ Pierce Penniless”, but the 
“flyting” between Nash and Harvey would be so incomplete 
without it, that we have determined to insert it, employing for 
the purpose the copy of which no use has till now been made. 

We wish we could have given the whole series of tracts in 
the order in which they were originally issued; but as that was 
impossible, in consequence of the length and rarity of some of 
them, we shall, as formerly mentioned, accompany the last of 
them (Harvey’s rejoinder to Nash, in 1597, under the name of 
Litchfield, the Cambridge Barber) by a list in which the titles 
will be placed in the precise order in which they ought to be read 
(and perhaps bound) to be best understood and relished. The 
tract in the hands of the reader was provoked by Greene’s 
“Quip for an Upstart Courtier’, and by Nash’s “ Pierce 
Penniless’ Supplication to the Devil.” 

The last Sonnet in “‘ Four Letters’, etc., is by Spenser, and it 
was written six years before it was printed, Harvey in 1592 being 
naturally proud of the applauses of the author of“ The Fairy 
Queen.” They were of the same University ; and it is a singular 
fact, only lately ascertained, that in Dec. 1578 Spencer gave 
Harvey three books (‘ Bibl. Acct.,” 1, 381) one of which Harvey 
mentions in the ensuing pages. Thus Spenser may be said to 
have contributed in two different ways to the publication before 
us. Harvey began to print two years before Spenser’s “ The 


Shepherd’s Calendar” was published. 


dake 


EORArE COURTEOUS MINDS 


THAT WILL VOUCHSAFE THE READING 


M AY I crave pardon at this inftant, as well for enditinge 

that 1s unwoorthy to be publifhed, as for publifhing 

that was unworthy to be endited: I wil hereafter take precife 

order, either never to importune you more, or to follicite you 
Jor more efpectall caufe. I was firft exceeding loath to penne 
that ts written, albeit tn mine owne enforced defence, (for I 
make no difference betwene my deeref{t frends and my Selfe) 
and am now much loather to divulge that ts imprinted, albeit 
againft thofe whofe owne Pamphlets are readier to condemne 
them, then my Letters forwarde to accufe them. Vile ates 
would in fome refpectes rather be concealed then recorded, as 
the darkneffe of the night better fitteth the nature of fome 
unlucky birds, then the brightneffe of the day: and Hero- 
Jfiratus, in a villanous bravery affectinge a mofte notorious ‘ 
and monftrous Fame, was, in the cenfure of the wifeft judg- 


mentes, rather to be overwhelmed in the deepeft pitt of Obli- 
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vion, then to enjoy any relique or shadow of his owne 
defperate glory. But mere (although pitifully blafted, and 
how woefully faded !) frill flourifheth in the memory of fome 
greene wits, wedded to the wantonneffe of their owne fancy, 
and enamored uppon every new-fangled toy: and Pierce 
Pennyleffe (although the Divels Orator by profeffion, and his 
Dammes Poet by practice) in fuch a filufh of notable good 
fellowes, cannot poffibly want many to reade him, enough to 
excufe him, a few to commende him, fome to beleeve him, or 
to credite any that tickeleth the right veine, and feedeth the 
riotous humour of their licentious vanity. To ftop the begin- 
ning ts no bad purpofe, wher the end may prove perntitious 
or perillous. Venome ts venome, and will infect: when the 
Dragons head fpitteth poifon, what mifchiefe may lurke in 
the Dragon’s tail! If any difireffe be miferable, diffama- 
tion ts intollerable, efpecially to mindes that would rather 
deferve juft commendation, than be any way blemifhed 
with unjuft flaunder. They that ufe to [peake well of other, 
and endevour to do well themfelves (the defettes of difhability 
are not to be tmputed to endevour) would be fory to heare 
amiffe without caufe of complaint, or fufpition ; and he that, 
like a Lacedemontan or Romane, accounteth Infamy worfe 


then adcath, would be loath to emprove his courage, or to em- 
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ploy his patience in digeftinge the peftilent bane of his life. 
That 1s doone cannot de fatto be undone ; but I appeale to 
Wifedome, how difcreetely, and to Fuftice, how defervedly it 
7s done; and requeft the one to do us reafon in fhame of 
Linpudency, and befeech the other to do us right in reproach 
of Calumny. It was my intention fo to demeane my felfe in 
the whole, and fo to temper my Stile in every part, that I 
might neither feme blinded with affection, nor enraged with 
pafion ; nor partiall to frend, nor prejudiciall to enemy ; nor 
mgurious to the worft, nor offenfive to any; but mildely and 
calmely fhew how difcredite reboundeth upon the autors, as 
aduft fiyeth back into the wags eyes, that will nedes be puffing 
wt up. Which tf I have altogether attained, without the 
leaft overfight of diftempered phrafe, I am the gladder ; if 
failed in fome few incident termes, (what tounge or pen 
may not flpp in heat of adifcourse ?) I hope a little will not 
greatly breake the fquare, either of my good meaning with 
humanity, or of your good acceptation with indifferency. 
Favour is a courteous Reader, and a gratious Patron; and 
no man loveth favour wher zt ts to be loved, or honoureth it 
where tt 1s to be honoured, more affectionatly then I; yet here 
I netther defire favour toward lovingeft frend, nor wifh dis- 
favour toward [pitcfulleft foe, but only requeft reafon toward 
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both: and fo briefly recommend both to your forefaid in- 


differency, as to an equall ballance of upright judgment. 


London: this 16. of September. 
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Your thankeful dettour, G. H. 


et eel RS ese lees Re 


Lo the worfhipfull, my very good frend M. Emma- 
nucll Demetrius, at his houfe by the Church 
an Limeftreete, in London. 


ASTER DEMETRIUS, I earneftly commend 
this bearer, M. Doctor Harvey, my good frend, 
unto you, being a very excellent general Schol- 
ler, who is defirous of your acquaintance and 

friendfhip, efpecially for the fight of fome of your antiquities 

and monuments: and alfo for some conference touching 
the ftate of forraine countries, as your leifure may con- 
veniently ferve. You fhall affuredly find the Gentleman 
very honeft and thankefull, and me ready to reacquite 
your courtefie and favour to him fo fhewen, in that I poffibly 
may. And fo with the remembrance of my harty recom- 
mendations, with like thankes for your two letters of for- 
reine news, received the laft weeke, I committe you to the 
protection of the Almighty. Walden, this 29th of Auguft, 


1592. 


Your loving frend, Chriftopher Bird. 


In fteed of other novels, I fende you my opinion, in a 
plaine but true Sonnet, upon the famous new worke, in- 
tituled, A Quzppe for an upstart Courter; or, forfooth, A 
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quaint Difpute betweene Velvet-breeches and Cloth-breeches : 
as fantafticall and fond a Dialogue as I have feene; and, 
for fome particulars, one of the moft licentious and intol- 
lerable Invectives that ever I read: wherein the leawd fel- 
low, and impudent rayler, in an odious and desperate 
moode, without any caufe or reafon, amongft fondry other 
perfons notorioufly deffamed, moft fpitefully and villanoufly 
abufeth an auncient neighbour of mine, one M. Harvey, a 
right honeft man, of good reckoninge ; and one that above 
twenty yeres fince bare the chiefeft office in Walden with 
good credite, and hath mainetained foure fonnes, in Cam- 
bridge and elfe where, with great charges ; all fufficiently 
able to aunfweare for themfelves ; and three (in fpite of 
fome few Greenes) univerfally well reputed in both Uni- 
verfities, and through the whole Realme. Whereof one 
returning ficke from Norwich to Linne, in July laft, was 
paft fence of any fuch malicious injury, before the publica- 
tion of that vile Pamphlet. Lzvor poft fata quiefcat: et 
bene a fingulis audiant, qui omnibus volunt bene. 


A DUE COMMENDATION OF THE QUIPPING AUTOR. 


Greene the Connycatcher, of this Dreame the autor, 
For his dainty devife deferveth the hauter. 

A rakehell, a makeshift, a feribling foole ; 

A famous bayard in Citty and Schoole : 

Now ficke as a dog, and ever braine fick, 

Where fuch a razing and defperate Dick ? 

Sir reverence, a fcurvy Master of Art, 
Aunfweared inough with a Doctors fart. 

He fcornes other Aunfweare: and Envy Salutes 
With fho[r\test vowels and with longest mutes. 
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for farther triall himfelf he referres 

Lo proofe and sound judgement that seldome erres. 
Now, good Robin-good-fellow, and gentle Greenefleeves, 
Give him leave to be quiet that none aggreeves. 


Miferrima Fortuna, que caret inimico. 


UG EL eso CON al bei h Bh Re 


Lo my loving frend, Maifter Chriftopher Bird 
of Walden. 


MAISTER BIRD, in the absence of M. Demetrius I de- 
livered your letter unto his wife, whome I found very 
courteous. My next busineffe was to enquire after the 
famous Author, who was reported to lye dangeroufly ficke 
in a shoemakers houfe near Dow-gate, not of the plague, 
or the pocke, as a gentleman faide, but ot -4° qurietvot 
picklet herringe and rennish wine, or, as fome fuppofe, of 
an exceeding feare. For in his extreameft want he offered 
ten, or, rather then fail, twenty fhillinges to the printer (a 
huge fom with him at that inftant), to leave out the matter 
of the three brothers, with confeffion of his great feare to 
be called Coram for thofe forged imputations. A con- 
fcious mind and undaunted hart feldome dwell together: 
hee was not the firft that bewrayed and punifhed his owne 
R 
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cuiltines with blufhing for fhame, or trembling for dread, 
or drouping for woe. Many can heape mifery inough 
uppon their owne heads, and neede no more pénalty but 
their owne contrition, and the cenfure of other. _I would 
not wifhe a fworne enimie to bee more bafely valued, or 
more vilely reputed, then the common voice of the citie 
efteemeth him that fought fame by diffamation of other, 
but hath utterly difcredited himfelfe, and is notorioufly 
grown a very proverbe of infamy and-contempt. I little 
delight in the rehearfall of fuch paltrye: but who like 
Elderton for ballating, Greene for pamphletting ; both for 
good-fellowfhip and bad conditions? Rayling was the 
ypocras of the drunken rimefter, and Quipping the marche- 
pane of the madde libeller. They fcape faire that go fcot- 
free in fuch sawcy reckoninges: I have knowne fome, read 
of many, and heard of more, that wantonly quipped other 
and foundly nipped themfelves. The hoatteft bloud of 
choller may be cooled; and as the fierceft fury of wild-fire, 
fo the fierceft wild-fire of fury confumeth it felfe. How- 
beit a common mifchiefe would be prevented; and it ge- 
nerally concerneth all, and particularly behooveth every 
one, to looke about him when he heareth the belles ringing 
backward, and feeth the fire running forward, and beholdeth 
even Death in perfon fhooting his peremptory boltes. You 
understand me without a gloffe; and here is matter inough 
for a new civill war, or fhall I fay for a new Troyan Siedge, 
if this poore letter fhould fortune to come in print. 

I deale directly, and will plainly tell you my fancy, if 
Titius continue to upbraid Caius with every thing and no- 
thing. I neither name MJartin-mar-prelate, nor thame 
Papp wyth a hatchet, nor mention any other but Elderton 


and Greene ; two notorious mates, and the very ringleaders 
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of the riming and fcribbling crew. 


II 


But Titius, or rather 
Zoilus, in his fpitefull vaine, will fo long flurt at Homer; 
and Therfites, in his peevifh moode, fo long fling at Aga- 
memnon, that they will become extremely odious and in- 


tollerable to all good learning and civill governement ; and 
in attempting to pull downe or difgrace other without 
order, muft needes finally overthrow themfelves without 
relief. Oratours have challenged a fpeciall liberty, and 


Poets claimed an abfolute licence ; but no liberty without 


boundes, nor any licence without limitation. Invectives by 
favour have bene too bolde, and Satyres by ufurpation 


too-prefumptuous. 


I overpaffe Archilochus, Ariftophanes, 


Lucian, Julian, Aretine, and that whole venemous and 


viperous brood of old and new railers, 


Even Tully and 


Horace otherwhiles over-reched ; and I must needs say, 
Mother Hubbard, in heat of choller, forgetting the pure 
fanguine of her fweete Feary Queene, wilfully over-fhot her 
malecontented felfe, as elfewhere I have fpecified at large, 
with the good leave of unfpotted friendthipp. Examples in 
fome ages doe exceeding-much hurt: Salluft and Clodius 
learned of Tully to frame artificial declamations and pa- 
theticall Inveétives againft Tully himfelfe, and other worthy 
members of that most-flourifhing ftate: if Mother Hubbard, 
in the vaine of Chawcer, happen to tel one canicular tale, 
father Elderton and his fon Greene, in the vaine of Skelton 
or Scoggin, will counterfeit an hundred dogged fables, 
libles, calumnies, flaunders, lies for the whetftone, what 
not; and moft currifhly fnarle and bite where they fhould 


moft kindly fawne and licke. 
daungerous, but fuch publike enormities incredibly per- 


Every private exceffe is 
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nitious and infuportable: and who can tell what huge out- 
rages might amount of fuch quarrellous and tumultuous 
causes? Honour is precious: worfhip of value; fame in- 
valuable. They perilloufly threaten the Commonwealth 
that goe about to violate the inviolable partes thereof: 
many will fooner loofe their lives then the leaft jott of 
their reputation. Lord! what mortall feudes, what furious 
combats, what cruell bloudfhed, what horrible flaughter- 
dome, have bene committed for the point of honour and 
fome few courtly ceremonies! ‘Though meaner persons do 
not fo highly overprise their credite, yet who taketh not 
difcourtefie unkindly, or flaunder displeafingly ? For mine 
owne part, Iam to make an use of my adverfaries abufe, 
and will endevour to reforme any default where of I may 
juftly or probably be empeached. Some emulation hath 
already done me good, both for fupply of great imperfec- 
tions, and for encreafe of {mall perfections @3lshave ane 
who hath not, found it better to be tickled and ftinged of 
a bufy ennemy, then to be coyed and lulled of an idle 
frend. 

Plutarch is gravely wife, and Macchiavell fubtilly poli- 
tike ; but in either of them what founder or finer piece of 
cunning, then to reape commodity by him that feeketh my 
difpleafure, and to play upon the advauntage of his detec- 
tion of my infirmities? Other cavilling, or mote-fpying 
malice, confoundeth itfelfe ; and I continue my accuftomed 
fimplicity, to aunfwere vanity with filence, though, perad- 
venture, not without daunger of inviting a newe injury, by 
intertaining an old. Patience hath trained mee to pocket- 
up more hainous indignities, and even to digeft an age of 
iron. They that can doe little muft be contented to fuffer 
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much. My betters neede not take it grievoufly to be 
taunted or reproched in that booke, where Saint Peter and 
Chrift himfelfe are Lucianically and fcoffingly alleadged ; 
the one for begging, the other for graunting a foolifh 
boone, (pretended ever fince the fatall deftiny of the gentle 
crafte). Some men will have their {wing and their bugges- 
wordes, though it be againft all Gods-forbid; and what 
Cefars might, or Catoes integrity, or what Saints devotion 
can ftop fuch mouths? Yet neither themfelves the better, 
nor other the worfe, that depend not on their allowance, 
but rely on their owne juftification, and defire to confute 
their impudency not with words, but with deeds. Howbeit 
I am not to prejudice my Brother alive, or to fmoother the 
wrong offered to my Brother deceafed, or to tollerate the 
leaft diffamation of my good Father, whome no illwiller 
could ever touch with any difhonefty or difcredite in any 
fort. Nothing more deere or ineftimable then a mans good 
name; and albeit I contemne fuch pelting injuries, vainely 
devifed againft my felfe, yet am I not to neglect fo intoller- 


able a wrong, fo notorioufly publifhed againft them. There. 


is law for defperateft outlaws, and order for moft diforderly 
fellowes: they that cannot governe themfelves muft bee 
ruled by other, and pay for their folly. 

Whiles I was thus, or to like effecte, refolving with my 
felfe, and difcourfing with fome fpeciall frendes, not onely 
writing unto you, I was fuddainely certified that the king 
of the paper ftage (fo the gentleman tearmed Greene) had 
played his laft part, and was gone to Tarleton: whereof I 
proteft I was nothing glad, as was expected, but unfainedly 
fory ; aswell becaufe I could have wifhed he had taken his 
leave with a more charitable farewell, as alfo becaufe I was 
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was in many dueties to tender. 
witt, that could take delight to difcover knaveries, or were 
a fitte perfon to augment the hiftory of connycatchers, O 
Lord! what a pregnant occafion were here prefented, to 
difplay leaud vanity in his lively coullours, and to decipher 
the very mifteries of that bafe arte. 
not woorth the naming: he, they fay, was the Monarch of 
Crosbiters, and the very Emperour of Shifters. 

I was altogether unacquainted with the man, and never 
once faluted him by name: but who in London hath not 
heard of his diffolute and licentious living; his fond dif- 
cuifinge of a Mafter of Arte with ruffianly hair, unfeemely 
apparell, and more unfeemelye company ; his vain glorious 
and Thrafonicall bravinge; his piperly extemporizing and 
Tarletonizing ; his apifhe counterfeiting of every ridiculous 
and absurd toy; his fine coofening of juglers, and finer 
jugling with coofeners ; hys villainous cogging and foifting ; 
his monftrous fwearinge and horrible forfwearing ; his im- 
pious profaning of facred texts; his other fcandalous and 
blafphemous ravinge; his riotous and outragious furfeit- 
inge; his continuall fhifting of lodginges; his plaufible 
mufteringe and banquetinge of royfterly acquaintaunce at 
his firt comminge; his beggarly departing in every hof- 
tiffes debt ; his infamous reforting to the Bankfide, Shor- 
ditch, Southwarke, and other filthy haunts; his obfcure 
lurkinge in bafeft corners; his pawning of his fword, 
cloake, and what not, when money came fhort; his im- 
pudent pamphletting, phantafticall interluding, and defper- 
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deprived of that remedy in law that I entended againft 
him, in the behalfe of my father, whofe honeft reputation I 
Yet.to fomerconceited 


Petty coofeners are 


ate libelling, when other cozening fhifts failed ; his imploy- 
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ince of Ball (furnamed Cuttinge Ball) till he was inter- 
cepted at Tiborne, to leavy a crew of his truftieft compa- 
nions to guarde him in daunger of arrefts; his keping of 
the aforefaid Ball’s fitter, a forry ragged queane, of whome 
hee had his bafe fonne, Jufortunatus Greene, his forfaking 
of his owne wife, too honeft for fuch a nananta ? particulars 
are infinite ; his contemning of fuperiours, deriding of other, 
and defying of all good order. 

Compare bafe fellowes and noble men together, and 
what in a manner wanted he of the ruffianly and variable 
nature of Catiline or Antony, but the honourable fortunes 
of Catiline and Antony? They that have feen much more 
than I have heard (for fo I am credibly infourmed) can re- 
late ftraunge, and almoft incredible, comedies of his mon- 
{trous difpofition, wherewith I am not to infeé the air, or 
defile this paper. There be inough and inough fuch hif- 
tories, both dead and living, though youth be not cor- 
rupted, or age accloyed with his Legendary. Truel hal 
have been afhamed to heare fome afcert tayned reportes of 
hys moft woeful and rafcall eftate : how the wretched fellow, 
or fhall I fay the Prince of Beggars, laid all to gage for 
fome few fhillings ; and was attended by lice; and would 
pittifully beg a penny pott of Malmfie; and could not cet 
any of his old acquaintance to comfort or vifite him in his 
extremity, but Miftris Appleby, and the mother of Infor- 
tunatus. Alas! even his fellow-writer, a proper yong man 
if advifed in time, that was a principall stele atsthat fatall 
banquet of pickle herring (I fpare his name, and in fome 
reipectes with him well), came never more at him ; but 
either would not, or happily could not, performe the duty 
of an affectionate and faithfull frend. The poore Cord- 
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wainers wife was his onely nurfe, and the mother of Infor- 
tunatus hys fole companion, but when Miftriffe Abbleby 
came, as much to expoftulate injuries with her, as to vifit 
him. God help good fellows when they cannot help them- 
felves! flender reliefe in the predicament of privations and 
feigned habits. Miferable man, that muft perifh, or be 
fuccoured by counterfeit or impotent fupplies ! 

I once bemoned the decayed and blafted eftate of M. 
Gafcoigne, who wanted not fome commendable parts of 
conceit and endevour; but unhappy M. Gafccigne, how 
lordly happy in comparifon of moft-unhappy M. Greene! 
He never envyed me fo much as I pittied him from my 
hart ; efpecially when his hoftiffe fam, with teares in her 
cies, and fighes from a deeper fountaine (for fhe loved him 
deerly) told me of his lamentable begging of a penny pott 
of Malmefey and) {irreverence ee lowfy he and the mo-. 
ther of Infortunatus were (I would her furgeon found her 
no worfe then lowfy); and how he was faine, poore foule, 
to borrow her husbands fhirte, whiles his owne was a wath- 
ing; and how his dublet, and hofe, and fword, were fold for 
three fhillinges; and befide the charges of his winding 
{heet, which was foure fhillinges, and the charges of hys 
buriall yefterday, in the New-churchyard nere Bedlam, 
which was fix fhillinges and fourepence, how deeply hee 
was indebted to her poore husbande, as appeered by hys 
own bonde of tenne poundes, which the good woman 
kindly kindly fhewed me, and befeeched me to read the 
writting beneath ; which was a letter to his abandoned wife, 
in the behalfe of his gentle hoft, not fo fhort as persuafible 
in the beginning, and pittifull in the ending. 
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Doll, I charge thee by the love of our youth, and by my 
Joules reft, that thou wilte fee this man paide; for if hee 
and his wife had not fuccoured me, [ had died in the ftreetes, 

ROBERT GREENE. 


Oh, what notable matter were here for a greene head, or 
Lucianical conceit, that would take pleafure in the paine 
of fuch forry diftreffed creatures! whofe afflifted cafe, to 
every charitable or compaffionate mind, cannot but feeme 
moft commiferable ; if not for their owne caufe, yet for 
God's fake, who deferveth infinitely of them whome he 
acquitteth, not according to judgement, but according to 
mercy. I rather hope of the deade, as I wifh to the livinge, 
that grace might finally abound where wickedneffe did 
overflow; and that Chrift in his divine goodneffe fhoulde 
miraculoufly forgive the man, that in his divelifh badnefs 
blafphemoufly reviled God. The dead bite not; and I am 
none of thofe that bite the dead. When I begin to con- 
flict with ghoftes, then looke for my confutation of his 
fine Quzppe, or Quaint Difpute, whome his fweete hottiffe, 
for a tender farewell, crowned with a garland of bayes, to 
shew that a tenth Mufe honoured him more being deade, 
then all the nine honoured him alive. 

I know not whether Skelton, Elderton, or fome like 
flourifhing poet were fo enterred: it was his owne re- 
queft, and his nurfe’s devotion; and happily fome of his 
favourites may imitate the example. One that wifhed 
him a better lodging then in a poore journeymans houfe, 
and a better grave then in that churchyard in Bedlam, 
hatheperiourmed: as little. peece: of asgreaters ducty toma 
Laureat, hoet: 


By. 
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Here lies the man, whome Miftriffe [fam crown’d with bayes ; 
Shee, fhee that joyde to heare her Nightingales fweete layes. 


Which an other no fooner read, but he immediatly fub- 
fcribed, as fpeaking to the ignorant paffenger, 


Heere Bedlam ts; and heere a Poet garifn, 


Gatly bedeck’d, like forehorfe of the parifh. 


Other epitaphes and funerall devotions I am promifed by 
fome, that deepely affect infpired bardes and the adopted 
fonnes of the Mufes: but you may imagine I have fmal 
fuperfluity of leyfure to entend fuch bufineffe, and yet no- 
thing, of frend or foe, can be unwelcome unto mee that 
favoureth of witte, or relifheth of humanity, or tafteth of 
any good. In the meane, as ever before for a generall de- 
fence, fo ftill for a fpeciall apology, I) refememmn (ere 
every indifferent judgement, and prefume they will conceive 
well, that perceive no ill. Charity recommendeth favour to 
fuperiours; amity to equalls; and good-will to all, that 
either reverence divinity, or regarde humanity. Friendes 
have affection, and the wifer fort reafon, to value men, not 
by others report, but by their owne defert, or probable 
hope; which I would willingly nourifh, as I honeftly may, 
till it fhall pleafe God to affoord fome convenient occafion 
of more aétuall proofe. And as for envy or hatred to any 
party, I did ever abhorre them both; and I imagine there 
is not any that either more refolutely difdayneth the one, 
or more peremptorily detefteth the other ; as perhaps may 
yer long vifibly appeere, if fome other requifites concurre 
with my intention, or fall-out aunfwearable to my expecta- 
tion. Promife is debt; and I hadde rather perfourme then 
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promife any thinge, but a minde defirous to pleafure 
frendes, to reconcile foes, to difpleafe fewe, to difpleafure 
none. 

They that have little elfe to winne or continue credite 
had neede have humanity, in fupply of other defe&tes. Let 
the worlde deale with fimple men as it pleafeth; I loath to 
be odious to any, and would be loth to bee tedious to you. 
The next weeke you may happily have a letter of fuch 
French occurrences, and other intelligences, as the credible 
relation of inquifitive frendes, or imployed {traungers, fhall 
acquaint me withal. That moft valorous and brave king 
wanteth no honourable prayfes, or zealous prayers. Re- 
doubted Parma was never fo matched; and in fo many 
woorthy hiftories, afwell new as olde, how few comparable 
either for vertue or fortune? The Spanyard, politique 
inough, and not over-rafhly audatious, will bee advifed be- 
fore he entangle himfelfe with more warres attonce; know- 
ing how the brave Earle of Effex, woorthy Sir John Norrice, 
and their valiant knightes, have fought for the honour of 
England, and for the right of Fraunce, of the Low coun- 
tries, and of Portugal. Thrice happy Fraunce, though how 
unhappy France, that haft fuch a foveraine head, fuch re- 
folute hartes, and fuch invincible hands to fight for thee; 
that will either recover thee moft mightily, or die for thee 
moft honourably! Were I of fufficient difcourfe to record 
the valiaunteft and memorablett a¢tes of the world, I would 
count it a felicity to have the oportunity of fo egregious 
and heroical an argument; not pleafurably devifed in 
counterfaite names, but admirably reprefefted to the eie of 
France, and the eare of the world, in the perfons of royall 
and moft puiffant knightes, how fingularlie worthy of moft 
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glorious and immortal fame! Gallant wits, and” brave 
pennes, may honorably bethinke themfelves; and even 
ambitiouflye frame their ftyle to a noble emulation of Livy, 
Homer, and the divineft fpirits of all ages. I return to my 
private bufineffe. Good Maifter Bird, commende me to my 
good friendes, and fare you heartely wel. London: this 
5,01 September, | 
Your ever affured: Gabriel Harvey. 


THE THIRD] UE is 


To every Reader, favourable or indifferently 
affected. 


ALBEIT for thefe twelve or thirteene yeares no man hath 
bene more loth, or more fcrupulous, then my felfe to underlie 
the cenfure of every curious conceit or rigorous judgement 
that pretendeth a deepe infight in the perfections of wits and 
{tiles, insomuch that even actions of filence and patience 
have beene commenced againft me; and although | ftll 
dwel in the fame opinion, that nothing would be committed 
to a publike view, that is not exactly laboured both for 
matter and manner, and that importeth not fome notable 
ufe to one or other effectuall purpose; yet partlie the 
vehemente importunity of fome affectionate friends, and 
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partly mine own tender regard of my father’s and my 
brother's good reputation, have fo forcibly overruled me, 
that I have finally condefcended to their paffionate motion, 
and in an extraordinarie cafe have refpectively yeelded my 
confent to an extraordinarie courfe: which I would un- 
partially commend to the reafonable allowance of every 
indifferent perufer that carrieth courtefie in his tongue, or 
honefty in his hart. For mine own injury, the more I con- 
fider the lefs I eftimate the fame, as one born to fuffer, and 
made to contemne injuries. He that in his youth flattered 
not himfelfe with the exceeding commendations of fome 
ereateft fcholers in the world, cannot at thefe yeares either 
be difcouraged with mifreporte, or daunted with miffortune. 
A premeditate and refolute minde lightly fhaketh off the 
heavieft croffes of malice,and eafely paffeth over a thoufande 
erievances with a {mile. Some have learned of Reafon, fome 
of Philofophy, fome of History, fome of Divinitie, fome of 
Experience, fome of all, to endure patiently whatfoever 
befalleth, and even to make the cruelleft paine pleafant, as 
fome make the fweteft pleafure painefull. I had rather 
name Titius or Sempronius, then my felfe; but the urgent 
entreaty of friends, and your eager expectation, have 
fuddainely obtained that, which no perfonall empeach- 
ment, or real enforcement, could in many yeeres extort. 
Howbeit I fhall hardly content them to fatiffy you, that 
am neither to offend any but in cafe of notoriety, nor to 
defend my felfe but'in cafelof neceffity, or honefty. If any 
have charged mee, or do charge mee with infufiiciency, I 
confefse ; perfection is no common gifte: if with ignorance, 
I graunt; many feeme, fewe are learned: if with fimplicity, 
I yeeld ; wondrous wittes are rare birdes : if with ill lucke, 
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I deny not; good lucke is not everie mans lotte ; yet who 
ever hearde me complaine of ill lucke, or once fay, Fortune 
my foe? But inthe plainneffe of my nature, and fimplicitie 
of my [hlJart, I can eafely defie the proudeft that dareth cal 
my credite in queftion, or accufe me of any difhoneft or 
{candelous part, either in deede or in word. Many thinges 
are made offenfive in the handling that are tollerable 
inough in their owne nature; or fie on an odious circum- 
{taunce, where the fubftance it felfe might be more gratious ! 
Letters may bee privately written, that would not bee pub- 
licly divulged. I was then yong in yeares, fresh in courage, 
greene in experience, and, as the manner is, fomewhat 
overweening in conceit ; and for variety of ftudy, and fome 
deeper intelligence in the affayres of the world : otherwhiles 
reading invectives and fatyres, artificially amplifyed in the 
moft exaggerate and hyperbolicall kinde, I could hardly 
refraine from difcoveringe fome little part of my reading. 
I had curioufly laboured fome exact and exquifite poynts 
of ftudy and practife, and greatly mifliked the prepofterous 
and untoward courfes of divers good wits, ill directed: 
there wanted not fome fharpe undeferved difcourtefies to 
exafperate my minde. Shall I touch the ulcer? it is no 
fuch myfterye, but it may be revealed: I was fuppofed not 
unmeet for the Oratorfhip of the Univerfity, which in that 
{pring of mine age, for my exercife and credite, I earneftly 
affected ; but mine owne modeft petition, my friendes dili- 
gent labour, our High Chauncellor’s moft-honourable and 
extraordinarye commendation, were all peltingly defeated 
by a fhy practife of the olde Fox, whofe acts and monu- 
mentes shall never dye. Some like accidents of diflike, for 
brevity I overflip : young bloud is hot; youth hafty ; in- 
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genuity open ; abufe impatient ; cholar ftomachous ; temp- 
tations bufie; the invective vaine, a ftyrring and tickling 
vaine; the fatyrical humour, a puffinge and fwellinge 
humour : conceit penneth, leifure perufeth, and courtefy 
commendeth many needleffe difcourfes; idleneffe, the 
greateft author and variableft reader in the world: fome 
familiar friendes pricked me forward, and JI, neither fearing 
daunger, nor fufpecting ill meafure (poore credulity fone 
beguiled) was not unwilling to content them, to delight a 
few other, and to avenge or fatisfie my felfe, after the 
manner of fhrewes, that cannot otherwife eafe their curft 
hearts but by their owne tongues and their neighbours 
eares. 

Seignior /immerito (for that name will be remembred) 
was then, and is ftill, my affectionate friend; one that 
could very wel abide Gafcoigne’s Steele Glasse, and that 
{toode equallie indifferent to either part of the ftate de- 
monftrative: many communications and writings may 
fecretlie paffe betweene fuch, even for an exercife of {peech 
and ftile, that are not otherwife convenient to be difclosed : 
it was the finifter hap of thofe infortunate letters to fall into 
the left hands of malicious enemies or undifcreete friends, 
who adventured to imprint in earneft that was {cribled in 
jeft (for the moody fit was foone over), and requited their 
private pleafure with my publike difpleafure: oh ! my in- 
eftimable and infinite difpleafure. 

When there was no remedie but melancholy patience, 
and the fharpeft parte of those unlucky letters had been 
over-read at the Councell Table, I was advifed, by certaine 
honourable and divers worfhipfull perfons, to interpreate 
my intention in more expreffe terms; and thereupon dif- 
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courfed every particularitie by way of articles or pofitions, 
in a large Apology of my dutifull and entier affection to 
that flourifhing Universitie, my deere mother; which 
Apology, with not fo few as forty fuch academicall exerciies, 
and fundry other politique difcourfes, I have hitherto sup- 
preffed, as unworthie the view of the bufie world, or the 
entertainement of precious time: but peradventure thefe 
extraordinarie provocations may work extraordinarilie in 
me; and though not in paffion, yet in conceit, fturre me 
up, to publifh many traicts and difcourfes, that in certaine 
confiderations I meant ever to conceale, and to dedicate 
unto none but unto obfcure darknefs, or famous Vulcane. 
It were pittie, but wonderous wits (give enemies their due) 
fhoulde become more woondrous by comparifon: con- 
ference maketh excellent things appeare more admirable ; 
and I am fo far from being a Saturnift by nature, or a 
Stoick by difcipline, that I can eafily frame a certain 
pleafurable delight unto my felfe, by miuniftring fome 
matter unto them, that now are faine to make fomething 
of nothing, and wittily to plaie with their own fhadowes. 
It goeth fomewhat hard in my harfh legend, when the 
Father of Muficke muft be mocked, not Tubulcain, as he 
miftearmeth him, but Tuball, whom Genefis vouchfafeth 
honourable mention; and the hexameter verfe flouted, 
whereof neither Homer in Greek, nor Virgil in Latin, (how 
valourous autors!) nor Alexander in conqueft, nor Au- 
cuftus in majefty, (how puiffaunt princes!) were afhamed; 
but accompted it the onely gallant trumpet of brave and 
heroicall acts. And I wis the Englifh is nothing too good to 
imitate the Greek or Latin, or other eloquent languages, 
that honour the hexameter as the Soveraigne of verfes, and 
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the High Controwler of Rhimes. If 1 never deferve anye 
better remembraunce, let mee rather be epitaphed the /y- 
ventour of the Englifh Hexameter, whom learned M. Stani- 
hurft imitated in his Vzrg7//, and excellent Sir Philip Sidney 
difdained not to follow in his Arcadia, and elfewhere, then 
be chronicled the Greene Maifter of the Blacke Arte, or the 
Founder of ugly oathes, or the Father of misbegotten 
Infortunatus, or the Scrivener of Crofsbiters, or, as one of 
his own fectaries termed him, the Patriarch of Shifters. 
Happy man I, if thefe two be my hainoufeft crimes and 
deadlieft finnes: to bee the inventour of the Englifh hexa- 
meter, and to bee orderly clapt in the Fleete for the fore- 
faid letters; where he that faw mee, faw mee at Conftan- 
tinople. 

Indeed Sir James Croft (whome I never touched with 
the leaft tittle of detraétions) was cunningly incenfed, and 
reincenfed againft mee, but at laft pacified by the volun- 
tary mediation of my honourable favourers, M. Secretary 
Wilfon, and Sir Walter Mildmay ; unrequefted by any line 
of my hand, or any woord of my mouth. Neither did I 
otherwife folicite or intreate Sir James, till I had affured 
notice of his better fatisfa€tion ; when I writte unto him, as 
became mee, in refpective and dutiful fort, not for feare of 
any daunger, but for love of honourable favour. Which 
letters, albeit not fo ceremoniouflie pleafing as effectually 
contenting, the wife knight not only received courteoufly, 
but accepted favourable, and commended honourablye ; 
and for my felfe earneftly affirmed, I was firft wronged by 
other, and then miftaken by him, but now found another 
man then I was fuppofed. 

As for my old Controuler, Doctor Perne (for he indeed 
D 
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was the man that otherwhiles flattered me exceedingly, 
otherwhiles overthwarted me crofly, alwaies played faft and 
loofe with me), he was old enough to aunfwer for himfelfe, 
and fhould not bee defended by him. Onely he wifhed 
me to proceede lovingly with the Univerfity, howsoever I 
dealt with that Doctor. And that was all the Fleeting 
that ever I felt, faving that an other company of fpeciale 
good fellowes (whereof he was none of the meaneft that 
bravely threatned to conjure-upp one which fhould maf- 
facre Martin’s wit, or fhould be lambackd himfelf with ten 
yeares’ provifion) would needs forfooth verye courtly per- 
swade the Earle of Oxforde, that fomething in thofe letters, 
and namely, the Wirrour of Tuscantsmo, was palpably in- 
tended againft him; whofe noble Lordefhip,I proteft, I never 
meante to difhonour with the leaft prejudicial word of my 
tongue or pen, but ever kept a mindfull reckoning of many 
bounden duties toward the-same: since in the prime of his 
gallanteft youth hee beftowed Angels upon me in Chriftes 
Colledge in Cambridge, and otherwife voutfafed me many 
eratious favours, at the affectionate commendation of my 
cofen M. Thomas Smith, the fonne of Sir Thomas, shortly 
after Colonel of the Ardes in Ireland. But the noble Earle, 
not difposed to trouble his joviall mind with fuch Saturnine 
paltery ftile, continued, like his magnificent felfe: and that 
Fleeting alfo proved, like the other, a filly bullbeare, a forry 
puffe of winde, a thing of nothing. 

But a {trong imagination pierceth deepely, and the paper 
Fleete will not bee fo aunfwered. Jefu! what would fuch 
notable fellowes write, or rather would they not write, if 
they could probably fay, or fantaftically furmize by me, as 
I can evidently prove by them? But I seeke not the con- 
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demnation of the deade, or the difgrace of the living, but 
the good amendement of the one by the naughty example 
of the other. And, for mine own farther juftification in the 
premiffes or otherwife, I had rather my larger writings and 
other actions fhould plead for mee, then this, or any 
flighte letter; wherein I am not to infourme pregnant 
conceits, that may imagine more by a little, or to addreffe 
any peece of mine own hiftory, though wifer men, in cafe 
of unworthy reproch, have not made nice to undertake 
their own defence, and even to labour their own commen- 
dation. The plaufible examples of Tully, Cato, Marius, 
Scipio, divers fuch vertuous Romans, and fundry excellent 
Greekes, are famoufly knowen, but not greatly fit for every 
mannes imitation. Were other of my difpofition, fmall 
time fhould be loft in avenging or debating verball injuries, 
efpecially to my felfe, who can verie well fuffer poore fpite 
to fhoote at me, and to hitte himselfe; and fometime 
{mile at the filly flie, that will needs martyr it felfe in my 
candle. But me thinkes the wildeft head and defperateft 
mind fhould confider, they that fpeak il must not looke to 
heare well; the worlde is not given to pocket up infamies. 
Who cannot returne-home a quippe, or requite one libell 
with another ? 

Nothing more common in bookes, or more readye in 
mouths, than the invective vaine, and the whole art of 
railing: fome fchollers have choyce of nimble pennes, and 
{mooth tongues at commandement; and there was a time 
when, peradventure, I coulde fpeake with them that talked 
with me: though the cafe be altered, and I now none of the 
haftieft to ftrive for thofe bucklers, yet a general, a special, 
a glowing, a piercing indignitie, may rekindle fome little 
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fparkes of courage ; and affection wil be affection, though 
not in proper revenge, yet the common duetie. 1am not 
to difpute the nature of force, or the force of nature: who 
knoweth not how violently force provoketh force, or how 
mightilie nature worketh in compatible natures? But how 
far public objections, or famous imputations, require pub- 
lic aunfwers ; or how insufficient the formalleft judiciall 
remedy in any one Court may seeme, in cafe of a printed 
diffamation, that with the wings of mallice in fome, of 
envie in more, and of levity in moft, flieth through the 
realme and over the fea, be it indifferentlie decided by 
everie difcreete judgement or reafonable confideration ; 
efpecially when the guiltie part[y] is deceafed, and the in- 
jury not the leffe, but the more notorious. The beft is, the 
perfons abufed are not altogether unknowen, they have 
not fo evell a neighbour that ever reade or hearde, thofe 
opprobrious (it is too-mild a name for my brother Richardes 
moft abhominable Legend, who frameth himfelfe to live as 
chaftely as the leawde writer affected to live beaftly) but 
hath prefentlie broken out into fome fuch earneft, or more 
paffionate fpeeches. O, peftilent knavery! whoever heard 
fuch arrant forgeries and rank lies? A mad world, where 
fuch fhameful ftuffe is bought and sould ; and where fuch 
roifterly varlets may be fuffered to play upon whome they 
luft, and how they lutft. 

Is this Greene with the running head and the fcribling 
hand, that never linnes putting-forth new, newer, and 
newest bookes of the maker? If his other bookes bee as 
holefome geere as this, no marvaile though the gay-man 
conceive trimlie of himfelfe, and ftatelye fcorn all befides 
Greene: vile Greene! would thou weareft halfe so honeft as 
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the worft of the foure whom thou upbraideft, or halfe fo 
learned as the unlearnedft of the three! Thanke other 
for thy borrowed and filched plumes of fome little Italian- 
ated bravery, and what remaineth but flat impudencie 
and groffe detra¢tion, the proper ornaments of thy sweete 
utterance ? 

I alleadge not mine owne inventions (who cannot forget 
the two Athenian Temples of Impudencie and Calumnie 
when I remember him.) I could nominate the gentlemen, 
and fubftantiall yeoman, gentlemens fellowes, that uttered 
much more by his life, and can hardly forbeare him fince 
his death: and who of acquaintance with him, or them 
whome hee depraveth, could either partiallie excufe the 
one, or reafonablie accufe the other. Their lives effectually 
fpeake for themfelves; and he that lived not to see nine 
and twentie yeares, died not till the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge had beftowed upon him a grace to bee a doctor of 
his faculty, and till hee was reputed in Norfolk, where he 
practifed phyficke, a proper toward man, and as {kilfula 
phyfition, for his age, as ever came there: how well beloved 
of the chiefeft gentlemen and gentlewomen in that fhire, 
themfelves teftifie. That his gone to heaven cannot be re- 
covered on earth; it is our comfort that he lived in good 
credite, and died in good minde. I must ever remember 
some of his notable fayings (for in deede so they were) 
and can never forget that fweete voice of the dying cignet: 
6 frater, Chriftus eft optimus medicus, et meus folus medicus. 
Vale Galene, valete humane artes: nihil divinum in terrts, 
preter animum afpirantem ad celos. ‘That beft, and his 
onelie phyfition, knoweth what fpiritual phyficke I com- 
mended unto him, when I beheld in his meager and 
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ghaftly countenance that I cannot rehearfe without fome 
fit of compaffion. 

Wee muft in order follow him that fhoulde in nature 
have gone before him ; and I know not by what deftinie he 
followed him firft that foled him laft. How he departed, 
his ghoftly mother Ifam can trulieft, and will favourablieft 
report ; how he lived, London remembereth. Oh, what a 
livelie picture of vanity! but oh, what a deadlie image of 
mifery! and oh, what a terrible caveat for fuch and fuch ! 
Iam not to extenuate or prejudice his wit, which could 
not any way be great, though som way not the leaft of our 
vulgar writers, and mani-waies very ungracious: but who- 
ever eftemed him either wife, or learned, or honeft, or any 
way credible? How many gentlemen and other fay of 
him, Let the paltry fellow go: Lord, what a lewde com- 
panion was he! What an egregious _makefhift! Where 
fhould conny-catchers have gotten fucha fecretarie! How 
fhal cofenage do for a new Regifter, or phantafticality for a 
new autor! They wronge him much with their epitaphs, 
and other folemne devifes, that entitle him not at the leaft 
the fecond Toy of London, the Stale of Poules, the ape of 
Luphues, the Vice of the Stage, the mocker of the fimple 
world, the flouter of his friendes, the foe of himfelfe, and 
so foorth, What durft not hee utter with his tongue, or 
divulge with his penne, or countenance with his face? Or 
whome cared he for, but a careleffe crewe of his own 
affociates? Perufe his famous bookes, and infteede of 
Omne tulit punctum, qui mifcuit utile dulci (that forfooth 
was his profeffed poefie) loe! a wilde head, ful of mad 
braine and a thousande crotchets ; a f{choller, a difcourfer, 
a courtier, a ruffian, a gamefter, a lover, a fouldier, a tra- 
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veller,a merchaunt, a broker, an artificer, a botcher, a petti- 
fogger, a player, a coofener, a rayler, a beggar, an omni- 
gatherum, a gay nothing, a ftorehoufe of bald and baggage 
{tuffe unwoorth the anfwering or reading; a triviall and 
triobular autor for knaves and fooles, an image of idlenefs, 
an epitome of fantafticalitie, a mirrour of vanitie: Vanztas 
vantitatum, & omnia vantitas. 

Alas! that anie should fay, as I have heard divers 
affirme, his witte was nothing but a minte of knaverie ; 
himfelf a devifer of jugling feates, a forger of covetous 
practifes, an inventor of monftruous oathes, a derider of all 
religions, a contemner of God and man, a defperate Luci- 
anift, an abhominable Aretinift, an arch atheift, and he 
arch-deferved to be well hanged feaven yeares agoe. 
Twenty and twentie fuch familiar fpeeches I over-pafs, and 
bury the whole legendary of his life and death in the fepul- 
chre of eternal filence. I will not condemne or cenfure his 
workes, which I never did fo much as fuperficially over- 
runne, but as fome few of them occurfivly prefented them- 
felves in Stationers’ shops, and fome other houfes of my 
acquaintaunce. But I pray God they have not done more 
harme by corruption of manners, then good by quickening 
of witte; and I would fome buyers had either more reafon 
to difcerne, or lefs appetite to defire fuch novels. The 
world is full inough of fooleries, though the humor be not 
feafted with fuch luxurious and riotous pamphlets. Howe 
unlike Tully’s fweete Offices, or Ifocrates’ pithy inftruc- 
tions, or Plutarches holefome morrals, or the delicate dia- 
logues of Xenophon and Plato, or the fage tragedies of 
Sophocles and Euripides, or the fine comedies of the dain- 
tieft Atticke wittes, or other excellent monumentes of anti- 


ee 


Ro Foure letters. 


quitie, never fufficientlie perufed! Yet the one as ftale as 
oldeft fafhions, and what more frefhly current for a while 
then the other? Even Guicciardines filver hiftory, and 
Arioftos golden cantoes, grow out of requeft; and the 
Counteffe of Pembrooke’s Arcadza is not greene inough for 
queafie ftomackes, but they muft have Greene’s Arcadia ; 
and I beleeve moft eagerlie longed for Greene's faerze 
Queene! Oh, ftraunge fancies ! oh, monftrous newfangled- 
neffe! The wittier fort tafteth and flieth, as the dog from 
Nilus; other wantons find experience the miftris of fooles, 
and need no other pennance but their own repentaunce. 
The verie time confuteth vanitie, and the verie place re- 
quireth fobrietie. No publike fecurity without private mo- 
deration; and the more bondes of government, the more 
indefeasible affurance. Due circumfpection may do much 
good; and an aboundant cautele can do little hurt. Youth 
is youth, and age corruptible: better an hundred Ovides 
were banifhed, then the ftate of Auguftus endangered, or a 
foveraigne empire infected, efpecially in a tumultuous age, 
and in a world of warre; wherein not Bacchus, but Mars; 
not. Venus, but .Mercury; not ryot, “butvaleut ance 
phancy, but pollicy, muft ftrike the ftroke. 

Gallant gentlemen, be-thinke your felves of the olde 
Romane difcipline, and the newe Spanifh induftry, and I 
am not to trouble you with any other accufation of them, 
that condemne them felves, and need no other fhame or 
punifhment, but their owne woorkes. Onely I requeft 
fome bufy pennes to ftay their wifedomes, and either to 
publish a juftifyable trueth, or to conceale their bad difpo- 
fition. Woe to that ftudy, that mifpendeth precious time, 
and confumeth it felfe in needleffe and bootleffe quarrells. 
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Comparifons, they fay, are odious; but inveétives more 
odious, and what fo abhominable as forged and fuborned 
calumnies? One or two miferable examples may ftand for 
an hundred ; I will not aggravate or difcourfe particulars : 
a pitiful cafe, that fuch lufty beginninges fhould have fuch 
forry ends: and who can tell what dowty yoonker may 
next gnafh with his teeth? Terrible creatures, and the 
curft cowe, have fometime fhort hornes. The wildeft colt 
is foon tamed; and be like neither death, nor fhame, nor 
mifery are afraid of them, that vaunt themfelves, like unto 
death and Will Sommer, in sparing none. God helpe, and 
Charity pitie them, that have neither ability to help, nor 
witt to pitie themfelves, but will needs try a conclufion be- 
tweene their heads and the next wall. 

I have heard of giants in conceit, and pigmeis in per- 
formance; yong Phaetons, younge Icary, young Chorcebi, 
and I fhall say young Babingtons; and how many millions 
of greene youths have, in overmounting, moft ruefully dif- 
mounted, and left behind them full-lamentable histories ? 
For the very mention of fome direfull tragedies were hor- 
rible ; and what fo wretched as headlong enterprifes, or fo 
hideous as the defperate attempt of impoffibilities 2? Phil- 
oftratus, in his /conxes, pleafurably reporteth, according to 
the tradition of Greeke poets, how on a time a refolute 
band of dowty pigmies triumphantly marched to invade 
Hercules a fleep. Woe to such brave adventures! A®fop’s 
toad, a proud afpiring creature, fhamefullie overmatched 
her {welling, and burften felfe. Great and fmall things 
may in fome proportion be compared together, and be- 
holde as miferable a fpectacle in their kinde! Flourifhing 
M. Greene is moft-wofully faded; and whilft I am bemoan- 
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ing his over-pitteous decay, and difcourfing the usuall suc- 
ceffe of fuch ranke wittes, loe! all on the fuddaine, his 
sworne brother, M. Pierce Pennilefs, ({till more paltery— 
but what remedy? we are already over fhoes, and muft 
now go through) loe! his inwardeft companion, that tasted 
of the fatall herringe, cruelly pinched with want, vexed 
with discredite, tormented with other men’s felicitie, and 
overwhelmed with his own mifery, in a raving and franticke 
moode most defperately exhibiteth his Supplication to the 
Divell. A ftrange title, an od wit, and a mad hooreson, I 
warrant him. Doubtles it wil prove some dainty devife, 
quiently contrived, by way of humble Supplication To 
the high and mighty Prince of Darkeneffe ; not dunfically 
botched up, but right-formally conveied, according to the 
{tile and tenour of Tarleton’s prefident, his famous play of 
the Seaven Deadly Sinnes. Which most-deadly, but moft 
lively, play I might have feene in London; and was verie 
gently invited thereunto at Oxford by Tarleton himselfe : 
of whome I merrily demaunding which of the feaven was 
his owne deadly fin ? he bluntly anfwered after this manner : 
“By God, the finne of other gentlemen, lechery.” “Oh, 
but that, Mr. Tarleton, is not your part upon the ftage: 
you are too-blame, that diffemble with the world, and have 
one part for your frend’s pleafure, another for your own.” 
“T am fomewhat of Dr. Pernes religion,” quoth he; and 
abruptly tooke his leave. Surely, it must needes be current 
in matter, and autentical in forme, that had firft such a 
learned prefident, and is now pleafantlie interlaced with 
divers new-founde phrases of the taverne, and pathetically 
intermixt with fundry doleful pageantes of his own ruinous 


and beggerly experience. For the poore tenement of his 
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purfe (quoth himselfe gramercy, good Tarleton) hath bene 
the divel’s dauncing fchool anie time this halfe year; and I 
pray God (quoth another) the poore tenement of his heart 
hath not alfo beene the divel’s fencing schoole twice as long. 

Particulars and circumftances are tedious, efpecially in 
forrowfull and forlorne caufes; the fumme of fummes is, he 
toffed his imagination a thoufand waies, and I believe 
fearched every corner of his grammar-fchoole wit (for his 
margine is as deepelie learned as Fau/te precor gelida) to 
fee if he coulde find any meanes to relieve his eftate; but 
all his thoughtes and marginal notes conforted to his con- 
clufion, that the worlde was uncharitable, and he ordained 
to be miferable. It were cruelty to add affliction to afflic- 
tion: what flinty heart would not figh, or rather melt, to 
heare the bewailfull moane of that fobbing and groning 


Mufe, the daughter of moft-pregnant but moft-wretched 
Niobe: 


Why tft damnation to defpaire and die, 
When life is my true happines difeafe ? 
gndsa little after: 


Divines and dying men may talke of Hell, 
But in my heart her feverall tormentes dwell. 


And fo foorth, moft-hideouslie ; for the text is much more 
dolefull then the glosse. And who woulde not be moved 
with more pittifull compunction, to heare the lamentable 
farewell: 


Lingland, adieu! the foile that brought me foorth ; 
Adieu, unkinde ! where fkill ts nothing worth : 
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Then, to read that profound quotation, 


Hei mihi, quam paucos hac mea dicta movent J 
Which was thought pathetical out of crie, 


Forgive him, God, although he curfe his birth, 
Since miferie hath daunted all his mirth. 


Now, good fweete Muse, I beseech thee, by thy delicate 
witte, and by all the queinteft inventions of thy deviseful 
braine, cast not thy drearie selfe headlong into the horrible 
culf of desperation ; but being a creature of fo fingular and 
wonderfull hope as thy infpired courage divinelie fuggefteth, 
and ftill reare-up mountaines of higheft hope, and either 
callantlie advance thy vertuous felf, maugre fortune, (what 
impoffible to afpiring induftry ?) or mightilie enchant fome 
magnificent Meccenas (for thou canft doe it) to honour him- 
selfe in honouring thee; and to bliffe the eies of the gazing 
worlde with beholding those miracles, which fome round 
liberality, and thy fuper-thankfull mind, would hugelie 
enable thee to worke. Let it never be faid that the minion 
of the Mufes fhould forfake himfelf, or abandon them 
whose very shadowes he adoreth. A brave heart in ex- 
tremeft diftrefs never lanquifheth: no fuch affrighting death, 
or gnafhing hell as the devouring abyffe of difpaire. wet 
better a man without money, then money without a man: 
pennyleffe is not his purfe, but his minde; not his revenue, 
but his refolution. A man is a man, though he have but a 
hofe upon his head: for everie curfe there is a blefling; for 
everie malady a remedie; for every winter a fommer ; for 
everie night a day; a dog hath a day. 


Noéte pluit tota: redeunt fpectacula mane. 
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Right magnanimity never droupeth; fweet musike re- 
quickneth the heavieft spirites of dumpifh melancholy: 
fine poetry abhorreth the loathfome and ugly shape of 
forlorne penfivenefs: what gentle minde detefteth not cursed 
and damnable defperation? All abject dolefulnefs is woe- 
fully bafe, and bafely woeful. The die, the ball, the fponge, 
the fieve, the wheel of fortune, Fortune hirselfe—a trifle, a 
jeft, a toy in philofophy, and divine refolution. Be a mu- 
fitian and poet unto thy felf, that are both, and a ringleader 
of both unto other: be a man, be a gentleman, be a philo- 
fopher, be a divine, be thy refolute selfe, not the slave of 
fortune, that for every flea-biting crieth oute alas! and for 
a few hungry meales, like a Greeke parafite, mifufeth the 
tragedy of Hecuba; but the friend of vertue, that is richeft 
in poverty, freeft in bondage, braveft in jeapordie, cheer- 
fulleft in calamitie: be rather wise and unfortunate with the 
filver fwanne, then fortunate and unwife with the golden 
affe: remember thine owne marginal embleme, fortuna 
favet fatuis, Oh! folace thy miraculous felfe, and cheere 
the Mufes in cheering thy dainty foule, fweetelie drunken 
with their delitious Helicon, and the reftorative nectar of 
the gods. What can I fay more? That cordial liquor, 
and that heavenly reftorative, be thy soveraigne comfort, 
and fcorne the bafenes of everie crafed or fainting thought, 
that may argue a degenerate mind. And fo much briefly 
touching thy deer felfe, whome I hope never to find fo 
pathetically diftreffed, or fo tragically disguised againe. 

Now, a word or two concerning him who in charitie kiff- 
eth thy hand, and in pitie wifheth thee better lucke. May 
it please gentle Pierce, in the divine fury of his ravifhed 
fpirite, to be graciouflie good unto his poore friendes, who 
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would be fomewhat loth to be filly fheepe for the wolf, or 
other fheep-biter. I dare undertake, the abufed Autor of 
the Aftrologicall Difcourfe (everie page thereof, under cor- 
rection of infpired and fupernaturall conceits, difcovereth 
more art and judgement than the whole Supplication of the 
parturient mountaine), notwithftanding the notorious dia- 
bolicall difcourfe of the faid Pierce, a man better acquainted 
with the divels of hell, then with the ftarres of heaven, fhall 
unfeignedly pray for him, and only pray him to report the 
knowen truth of his approoved learning and living, without 
favor: otherwife it were not greatlie amiffe a little to con- 
fider, that he, which in the ruffe of his frefheft jollity was 
faine to cry M. Churchyard a mercy in printe, may be 
orderlie driven to cry more peccavies then one. I would 
thinke the Counter, M. Churchyard, his boftieffe Penia, and 
fuch other fenfible leffons, might fufficientlie have taught 
him, that Pennileffe is not Lawlefs; and that a poet’s or 
painter's licence is a poore fecurity to privilege debt or dif- 
famation. I woulde wifh the burned child not to forget 
the hot element; and would advife over-weening youths to 
remember themfelves, and the good auncient oracle of fage 
Apollo. There is a certaine thing called modeftie, if they 
coulde light upon it; and, by my younge matfter’s leave, 
some pritty {macke or difcretion would relifh well. The 
Athenians were noted for lavifh amplifieng; the Creten- 
fians for craftie lying; the Theffalians for fubtle cogging ; 
the Carthaginians for deceitful perfidie ; Hannibal, Fabius, 
Agathocles, Iphicrates, Uliffes, and a thoufand fuch, for 
counterfeit policie: but all their forgeries were feasoned 
with the falt of probabilitie, and onelie ufed at occaffions of 
advauntage: and although the Grecians generallie were 
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over-lightheaded and vaine fpoken, yet their levitie savoured 
of elegant wittineffe, and the flying birde carried meate in 
the mouth. Even Lucian’s true tales are fpiced with con- 
ceite, and neither his nor Apuleius’s affe is altogether an affe. 

It is a piece of cunning in the moft fabulous legends, to 
interlace fome credible narrations and verie proble occur- 
rences, to countenance and authorize the exceffive licen- 
tioufneffe of the reft. Unreafonable fictions palpably be- 
wray their odious groffneffe ; and hee that will be a famous 
devifer in folio, must be content with the reward of a notable 
lier, not to be credited when he avoweth a trueth. The 
pleafant man talketh of a Bachelor’s hoode turned over his 
eares for abufing of Ariftotle, and imagineth goodlie matters 
of cafting the heavens water, of anatomizing the {fkies in- 
trailes, of the univerfal adulterie of planets, of the bawd of 
thofe celeftial bodies, how Satherne and Jupiter proved 
honefter men then al the world took them for. 

Oh, brave Tarlton! thou wert hee, when all is done: 
had not Aretine bene Aretine when he was, undoubtedlie 
thou hadft been Aretine: gramercy, capricious and tran- 
fcendant wit, the onelie high Pole Artique, and deepe mine- 
ral of an incomparable ftile! Yet Tarlton’s jeft’s not suf- 
ficient, but Rofcius must have his ftale to make him more 
admirable; al were nothing, unleffe Elderton’s ale-crammed 
nofe had beene confumed to nothing in beare-baiting him 
with whole bundels of ballats, that forfooth is not fo good 
a gentleman (for every heire of a Nath is a good gentleman 
at the leaft), as the beard of Thomas Nath, the maifter 
butler of Pembroke Hal, whofe grave countenance, like 
Cato, able to make him runne out of his wittes for feare, if 
he looke fternely upon him, and I wot not what, and what 
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trumperie elfe, as childifh and garifh ftuffe as ever came in 
print; yet what packe of vanity is not in print? L-will not 
cry Abfurd, Abfurd! as he madly exclaimeth Monftrous, 
Monftrous ! 

But who in that University can deny but M. Harvey 
read the publike philosophie lecture with fpecial good 
liking, and many will fay with fingular commendation, 
when this mightie lafhing gentleman (now well read in the 
late exploites of Untruffe, and for Tarleton’s amplifications 
A per fe A) was not fo much as zdoneus auditor civilis 
scienti@. What hee is improved fince, excepting his good 
olde Flores Poetarum, and Tarletons furmounting rhe- 
torique, witha little Euphuifme and Greeneffe enough, which 
were all pretty ftale before he put hand to penne. I report 
me to the favourableft opinion of thofe that know his pre- 
faces, rimes, and the very timpanye of his Tarletonizing 
wit, his Supplication to the Divell; oh! that is the divell 
and al. I am fo farre from doting uppon mine owne or my 
brothers writinges, in any matter of moment, that I ufe 
to cenfure them with a more curious and rigorous judge- 
ment then I examine any thing elfe ; wherein my eare is 
fo loath to flatter me, and my conceit fo affraid to cofen 
me, that my mind ever remaineth unfatisfied ; and nothing 
hitherto could fulfill my defire, infatiably covetous to do 
better. But as thofe perfunctorie Difcourfes are (which 
were more hastilie than speedilie publifhed without my 
privity), let the beft of them goe for waft paper, and ferve 
the bafeft fhops, if the worft of them importe not more 
publike or private ufe than his gayeft flower, that may 
thank Greene and Tarlton for his’ Garland.== Were my 
brother not my brother, but fome familiar acquaintance, I 


foure letters. 4I 


might in trueth, and fhould in reafon, make other compari- 
fons with applaufe inough (for what indifferencie feeth not 
the difference? or what so filly as he could make Pierce 
with voice or pen? notwithftanding thofe miracles of the 
white raven in the cloudes); but the University, the city, 
the whole realm, all good learning and civill government, 
be their judge, and my mouth efpecially, in this Martinish 
and Counter-Martinish age, wherein the {pirit of contradic- 
tion reigneth, and everie one fuper-aboundeth in his owne 
humour, even to the annihilating of any other without rime 
or reafon. 

Some would bee mutes, if they might bee fuffered to be, as 
were meeteft for them, and onelie to dwell in the excellente 
monuments of divine wittes, whofe fweet company they 
cannot enjoy inough; but what is to be done when vowels 
are courfed, and mutes haunted, and that heavenly confer- 
ence hellifhlie difturbed? God or good order circumcife 
the tongues and pennes that flaunder without caufe, and 
raile without effect even in the fuperlative degree of raving, 

Aretine and the Divells Oratour might very well bee 
{pared in Chriftian or politicke commonwealthes, which 
cannot want contagion inough, though they be not poyfened 
with the venomous potions of inkhorne witches. Fine ple- 
fant witt was ever commendable, and judiciall accusation 
lawfull ; but fie on groffe fcurrility and impudent calumny, 
that wil rather go to hell in jeft then to heaven in earneft, 
and feeke, not to reforme any vice, to backbite and deprave 
every perfon that feedeth not their humorous fancy. A 
vile mind ; and what a pestelenter villany! But fome odd 
wittes, forfooth, will needes be accounted terrible Bull beg- 
gars, and the only killcowes of their age; for how fhould 
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they otherwife keepe the fimple worlde in awe, or fcare 
multitudes of plaine folk, like idiot crowes and innocent 
dooves? All the invective and fatyricall fpirits are their 
familiars; fcoffing and girding is their daily bread: other 
profefft other faculties, they profeffe the arte of railing 
noble, reverend, or whatfoever, all pefants and clownes, 
gowty divels and buckram giants, Midaffes and golden 
affes, cormorants and drones, dunces and hypocriticall 
hoat fpurres, earthwormes and pinchefart penny-fathers, 
that feede not their hungry purfes and eager ftomackes : 
they have termes, quoth a marvellous doer, fteeped in 
aqua-fortis and gunpowder, that fhal rattle through the 
{kies, and make earthquakes in fuch peafauntes eares as 
fhal dare to fend them awaie with a flea in their eare ; 
(howe might a man purchafe the fight of thofe puiffant and 
hideous terms?) they can lafh poor flaves, and fpurgall 
affes mightily ; they can tell parlous Tales of Bears and 
Foxes, as fhrewdlye as Mother Hubbard for her life; they 
will dominiere in tavernes and ftationers fhops, to die for't ; 
they will be as egregioufly famous as ever was Heroftratus, 
or Paufanias, or Kett, or Scoggin: Agrippa and Rabelais 
but ciphers to them ; they have it only in them. 

Would Chrift they had more difcretion in them, and 
leffe rancour againft other, that never wifhed them the 
leaft evill, but ftill befeech God to encreafe the beft, and to 
pardon the worft in them! The Quippe knoweth his re- 
ward, and the Supplication to the Divell, expreffly dedi- 
cated to the Prince of Darkeneffe, I committe to the cen- 
fure of wifedom and juftice with favour; onely requefting 
that mightie bombarder of termes to fpare quiet men that 
meane him no harme, and to keepe the huge maine fhot of 
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his ratling babies for buckrame giants. Alaffe! what 
fhould I touch their parents, or twit them by their other 
friends: let it be one of their jolities to offer, and one of 
our fimplicities to fuffer that injury, which neither impaireth 
the reputation of the father, nor abafeth the credit of the 
fonnes, nor argueth any thing but the impudente defpight- 
fulneffe of the libeller. ewe fonnes have felinger caufe to 
love, or reverence, or defend their fathers, then myfelf; but 
his dealing is fuch where he tradeth, and his living fuch 
where he converfeth, that he may eafely fhame himfelfe 
which goeth-about to fhame him, or us in him. I will not 
trouble you with the rehearfall of his inheritance, which I 
could have wifhed more then it was; yet was it more, by 
the favour of that terrible thunderfmith of termes, then the 
inheritances of both their fathers together. Put cafe I 
have inquired what fpeciall caufe the Pennileffe gentleman 
hath to bragge of his birth, which giveth the woful pove- 
retto good leave, even with his Stentors voice, and in his 
ratling terms, to revive the pittifull Wzforie of Don Laza- 
rello de Thormes ; to contend with cold, to converfe with 
{carcitie, to be laid-open to povertie, to accufe fortune, to 
raile on his patrons, to bite his penne, to rend his papers, 
to rage in all points like a mad man, to tormente himfelf 
in that agony a long time, to be miferable, to be vacums 
viator, to have opus and u/us knocking at his doore twenty 
times a weeke when he is not within, to feek his dinner in 
Poules with Duke Humfrey, to licke difhes, to be a beggar, 


Lo ban the atre, wherein he breathes a wretch ; 


to be the Divels diftreffed Orator, to proclaime his owne 
defolate and abjeét eftat: in thefe and fuch other moft-bafe 
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and {hameful complaints, fearcely befeeming the rafcalleft 
Sifer in an Univerfity, or the beggarlieft mendicant frier in 


a country. 
Forgive him, God, although he curfe his birth. 


I, but who fo exceffively thankefull to his other friends ? 
One kind freend, more worth than two unfreendlie kinfe- 
men: affection will relieve where nature faileth: he muft 
needes abound in devoted and bountifull frendes, that 
fheweth himfelfe fo meritorioufly freendlie and fo unfpeak- 
ably gratefull : 


O friendes, no friendes, that then ungenthe frowne, 
When changing fortune cafis us headlong downe. 


I had nigh-hand over-fkipped the learned allegation in 
the margin, folemnely avouched with a very-pathetical Pol, 
Pol me occidiftis Amici: all which, and moft of the pre- 
miffes, I had altogether omitted, but that the two unmeete 
companions, a lordes heart and a beggars purfe, muft fome- 
what remember themfelves, or be a little, as it were, pulled 
by the ragged fleeve. Young fchollers can tel how Ulyffes 
handeled Irus; and olde truants have not altogether for- 
gotten howe fawcie the Harpies were, till they were inter- 
teined accordingly. But what though the decayed gentle- 
man fo commendeth his own woorfhipful birth and trufty 
frendes, many noble houfes have feene their own ruines ; 
and fometime the brothers of the Prodigall Sonne will not 
fticke to curfe wher they fhould reverently bleffe. The 
table-fellow of Duke Humfrey and Tantalus might learne 
of him to curfe Jupiter, and to ban not onely the four ele- 
mentes, but alfo the feaven planets, and even the twelve 
houfes of heaven. 
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And what though the other forry Magnifico, as very a 
Bifonian as he for his life, would fweare in a bravery, his 
father was of foure and twenty religions, and himfelfe a 
divine from his mothers womb, an Image of both Churches, 
and both Synagogues too, a natural Perne artificially em- 
proved, the thrife and thrife learned fonne of his foure and 
twenty times-learned father! So Greene would flourith. 
Every man is to anfwere for his own defaultes; my trefpaffe 
is not my fathers, nor my fathers mine; a Gibeline may 
have a Guelph to his fonne, as Barthol faith; and hath 
never a Saint had a reprobate to his father? are all worthy 
minds the iffues of noble houfes, or all bafe mindes the off- 
fprings of rafcall ftockes? Were it not a felicity to be the 
woorft of a thoufand, that being defcended of meaneft 
parentage have prooved, as hiftories teftify and the world 
daily confirmeth? Or might not Greene, and his com- 
plices, have beene much better than they were, or are, 
although their parentes had been much worfe than they 
were, or are?) What faith the afflicted fuppliant himfelfe ? 


Ah, woorthle/s wit, to traine me to this woe: 
Lil thrive the folly that bewitch’d me fo. 


Have we not a nomber of excellente induftrious men and 
valorous knights, not greatly beholding unto fortune for 
their progeny? 

Malo pater tibt sit Therfites, who knoweth not that onely 
arte of heraldry ? 

Quam te Thersite fimilem producat Achilles. The argu- 
ment of nobility is a gallant and plaufible argument; but 
what common-place fo brave and honourable as the com- 
mon-place of vertue? Can any thinge bee obfcure where 
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defert is famous, or any thing famous where defert is ob- 
fcure? Gramercy, fweete margine, for that notable poefy, 
meritis expendite caufam: in earneft, a fingular rule of in- 
fallible judgemente, and I imagine himfelfe deferveth fome- 
thinge that fpecially alleadgeth defert. It is long fince I 
declaimed upon any theame, but who would not pleade 
vertue’s caufe in whatfoever fubjecte? or what honeft elo- 
quence is not furnifhed with Catilinaries and Philippiques 
again{ft vice? Not the father and the fonne, but vertue 
and vice, the efficientes of honour and difhonour. He onely 
bafe, he onely fimple, he onely contemptible, that hath 
Vice to his father, and Ignorance to his mother, the onely 
parents of rafcality. And may I not truly affirme, that not 
only Oforius or Patritius gallantly prove, but all wife authors 
serioufly approve, and even vertue and {kill themfelves, with 
their owne foveraine mouth, honorably profeffe? No right 
fonne and heire apparent of theirs, either unnoble in him- 
felfe, or obfcure in the world, or defpifed in the higheft, or 
unregarded of the loweft, or difhonorable in his life, or in- 
glorious after his death. I fpeake not for any perfon, but 
for the matter; and cannot either condignely praife the 
valorous feede of the one, or fufficiently bliffe the fruitful 
wombe of the other. 

And what fo ungentle in nature, or fo unnoble in fortune, 
as their contraries? How barbaroufly oppofed againft that 
divine race and heavenly generation, that cannot ftirre un- 
accompanied with envy and a worlde of moates! Yet 
neither the unhappieft creature, utterly devoide of all 
graces (I praife fomethinge in Elderton and Greene), nor 
the excellenteft perfonage, thoroughly accomplifhed with 
all perfeétions, (ah, that Sir Humfry Gilbert and Sir Phillip 
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Sidney hadd bene as cautelous as adventurous !) nor they 
that object, nor we that anfweare, nor any, but a few fingu- 
lar men, the miracles of the world, either for wit wondrous, 
or for art exquifite, or for action admirable, or for integrity 
notable. I-wis, we little neede to be charged with our 
fathers’ offences ; it is inough for one, yea, for the best one, 
to carry the burthen of his own tranfgreffions and errours. 
Errours are infinite; and follies, how univerfally rife, even 
of the wifeft forte! Oh, that virtues were as like the ftarres 
of heaven, or the birds of the aire, as vices are like the 
fandes of the sea, and the beafts of the earth! Hee that 
feeith leaft, feeith much amiffe: the fine difcoverer, and 
curious intelligencer, goe invifible, and ftratagematically 
difcry many hidden privities of publique and private mif- 
government: there is an eie that pierceth into the fecreteft 
finnes and moft infcrutable thoughtes of profoundeft hy- 
pocrify, in whofe pure fight nothing is juftifiable but by 
pardon. Divinity flyeth high, and wadeth deepe; but even 
in humanity, and in the view of the world, who liveth in- 
culpable ? or who is not obnoxious to fome criminall or 
civill actions? or, 


Wher fhud I find that I secke, a perfon clere as a christal ? 
Where man God to man? where onenot Div'l to an-other? 
Where that zeal divine, whofe heavenly funfhin acheerith 
Lhe dreryeft drouping, and fellift rancor alayeth ? 

Where thoffame mealting bowels of tender agreement, 
That mildly conquer moft-rough and hideous outrage ? 
Where Mofes meeknes? wher Davids fweetnes Olimpique ? 
Where thatfame gentle kindnes, that bounty renowned, 
That gracious favour, that whilom beautifi'd honour, 
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That loove advanced, that abandoned odious hatred, 
That firenized Furies, that rocks adamantine 
Mollifid: arreared pillars of glory triumphant ? 


and fo foorth, for the verfe is not unknowen, and runneth 
in one of thofe unfatyrical fatyres, which M. Spencer long 
fince embraced with an overlooving fonnet ; a token of his 
affection, not a teftimony of hys judgement. | 

What fhould I labour a needleffe point, or what fhould 
I weary you with tedioufneffe, that may much-better be- 
{tow your vacant houres? Enough to any is inough, to 
fome over-much. God knoweth, and who knoweth not, 
how fenfually corrupt fome good fellowes were, and are, 
that fo fharpely and bitterly noted, and do note, fo many 
imaginative corruptions in other. Would God they had 
bene as quietly difpofed as their parents, or as advifedly 
ftayed as fome of their frendes, that wifhed them a milder 
courfe ; and fome of our pens might have been employed to 
better ufe then this idle bufinefs, or rather bufy idlenefs: 
whereof I defire no other fruite, but some little contenta- 
tion of friendes, and fome reafonable mittigation of ill- 
willers ; unto whofe good Iam diligently to addreffe, and 
even affectionately to dedicate any my endeavour. If in 
fome tearmes I have ufed a little plaine dealing, albeit not 
without refpecte (but every one seeith not into an other's 
confiderations, and divers circumftances alter the cafe), I 
crave pardon for the leaft overfight, and will be as ready to 
commend any little good, even in an adverfary, as I was 
unwillinge, but enforced, to touch foome palpable bad, 
which I would wifh amended where it may be redreffed, 
and quite forgotten where it ought to be buried. My 
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meaning was not to difpleafure or difcredite any, but onely 
to fatisfie the pleafure and maintain the credit of thofe, unto 
whome I owe many dueties, aswell in {pecial confideration 
as in naturall affection. 

Had I not bene more depely ftinged in them then in 
myfelf, who have made comedies of fuch tragedies, and with 
pleafure given fuch hoatfpurres leave to run themfelves out 
of breath, what folio of folly might not for me have paffed 
untouched? or who for me might not have flourifhed or 
lafhed in Poules Churchyarde, cus gratia et privilegio? It 
were good that they, which have a dexterity in writing 
trimly upon every matter, white or black, fhould alfo have 
a felicity in fpeaking well uppon every perfon that de- 
ferveth not ill, efpecially fuch as can fay fomething and 
thinke more. The terribleft tearmes may be repayed home 
with advauntage: I have knowen the railingeft fophifter in 
an Univerfity fett non plus, and have feene the mad- 
braineft Roifter-doifter in a countrey dathte out of counte- 
naunce. There is logicke inough to aunfweare carter’s 
logike, and play inough to tame horfe-play. Wronged men 
are feldome tongue-tied ; the patienteft creature wanteth 
not bloud in his hart or incke in his penne, and although 
his bloud be not wildfire, yet it is bloud, that will not be 
cooled with a carde, or daunted with bugs words; and 
although his incke be not pitch or poifon, yet it is inke, 
that will neither blufhe for fhame nor waxe pale for fear, 
but will holde his owne when perhaps gayer coullours fhall 
lofe their coullour, and aquafortis valiantly eate his owne 
harte. 

Good fweete mafters, quiet your felves, or thincke not 
much to bear a little for company, that are fo forward to 
G 
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load other without mercy. No man loather then myfelf to 
contend with defperate malecontents, or to overthwart ob- 
(tinate humoriftes, or to encounter incke-horn adventures ; 
nor to quarrell with any forte of wrangling companions 
(fcolding is the language of fhrewes, and raylinge the ftile 
of rakehells), or fo much as to call bufy heads by their 
ufuall and proper names (the thinges are paltry, and the 
very names favour of rafcallity) ; but there is a time when 
fuch douty warriours mustbe appeafed, and fuch wife men 
answeared according to their wifedome. 

Howbeit, in favour of a private and publike quietnefse, I 
will thanke the honeft fellows the more the less occafion 
they geve me to interrupt better exercifes, to trouble the 
world with triflinge difcourfes upon pelting matters, to dif- 
ease themfelves to pleafure none but the printer and idle 
creatures, the only bufy readers of fuch novellets. I would 
gladly be fpecially beholdinge unto them for this courtefy, 
and dare undertake it {hall redounde more to their credite, 
to approve their defire of reconciliation by filence, then to 
continue the opinion of their rooted defpight by fturring 
more coales. I hope this winde hath not fhaken any fuche 
corne, but fellow-fchollers (as Doétor Caius would fay), and 
now forfooth, fellow-writers, may bee made friendes with a 
cup of white wine and fome little familiar conference in 
calme and civile termes. I offer them my hande, and re- 
queft their, which I will accept thanckfully, and kiffe lov- 
inglye, and ever commende the good nature that would, 
and the better governemente that could, mafter affection 
with reafon, and fweeten gall with humanity; for it is not 
my energeticall perfuafion, but their owne patheticall mo- 
tion that muft do it, as the enchanting Mufe of Orpheus 
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redeemed the ghaftly ghoft of his owne Euridice out of hell. 
Such an experimente of profounde and divine art as I would 
compaffionately recommend to every amiable minde dif- 
guifed with hellifhe paffion, the fouleft deformity of any 
fayre wit. Otherwife, if it ftande more with their credit to 
be reputed wilfull then wife, or if a perverfe and froward 
refolution be the better pollicy, they are free-men, and have 
incke at will, and paper at commaundement; and a number 
of greedy eares, that egerly longe, and, as it were, daunce 
attendaunce to heare thofe dreadfull invincible termes, 
{teeped in aquafortis and gunpowder. 

The intoxicate fprite of the grifly Eurydice (I fpeake to 
a poet, and cannot more mildly terme that infernall fury) 
may eftfoones returne to her accurfed lodging, and infteede 
of heavenly Orpheus, embrace the hellifh Oratour of the 
Black Prince, whome I will not any way make worfe, but 
would with infinitely better then he hath made himfelfe ; 
for I thancke God, I am neither fo profanely uncharitable 
as to fend him to the Sancebell, to truffe up his life with a 
trice, nor fo abjectly timorous, as for extreme fearefulnes 
to wifh, with a profeffed devotion, So be it: Pray, penne, 
incke, and paper on their knees, that they may not be 
troubled with him any more. 

Good Lorde, what fantafticall panges are thefe! Who 
ever endighted in fuch a ftile, but one divine Aretine in 
Italy, and two heavenly Tarletons in England, the fole 
platformers of odd elocution, and onely fingularities of the 
plaine world? Two of them, that fo wantonly played 
with the higheft and deepeft fubjectes of fpiritual contem- 
plation, heaven and hell, paradife and purgatory, know their 
locall repofe, and feriously admonifh the third to be advifed 
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how he lavifh in fuch dalliance. No variety, or infinity fo 
infinite, as invention, which hath a huge worlde and a maine 
ocean of fcope to difport and raunge itfelf, though it arreare 
not vaine hyperboles of the reverende myfteries of God. 
Good fweete Oratour, be a divine poet indeede! and ufe 
heavenly eloquence indeede! and employ thy golden talent 
with amounting ufance indeede! and with heroicall cantos 
honour right vertue, and brave valour indeede! as noble Sir 
Philip Sidney and gentle Mafter Spencer have done, with 
immortall fame, and I will beftow more complements of 
rare amplifications upon thee, then ever any beftowed 
uppon them, or this tounge ever affoorded, or any Aretin- 
ih mountaine of huge exaggerations can bring-foorth. 
Right artificiality (whereat I once aimed to the uttermoft 
power of my flender capacity) is not mad-brained, or ridicu- 
lous, or abfurd, or blafphemous, or monftrous ; but deepe- 
conceited, but pleafurable, but delicate, but exquifite, but 
gracious, but admirable; not according to the fantaftical 
mould of Aretine or Rabelays, but according to the fine 
modell of Orpheus, Homer, Pindarus, and the excellenteft 
wittes of Greece, and of the land that flowed with milke and 
honey. For what festivall hymnes fo divinely dainty as 
the fweete pfalmes of King David, royally tranflated by 
Buchanan? or what fage gnomes fo profoundly pithy as 
the wife proverbes of King Salomon, notably alfo tranflated. 
But how few Buchanans! Such lively fpringes of ftreaming 
eloquence, and fuch right-Olympicall hills of amountinge 
witte, I cordially recommend to the dere lovers of the 
Mufes ; and, namely, to the profeffed fonnes of the fame, 
IXdmond Spencer, Richard Stanihurft, Abraham France, 
Thomas Watfon, Samuell Daniell, Thomas Nath, and the 
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reft, whome I affectionately thancke for their ftudious en- 
devours, commendably employed in enriching and polith- 
ing their native tongue, never fo furnifhed or embellifhed 
as of late. For I dare not name the honourabler fonnes 
and nobler daughters of the fweeteft and divineft Mufes 
that ever fang in Englifh, or other language, for fear of 
fufpition of that which I abhorre; and their owne moft de- 
lectable and delicious Exercifes (the fine handy-worke of 
excellent nature, and excellenter arte combined) fpeake in- 
comparably more than I am able briefly to infinuate. 
Gentle mindes and flourifhing wittes were infinitely to- 
blame, if they fhould not alfo, for curious imitation, propofe 
unto themfelves fuch faire types of refined and engraced 
eloquence. The right noovice of pregnante and .afpiring 
conceit will not overfkippe any precious gemme. of inven- 
tion, or any beautifull floure of elocution, that may richly 
adorne, or gallantly bedecke, the trimme garland of his 
budding ftile. I f{peake generally to every fpringing wit, 
but more {pecially to a few, and at this inftante fingularly 
to one, whom [I falute with a hundred bleffings, and entreate 
with as many prayers, to love them that love all good 
wittes, and hate none, but the Divell and his incarnate 
imps, notorioufly profeffed. I proteft it was not thy perfon 
that I any-way difliked, but thy rafh and defperate pro- 
ceeding againft thy well-willers; which in fome had bene 
unfufferable, in an youth was more excufable, in a reformed 
youth is pardonable, and rather matter of concordance then 
of agegrievance. 
I perfuade my felfe rather to hope the beft, then to feare 
the worft ; and ever wifh unto other as I would with other 
to wifh unto mee. It is my earneft defire to begin and 
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ende fuch frivolous altercations at once, and were it not 
more for other then for myfelf, affuredly I would be the 
firft that fhould cancell this impertinent pamphlet, and 
throw the other twoo letters, with the fonnets annexed, 
into the fire. Let them have their fwinge, that affe& to be — 
terribly fingular; I defire not to be a blacke fwanne, or to 
leave behind me any period in the ftile of the divels oratour, 
or any verfe in the vaine of his damme’s poet ; but rather 
covet to be nothing in printe, then any thinge in the ftamp 
of needleffe or fruitleffe contention. As I am over-ruled 
at this prefente, and as it ftandeth now, I am not to be 
mine owne judge or advocate, but am content to bee fen- 
tenced by every courteous or indifferente perufer, that re- 
eardeth honefty in perfons, or trueth in teftimonies,. or 
reafon in caufes. Or feeing fome matters of fame are called 
in queftion, 1 am not onely willing, but defirous to under- 
lye the verdicte even of Fame her-felfe, and to fubmit our 
whole credites to the voice of the people, as to the voice of 
equity and the oracle of God; to whofe gratious favours he 
recommendeth your courtefy, that neither flattereth the 
beft, nor flaundereth the woorft, nor wilfully wrongeth any; 
but profeffeth duety to his fuperiours, humanity to his 
equals, favour to his inferiours, reafon to all; and by the 
fame rule, oweth you amends for the premiffes, not fpeedily 
difpatched, but haftily bungled-up, as you fee. London: 
this 8 and 9 of September. 


Lhe frend of his frendes, & foe of none. 
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Lo the fame favourable, or indifferent Reader. 


HONEST gentlemen (for unto fuch I efpecially write), give 
me leave, in this flender pamflet, only to fulfill the impor- 
tune requeftes of a fewe, with your fmall delighte and mine 
owne less contentmente ; and pardon me though I no way 
affect to feede the dainty humour of curious conceites, car- 
ried with an infatiable expectation of, I wot not what, ima- 
gined perfection, which may eafely difplay it felfe where 
it is, but cannot poffibly appere where it is not. I prefume 
I cannot leffe fatisfie any, then I have satisfied my felfe, 
who, having wedded my felfe to private ftudy, and devoted 
my mind to publike quietneffe, tooke this troublefome 
penne in hand with fuch an alacrity of courage as the forry 
beare goeth to the ftake; and now rejoyce in that which, 
with more hafte then fpeede, is difpatched, as A=fop’s hart, 
with more affection then reafon, gloried in his hornes till he 
found his fugitive legges his furer friendes. 

For, in many cafes, I take it a better policy to ufe the 
flying legges, then the cumberfome horne; and at this in- 
{tant I fhould much more have pleafed my felfe, if I had 
{till practifed my former refolution, to fcorne the ftinginge 
of a peevifh wafpe, or the biting of an elvifh gnat, or the 
quipp of a mad companion; and rather to pocket-up a 
pelting injury, then to entangle my felfe with trifling bufi- 
neffe, or any-way to accrew to the moft contemptible fel- 
lowfhip of the fcribblinge crew that annoyeth this age, and 
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never more accloyed the world. Alas! he is pitifully be- 
{tead, that in an age of pollicy, and in a world of induftry 
(wherein the greateft matters of governement and valour 
feeme {mall to afpiring capacities) is conftrained to make 
woeful Greene, and beggarly Pierce Pennyleffe, (as it were 
a grafhopper and a cricket, two pretty mufitians, but filly 
creatures) the argumente of his ftile; and enforced to en- 
counter them who onely in vanity are fomething, in effect 
nothing, in account leffe then nothing; howfoever, the 
erafhopper enraged would bee no leffe then a green dragon, 
and the cricket male-contented, not fo little as a blacke 
bell-wether, but the onely unicorne of the Mufes. Some 
in my cafe would perhaps be content, for their owne credit, 
to have them notorioufly fo reputed ; and in cunning would, 
peradventure, not fticke to {traine at a gnat as it were ata 
camel. But plaine dealing ufeth no fuch rhethorick ; they 
that have eies can fee, and they that have eares can heare 
as fenfibly as I; and I muft in reafon leave them, as in 
proofe I find them, either meere paper bugs, and inkehorne 
pads, or a greate deale worfe, fo far as the ringleaders of 
leaud licentioufnes are more peftilent then the platformers 
of vaine fantafticallity, or the poifon of corrupted mindes 
is more pernitious then the venome of difguifed wits. Any 
flightneffe curious inough, and any coft too much, upon 
fuch an argumente; a fubjecte of loffe to the writer, of 
gaine to none. But duety muft obey, and courtefy yeelde ; 
and it is the lucke of fome pelting comedies to bufy the 
{tage, as well as fome graver tragedies. 

Were nothing els difcourfively inferted (as fome little elfe 
occafionally prefented it felfe), what paper more currently 
fit for the bafeft mechanicall ufes, then that which con- 
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taineth the vile mifdemeanours, and, truth will fay, the ab- 
hominable villanies of fuch bafe fhifting companions; good 
for nothinge, in the opinion of good mindes, but to caft 
away themfelves, to fpoile their adherentes, to pray upon 
their favourers, to difhonour their patrons, to infecte the 
aire where they breath. Might Pierce be entreated to qual- 
lifye his diftempered veine, and to reclaime his unbrideled 
felfe, as fome bold Gawins, uppon milder confideration, have 
bene glad to doe (good Pierce, be good to thy good friendes, 
and gentle to thy gentle felfe) I affuredly would be the 
firft that fhould wrap-up fuch memorials, not in a fheete of 
wafte paper, but in the winding-fheete of oblivion; and will 
not fticke to embalme the dead corpfe of a profeffed ennemy, 
to {fweeten the living fpirit of a withed friend, howfoever 
extreamely meane or famoufly obfcure. The gratious lawe 
of annefty, a foveraine law; but the divine law of charity, 
the law of lawes. Who cannot contemne the infolenteft 
arrogancy ? but who muft not condefcend to any reafon- 
able accord? Hee that was never difmayed with any ne- 
ceffary diftreffe, yet ever efcheweth all unneceffary trouble ; 
and he that leaft feareth the fword of unjuft calumny, yet 
moft dreadeth the fcabbard of just infamy, and would gladly 
avoide the lighteft fufpition of that which hee abhorreth. 
Though the painted fheath bee as it is, (for it needeth no 
other painter to pourtray it felfe), yet never childe so de- 
lighted in his ratling baby, as fome old Lads of the Caftell 
have {ported themfelves with their rappinge babble. It is 
the proper weapon of their profeffion ; they have ufed it at 
large, and will ufe it at pleafure, howfoever the patient 
heale himfelfe at their coft. It were a worke of importance 
to aunfweare that weapon ; I long fince gave them over in 
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the plaine field, and am now beecome a futer to their 
towardeft fchollers, to remember the glorious conqueft of 
their witty mafters. I would willingly pleafe, or not dif- 
pleafe, as I may; but no life without felf-contentment, no 
performance of any action without refolution. The leaft 
may thinke upon Fabius Maximus, who with an honour- 
able obftinacy purfued the courfe of his owne platforme, 
notwithftanding a thoufand empeachments; and although 
slowly, with much murmuring, yet effectually with more 
reputation, atchieved his politicke purpofe : like an experte 
pilot, that in a hideous tempeft regardeth not the foolifhe 
fhriekings, or vaine outcries of diforderly paffengers, but 
beftirreth himfelfe, and directeth his marriners according to 
the wife rules of orderly navigation. 

A wavering and fleeting minde feldome or never accom- 
plitheth any negotiation of value. It is none of the leaft 
comfortes in diftreffe that patience is an excellent quality, 
and conftancy the honourableft vertue in the world. Iam 
not to dilate, where a fentenee is a difcourfe, and a woorde 
more then inough. It hath beene my defire to conforme 
my intentions to my quality, and my exercifes to my in- 
tentions; but as they are, it fhall go very-hard before I 
begin to abandon hope, or relente to frivolous motions, or 
forget my felfe and my friends to remember my ennemies, 
who are beft remembred when they are moft forgotten. 
Some are cunning, and can imaginatively caft beyonde the 
moone; but he is a fimple temporifer that would attempt 
to raife a fantafticall or putative opinion in an active worlde, 
and who fo kindly coofeneth himfelfe as that he that feeketh 
a cloak to cover his owne fluggifh idleneffe, or unweeldy in- 
fufficiency ? 
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Let them affect myfticall commendation that profeffe 
occult philofophy ; and let them crofsbite themselves that 
can find no other conny-catchers to play that part. It was 
a principall maxim in Socrates’ difcipline, that every one 
fhould contend to be indeede whatfoever he would covet 
to feeme in appearance: fome that have often recommended 
that maxim unto other, and often called it the fovereign 
rule of found and honourable proceeding, were never for- 
warder to allow his precept in difcourfe, then ready to follow 
his example in practife. There bee other inough to make 
a gallant fhow; and fome trim fellowes will not ftick to 
maintaine a brave paradoxe, that the opinion and fem- 
blance of thinges neither ever was, nor is now, inferiour to 
the very thinges themfelves, but in preferment and reputa- 
tion many times fuperiour. I am not here to argue the 
cafe. Fortune is a favourable lady to fome forward adven- 
turers: they may eafely fwim that are holden up by the 
chinne; fuch and fuch have lived in eftimation, and pur- 
chafed lands, but what did they ever effectuate of any 
worth, or wherin appered ther fufficiency to difcharge any 
weighty function, or to performe any notable act? A reed 
is a fory ftaffe, and fortune as changeable as the moone: 
no counterfeit or pretended commendation endureth long; 
only defert holdeth out infallibly when many a goodly gen- 
tleman befhreweth himfelfe. I muft not ftand upon par- 
ticularities: no education to the trainement of Cyrus, nor 
any proceding to the emploiment of Cesar. 

Pregnant rules availe much, but vifible examples amount 
incredibly : experience, the only life of perfection, and only 
perfection of life. Whatfoever occafion caufeth me to be 
miftaken, as over-much addicted to theory, without refpect 
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of aétion (for that is one of the efpecialleft points which I 
am importuned to refolve), I never made account of any 
{tudy, meditation, conference, or exercife, that importeth 
not effectual ufe, and that aymeth not altogether at action, 
as the fingular marke whereat every art and every vertue 7 
is to levell. J love method, but honour practife: muft I 
fhew the difference ? Either arte is obfcure, or the quickeft 
capacity dull, and needeth methode, as it were the bright 
moone, to illuminate the darkfome night; but practife is 
the bright fun that fhineth in the day, and the foveraigne 
planet that governeth the world, as elfe-where I have copi- 
oufly declared. 

To excell ther is no way but one, to marry {tudious arte 
to diligent exercife ; but where they muft be unmarried, or 
divorced, geve me rather exercife without arte, then arte 
without exercife. Perfeét ufe worketh mafteries, and dif- 
graceth unexperienced arte. Examples are infinite, and 
dayly difplay themfelves. A world without a funne; a 
boddy without a foule; nature without arte; arte without 
exercife: forry creatures! Singular practife the only fin- 
guler and admirable woorkeman of the world. 

Muft I difpatch the reft that 1s exactedietiescmion 
place, and the leaft little will feeme too-much. As in other 
thinges, fo in artes, formality doth well, but materiality 
worketh the feat. Were artifts as fkillfull as artes are 
powerfull, wonders might be atchieved by art emproved ; 
but they that underftand little write much, and they that 
know much write little. The vayne peacocke with his gay 
coullours, and the pratling parrat with his ignorant dif- 
courfes (Iam not to offend any but the peacock and the 
parrat), have garifhly difguifed the worthieft artes, and 
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deepely difcredited the profoundeft artiftes, to the pitiful 
defacement of the one, and the fhamefull prejudice of the 
other. Rodolph Agricola, Philip Melancthon, Ludovike 
Vives, Peter Ramus, and divers excellent {chollers, have 
earneftly complaned of artes corrupted, and notably re- 
formed many abfurdities ; but ftill corruption engendreth 
one vermine or other, and ftill that pretious trainement is 
miferably abufed which fhould be the fountaine of fkill, the 
roote of vertue, the feminary of government, the foundation 
of all private and publike good. 

The methodift and difcourfer might be more materiall, 
the theorift and practitioner more formall, all fower more 
effectuall ; or how commeth it to paffe, that much more is 
profeffed, but much lefs perfourmed, then in former ages? 
efpecially in the mathematikes, and in naturall magic, which 
being cunningly and extenfively imployed (after the man- 
ner of Archimedes, Archytas, Apollonius, Regiomontanus, 
Bacon, Cardan, and fuch like induftrious philofophers, the 
fecretaries of art and nature) might wonderfully beftead 
the commonwealth with many puiffant engins, and other 
commodious devices for warre and peace. In actuall ex- 
perimentes and polymechany, nothing too-profound ; a 
fuperficiall flightneffe may feeme fine for fheetes, but 
proveth good for nothinge: as in other bufineffe, fo in 
learninge, as good never a whit, according to the proverb, 
as never the better; one perfe¢t mechanician worth ten 
unperfect philofophers: an ignorant man leffe fhameth 
himfelfe, leffe beguileth his friend, leffe difableth the com- 
monwealth, than a putative artifte; a whole naturall wit 
more ferviceable, and more fufficient, then a demi-fcholler, 
who, prefuming on that which he hath not, abateth the force 
of that which he hath. 
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He muft not dreame of perfection, that emproveth not 
the perfecteft art with most perfect induftrie. A {natch and 
away, with Neoptolemus and the common fort of ftudentes, 
may pleafe a little, but profiteth nothing. It is the body, | 
not the fhadow, that difpatcheth the bufineffe. The flower 
delighteth to-day, and fadeth to-morrow ; the fruite edifieth 
and endureth ; the vifard, the painted fheath, and fuch ter- 
rible braveries, can beft report their owne entertainment : 
the peacocke and the parrat have good leave to prancke 
uppe themfelves, and leyfure inough to revive and repolifh 
their expired workes. What can laft allwayes? quoth the 
neat tayler, when his fine feames began to cracke their 
credit at the firft drawing-on. I appeale to Poules church- 
yard, whether lines be like unto feames; and whether the 
deft writer be as fure a workeman as the neat taylor? 
There may be a fault in the reader afwell as in the weaver ; 
but every man contente himfelfe to bear the burthen of his 
owne faults: and, good fweete autors, infourme yourfelves 
before you undertake to inftruct other. 

Excellent effe€tes muft flow from the fpring of excellent 
caufes; and nothing notable without notable endevour. 
The print is abufed that abufeth, and earneftly befeecheth 
flourifhing writers not to trouble the preffe, but in cafe of 
urgent occafion or important ufe. Or if you conceive ex- 
traordinarily of your owne pregnancy, and will needes im- 
ploy your youthfull tallent, remember that corruptions in 
manners, and abfurdities in arte, have too-lately overflowed 
the banckes of all good modefty and difcretion. Hee that 
hath but halfe an eie can fee no leffe; and he that hath but 
halfe a tonge may fay more: I onely note by the way, that 
hindereth many a gallant wit in the way; and, without 
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empeachment to any, wifh all rather to be excellent with 
Socrates, then to feeme famous with the philofopher of the 
Court. 

My meaning is not to teach, but to touch: and, albeit, 
I have curforily fpoken fomethinge for myfelfe, and fome- 
thing as it were againft other; yet the one little, and the 
other leffe, are both uttered with a mind that will rather 
excufe other then my felfe, and rather accufe my felfe then 
other, wherefoever I find the leaft reafon for them, or the 
leaft caufe againft my felfe: and if in any thing I am any 
thing, it is in nothing fo much as in a zealous defire to fee 
learning flourifh, vertue profper, the good proceede from 
better to better, the bad amend, the body cherrifh the 
members, the members tender the body; all generally 
maintaine concord with all; every one particularly nourifh 
accord with every one. Howbeit, at this inftant I muft 
crave licence to ftand upon fuch tearmes, not as I would 
moft willingly choofe, but as the prefent occafion forcibly 
fuggefteth. No man loather to minifter the leaft, or to 
take the greateft, occafion of publike contention, or private 
difcontentment : choler is as foone inflamed as flax; and 
fmall fparkles of diffention have kindled horrible fires of 
faction: there be wrangling and quarreling hoatfpurres 
enough, though I be none. Sends fatwus never fo fpritifhly 
bufy, never fo many threatning comets, never fuch a terrible 
{ky of blafing and falling ftars, never fuch lufty ftirring of 
lively coales and dead cinders: every Martin junior, and 
puny Pierce, a monarch in the kingdome of his owne hu- 
mour: every pert and crancke wit, in one odd veine or 
other, the onely man of the Univerfity, of the city, of the 
realme, for a flourifh or two: who but he, in the fluth of his 
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overweening conceit? give him his peremptory white rod 
in his hand, and God night all diftin¢tion of perfons, and 
all difference of eftates: his pen is his. mace, his launce, his 
two-edged fword, his fceptre, his Hercules’s club, and will _ 
beare a predominant fway in defpite of vaineglorious titles 
and ambitious degrees. Lordes muft take heede how they 
lord-it in his prefence ; but he, forfooth, may play the Lord 
Great Matter, cam gratia ; anda fawcy fophifter take upon 
him, like a mighty tyrant, cum privilegto. 

God help, when Ignorance and Want of Experience, 
ufurping the chayre of {crupulous and rigorous Judgement, 
will, in a fantafticall imagination, or, percafe, in a melan- 
choly moode, prefume farther, by infinite degrees, then the 
learnedeft men in a civil commonwealth, or the fageft coun- 
fellors in a prince’s court. Our new-new writers, the load- 
ftones of the prefs, are wonderfully beholdinge to the affe, 
in a manner the onely autor, which they alledge : the world 
was ever full inough of fools, but never fo full of affes in 
print ; the very elephant, a great affe; the camel, a huge 
affe; the beare, a monftrous affe; the horfe, an absurd 
affe; the fox himfelf a little affe, or, for variety, an ape: 
who not an affe, or an ape in good plaine Englifh, that 
chanceth to come in the wife affe-makers and mighty ape- 
dubbers’ way ? They are fine men, and have many fweete 
phrafes: it is my fimplicity that I am fo flenderly ac- 
quainted with that dainty ftile, the only new fafhion of 
current eloquence zz eff; far furpaffing the ftale vein of 
Demofthenes or Tully, Jewel or Harding, Whitgift or 
Cartwright, Sidney or Spencer. But I could wifh ignor- 
ance would favour it felfe; and it were not amiffe, that 
want of experience fhould be content to be a little modett, 
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fomewhat quiet; and both enforce les occafion to be 
termed, as they will needes notorioufly proclaime them- 
felves, as it were with a public Oh-is, or a generall Move- 
rint univerfi per prefentes. For if any thing, indeede, be a 
right affe in print, it is the one; and if any thing, indeede, 
be a right calfe in print, it is the other: Ignorance the 
famoufeft affe, and want of Experience the notableft calfe 
in the world. Yet the one the terrible controwler, the 
other the finguller refourmer of the world: both the bufieft 
adventurers, and doughteeft doers in a world. They trou- 
ble many much, fome e exceedingly, themfelves moft, mee 
little, who can very well leave them to the jollity of their 
owne {winge, or onely pray them to {tay the nimble courfe 
of their forwarde wifdomes, till they have foberly reade, 
and hearde a little, and a little more (for I wis fomething 
refteth unconfidered), and till they have effectually feene 
and tried a great de he and a great deal more (for much 
remaineth unaproved): I love not to follicite them greatly 
that love to importune : Grierexcellively, 

That little I have done, I have done compelled, and would 
with undone, rather then any {torme of debate, or the leaft 
fit of mallice, fhould infue thereof. Let them glory in pen 
{fcolding and paper brabling, that lift; I muft not, I cannot, 
I will not. I hate to inte ite such arrant paltry; not for 
fear, but for contempt; not for lafineffe, but for weightier 
bufineffe. Good honeft youthes, fpare an old truante, 
meeter now to play the dumme dog with fome ancientes, 
then the bauling cur, or the hiffing fnake, with you fprin- 
gals: a thoufand examples pierce deepe, and over-fenfibly 
teach me the miferable inconvenience of fuch mifchiefe, and 
the miferable mifchief of fuch inconvenience: better a pecke 
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of troubles then a load of agonies; no plague to irkfome 
vengance, no joy or treafure to induftrious imploiment, no 
felicity toa commodious intercourfe of fweete ftudy, fweeter 
converfation, and fweeteft action: that wanteth muft be fup- 
plied, as fufficient as it may: extraordinary incombrances 
little neede ; time is pretious, and would not be prodigally 
wafted in waft paper, or contemptuoufly thrust out by the 
fhoulders. 

My firft letter was in a manner voluntary, my fecond ina 
fort neceffary, this wholy fuperfluous, but violently extorted 
after the reft; all wearifome unto me, but this moft tedi- 
ous, and any thing more would feeme intollerable, efpeci- 
ally in the invective vein: the little fury of this age, and 
great incendiary of the world, whofe unmeafurable outrage 
I would rather mittigate with twenty infinuative and per- 
{uafive orations, then any way aggravate with one offenfive 
or defenfive letter. Some comicall jars may be endured, 
but no aét fo joyful as the plaudite; and whatfoever the 
beginning happeneth to be, I would allwayes with a plea- 
fant or amicable end, the fcope whereat I as dilligently 
aime, as any that moft religioufly affecteth unity. Onely 
my determination is, rather to be a fheepe in Wolfes 
printe, then to fuffer my felfe, or my deereft frendes, to be 
made {heepe in the wolfes walke; and onely my requett is, 
that every difcreete and courteous minde will as confider- 
ately weigh the caufe, as cenforioufly note the effect. I 
hope there neither is, nor fhalbe any default committed, 
but may in convenient time bee redreffed with fome rea- 
fonable amendes ; untill which time I am not to dedicate 
any thing unto any perfonage of name, but a mind affec- 
tionately defirous to honour the worthieft, to reverence the 
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wifeft, to commend the learnedeft, to embrace the beft, to 
appeafe the worf{t, to injury none, to render every one the 
uttermoft of his defart or other quality; which mind I en- 
tierly recommend unto you all, and you all unto God, 
whome I befeech to accomplifh that which I cannot effect, 
and even to worke a miracle uppon the deafe. London, 
this 11 and 12 of September. 


Your affectionate frend, G. FI. 


A ee erento, Nr Peviet) KoA Io ee 
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To the forefacd Marfier Emmanuell Demetrius, 
Marster Christopher Bird, and all gentle 
wets that wll vouchfafe the reading. 


SONNET 1, 
Hts Repentance that meant to call Greene to his aunfweare. 


AAS that I fo haftely thould come 

To terrifie the man with fatall dread, 

That deemed quiet Pennes or dead or dum, 
And ftoutly knockt poore Silence on the head. 
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Enough can fay, dead is the dog of {pite: 
I, that for pitie praifed him alive, 
And fmil’d to hear him gnar, and fee him bite, 
Am not with fory carcaffes to {ftrive. 
The worft I lift of famous him report: 
Poules hath the onely pregnant autor loft. 
Aihme! quoth Wit, in lamentable fort, 
1+ 


What worthy wight 
Fame mes: the plaint, and pointed at a man 


fhall now commaund the roft ? 


As greene as Greene, and white as whiteft fwanne. 


SONNE? ULL 


His misfortun, in being [pitefully injurted by fome whom 


he pe bartially COMMA zended. 


NLUCKY I, unhappieft on earth, 
Th iat, fondly doting upon dainty witts, 
And deepely ravifh’d with their luring fitts, 
f eentle favours find fo hard a dearth! 
Is it my fate, or fault, that fuch fine men 
should their commender fo unkindly bite, 
That Hone to loove, in {pite of rankeft {pite, 
And hates to hate, with hart, or tongue, or pen? 
Sweet writers, as yee covet to be {weet, 
Nor me, nor other, nor your felves abufe ; 
Humanity doth courteoufly perufe 
Each act of frend, or foe, with f 
Foul a and Bee 2r malice, ceafeito raven 


or every fault I twenty pardons crave. 


Greenes Memoriall. 


SONNET III. 


His admonition to Greenes Companions. 


THE flourifhing and pally oe tua wight, 
That vainely me provok’d with vile reproch, 
Hath done his w orft, and hath no more to broche, 


igre the divell of villanous defpite. 
cannot raile, what-ever caufe to rail; 
For charity I lovingly imbrace, 
That me for envy odioufly deface, 
But in their higheft rage extreamely faile. 
I can doe him no harme that is in heaven ; 
I can doe him no good that is in hell: 
I wifh the beft to his furvivours fell, 
Deepely acquainted with his fx, and /even, 
O! be not like to Death, that fpareth none: 
Your greeneft flower and peacockes taile is gone. 


SONNET IV. 
nitferable end ae wilful defperateneffe. 
THE jolly fly difpatch’d his filly felfe; 
What oe 7es quaint, of many a douty fly 
diitat read a ees ire to the ventrous elfe ? 
EL ie will have his |i 
Currage and fturring witt in time do well ; 


ufty fwing to dy 


But that fame obftinate Defperation, 


A furious fiend of felfe-devouring hell, re 
RKufhing with terrible commination, 
(What ftorm fo hideous as Pie s fpell ?) 


Concludes with horrible lamentation. 


Greenes Memoriall, 


Each bleffed tongue accurfe malediction, 
The ugly mouth of ruthful confufion. 
Nothing fo doulcely fweete, or kindly deare, 
As fugred lips, and hart’s delicious cheare. 


SONNET V. 
The learned fhould lovingly affect the learned. 


I am not to inftruct where I may learne, 
But where I may perfuafively exhort ; 
Nor over-diffolute, nor over-fterne, 

A courteous honefty I would extort. 

Good loathes to damage or upbraid the good ; 
Gentle, how loovely to the gentle wight ! 

Who feeith not how every blooming budd 
Smileth on every flower fairely dight, 

And biddeth fowle illfavourednefs God-night ? 
Would A/ciats Emblem, or fum fcarlet whood, 
Could teach the pregnant fonnes of fhiny light 
To interbrace each other with delight! 

Fine Mercury conducts a dainty band 
Of Charites and Mufes, hand in hand. 


SONNE av ie 
His Palace of pleafure. 


J wort not what thefe cutting huffe-fnuffes meane ; 
Of alehoufe daggers I have little fkill ; 
I borrow not my phrafe of knave or queane, 
But am a debtour to the civill quill. 

It is reftorative unto my hart 


CGreenes Memoriall, 


To heare how gentle Cheeke and Smith convers’d ; 


No daintier peece of delicateft art, 
Then cordiall ftories charmingly rehears’d, 
That whilom rudeft wooddes and ftones emperc’d. 
Who now beginnes that amiable part ? 
Haddon farewell, and Afcham thou art ftale, 
And every fweetnes taftes of bitter bale. 
Oh, let me live to interview the face 
Of faire Humanity, and bounteous Grace! 


SONNET VII, 
Fis unfained wifh. 

NEVER Ulyffes or A‘neas tyr’d 

With toyling travailes, and huge afflictions, 
As arrant penne and wretched page bemyr'd 

With nafty filth of rancke-maledictions. 
I feldome call a fnarling curre, a curre ; 

But wifh the gnarring dog as fweete a mouth, 
As braveft horfe, that feeleth golden fpurr ; 


Or fhrilleft trompe, that foundeth North or South; 


Or moft enchaunting Sirens voice uncouth. 
Self-gnawing harts, and gnafhing teeth of murr, 
How faine would I fee Orpheus reviv’d, 
Or Suadas hoony bees in you rehiv'd! 
Oh, moft delicious hooney-dewes infufe 
Your daintiefl influence into their Mufe! 


SONNET WV LUL 


A Continuation of the fame wr/h. 


LET them forgett their cancred peevifhnes, 
And fay to Choler fell, Thou wert our fall ; 


Greenes Memoriall. 


Hadft thou not boilde in fretting waywardnes, 
We might have laugh’d at Fortune's toffing ball. 
Choler, content thy malecontented felfe; 
And cleereft Humour, of right fanguine pure, 
Neately refin’d from that felonious elfe, 
With jovial graciousnes thy felfe enure, 
If ever filver conduictes were abroche 
Of ftreaming Witt, and flowing Eloquence : 
Yee fluds of milk and hoony reapproche, 
And bounteoufly poure-out your quinteffence. 
Gently affemble, delicacies all, 
And fweetely neétarize this bitter gall. 


SONNE (lx 


Flis revival of a former motion ; added at the inflance 


of an efpeciall friend. 


WERE I as meete as willing to advife, 
I would in amicable termes entreat 
Some forward wits to change their headlong euife, 
And leffe in print, and more in mint to {weat. 
Pithagoras and Apollonius fage, 
Two woonders of capacity divine, 
Trained their followers to temper rage, 
And tongue with curious filence to refine. 
There is a time to fpeake, a time to write, 
But bleffed be the time that fees and heares: 
Let petty ftarres fuppreffe their twinckling light, 
And glorious funne advance his beamy peeres ! 
O, you of golden mould, that fhine like fun, 
Difplay your heavenly giftes, and I have dun! 


Greenes Memortall 


SONNET X, 
A more particular Declaration of his intention. 
YET let Affection interpret felfe: 
Arcadia brave, and dowty Faery Queene, 
Cannot be ftain’d by Gibelin or Guelph, 
Or goodlieft legend that Witt’s eye hath feene, 
The dainty hand of exquifiteft art, 
And nimble head of pregnanteft receit, 
Never more finely plaid their curious part 
Then in thofe lively chriftals of conceit. 
Other fair wittes I cordially embrace, 
And that fweete Mufe of azur dy admire ; 
And mutt in every fonnet interlace 
The earthly fovereign of heavenly fire. 
A fitter place remaineth to implore, 
Of deepeft artifts the profoundett lore. 


SONNET XI, 

[lis Defire to honour excellent Perfections in the bef. 
Another addition, inserted at the request of one that might commaunde. 
BLACKE Art, avaunt! and haile, thrice-grace-full Grace, 

That whiteft white on earth or heaven exceedes 
In purity, and fovereignty immenfe! 

Or locke my mouth, or fchoole my infant lippes, 
Refplendent lights of Milky Way to fing, 

Rare fubjectes of thy indulgence fupreame. 
Yet what fhould I confpicuous mirrours fing, 

That radiantly difplay their beauteous beames 


KK 
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Of gliftring Vertue and refhining Witt, 
The luminaries great of little world ? 
Folly impoffibilities attempts ; 
Aftonifhment fuch brightneffe beft becummes : 
Or lend me, Pegafus, thy mounting winges, 
And let me heare how quire of Angels finges. 


SONNET XII. 
His Court of Honour. 


WERE fine Caftilio the heire of grace, 
What gallant port more gracioufly fine ? 
As dainty Petrarch was fweete Sirens fonne, 
What witching tune more Orpheoufly fweete ? 
Him, him, the Idee high, and deepe abyffe, 
Of noble excellence I would proclaime. 
But what fhould drowfy Mufe of phantoms dreame ? 
Caft glauncing eie into queene Pallas court, 
And f{corne the dimnes of thy dazeled fight, 
Aftound with lord-and lady-graces view ; 
Idees how high, abyffes how profounde, 
Of valour brave, and admirable woorth! 
Poore glimmering gemmes, & twinckling ftars, adieu: 
Here, here the fun and moone of Honor true. 


SONNET XIII. 
His interceffion to Fame. 


LIVE ever, valorous renowned knightes ; 
Live ever, Smith and Bacon, peereles men ; 
Live ever, Walfingham and Hatton wife ; 

Live ever, Mildmayes honorable name. 


Greenes Memoriall 


Ah! that Sir Humfry Gilbert fhould be dead : ' 
Ah! that Sir Philip Sidney fhould be dead, | 
Ah! that Sir William Sackvill thould be dead : 

Ah! that Sir Richard Grinvile fhould be dead ; 
Ah! that brave Walter Devreux fhould be dead ! 
Ah! that the flowre of knighthood fhould be dead! 
Which, maugre deadlieft deathes and {tonyeft ftones, 
That cover worthieft worth, thall never dy. 
Sweete Fame, adorne thy glorious triumph new, 
Or vertues all, and honours all, adieu. 


A Repetition of the former Petition. 


But Vertues all, and Honours all, furvive; 


And Vertues all, and Honours all, inflame. 
Brave mindes to platfourme, and redoubted handes, 
To doe fuch deedes, and such exploites achieve, 

As they, and they courageoufly perform’d. 
Egregious men, and memorable knightes ! 
“Ay memorable knightes, whiles funne fhall thine, 
And teach induftrious worth to fhine like funne, 

To live in motion and aétion hoat, 
To eternize Entelechy divine, 
Where Plutarches Lives, where Argonautiques brave 
Where all heroique woonderments concurt 


bd 
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Oh! Oh! and Oh! a thoufand thoufand times, | caais) 
That thirfty eare might heare archangels rimes. 
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SONNET XV. 


THEN would I fo my melody adoulce, 
And fo attune my harmony to theirs, 
That felleft Fury fhould confeffe her felfe 
Enchaunted mightily with charmes divine ; 
And in the fweeteft termes of facred leagues, 
With pure devotion reconcile her rage. 
Meane-while I feeke, and feeke, but cannot finde 
That jewell rare, of preciouffeft worth, 
Gentle Accord and foveraigne Repofe, 
The paradife of earth and bliffe of heaven. 
Be it in earth, 6 heaven direc€t my courfe ; 
Be it in heaven alone, 6 earth farewell. 
Or well-fare Patience, that fweetens fowre, 
And reares on hellifh earth an Heavenly Boure. 


SONNET XVL 


Hits profeffed Difdaine to aunfweare Vanity in fome, or to 
envy Profperity in any. 


SOME me have fpited with a cruell fpite, 
But Fount of Mercy fo reclenfe my finne, 
As I nor them maligne, nor any wight, 
But all good mindes affect like deereft kinne. 
Small caufe I have to fcorne in any fort, 
Yet I extreamely fcorne to aunfweare fome, 
That banith confcience from their report, 
And overwantonly abufe the dumme. 
God keepe low-countrymen from high difdaine : 
Yet I difdaine with haughtieft contempt, 


Greenes Memoriall 


To envy any perfons fame or caine, 
Or any crooked practife to attempt. | 
Jefu! that we fhould band like John Oneale, 

That tenderly fhould melt in mutuall zeal. 


SONNET XVII. 


ffis Exhortation to Atonement and Love. 


O MINDES of heaven, and wittes of higheft fphere, 
Molten moft tenderly in mutuall zeale, 
Each one with cordiall indulgence forbeare, 
And bondes of love reciproquely enfeale. 
No rofe, no violet, no fragrant fpice, 
No nectar, no ambrofia fo fweet 
As gratious love, that never maketh nice, 
But every one embraceth, as is meet. 
Magnes and many thinges attractive are, 
But nothing fo allective under fkyes, 
As that fame dainty amiable ftarre, 
That none but grifly mouth of hell defyes. 
That ftarre illuminate celeftiall harts, 
And who but Rancour feeleth irkefome fmartes? 


SONNET XVIII. 
Fohn Harveys Welcome to Robert Greene. 


Bid Vanity and Foolery farewell ; ws 
Thou over-long haft plaid the madbrain’d knave, 
And over-loud haft rung the bawdy bell. 


Vermine to vermine mutt repaire at lait; 


q 


COME, fellow Greene, come to thy gaping grave, 


Greenes Memoriall, 


No fitter houfe for bufy folke to dwell ; 
Thy Conny-Catching pageants are paft, 
Some other muft thofe arrant ftories tell. 
Thefe hungry wormes thinke longe for their repaft : 
Come on, I pardon thy offence to me, 
It was thy living ; be not fo aghatt; 
A fool and a phifition may agree, 
And for my brothers never vex thy felfe, 
They are not to difeafe a buried elfe. 


SONNET XIX, 
His Apolocy of himfelfe and his Brothers. 
Pology 


YET fie on lies, and fie on falfe appeales ! 
No Minifter in England leffe affectes 
Thofe wanton kiffes that leaud Folly fteales 
Then he whome onely Ribaldry fufpectes. 
Were I a foole (what man playes not the foole? 
The world is full of fooles, and full of feétes) 
Yet was John never fpoyled with the toole 
That Richard made; and none but none infe¢tes. 
The third is better knowne in Court and fchoole, 
Then thy vaine Quzpp or my Defence thalbe: 
Whofe eie but his that fitts on Slaunders ftoole, 
Did ever him in Fleete or prifon fee? 
Lowd Mentery {mall confutation needes : 
Avaunt! black beaft, that fowes fuch curfed feedes. 


Greenes Memortall 


SONNET XX, 
Fis Apology of his good Father. 


AH! my deere Father, and my parent fweete, 
Whofe honefty no neighbour can impeach ; 
That any ruffian fhould, in termes unmeete, 
To your difcredit fhamefully outreach. 
O rakehell hand! that f{eribled him a knave, 
Whom never enemy did fo appeach ; 
Repent thy wicked felfe, that fo didft rave, 
And cancell that which Slaunders mouth did teach. 
Nor every man, nor every trade is brave; 
Malt, haires, and hempe, and fackcloth muft be had: 
Truth, him from odious imputations fave, 
And many a gallant gentleman more bad. 
Four fonnes him coft a thoufand pounds at left. 
Well may he fare, and thou enjoy thy reft! 


SONNET XXI. 
f1is charitable Hope, and their eternal Repofe. 


LET memory of grofe abufes fleepe: 
Who over-fhooteth not in reckleffe youth ? 
Were finnes as redd as reddeft {carlet deepe, 
A penitentiall hart preventeth ruth. 
Well-wifhing Charity prefumes the beft; 
Nothing impoffible to powreful Trueth : 
Body to grave, and foule to heaven addreft, 
Leave upon earth the follies of their youth. 
Some penury bewaile, fome feare arreft ; 
Some Parmaes force, fome Spanyardes gold addread: 
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Xe) Greenes Memortall. 
Some underly the terrible inqueft ; 
Some carry a jelous, fome a climing head: 
We that are dead, releaf’d from living woes, 
Soundly enjoy a long, and long repofe. 


SONNET XXII. 


L’Envoy: or an Anfwere to the Gentleman that drunke to 
Chaucer upon View of the former Sonnets, and other 
Cantos, in honour of certain brave men. 


SoME tales to tell, would I a Chaucer were: 
Yet would I not even now an Homer be; 
Though Spencer me hath often Homer term’d, 
And Monfieur Bodine vowd as much as he. 
Envy and Zoilus, two bufy wightes, 
No petty fhade of Homer can appere, 
But he the Divell, and fhe his dam difplay, 
And Furies fell annoy fweete Mufes cheere. 
Nor Martins I, nor Counter-martins fquibb: 
Enough a doo to clere my fimple felfe. 
Momus gainft heaven, and Zoilus gainft earth, 
A quipp for Gibeline, and whip for Guelph. 
Or purge this humour, or woe-worth the ftate, 
That long endures the one or other mate. 


Robertus Grenus, utriufque Academie Artium Magister, 
de Setp/fo. 
ILLE ego, cui rifus, rumores, fefta, puellz 
Vana libellorum fcriptio, vita fuit : 
Prodigus ut vidi Ver, A*ftatemque furoris, 
Autumno, atque Hyemi, cum Cane dico vale. 
Ingenii bullam ; plumam artis ; fiftulam Amandi; 
Ecque non mifero plangat avena tono? 


Greenes Memortall. 


SI 


Gabriel Harveius, defideratifime anime Foannts Jratris. 


AT Junioris erat, Seniori pangere carmen 
Funebre, ni Fati lex violenta vetet. 

Quid fruftra exclamem, Frater, fraterrime Frater! 
Dulcia cuncta abeunt ; triftia fola manent. 

Totus ego funus, pullato fquallidum amictu, 
Quamvis calicole, flebile dico vale. 


Lo the Right Worfhipfull my fingular good Frend, 
Mr. Gabriell Harvey, Doctor of the Lawes. 


HARVEY, the happy above happieft men, 
I read, that fitting like a looker-on 
Of this worlds ftage, doeft note, with critique pen, 
The fharpe diflikes of each condition ; 
And, as one careleffe of fufpition, 
Ne fawneft for the favour of the great, 
Ne feareft foolith reprehenfion 
Of faulty men, which daunger to thee threat : 
But freely doeft of what thee lift entreat, 
Like a great lord of peereleffe liberty, 
Lifting the good up to high Honours feat, 
And the evill damning evermore to dy ; 
For life and death is in thy doomefull writing, 
So thy renowme lives ever by endighting. 


Dublin, this 18 of July, 1586. 
Your devoted frend during life, 
EDMUND SPENCER. 


FINS. 


ee canes 
é ‘ —_— — — 
Ae c * RET eT OS Ts 


“ Tati Sale eae easel eT 
: ¥v 


I. 


& Jac. 


<TR 
cd 
— 7 
= Ss 
— i 


Temp. 


oN 
= 
= 
= 
— 
cS 
— 
= 
> 
ww 
+om 
% 


A 


y 


Oe ie oe lal i la aa cal lt cea 0 nee ll 


Cracts. 


PEM Pee Wize bore PAC. OE. 


ene Serer 


f 


na 


coded tet ND ae la ad nh atl od 


1 casa damages Se eel ieeeeen aoe a tr eam t teat ee . yeni cetera ii ee i. | _ ewe 
> . ag e mh $ 2 
. z i 


2 r) 


a a eo Lect a a 


ae % tarmac 
x 3 mann arene 
es 
mp ye = 


eS 


3} 
est 


fe Sa ee 
al a Ns aes 


4 


| 


pn Pa th SUN se nace 


